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Executive Director’s Message
HAPPY BIRTHDAY CWA!
HAPPY THANKSGIVING!
SCAP GENERAL MEETING AND HOLIDAY LUNCHEON
As usual, I’m late in sending out my birthday
wishes but as they say, “better late than never”!
October 18, 2014 marked the 42nd anniversary of
the Clean Water Act (CWA) adoption. This past
March the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
released a proposal that the agency says would
improve the quality of drinking water supplies for a
third of all Americans by: 1) reducing confusion
about the CWA protection; 2) clarifying the types of waters covered under
the CWA; 3) saving businesses time and money; 4) providing more benefits
to the public than costs; and 5) helping states protect their waters.
I admit that I am as guilty as anyone when it comes to taking clean water
for granted. However, just like assuring clean air, assuring clean water
requires significant effort on our part. Our water and wastewater agencies
work tirelessly day-in-and-day out to assure the public, that when they
open the faucet, the water flowing out is safe to drink and when they flush
the toilet, the contents are treated and disposed of in a way that protects
the environment.

Organizations such as Water For People,
that raise awareness to the plight of
SCAP STAFF
others across the world without adequate
John Pastore, Executive Director clean water supplies, keep us grounded
jpastore@scap1.org
and aware of how important reliable
Pam
Merriam,
Administrator water supplies can be. And while I would
like to think that water and wastewater
pmerriam@scap1.org
providers across the nation would
Ray Miller, Exec. Director Emeritus adequately police themselves, history
rmiller@scap1.org
suggests otherwise.
Southern California Alliance of
Publicly Owned Treatment Works
P.O. Box 231565
Encinitas, CA 92024-1565
Ph. (760) 479-4880
Fax (760) 479-4881

Incredibly, the Clean Water Act did not come into existence until its
adoption on October 18, 1972. What that means is that many of us have
lived without the protection of the CWA for a good portion of our lives.
Unfortunately, my fading memory does not allow me to remember much
about pollution back in those days, as I was too busy growing up and
attending college.
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However, I decided to take a trip down “memory lane” [Editor’s note: commonly called “the internet”] in an effort to
jog my memory. It seems that our forefathers were aware of how badly we were behaving even back in 1899, when
Congress adopted the Rivers and Harbors Act, primarily to protect navigation and prohibit wastewater discharge into
the nation’s rivers and harbors that was so bad it was interfering with transportation.
Not until 50-years later did Congress finally get around to adopting the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (FWPCA),
which remarkably gave no regulatory authority to the federal government but instead encouraged water pollution
control by the individual states. As we know, not all states have the environmental awareness of California, so
wastewater pollution continued, which resulted in further action to be taken by Congress in 1956, when it amended
the FWPCA to provide states and localities with grants totaling $500 million for construction of wastewater
treatment plants. Unfortunately, reliance on consensus and voluntary compliance rendered this effort ineffective.
Another ineffective effort by Congress [Editor’s note: Isn’t hindsight wonderful?] came in 1965, when it adopted the
Water Quality Act, which ordered the states to develop water quality standards and come up with plans for
compliance using data linked to actual polluters, only it turned out this data was not available. Fortunately, the one
good thing coming out of this act was its focus on the ecological health of waterways for fishing and swimming. Prior
to this act, the focus was only on drinking water and human health.
Finally, on October 18, 1972 Congress got around to amending the Federal Water Pollution Control Act and passed
what we now know as the Clean Water Act. The adoption of the CWA didn’t come easy as both the House and
Senate had to override a veto by President Nixon to achieve success. At the
time, the CWA’s defined purpose was “the restoration and maintenance of the
chemical, physical and biological integrity of the nation’s waters.” It set a goal
of eliminating pollution in “all navigable waters of the United States” by 1985.
As we all know, change does not come easy, and the cleanup of polluted
waterways is no exception. One of the more significant achievements of the
CWA came about on December 9, 1983, when federal, state and local partners
came together to sign a historic pact to initiate a clean-up of the Chesapeake
Bay, which was plagued with pollution from sewage treatment plants, urban
runoff and farm waste. The pollution was so bad that the cleanup continues even today.
To understand the impacts of the proposed amendments to the CWA, it is important to remember that the original
CWA established a federal discharge permit system and provided for a broader federal role in setting effluent
limitations. It also greatly increased funding for sewage treatment plants and created terms such as: “Navigable
Waters”; and “Waters of the United States”, which have become the subject of much debate.
According to EPA the proposed changes to the CWA will clarify what types of waters are covered by the Act but will
not protect any new types of waters that have not historically been covered under the Clean Water Act. Specifically,
the proposed rule clarifies these assertions:
 Most seasonal and rain-dependent streams are protected.
 Wetlands near rivers and streams are protected.
 Other types of waters may have more uncertain connections with downstream water and protection will be
evaluated through a case specific analysis of whether the connection is or is not significant.
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However, to provide more certainty, the proposal requests comment on options protecting similarly situated
waters in certain geographic areas or adding to the categories of waters protected without case specific
analysis.
EPA states that “the proposed rule would provide an estimated $388 million to $514 million annually of benefits to
the public, including reducing flooding, filtering pollution, providing wildlife habitat, supporting hunting and fishing,
and recharging groundwater. The public benefits significantly outweigh the costs of about $162 million to $278
million per year for mitigating impacts to streams and wetlands, and taking steps to reduce pollution to waterways”.
It further claims that the changes will benefit businesses by increasing efficiency in determining coverage of the Act.
However, not everyone is happy with the proposed changes, especially farmers and developers. The Farm Bureau,
together with dozens of other business groups, is protesting the proposed changes. Farmers, ranchers and
developers say the proposal would expand regulatory authority to many common land features including puddles,
ponds, ditches, and temporary and small wetlands. They claim the proposal would give federal agencies power to
regulate and potentially prohibit many common land-use and farming practices on or near privately owned land.
Of concern to farmers and developers are the naturally occurring land contours that don't connect to streams or
other bodies of water. Many of these land contours appear occasionally as “wet spots”, yet could fall under the
jurisdiction of the CWA. In response, EPA has said farmers would face less regulation under its proposal. Critiques,
however, maintain that obtaining permits, meanwhile, could delay time-sensitive tasks for months, potentially
ruining crops in the process and accuse EPA of deliberately misleading the regulated community about the impacts
on land use.
Stay tuned, as this debate is just heating up. To-date, more than 700,000 members of the public have submitted
comments on the rule. Comments are being accepted through November. 14th.
On a lighter note, we here at SCAP want to wish you and your families a wonderful and Happy Thanksgiving holiday.
We are ever so thankful for your support to SCAP and value your friendship and participation. Also, please keep in
mind that we will be holding our annual General Meeting and holiday luncheon on Tuesday, December 2nd at the El
Niguel Country Club in Laguna Niguel and everyone is invited. Invitations will be sent to each agency and associate
member representative for distribution very soon, so please look for that or contact Pam if you would like to attend.
Thankfully yours,

