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Executive Director’s Message
IT HAS BEEN A GREAT RUN!
WELCOME STEVE JEPSEN, SCAP’S NEW ED!
THANK YOU, I WILL MISS YOU ALL!
I guess the time has finally come to say
goodbye! After 120 of these newsletters
written over the past 10 years this will be my
final one. Not surprisingly, I’m both dreading
and at the same time looking forward to my
retirement. Change is inevitable in our business
and I know SCAP will be in good hands for years
to come with Steve Jepsen now at the helm
backed by the support of our Board and
dedicated committee members.

It’s hard to believe that some 40 years or so ago I started my career with
the County of San Diego as an equipment operator working out of a road
station as part of an elite road construction crew. In my wildest dreams I
could never have imagined where my career would take me. Fresh out of
school with a degree in civil engineering, I honestly had no clue what the
real world was all about and what type of work constituted engineering.
However, as time went on I became conflicted because on one hand, I was
one of those people that got bored easily and needed to move on and try
something different, but on the other hand I didn’t like change and was
SCAP STAFF
comfortable remaining in a position that I was proficient at and really
John Pastore, Executive Director enjoyed.
jpastore@scap1.org
So after 13 years at the County, where I worked as a surveyor, a design
Steve Jepsen, Incoming Executive engineer, construction inspector and senior sanitary engineer, I finally
Director
moved on to the private sector. That may have been the scariest career
sjepsen@scap1.org
change I ever made in my life, especially when my dad told me it was a
Pam
Merriam,
Administrator dumb move. Again, I had no clue what life as a consultant was all about
but thanks to tremendous people like Frank Dudek, who believed in me
pmerriam@scap1.org
and stuck with me through that first transition year, I was able to
Ray Miller, Exec. Director Emeritus eventually utilize my prior experience at the County and develop a niche
rmiller@scap1.org
market providing contract management and operational services to local
wastewater agencies for the next 20 years.
Southern California Alliance of
Then in 1986 a major milestone in my life occurred as Ray Miller, SCAP’s
Publicly Owned Treatment Works
first Executive Director, convinced me to give up my role as general
P.O. Box 231565
manager and succeed him as SCAP’s ED. Fortunately for me I had served
Encinitas, CA 92024-1565
on the SCAP Board for 13 years and had a good relationship both with the
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Board and committees, which made for a smooth transition. What I never envisioned was how much over the next
10 years I would learn about the regulatory process, which was made possible due to the insights gleaned from our
brilliant committee members, and how many new friendships I would form. Also, how this newsletter has allowed
me to share a part of me with all of you, which coupled with your feedback, has become something of an open
dialogue between us all.
Now, however, the time has come to say goodbye and thank all of you for your support over the years and let you
know how much you all mean to me. I am so humbled and grateful for the opportunity to have served our members
and for the kindness and friendship everyone has shown me. Fortunately, I was able to see many of you at the
annual holiday luncheon and thank you personally, but for those that I missed, please know that I will never forget
you and always think of you as my family.
Until we meet again!
John Pastore
SCAP Board meeting and General Meeting summary by Steve Jepsen, SCAP
The SCAP Board of Directors and Committee Chairs met on the morning of November 29 at the El Niguel Country
Club prior to the General Meeting and Holiday Luncheon.
The following individuals were presented with Resolutions of Appreciation for their service to SCAP:




Outgoing Director Shannon Sweeney, Santa Barbara County – 8 ½ years
Outgoing Director Jonathan Daly, Riverside County – 3 ½ years
Outgoing Committee Chair Jim Colston, Pretreatment – 5 ½ years

The following new SCAP Director and Committee Appointments were approved:





Steve Wagner, General Manager of Goleta Sanitary District – Director: Santa Barbara County
Tom Moody, Assistant General Manager of City of Corona Department of W&P – Director: Riverside County
Randy Lee, Assistant General Manager of Operations for IEUA – Alternate Director: San Bernardino County
Mark Kawamoto, Orange County Sanitation District - Chair of the Wastewater Pretreatment Committee

