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Executive Director’s Message
DECAYING WATER INFRASTRUCTURE!
O YE OF LITTLE FAITH!
PLEASE PASS THE SALT!
In case you missed it last month, I was lamenting
that I had just discovered the dreaded “broken
water line in the slab” under my kitchen floor. For
those that have never experienced this wonderful
phenomena, please let me enlighten you. It starts
with talking to one of your neighbors. You know the
one! He’s the neighbor that has all of the time in
the world to walk the neighborhood--at least three
times a day. He knows everyone and is a walking
encyclopedia of knowledge when it comes to anything that has transpired
within a square mile of his residence. So I quickly found out that I am
house number 3 on my block to suffer this disaster. Since it is impossible to
keep this good news from leaking out, I am deluged with solutions from
helpful neighbors and friends that range from simply cutting into the slab
and making a spot repair to replacing every water line in the house.
Come to find out, broken water lines in the slab seem to be happening at
an increasing frequency all around San Diego County lately and I am just
another casualty. After reviewing the house plans I find that the slab is
post tensioned, which means cutting into the slab is no longer an option.
So basically I am left with replacing all of the lines for the entire house,
which means my target retirement date just got extended another 3 to 5
years.

John Pastore, Executive Director
jpastore@scap1.org
I suppose it takes a crisis such as this to make one appreciate how
Pam
Merriam,
Administrator fortunate we are to have clean, running water at our disposal at all times.
I’m not complaining but 3 weeks without hot water was enough “roughing
pmerriam@scap1.org
it” for me to last quite a while. Once the contractor moves in and takes
Ray Miller, Exec. Dir. Emeritus over your home you can expect about 2 weeks of moving furniture and
rmiller@scap1.org
odds and ends from one location to another, dust, no water, more dust and
lots of bugs that fly in because the doors are always wide open. Oh yeah,
did I mention the dust!
Southern California Alliance of
Publicly Owned Treatment Works
The hardest part for me was the emotional attachment I had to my once
P.O. Box 231565
pristine walls and ceilings. Maybe it would have been better if I had simply
Encinitas, CA 92024-1565
left for Cabo and told them to text me when they were finished. Coming
Ph. (760) 479-4880
Fax (760) 479-4881
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home every evening to find mega holes in the ceilings and walls was a lesson in self-control. Fortunately, the workers
in charge of replacing the copper lines continued to reassure me that the finishing crew coming in to make the

final dry wall repairs would restore it like new. As that portion of the job has yet to happen, I am still somewhat
apprehensive of the outcome. Simple questions like, “how in the world will they patch that”? or “ “how will they
ever match that color paint”? Not being a dry wall expert I admittedly have no faith in the process, although people
who have had this type of work done before swear that I will never be able to tell the difference when it’s finished.
At least I can hit the sack tonight knowing that I now have hot and cold running water again, even though it tastes
like I am drinking from a rusty bucket. Speaking of less than desirable drinking water, the Regional Boards have
quietly and without a lot of fanfare embarked on a program to reduce one of the most insidious compounds known
to man. This compound, with the potential of making our potable water undrinkable and our recycled water virtually
worthless, is nonetheless prevalent in our society and may just be the most widely used and traded substance in the
history of mankind.
By now you realize that I am referring to sodium chloride. Salt has been around since the early civilizations and
greatly contributed to the growth of Rome, whose roads were originally built to expedite the delivery of salt from the
Adriatic Sea. Legend has it that the Roman soldiers were sometimes paid with salt instead of coin. Hence the term,
“they were worth their salt” for those who performed their jobs well. Interestingly, the word ‘salary’ comes from the
Latin word salarium, that some say refers to the money given to soldiers to buy salt with.
Even in modern times salt played a major role in the outcome of wars. During the Revolutionary War, the British
used Loyalists to steal the Americans salt shipments, thereby limiting their ability to preserve food. Also, during the
War of 1812, salt brine was used to pay field soldiers due to a lack of real currency.
However, to a purveyor of potable and/or recycled water, salt is a four letter word. Too much of it in the recycled
water supply and golf courses and other users won’t take it. Too much of it in the potable water supply and suddenly
the POTWs can’t meet their discharge limits.
The State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) adopted a statewide recycled Water Policy back in 2009 and one
of the notable requirements of the policy is to require Salt and Nutrient Management Plans (SNMPs) be completed
by 2014 to “facilitate basin-wide management of salts and nutrients from all sources in a manner that optimizes
recycled water use while ensuring protection of groundwater supply and beneficial uses, agricultural beneficial uses,
and human health”. The Recycled Water Policy requires stakeholders to develop implementation plans to meet
these objectives for salts and nutrients. The implementation plans will then be adopted by Regional Boards as
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amendments to the region's Basin Plan. Many of the regional boards long ago formed stakeholder groups and have
been actively working with local agencies to complete these SNMPs in compliance with the Policy. For those
stakeholders associated with the groundwater basins in the Los Angeles Region, the LA Regional Board will be
conducting its 4th annual stakeholder workshop for the development of Salt and Nutrient Management Plans on
Thursday November 14th. Further information on the workshop can be found here.
Saltilly Yours,
John Pastore, Executive Director