John Pastore
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California Clean Water Summit Partners Update by John Pastore, SCAP
The California Clean Water Summit Partners consist of the following associations:
 Bay Area Clean Water Association (BACWA)
 California Association of Sanitation Agencies (CASA)
 California Water Environment Association (CWEA)
 Central Valley Clean Water Association (CVCWA)
 Southern California Alliance of Publicly Owned Treatment Works (SCAP)
 Tri-TAC
The next Summit Partners meeting is scheduled for November 10th in Sacramento and will feature staff from the
SWRCB’s Office of Enforcement.

Always remember-- we can soar as high as our dreams will take us!
Photo courtesy of Ralph Palomares
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AIR QUALITY COMMITTEE REPORT
David Rothbart, Chair
drothbart@lacsd.org

LOCAL AIR DISTRICT NEWS AT A GLANCE
Posted meeting dates and proposed new rule development for the following air districts can be found at these sites:
Imperial County APCD
Mojave Desert AQMD
San Diego APCD
Santa Barbara APCD

Ventura County APCD

South Coast AQMD

Air Quality Committee Leadership Change by John Pastore, SCAP
At the last Air Quality Committee meeting, SCAP’s longtime Air Committee Chair--Kris Flaig, tendered his resignation
as chair of the air committee, citing upcoming workload requirements at the City of LA’s Bureau of Sanitation in
connection with the on-going digester gas project. Kris has chaired the committee for the past 4 ½ years and has
contributed heavily to its success.
I wish to thank Kris for all of his contributions to the committee over the years and acknowledge his leadership skills.
His thought provoking articles in the newsletter will be missed. We all wish you the best Kris and look forward to
continuing to work with you on the committee.
LACSD’s David Rothbart, who has been the committee’s vice chair since Greg Adam’s retirement, will replace Kris as
the new Air Committee Chair.
SCAQMD Rule 1110.2 Status Report by David Rothbart, Chair - LACSD
On October 29th, a Rule 1110.2 Biogas Technology Advisory Committee meeting was held to discuss: (1) the status of
ongoing demonstrations and (2) extending the compliance deadline beyond January 1, 2016. Reports were provided
regarding the Hydrogen Assisted Lean Operation (HALO), NOxTech and other demonstrations. While the HALO
project has not commenced testing yet, the NOxTech demonstration is yielding promising results on both natural and
digester gas. However, none of the retrofit projects will be completed by the January 1, 2016 deadline specified by
the rule.
For those unable to attend, the meeting agenda and presentations can be downloaded by clicking on the links below:
 Agenda
 Technology Status Reports
o SCAQMD Projects
o City of San Bernardino Water Department
o Eastern Municipal Water District
o Brea Parent
o Ener-Core
o Orange County Sanitation District
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New Technologies
o Liebherr Swiss Engine
 Swiss Engine Emissions Report
o Biogas & Electric