General Meeting and Holiday Luncheon Highlights:
Consistent with SCAP tradition the founder Ray Miller and his wife Marianne hosted over 100 guests at the
beautifully decorated El Niguel Country Club. The songs by the Dana Hills High School Carolers helped us get into the
holiday spirit singing the classics and some finger snapping tunes as well. The highlight of the event was the many
tributes and accolades for retiring Executive Director John Pastore. With over 20 years of SCAP service John has
made some lifelong friendships and garnered heaps of professional respect. Like a true professional he remembered
to praise and honor, Pam Merriam who has been quietly keeping things running smoothly at SCAP for the last 10
years. Fortunately for SCAP she will continue to manage the day to day business for the foreseeable future. For
those of you who could not make it, check out the following photos and we look forward to seeing you next year!
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California Clean Water Summit Partners Update by Steve Jepsen, SCAP
The next California Clean Water Summit Partners meeting will be in the first quarter of 2017.
The California Clean Water Summit Partners consist of the following associations:
 Bay Area Clean Water Association
 California Association of Sanitation Agencies
 California Water Environment Association
 Central Valley Clean Water Association
 Southern California Alliance of Publicly Owned Treatment Works

AIR QUALITY COMMITTEE REPORT
David Rothbart, Chair
drothbart@lacsd.org

Jim Marchese, Vice Chair
jim.marchese@lacity.org

Terry Ahn, Vice Chair
tahn@ocsd.com

LOCAL AIR DISTRICT NEWS AT A GLANCE
Posted meeting dates and proposed new rule development for the following air districts can be found at these sites:
Imperial County APCD
Mojave Desert AQMD
San Diego APCD
Santa Barbara APCD

Ventura County APCD

South Coast AQMD

Note: The next Air Quality Committee meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 10th from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm at
the offices of the Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts. All SCAP members are invited.

SCAQMD appoints Wayne Nastri as Executive Officer by David Rothbart, Chair - LACSD
On Friday, December 2nd, the SCAQMD Governing Board formally appointed Wayne Nastri as Executive Officer.
After the termination of Barry Wallerstein, Mr. Nastri was appointed by the Governing Board as Acting Executive
Officer in April 2016. The permanent appointment was somewhat surprising considering the Governing Board had
retained an executive search consultant for this position in October 2016. The accelerated appointment may have
been influenced by the departure of Supervisor Antonovich and the anticipated appointment of Supervisor Sheila
Kuehl to the Governing Board. Mr. Nastri was appointed as the USEPA’s Region 9 Administrator by President George
W. Bush in November 2001 and held that position until 2009. Prior to his appointment as the Acting Executive
Officer, he was president of the environmental and energy consulting firm E4 Strategic Solutions.
Environmentalists have been critical of the Governing Board and Mr. Nastri’s perceived pro-business policies in 2016
and with this formal appointment such opinions are likely to become stronger.
The following article provides additional details: http://www.scpr.org/news/2016/12/02/66789/la-supervisor-sheilakuehl-appears-headed-to-air-q/
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SCAQMD 2016 Ozone Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP) by David Rothbart, Chair - LACSD
SCAQMD has been focused on the development of an AQMP, which must outline how the South Coast Air Basin can
achieve the 1997 and 2008 Ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) by 2023 and 2031, respectively.
The dilemma is illustrated in the following figure, which shows that the Basin must substantially reduce NOx
emissions to attain these standards. The problem is that SCAQMD only has jurisdiction over stationary sources, yet
mobile and federal sources are responsible for 88% of the ozone forming emissions.