California Clean Water Summit Partners Update by John Pastore, SCAP
The next Summit Partners meeting is scheduled for January 30, 2014 in Sacramento.
The California Clean Water Summit Partners consist of the following associations:
 Bay Area Clean Water Association
 California Association of Sanitation Agencies
 California Water Environment Association
 Central Valley Clean Water Association
 Southern California Alliance of Publicly Owned Treatment Works
 Tri-TAC

“An autumn sunset” by Ralph Palomares
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AIR QUALITY COMMITTEE REPORT
Kris Flaig, Chair
kris.flaig@lacity.org

David Rothbart, Vice Chair
drothbart@lacsd.org

LOCAL AIR DISTRICT NEWS AT A GLANCE
Posted meeting dates and proposed new rule development for the following air districts can be found at these sites:
Imperial County APCD
Mojave Desert AQMD
San Diego APCD
Santa Barbara APCD

Ventura County APCD

South Coast AQMD

SCAP Air Quality Committee Update by Kris Flaig, Chair-City of LA
Greetings SCAP Air Quality Colleagues!
John allowed me to submit my article a couple days late, as I was performing an informal survey on air quality
between Long Beach and Catalina over the weekend. My report: The air was certainly easier to breathe, as we
proceeded away from the coast. But, with a population that continues to grow, the smog layer continues to require
our greatest efforts to control.
Why do I say it this way? Well, you might know that the Hyperion Treatment Plant is a Title V facility and that we are
working hard on tying up the last strings of permitting and contracting to build a new digester gas utilization project
(DGUP). To do this (since we are Title V), we “must” install diesel particulate filters on our emergency ICEs. You’d
think from the significant efforts from SCAQMD and CARB that this would be a slam dunk, especially with all the
designs and new projects that are registered as DPFs with CARB.
Truth be known, these are great products. But, they are all different, each with its own materials of manufacture,
operating requirements, etc. So, we have to do a lot of research to figure out which will work best with our
Emergency ICEs. And, if ever there was a case for coining the phrase “Failure is not an option,” this is it! We
positively cannot be without an emergency ICE at any critical point of the plant, nor can we allow a DPF to become
clogged or otherwise cause the emergency ICE to fail. Failure of an emergency ICE, due to failure of a DPF, would
likely lead to a discharge to Santa Monica Bay in violation of our NPDES permit.
In an idea world, we’d like interchangeable parts between DPFs that service emergency ICEs of all sizes and brands,
and the ability to slide a spare DPF in when one must go into the shop for removing ash. A challenge, to be sure,
we’ll search for these and other attributes in hopes of reducing our fiscal risks.
At the same time, the CWCCG, let by the likes of Sarah Deslauriers (Carollo), our Program Manager, as greatly
assisted by Greg Kester (CASA) and Frank Caponi (LACSD), has been making inroads within the morass of State and
federal regulatory promulgation. Sarah has submitted comment letters to CalRecycle on the Waste Management
Sector Plan and received a call thanking CWCCG for our input and asking to work with us as they move forward on
ensuring that POTW anaerobic digester capacity remains in the game. More recently, Sarah submitted a letter to
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CARB on the AB32 Scoping Plan Update, a slightly process with many wheels. Hopefully, we’ll have time to comment
on the appendices, which have not yet been posted, as well as substance in CARB’s plan, when it appears.