At the July 25, 2014 SCAQMD Stationary Source Committee meeting, Governing Board members concurred that SCAP
member agencies should be provided additional time to retrofit their biogas engines. Nevertheless, SCAQMD staff
seems to be hesitant to make a commitment for such an arrangement at this time. Another Biogas Technical
Advisory Committee meeting is tentatively scheduled for January 2015, where this subject will be discussed again. In
the meantime, the Air Quality Committee will work with SCAQMD staff to secure relief for members that have
worked in good-faith to comply with this rule.
SCAQMD Proposed Rule 1188 by David Rothbart, Vice Chair - LACSD
The Air Quality Committee continues to work with SCAQMD staff to develop a vacuum truck operations
questionnaire for Proposed Rule 1188. The purpose of this SCAQMD survey is to estimate potential VOC emissions
from wastewater vacuum trucks. Assuming the resulting survey confirms that the wastewater sector is an
insignificant source of VOC emissions, our vacuum trucks will be exempted from this rule.
As reported previously, SCAP provided emission test results from a representative wastewater vacuum truck, which
illustrate that insignificant levels of VOCs are associated with wastewater activities. However, SCAQMD staff
suggested that they might want to rely upon a more conservative estimation approach. A meeting to review
SCAQMD’s proposed calculation methodology has been scheduled for November 6th at 9am. SCAP members are
encouraged to attend and provide feedback regarding SCAQMD’s proposed methodology. If you would like to attend
or have any questions, please contact David Rothbart at drothbart@lacsd.org.
Calculated Cancer Risks will greatly increase under new OEHHA Guidelines—Update by Patrick Griffith, LACSD
Cancer risks reported under the state’s AB2588 program could triple overnight once OEHHA’s latest draft health risk
assessment (HRA) guidance document is approved. Risks calculated using OEHHA guidelines can trigger mandatory
risk reduction plans or public notices of a perceived increased risk to the community if risk management thresholds
are exceeded. Thousands of facilities could be affected even if air emissions of AB2588 listed compounds remain
unchanged according to a recent CAPCOA estimate.
The public review period for the draft HRA guidance has closed and the guidance is now being reviewed by the
Cal/EPA Scientific Review Panel (SRP). The SRP is scheduled to convene on November 12 th in Sacramento. Venues
for the public are limited to either Sacramento or UCLA via teleconferencing. The SRP will not accept public
testimony at the meeting and no webcast is available. Although public participation is predictably scarce, SCAP
representatives will be in attendance.
The projected release for both the final new guidance and CARB’s updated risk assessment software (HARP) could
occur by early next year. SCAP members should anticipate significantly increased demands on staff and computer
time. A recent analysis by a SCAP member revealed that the computer processing time for one of its facilities took
nearly 130 hours.
Air districts throughout California can now set new risk management thresholds for public noticing and risk reduction
triggers. SCAP members should carefully track how their air district sets any risk management thresholds. Public

Page | 6

November 2014
Homepage

Air Report

Biosolids Report

Collections Report

Energy Report

Water Report

Pretreatment Report

comment will be accepted when CARB updates its risk management guidelines, and for risk management rules by
local air districts like SCAQMD’s Rules 1401 and 1402.

The Future of Heavy Duty On-Road Truck Regulations in California by Frank Caponi, LACSD
In September 2000, the California Air Resources Board (CARB) approved a comprehensive Diesel Risk Reduction Plan
(Plan) to reduce diesel emissions and health risk from both new and existing diesel-fueled engines and vehicles.
Specifically, the Plan’s goal was to reduce diesel PM emissions by 85% by 2020. Since the adoption of the Plan CARB
has established regulations for every diesel engine operating in California. Existing heavy-duty on-road trucks in
California are a significant source of emissions and were an early target of the Plan beginning with the Fleet Rule for
Public Agencies and Utilities (approved in 2005 focusing on diesel PM), and later a new regulation to bring in private
and federal fleets of heavy-duty trucks and buses (originally approved by the Board in 2008 focusing on diesel PM
and NOx emissions). While the original concept of the Plan was to address reduction of diesel PM, it later became
apparent that these regulations also provided the opportunity to reduce NOx emission from diesel engines in support
of the regional needs to attain national ambient air standards. Thus, many of the diesel engine regulations address
both diesel PM and NOx emission reductions.
In 2011 the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) adopted its Phase I Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions and
fuel economy standards for medium- and heavy-duty engines and vehicles focusing in on model years 2014 through
2019. CARB also had similar regulations for larger tractor-trailer GHG emissions which became effective in 2010, but
revised them to be consistent with the EPA Phase I regulations (approved by the Board December 2013). These
regulations not only target engines, but the entire vehicle through improved fuel efficiencies that can be achieved in
vehicle aerodynamics and low-rolling resistance tires. The target of the Phase I program is GHG, but there is also a
co-benefit achieved in NOx reduction.
No sooner was the ink dried on these regulations when, in response to President Obama’s new climate and job
initiatives, EPA announced that by March 2015 the next phase (Phase II) of medium- and heavy-duty vehicle fuel
efficiency and GHG standards will be proposed, to be adopted by March of 2016. These standards will build on the
Phase I regulations for model years post 2018 with an even greater focus on efficiencies throughout the vehicles, as
well as incorporation of advanced truck engine technologies.
At the CARB October 24 Board meeting, the Board was briefed on the current truck regulations as well as the
upcoming EPA Phase II standards. Two important points came out of the presentation. First, CARB is very concerned
about problems with the current truck regulations, specifically, engine durability and the need for in-use NOx control
improvements. Apparently, recent surveys of over 1,000 in-use trucks have shown on-going problems in these areas
that ultimately reduce the projected emission reductions from existing trucks. CARB will be focusing improvements
in these areas by whatever means may be necessary. Second, and more important, CARB staff indicated that they
will likely have to go beyond the EPA Phase II standards heading towards zero and near-zero emission technologies.
The focus will be on technology development and deployment, well to wheels emissions and advances in
infrastructure. CARB may begin regulatory development of these concepts next year parallel to the EPA Phase II
regulatory proposals, and perhaps we may see increased regulatory pressure on existing truck fleets as well. For
those that follow the SCAQMD Air Quality Management Plan development process, you are aware that to achieve
ozone national ambient air standards, huge reductions of NOx and VOCs emissions must be achieved in the mobile
sector, especially in medium and heavy-duty truck fleets.
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To this end, CARB must do its part in controlling the mobile sector. A concern expressed by Board members at the
October meeting was adopting stringent regulations state-wide even though not all regions need as drastic a
reduction as a region such as the SCAQMD. CARB will be exploring ways to make more stringent mobile
requirements more region-specific. In 2015, we should begin seeing some of CARB’s proposals in this area.
Regardless of the tact, new and more stringent truck regulations are on their way.