To achieve attainment SCAQMD, CARB and the EPA will be required to reduce combustion emissions from their
respective sources (i.e., NOx). However, it’s rather challenging to regulate international and interstate transportation
let alone converting mobile sources with zero and near-zero emitting technologies. At minimum, international
agreements and the Commerce Clause of the U.S. Constitution will need to be considered for this AQMP to achieve
these challenging federal limits.
You might think to yourself, why is SCAQMD playing whack-a-mole struggling to reduce emissions from sources
beyond their control? While I’m starting to question the wisdom of this AQMP, SCAQMD is attempting to avoid
penalties that would be imposed upon the region. Unfortunately, the EPA has several sticks available to induce states
to develop strategies to attain NAAQS. If a state fails to implement an adequate plan, and if the deficiency is not
corrected within 18 months, EPA will automatically impose offset sanctions that require new or expanded stationary
sources to reduce emissions by 2 tons for every 1 ton of emission growth. Because offsets are expensive and difficult
to obtain, this is a very serious penalty. In the event that this deficiency is not corrected within 6 months of the
imposition of the offset sanction, highway sanctions are imposed. The highway sanction is a prohibition on federal
funds for transportation projects. Last, but not least, annual monetary penalties will be imposed upon major
stationary sources via Section 185 of the Clean Air Act.
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The bottom line is that the EPA is prohibited by statute from taking cost into account when setting NAAQS. Moving
forward, to avoid unintended consequences upon stationary sources, the Clean Air Act needs to be amended by
Congress to: (1) consider the cost-effectiveness of NAAQS and (2) hold regions harmless when state and federal
regulators are unable to reduce emissions from their sources of pollution. Unlike past administrations, perhaps our
representatives in Washington DC will now consider the need to revise the Clean Air Act.
While changing the Clean Air Act is the ultimate solution to the inequity imposed upon stationary sources within the
South Coast Air Basin, the AQ Committee will continue to work with SCAQMD staff to communicate the potential
hardship that could be imposed upon essential public services by the control measures outlined in the Draft AQMP.

CARB Proposed Revisions to the ATCM and the PERP Regulation by David Rothbart, Chair – LACSD
CARB is in the process of revising the fleet average emission standards for Diesel particulate matter that would
become effective in 2017 and 2020. Revisions made to the ATCM will also be reflected in the PERP regulation. The
following table highlights CARB’s current emission reduction strategy that includes an incremental phase-out of
tiered engines:

The AQ Committee is also working with CARB to address potential reliability issues associated with Tier 4 engines. We
continue to express concerns that emergency engines must provide a reliable source of electricity in the event of an
extended emergency for essential public services. CARB is scheduled to consider these revisions in March 2017. For
more information regarding the proposed revisions to the ATCM and PERP regulation, please click HERE.
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BIOSOLIDS COMMITTEE REPORT
Tom Meregillano, Co-Chair
TMeregillano@ocsd.org

Diane Gilbert Jones, Co-Chair
diane.gilbert@lacity.org

Big News in the Biosolids World!
City of Los Angeles secures trial decision striking down Kern County Biosolids Ban
LOS ANGELES, CA (December 5, 2016)— Following a two week trial that concluded in May of 2016, the Tulare
County Superior Court has issued a 48 page opinion striking down a voter initiative passed in 2006 in Kern County
that banned the land application of biosolids (treated sewage sludge) to farmland in Kern County. Judge Lloyd Hicks
wrote that that Measure E “is invalid and void for all purposes, for the dual reasons that it exceeds Kern’s police
power authority and is preempted by state law.”
The City of Los Angeles led a coalition of Southern California public agencies, farmers, and contractors in the lawsuit
against Kern County to protect their long standing use of biosolids as a fertilizer and soil amendment on farms in
Kern County. The City owns a 4,700 acre farm in Kern where it has grown feed crops with the aid of biosolids for
over 20 years.
On the police power claim, the Court ruled in its statement of decision that “the overwhelming weight of the
evidence is that there is no basis in fact for any determination that land application of biosolids poses any risk to
Kern County residents, let alone a real and substantial risk that would be alleviated by banning such land
application… Los Angeles has met its burden of producing evidence to the effect that there is no basis in fact for
Measure E’s public welfare claims. There is no evidence of risk to human health.”
On the preemption claim, the Court ruled that the California Integrated Waste Management Act (CIWMA), which
requires that all local governments in California promote and maximize recycling, was controlling over a local voter
initiative and thus preempted Measure E. The Court held that “Measure E prohibits what CIWMA requires
Measure E is in direct conflict with, and inimical to, CIWMA, and is therefore, for that reason, also void.”
The City of Los Angeles welcomed the decision and looks forward to continue recycling biosolids at its farm to
grow feed crops used by Kern County dairies and to benefit the millions of City residents who depend on
economical and environmentally sound wastewater management.
Resources (Solid Waste Management) and Watershed Protection (Stormwater). These infrastructure programs
collect, treat, recycle, and dispose the solid and liquid waste generated by the nation’s second largest city of more
than four million residents. Through these essential public service programs, LA Sanitation delivers a triple bottom
line of economic, environmental, and social benefits that sustain the quality of life in Los Angeles. For more
information, please visit www.lacitysan.org.
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Update Electronic Sewage Sludge/Biosolids Annual Program Report [40 CFR part 503] by Tom Meregillano, Co-Chair
- Orange County Sanitation District
On November 21, 2016, EPA held a conference call for all beta testers (POTW Workgroup) to go through the latest
revisions of the electronic reporting form (NeT Form). They conducted a live demo of the annual reporting form and
provided the opportunity for the workgroup to comment. The following are brief highlights:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

EPA is requesting final comments from the workgroup by December 5th;
The electronic reporting tool will be available in EPA’s NeT https://cdx.epa.gov/ and be ready for immediate
use starting December 21, 2016;
For the 2016 Federal Biosolids Annual Report, EPA will collect the biosolids pollutant concentration data
directly on the NeT form;
EPA’s current plan is to use NetDMR to collect the biosolids pollutant concentration data for the 2017
Federal Biosolids Annual Report;
EPA will mail out a post card and email communication to POTWs/generators in December on information of
the electronic reporting tool;
Webinar trainings are tentatively scheduled to begin December 12th;
EPA is also developing video tutorials on how to create an account in CDX to access NeT and how to file the
Federal Biosolids Annual Report, which will be available for immediate use starting December 21st; and
EPA is also developing detailed user’s guides for how to complete this annual report (planned publication
date is December 21st).

Reminder: Funding Solicitation – CASA/WERF Research Project: Biosolids Application on Fire Ravaged Lands by
Tom Meregillano, Co-Chair – Orange County Sanitation District (Source: CASA)
The Water Environment Research Foundation (WERF) has accepted CASA’s proposal to reclaim fire-ravaged land
using biosolids as a Targeted Collaborative Research Project and is ready to actively solicit funding contributions from
their vast network. To that end, CASA have developed a two-page summary to introduce the effort and serve as a
request for contributions. Funding will be sought from the U.S. as well as Canada, Australia, and globally. Contact
Greg Kester gkester@casaweb.org or Allison Dienes Adeines@werf.org at WERF if your agency is able to contribute
any funding as requested in the summary. Please find the two page summary at this link: http://casaweb.org/wpcontent/uploads/2015/12/TCR-Fire-Ravaged-Biosolids-Scope-DRAFT-092216-GK.pdf

Biosolids Conferences, Webinars, and Meetings


CASA Winter Conference Palm Springs - January 18th – 20th



2017 WEF Residuals and Biosolids Conference - The Future of Biosolids and Bioenergy: April 8-11, 2017,
held in Seattle Convention Center, Seattle, Washington. Abstracts were due on September 7, 2016.
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COLLECTIONS COMMITTEE REPORT
Ralph Palomares, Chair
RPalomares@etwd.com