BIOSOLIDS COMMITTEE REPORT
Tom Meregillano, Co-Chair
TMeregillano@ocsd.org

Diane Gilbert Jones, Co-Chair
diane.gilbert@lacity.org

Biosolids Committee Leadership Change by John Pastore, SCAP
Last month, SCAP’s longtime Biosolids Committee Chair—Matt Bao, tendered his resignation as chair of the biosolids
committee, citing a change in workload focus at the Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County. Matt will now be
directing his efforts towards on-going water quality permit issues. Matt has chaired the committee for the past 3 ½
years and has contributed heavily to its success.
I wish to thank Matt for all of his contributions to the committee, as he has assisted me greatly with meeting topics
and newsletter articles over the years. We all wish you the best Matt in your new area of responsibilities.
The committee has been left in the very capable hands of OCSD’s-Tom Meregillano and the City of LA’s-Diane GilbertJones, who together will be co-chairing the biosolids committee in the future.
Kern County Lawsuit Update by Diane Gilbert Jones, Chair – LACSD
On September 26, 2014, the City of L.A. filed a motion in Tulare County Superior Court supporting a summary
judgment to issue a permanent injunction against Kern County Measure E. Hearing scheduled on January 15, 2015.
Link to City of L.A.’s motion for a summary judgment:
http://www.casaweb.org/documents/2014-0926_filed_mpa_supp_mot_for_summary_judgment_or_adjudication.pdf .
California Department of Resources and Recycling and Recovery - Formal Rulemaking Begins for Compostable
Materials, Transfer/Processing Regulations by Tom Meregillano, Co-Chair – OCSD
On October 10, 2014, CalRecycle announced the beginning of the formal rulemaking process for their composting
and anaerobic digestion regulations. These are the important regulations for anaerobic digestion, which include the
exclusion for POTWs accepting hauled in organic waste for co-digestion. Other proposed amendments will focus on
topics such as food material/vegetative food material, physical contamination limits (0.1% by weight), landapplication of compostable materials, odor, in-vessel digestion regulations, and solid waste facility permit
application.
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Any interested person may submit written comments relevant to the proposed regulation to CalRecycle. The written
comment period for this rulemaking closes at 4:00 p.m. on December 5, 2014. Please submit your written comments
to: Ken Decio.
Waste Permitting, Compliance and Mitigation Division
California Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery
P.O. Box 4025
Sacramento, CA 95812-4025
Fax: (916) 319-7244
E-mail: compost.transfer.regs@calrecycle.ca.gov
A public hearing to receive oral and written comments has been scheduled for December 10, 2014. The hearing will
be held at:
Joe Serna Jr., Cal EPA Building
Coastal Hearing Room
1001 I Street, 2nd Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814
The hearing will begin at 1:30 PM on December 10, 2014 and will conclude after all testimony is given.
Link to proposed regulations and rulemaking process:
http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/Laws/Rulemaking/Compost/default.htm