Dindo Carrillo, Vice Chair
dcarrillo@ocsd.com

Collection Systems Committee Update by Ralph Palomares, Chair – El Toro Water District
Well its already December and where did the year go, as I say to myself it seems like we just had our first SCAP
collections meeting of 2016 at IRWD back in January . We had many great presentations over this past year from
odor control to the removal of calcium in our sewer pipes to the new mechanical grease kitchen devices now
available.
Ok that’s enough of the shop talk but I would like to say thank you to John Pastore for all of his help and dedication
over the past years with the collections committee and we wish him the best in his retirement and his fishing and
gold panning. Also a big thank you to Pam Merriam for all her assistance over the year and of course to Steve
Jepsen, as we look forward to working with you in the near future with upcoming collections committee meetings in
2017. Also I would like to thank my Co–Chairperson Dindo Carillo of OCSD for assisting as co-chairperson once again
in 2016. And I also would like to thank my agency, the EL TORO WATER DISTRICT, for supporting me and letting me
have the time to act as Chair for the SCAP Collections Committee in 2016 and I also wish the SCAP Board of Directors
and all the other SCAP committee members as well as all of you a very Happy Holiday Season!!!
Thanks-- Ralph Palomares, ETWD
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ENERGY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE REPORT
Pietro Cambiaso, Chair
Pcambias@ieua.org

Ray Bennett, Vice Chair
Bennett@irwd.com

Water Research Foundation Develops Water-Energy Nexus Paper provided by Ray Bennett, Vice Chair - IRWD
The Water Research Foundation has directed a collaborative effort with the water sector to present research and policy
recommendations to the Department of Energy (DOE). The resulting white paper, titled The Energy-Water Nexus: A Plan
for Collaboration Between the Department of Energy and Water Sector, is intended to be used as the DOE transitions
between administrations. The Water Research Foundation led this effort because collaboration between the energy and
water sectors will result in sustainable systems that create jobs as well as stimulate energy efficiency, resource recovery,
and water conservation to benefit the customers we serve, public health, the economy, and the environment.
The white paper provides (1) an overview of the water-energy nexus, (2) successful water-energy programs and
partnerships, (3) policy and research gaps in the water-energy nexus, and (4) recommendations and next steps. The
white paper was developed in response to a September 7 meeting between the water sector and the Honorable Ernest
Moniz, Secretary of Energy, to discuss policy and research priorities.
The eight water sector organizations who collaborated on the white paper include: Water Research Foundation, Water
Environment & Reuse Foundation, Water Environment Federation, American Water Works Association, National
Association of Clean Water Agencies, Association of Metropolitan Water Agencies, National Association of Water
Companies, and U.S. Water Alliance. These organizations represent utilities that provide service to 90 percent of the
population in the United States served by drinking water, wastewater, resource recovery, reuse, and stormwater
systems.
The Water Research Foundation has been studying energy management, efficiency, and recovery, as well as renewable
energy, for decades. More information about the energy-water nexus and WRF resources on energy can be found at
Energy Management Knowledge Portal.
Irvine Ranch Water District participates in a water energy nexus You Tube video – by Ray Bennett, IRWD
IRWD and SCAP’s Energy Committee Vice Chair Ray Bennett, recently participated with The Climate Registry in preparing
a You Tube video regarding the Energy-Water-Green House Gas (WEG) nexus. The video focuses on three main themes:
 The connection and complexity of the water-energy & GHG nexus and the benefits of reducing water and energy use
which results in GHG reduction.
 The need and benefits of developing a standardized GHG accounting and reporting methodology to account for the
embedded energy and GHGs in transporting water.
 The Climate Registry's work to develop the WEG accounting methodology.
Click here to watch: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4zc5ArP0Gm0
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WATER ISSUES COMMITTEE REPORT
Al Javier, Chair
javiera@emwd.org
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SCAP is Participating in Focus Group Meetings for Proposed Statewide Biostimulatory Substances Amendment for
Wadeable Streams
State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) staff is developing proposed amendments to the statewide
Water Quality Control Plan for Inland Surface Waters, Enclosed Bays, and Estuaries. The proposed amendments
would include consistent, statewide nutrient water quality objectives and implementation methods to control
nutrient over-enrichment in waters of the state by limiting anthropogenic factors and sources of eutrophication
[Biostimulatory Substances Amendment].
Based on a recent Surface Water Ambient Monitoring Program (SWAMP) report, roughly 60 percent of the State’s
wadeable stream networks are in good condition with respect to nutrients. The primary goal of the proposed
Biostimulatory Substances Amendment is to protect the 60 percent of streams in good condition and restore to the
maximum extent possible the other 40 percent. The proposed Biostimulatory Substances Amendment would achieve
this goal by establishing narrative objectives for biostimulatory substances supported by numeric translators, which
will in turn be implemented in Water Board programs to protect and restore beneficial uses.
The Nutrient Numeric Endpoint (NNE) assessment framework proposes nutrient numeric endpoints1 based on an
evaluation of risk to beneficial uses. The goal is to establish the correct nutrient balance to support beneficial uses
and healthy biological conditions. The NNE assessment framework consists of two major components. The first
component provides biological response indicators with numeric thresholds that are paired with beneficial uses for
assessment purposes. The second component consists of models that link the numeric thresholds of these biological
response indicators to nutrient targets, which can then be used for National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
(NPDES) permits, Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs), and other regulatory programs.
Water Board staff have been working with a technical team consisting of staff from the United States Environmental
Protection Agency (U.S. EPA), State Water Board, Regional Water Quality Control Boards (Regional Water Boards),
Southern California Coastal Water Research Project (SCCWRP), and Tetra Tech. In addition to the technical team, the
project includes a regulatory advisory
group, a stakeholder advisory group,
and a science panel. Throughout this
document we will refer to the
combination of the regulatory advisory
group, stakeholder group, the
science panel, and the technical team as
the Project Team.