CASA Standard Operating Procedure Training for Receipt and Management of Hauled in Organic Waste by Tom
Meregillano, Co-Chair – OCSD (Source CASA)
CASA sponsored two free training sessions on the proposed exclusion from CalRecycle regulations for the receipt and
management of hauled in organic waste for co-digestion at POTWs. These sessions were held at Encina JPA in
Carlsbad on October 28th and at Central Contra Costa Sanitary District in Martinez on October 30th. Each session
provided an overview of the following:
 Co-Digestion Exemption Background – Greg Kester - CASA
 State Water Boards Regulatory Position and New Permit Requirements to Develop SOPs – Johnny Gonzales
SWRCB
 Proposed CalRecycle Regulations – Ken Decio - CalRecycle
 SOP Template and actual SOP examples – LACSD and Central Marin
For copies of the presentations, contact Greg Kester at gkester@casaweb.org
NBP Awards Three Biosolids Management Organizations by Tom Meregillano, Co-Chair – OCSD (Source Water
Environment Federation)
On October 1st at WEFTEC 2014, the National Biosolids Partnership (NBP) honored three biosolids management
organizations with the prestigious 10 Years Platinum award. The three organizations - Orange County Sanitation
District, City of Los Angeles, and DC Water of Washington - represent leaders in the industry for continuous
improvement and best management practices in biosolids management.
"These awards are an incredible achievement representing a great deal of hard work and commitment," said Sr.
Program Manager, Lisa McFadden of the Water Environment Federation (WEF), Water, Science, and Engineering
Center.

Page | 9

November 2014
Homepage

Air Report

Biosolids Report

Collections Report

Energy Report

Water Report

Pretreatment Report

The NBP, which advances environmentally sound biosolids management practices, is operated by the Water
Environment Federation in collaboration with the National Association of Clean Water Agencies and local and
regional biosolids management organizations across the U.S. and Canada with support from the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency. The NBP serves as the information clearinghouse on effective biosolids practices and offers an
environmental management system (EMS)-based certification program that requires participating organizations to go
beyond regulatory requirements.
New WEF Report on Energy from Biosolids by Tom Meregillano, Co-Chair – OCSD (Source CASA)
The National Biosolids Partnership released a new report “Enabling the Future: Advancing Resource Recovery from
Biosolids. This report builds upon the NBP 2011 report “Charting the Future of Biosolids, which Greg Kester, CASA
Director of Renewable Resources Program, was involved in producing.
Link to report: http://www.wef.org/uploadedFiles/Biosolids/PDFs/ENABLING%20THE%20FUTURE.pdf
SCAP Biosolids Survey by Tom Meregillano, Co-Chair – OCSD
This is a courtesy reminder for SCAP members to complete the online Biosolids Trends Survey:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/XNFBKVQ . Your input is important to gather critical information to capture the
biosolids management trends covering 2013 and 2014 period, which will be shared with members.
Biosolids Conferences/Webinars:
WEF/WERF Free Webinar:
Wastewater Worker Safety – Addressing Concerns on Ebola in Wastewater: This joint WEF/WERF webcast scheduled
for November 4, 2014 will address concerns that the Ebola virus poses on wastewater worker safety, including a
general overview on the survival of the Ebola virus in wastewater, sanitation and personal protective practices, and
what is needed in terms of research. Discussion will focus on the following:
 A general overview of what is known about the survival of the Ebola virus in wastewater and what is needed
in terms of research,
 Sanitation and personal protective practices for wastewater personnel and other WEF resources on operator
safety, and
 The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Interim Guidance for Workers Handling Untreated
Sewage from Ebola Cases in the United States (if released prior to this webcast).
Link to register: https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/797089520
Northwest Biosolids Management Association: Annual NBMA’s 2015 Biosolids Management Conference, September
20 - 22, 2015 Campbell's Conference Center; Chelan, WA.
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COLLECTIONS COMMITTEE REPORT
Ralph Palomares, Chair
RPalomares@etwd.com

Dindo Carrillo, Vice Chair
dcarrillo@ocsd.com

Collection Systems Committee Update by Ralph Palomares, El Toro Water District
[Editor’s Note: Our fearless leader, Ralph, is currently out of commission while he recovers from shoulder surgery.
We wish him the best and look forward to hearing from him next month. Get well soon Ralph!]
Ebola Virus Update by John Pastore, SCAP
I have received quite a few inquiries from concerned members recently regarding information on preventive
measures for wastewater workers in connection with the Ebola virus. I have been very careful not distribute any
factual information to this point on advice of agency members that are working with the Center for Disease Control
(CDC) and the Water Environment Federation (WEF) since so little is known at this point and no official information
has been released. However, I did want to pass on the following information from WEF/WERF and CASA that should
be helpful until the CDC releases its guidance document in the coming days.
WEF/WERF Free Webinar
Wastewater Worker Safety – Addressing Concerns on Ebola in Wastewater: This joint WEF/WERF webcast scheduled
for November 4, 2014 will address concerns that the Ebola virus poses on wastewater worker safety, including a
general overview on the survival of the Ebola virus in wastewater, sanitation and personal protective practices, and
what is needed in terms of research. Discussion will focus on the following:
 A general overview of what is known about the survival of the Ebola virus in wastewater and what is needed
in terms of research,
 Sanitation and personal protective practices for wastewater personnel and other WEF resources on operator
safety, and
 The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Interim Guidance for Workers Handling Untreated
Sewage from Ebola Cases in the United States (if released prior to this webcast).
Link to register: https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/797089520
BLOG: The Ebola Virus and How to Manage Wastewater from Patients by Greg Kester, October 24, 2014
CASA has been working to provide members with the most up to date and credible information on the fate of the
Ebola virus and the most effective means to manage wastewater generated by patients. Fortunately, we are not yet
in an epidemic or critical mode so there is time to ensure we get it right. Concern is both for the safety of your
workforce as well as the ultimate impact from the recycling or discharge of our products, effluent and biosolids. We
know this is a top concern and priority for wastewater agencies across the nation and that is has been difficult to
obtain reliable and current information.
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Unfortunately, there have been differing messages sent and received from numerous sources. We try to clarify what
is known for you at this point, and will provide updated information as it becomes available:
The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) has developed new guidance, which they hope to release by the end of next
week. Much credit is due to the Water Environment Federation, the Water Environment Research Foundation, the
National Association of Clean Water Agencies, and others for engaging early on this issue. According to Dr. Rodney
Donlan (CDC) “the document is entitled ‘Interim Guidance for Managers and Workers Handling Untreated Sewage
from Suspected or Confirmed Individuals with Ebola in the United States’ and it is currently under review. We are
working to get this document cleared as soon as possible. That document will address the specific question of
disposal of patient wastes in the sanitary sewer system.” The guidance is under review by the Department of
Defense, Homeland Security, USEPA, and others.
Guidance issued previously by CDC states that it is safe to discharge wastewater from Ebola patients to the sewerage
system without any need for pre-treatment. This is likely based on a 2006 consensus document led by the United
States Army Medical Research Institute of Infectious Diseases in consultation with numerous experts, “Designing a
Bio-containment Unit to Care for Patients with Serious Communicable Diseases: A Consensus Statement”, which
recommends pouring wastewater from such patients down the sewer. It goes on to say that “waste need not be
pretreated (e.g., by addition of leach to toilets).” No scientific research has been identified to support this approach.
The guidance does indicate that medical facilities should communicate with the receiving wastewater authority prior
to discharging.
A “News Splash” released by the Water Research Foundation (WRF) reported that the Ebola virus cannot survive
outside of its host in water and that it would almost immediately be denatured by attempting to normalize osmotic
pressure due to a need to increase salt levels, and thus be rendered harmless. This report has proven to be
erroneous based on information from expert virologists and again, no scientific research has been uncovered to
support the statement.
Emory University Hospital in Atlanta is an approved bio-containment facility which discharges wastewater to the
DeKalb County Wastewater Authority. Wastewater authority staff understood that there was zero discharge of
wastewater from the Ebola unit at Emory, and believed the waste was double auto-claved and then incinerated.
However, according to an October 14th webinar by the CDC, Emory University, and the University of Nebraska, the
wastewater was alkaline stabilized for more than 5 minutes and then discharged to the DeKalb wastewater system.
We have not been able at this point to know which is true. However the DeKalb authority did express confidence
that either alternative would have effectively managed the virus and thus do not envision any issue.
We remain very hopeful that the new Guidance will mandate that pretreatment be done (i.e., alkaline stabilization,
UV disinfection, or with other acceptable means) prior to discharge to a sewer or manage the waste via incineration.
The guidance will be available at www.cdc.gov/ebola and we will keep you updated.
For more information contact: Greg Kester at gkester@casaweb.org 916-844-5262.
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ENERGY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE REPORT
Steven Hernandez, Chair
shernandez@lacsd.org

Jesse Pompa, Vice Chair
jpompa@ieua.org

Energy Department Issues Green Building Certification System Final Rule to Support Increased Energy
Measurement and Efficient Building Design
Supporting the Obama Administration’s goal to reduce carbon emissions and protect the environment, the Energy
Department is pursuing a suite of initiatives to strengthen federal energy management through increased focus on
measurement of energy use in federal buildings and energy efficient building design. Principal among the efforts is
the Department’s issuance of a final rule that requires verified energy and water performance for new and
retrofitted federal buildings that are certified by private sector green building certification systems.
The rule, which goes into effect Nov. 13, ensures that in cases where agencies choose to use green building
certification systems to meet federal sustainability and energy standards, they must choose a system that verifies
enhanced energy and water efficiency. By requiring re-assessments at least every four years, the rule will ensure
energy and water savings continue well beyond the initial building opening or retrofit. System requirements for the
verification of energy and water performance in new construction and major renovations will lead to reduced
consumption through active energy and water management.
The considered use of green building rating systems advances federal high performance buildings by focusing on
modernized, integrated building systems that minimize inefficiencies and waste and enhance cost-saving benefits.
DOE will provide a webinar discussing the rule’s requirements in November.
To further the Department’s sustainability and energy savings efforts, the Federal Energy Management Program
(FEMP) recently updated its Federal Building Energy Use Benchmarking Guidance, which designates the
Environmental Protection Agency’s ENERGY STAR Portfolio Manager as the sole benchmarking tool for federal
agencies. Complementing energy measurement efforts, the Department will soon release guidance for federal
building metering that will help agencies prioritize buildings for metering as they undertake efforts to measure
energy and water consumption to meet federal energy and water reduction goals. Together, these efforts will bring
increased focus to verification of energy performance and management in federal buildings.
Finally, the Energy Department issued today a supplemental notice of proposed rulemaking seeking additional
public comment on its proposed rule to phase in designs of new federal buildings and major renovations that
significantly reduce consumption of non-renewable energy commodities. The 60-day comment period closes Dec.
15, 2014.
The Department's Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy (EERE) accelerates development and facilitates
deployment of energy efficiency and renewable energy technologies and market-based solutions that strengthen U.S.
energy security, environmental quality, and economic vitality. Learn more on the FEMP website how the Energy
Department enables federal agencies to meet energy-related goals
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WATER ISSUES COMMITTEE REPORT
Al Javier, Vice Chair, Chair
javiera@emwd.org