Figure 1 – Project Team Organization
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The Project Team has on-going outreach and discussion about the development of the NNE assessment framework
and will continue this outreach through the adoption of the amendments.
This first phase of the biostimulatory substances project will focus on wadeable streams. Future phases of the
project will address estuaries, enclosed bays, lakes, reservoirs, and non-wadeable streams. However, there are two
parallel projects in progress related to biostimulatory substances. These two projects focus specifically on the San
Francisco Bay and the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta because of the complexity and size of the two waterbodies.
I. Purpose of Focus Group Meetings
The purpose of the focus group meetings is for State Water Board staff to present options for the proposed
Biostimulatory Substances Amendment and to gather feedback from key groups to aid in the development of the
draft regulatory proposal. SCAP, CASA, BACWA, CWEA and CVCWA, representing the wastewater community, all
participated in the first Focus Group meeting held in Sacramento in April. The next meeting will be held in November
2016.
Further information on this subject can be found on the SCAP website by clicking here.
Framework for Direct Potable Reuse - by Al Javier, Chair - EVMWD
A Guidance Document entitled, “Framework for Direct Potable Reuse” has been released and can be found on the
SCAP website here. This document is the result of a collaborative effort between WateReuse, the American Water
Works Association, and the Water Environment Federation through an independent advisory panel administered by
the National Water Research Institute. The panel convened over a period of almost two years to identify the subject
areas and topics that future DPR guidelines will need to address, and prepare the final document.
The purpose of this document is to provide a detailed framework that can be used in the development of guidelines
for the implementation of DPR. Because DPR is intended to augment existing drinking water supplies that are
already subject to federal and state drinking water regulations, the focus of this document is on the following:
 Provide a discussion of the guidance needed for each of the three key components (regulatory, technical, and
public outreach) that make up a DPR program, as described in Table 1.1.
 Assist decision makers in understanding the role DPR projects can play in the overall water portfolio of a
community.
Topics Addressed in the Framework Document
The focus of this framework document is on the following three key components of a DPR program:
 Regulatory considerations
 Technical issues related to the production of ATW for potable reuse
 Public outreach
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WASTEWATER PRETREATMENT COMMITTEE REPORT
Mark Kawamoto, Chair
Kawamoto@ocsd.com

Barbara Sharatz, Vice Chair
BSharatz@sandiego.gov

Changes to the Pretreatment Committee Leadership Role by Steve Jepsen, SCAP
Congratulations to OCSD’s Jim Colston who recently received a promotion and a new assignment of duties and as
such will no longer be able to chair the Pretreatment Committee here at SCAP. The formation of the Pretreatment
Committee was Jim’s brainchild and we very much appreciate Jim’s vision and contributions over the years. Stepping
in as the new Committee Chair will be Mark Kawamoto also from OCSD who will provide a seamless leadership
transition. Mark continues a long line of OCSD staffers who have served as committee chairs in the past. The City of
San Diego’s Barbara Sharatz will continue to provide support to the committee in the Vice Chair role.
Dental Amalgam Rule - by Mark Kawamoto, Chair - OCSD
EPA is proposing technology-based pretreatment standards under the Clean Water Act for discharges of pollutants
into publicly owned treatment works (POTWs) from existing and new dental practices that involve the discharge of
dental amalgam. The proposal would require dental practices to comply with requirements for controlling the
discharge of dental amalgam pollutants into POTWs based on the best available technology or best available control
technology and Best Management Practices.
EPA is also proposing to amend selected parts of the General Pretreatment Regulations (40 CFR Part 403) to
streamline oversight requirements for the dental sector. EPA expects compliance with this proposed rule would
reduce the discharge of metals to POTWs by at least 8.8 tons per year, half of which is mercury. EPA estimates the
annual cost of the proposed rule would be $44 to $49 million.
The proposed rule would require all affected dentists to control mercury discharges to POTWs by reducing their
discharge of dental amalgam to a level achievable through the use of the best available technology (amalgam
separators) and the use of Best Management Practices. In order to simplify compliance with, and enforcement of the
numeric reduction requirements, the proposed rule would allow dentists to demonstrate compliance by installing,
operating and maintaining amalgam separators.
The proposal also includes a provision by which dental offices that have already installed amalgam separators that do
not meet the proposed amalgam removal efficiency would still be considered in compliance with the rule for the life
of the amalgam separator. Removing concentrated sources of mercury to POTWs opportunistically, such as through
low-cost amalgam separators at dental offices (average annual cost per dental office: $700), is a common sense
solution to managing mercury that would otherwise be released to air, land, and water. A hearing on this rule was
scheduled for November 10, 2014, however, a 60-day extension was granted extending the comment period at the
request of the Summit Partners and NACWA. The extended public comment period closed on February 20, 2015 and
EPA is currently working on its response to comments. It is expected that a final rule will be approved sometime in
the upcoming months.
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The Pretreatment Committee would like to share a personal story about John that is related to the Dental Category
that we are still tracking. Near the end of the comment period for the Dental Category, enough agencies in our
committee had issues with the initial proposed regulation, that Jim Colston, the committee chair, had a discussion
with John on whether SCAP should also submit a comment letter. John was very supportive and encouraged us to
make it happen. Because time was short, we quickly arranged for a couple of teleconferences and agreed upon the
major points for the comments. John then had to share the draft comment letter with the Board, but despite the
extra step, SCAP ended up beating OCSD in submitting a comment letter by a couple of days!
On behalf of the Wastewater Pretreatment Committee, we would like to express our appreciation for John Pastore’s
guidance and leadership over the years. We wish him well on his future endeavors.

CWEA’s Annual P3S Conference
CWEA is holding the annual P3S Conference from February 27th to March 1st at the Hyatt Vineyard Creek in Santa
Rosa. This is the annual training event for pretreatment and stormwater professionals. Topics will include local
limits; stormwater inspections; pretreatment and water reuse; and the latest on California and EPA regulations.
www.cwea.org/p3s

Non Sequitur
“You can accomplish anything in life, provided that you don’t mind who gets the credit.”
Harry Truman, quoted in Fortune.com
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