Jennifer Shepardson, Vice Chair
Shepardson_Je@sbcity.org

Policy for Implementing the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund by John Pastore, SCAP
In order to assist public water systems with financing the cost of drinking water infrastructure projects, the State
Waterboard has prepared a Handbook that outlines the recently adopted Policy for implementation of the 1996
Amendments to the federal Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA), which created the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund
(DWSRF) program. The DWSRF provides various types of assistance for Public Water Systems (PWS), including
projects that: (1) address public health risk problems, (2) are needed to comply with the SDWA, and (3) assist those
most in need on a per household affordability basis. The federal DWSRF provides capitalization grants to states that
may be used to provide loans and other assistance to public water systems. The DWSRF program was initially
implemented by the California Department of Health Services, and subsequently transferred to the State Department
of Public Health. As of July 1, 2014, the program is implemented by the State Water Board.

Safe Drinking Water Plan for California by John Pastore, SCAP
The State Water Resources Control Board is accepting public comment on the draft Safe Drinking Water Plan for
California. The Safe Drinking Water Plan for California includes an assessment of the overall quality of the state’s
drinking water, the identification of specific water quality problems, an analysis of the known and potential health
risks that may be associated with drinking water contamination in California, and specific recommendations to
improve drinking water quality.
Although the SWRCB is not contemplating taking action at this time, public comments can be submitted up to Noon
on December 15th and additional opportunities for the public to present comments will take place at a series of
workshops around the state that will be scheduled and noticed in the future.
The Safe Drinking Water Plan and all related documents are available to view or download on the State Water
Board’s Web site at: http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/drinking_water/safedrinkingwaterplan/
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Jim Colston, Chair
JColston@ocsd.com

Barbara Sharatz, Vice Chair
BSharatz@sandiego.gov

SANITATION DISTRICTS INDUSTRY ADVISORY COUNCIL by Chris Herbeck, LACSD
When: Thursday, November 18, 2014 from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Where: Joint Administration Office, County Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County,
1955 Workman Mill Road, Whittier, CA 90601, (562) 699-7411
Advance Reservation Required for Lunch Count & Visitor Pass, cherbeck@lacsd.org or 562-908-4288 x 2958
(Emergency Contact, Chris Herbeck, Council Coordinator, 562-498-7204, cell phone)
Preliminary Agenda
11:00 a.m.
11:15 a.m.

Lunch,
West Basin Municipal Water District’s Water Reliability 2020 Program, Elise Goldman, Water
Efficiency and Recycled Water Customer Specialist, West Basin Municipal Water District
West Basin Municipal Water District (West Basin) is a wholesale water district that provides drinking
and recycled water to 17 cities and unincorporated areas throughout its 185-square mile service area
in southwest Los Angeles County. West Basin serves a population of nearly one million people and is
the sixth largest water district in California. Since West Basin’s formation in 1947, it has remained
steadfast in its commitment to ensuring water reliability. Faced with water supply challenges, West
Basin has launched a far-reaching initiative that increases water supply, quality and dependability.
The Water Reliability 2020 Program will reduce its dependence on imported water by expanding
recycled water production, doubling conservation and developing a small amount of desalted oceanwater. The combination of these efforts will cut its regional dependence on imported water from
about 66 percent today to 33 percent by 2020, reducing West Basin’s overall energy use and shifting
to a more locally-produced reliable water supply.

11:50 a.m.
12:20 p.m.

2:00 p.m.
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Council Business and Updates
Post-Election Forum from Sacramento CA and Washington DC,
courtesy of the Metal Finishing
Association
 California Politics Following the November 4 Elections, and Expectations for 2015 – From the
Governor to the Legislature, Jerry Desmond , Jr., Desmond and Desmond, Sacramento, CA.
 General Election Results and 2015 Policy Issues for Congress, Christian Richter, Principal, The
Policy Group, Washington DC.
Adjournment to Thursday, February 19, 2015 at the Sanitation Districts’ Joint Administration Office,
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Other Reminders:
IEA’s 30th Annual Environmental Conference: The Industrial Environmental Association will be having their 30th
Annual Statewide Environmental Conference in San Diego on October 28-29, 2014. The Conference focuses on
environmental compliance and is attended by over 400 people representing manufacturing, biotech, and high tech
companies. The speakers and panelists include California legislators and regulators who are at the forefront of
environmental policy at the State and National level. More information on the conference is located at http://ieasd.com/conference/.
2014 Southern California Waste Management Forum Conference and Exhibit: The Southern California Waste
Management Forum will be holding their annual conference this year at the Sheraton Fairplex Hotel in Pomona on
Wednesday, November 12, 2014. The conference theme this year is “The Road to Recovery, Managing Resources in
a Changing Environment”. The Forum is an educational organization dedicated to advancing knowledge of the
interrelationship between waste management practices and the environment. More information on the conference
is located at http://www.scwmf.org/web/forum-events/conference/.
The Cool California Small Business Awards Program: The Air Resources Board is accepting applications now through
November 3, 2014 for its fifth Cool California Small Business Awards Program. The Cool California Small Business
Awards Program recognizes leadership and innovation among small businesses that take action to reduce their
greenhouse gas emissions, promote climate friendly practices, and integrate sustainability throughout their
operations. More information on the award is located at http://www.arb.ca.gov/newsrel/newsrelease.php?id=652 .

Dental Amalgam Rule by John Pastore, SCAP
EPA is proposing technology-based pretreatment standards under the Clean Water Act for discharges of pollutants
into publicly owned treatment works (POTWs) from existing and new dental practices that involve the discharge of
dental amalgam. The proposal would require dental practices to comply with requirements for controlling the
discharge of dental amalgam pollutants into POTWs based on the best available technology or best available control
technology and Best Management Practices.
EPA is also proposing to amend selected parts of the General Pretreatment Regulations (40 CFR Part 403) to
streamline oversight requirements for the dental sector. EPA expects compliance with this proposed rule would
reduce the discharge of metals to POTWs by at least 8.8 tons per year, half of which is mercury. EPA estimates the
annual cost of the proposed rule would be $44 to $49 million.
The proposed rule would require all affected dentists to control mercury discharges to POTWs by reducing their
discharge of dental amalgam to a level achievable through the use of the best available technology (amalgam
separators) and the use of Best Management Practices. In order to simplify compliance with, and enforcement of the
numeric reduction requirements, the proposed rule would allow dentists to demonstrate compliance by installing,
operating and maintaining amalgam separators. The proposal also includes a provision by which dental offices that
have already installed amalgam separators that do not meet the proposed amalgam removal efficiency would still be
considered in compliance with the rule for the life of the amalgam separator. Removing concentrated sources of
mercury to POTWs opportunistically, such as through low-cost amalgam separators at dental offices (average annual
cost per dental office: $700), is a common sense solution to managing mercury that would otherwise be released to
air, land, and water.
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Non Sequitur
HE WHO SLEEPS IN CONTINUAL NOISE IS WAKENED BY SILENCE.
- - PORDENONE, IV

ANNOUNCEMENT
SCAP welcomes our newest members: “The City of Simi Valley” and “The Town of Apple Valley”
The City of Simi Valley, with an estimated population of 126,414 (as of December 2011) is the third largest of
Ventura County's ten cities. Occupying an area of approximately 42 square miles, it is located in Southeast Ventura
County, adjacent to the northwestern perimeter of the San Fernando Valley, approximately 37 miles northwest of
downtown Los Angeles. The City was incorporated in 1969 under the general laws of the State of California and
operates under a General-Law/council-manager form of government.
The Sanitation Services Division of the Public Works Department provides an essential service to the residents and
businesses in Simi Valley – the conveyance and treatment of sewage. This responsibility exists around the clock,
every day of the year. In order to provide this service, the Sanitation Services Division operates and maintains the
sewer system that runs underneath City streets and a Water Quality Control Plant where the wastewater is treated
to a very high standard before being returned to the environment. Sanitation Services are a complex set of
operations that involve trained and qualified staff, specialized equipment, deliberate planning, engineering, qualified
contractors, significant electrical energy, and other resources.
The Town of Apple Valley is located in the heart of the Victor Valley in the County of San
Bernardino, at an elevation of 3,000 feet. Known as the "High Desert", Apple Valley is
strategically located 95 miles northeast of the Los Angeles metropolitan area, 140 miles
north of San Diego, and 185 miles south of Las Vegas. The Town has 78 square miles in its
incorporated boundaries, and a sphere of influence encompassing 200 square miles.
Currently, 70,754 (2010) residents make Apple Valley their home. Once a playground of
movie stars, Apple Valley continues to provide a wide range of reasons for families to make
Apple Valley their home. The average household income is $63,770 and our taxable sales for
a year period have reached $388.6 million. The population of the entire Victor Valley region is now more than
313,000.
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