Sarah also received a request for partnering by CWCCG in work on adaptation in the San Francisco Bay area. Sarah
was also asked by the SWRCB to speak at its Water Quality Coordinating Committee, a presentation that was given by
Sarah’s colleague Lydia Holmes (Carollo) and well received by Board Members and staff.
In all of this, the CWCCG is pushing ahead, educating State regulators and other decision makers on how our biogas
and biogas infrastructure can be utilized to help the State meet its various goals for renewable portfolio standard
(RPS), 33 percent renewables by 2020, and other challenges. Sarah and Frank met with CARB staff on Mandatory
Reporting Regulations.
Fiscal support is especially important when talking about climate change. Patrick Griffith (LACSD) attended an
Environmental Justice meeting, noting that the EJ community is not happy about how CARB is incentivizing work for
sensitive areas. CWCCG is asking regulators to consider fiscal incentives that would tempt our agencies to minimize
POTWs’ fiscal risks, as we push forward with this infrastructure and the necessary interconnections.
Until next month, keep the wind across your beam, so you can see what’s coming!
Recent CARB AB32 Climate Program Activities by Frank Caponi, LACSD
CARB is currently in the process of updating the AB32 Scoping Plan in accordance with the AB32 requirement to
update this document every five years. The Scoping Plan is essentially the roadmap to reducing greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions to 1990 levels by 2020. Industry has expressed two overall concerns with this update. First, the
update is very general in describing progress to achieving the 2020 standard. The plan describes all the control
measures that have been adopted, and the GHG reductions the measures were anticipated to achieve, but does not
provide actual reduction estimates. We know that the recession is responsible for a very large reduction in GHG
emissions to date, but CARB never attempts to provide a breakdown of the anticipated control measure reductions
vs. the actual control measure reductions so we can see each individual contribution to the 2020 standard.
In addition, AB32 requires that control measures be technologically feasible and cost effective, which should be
addressed in the update; CARB has not performed this important analysis. A second, and perhaps the most
significant concern with the Scoping Plan update, is its coverage of the post-2020 activities needed to achieve the
2050 goal (an Executive Order) of reducing GHG emissions 80% below 1990 levels. The Scoping Plan update does not
specify control measures to get to the 2050 goal but more generally lays out strategies. Examples of strategies
include: the “de-carbonization of electricity and fuel supplies through renewable or other near-zero carbon
technologies”; and, “large-scale electrification of on-road vehicles and building and industrial appliances.” Most
industry representatives believe that the Scoping Plan update should deal only with the 2020 requirement while
addressing long-term goals in a separate white paper. The next five-year update may be the more appropriate time
to explore the 2050 goal because there should be more information available on the existing control measures cost
and effectiveness.
A positive aspect of the Scoping Plan update is its recognition of the need for bioenergy to help meet the goals of the
GHG reduction programs. This recognition is discussed in many areas of the Scoping Plan, including the Waste Sector
Plan Appendix. The wastewater industry, through the California Wastewater Climate Change Group (CWCCG), have
worked with CARB to recognize the role the wastewater community can play in achieving its AB32 goals through the
use of bioenergy. These include: helping to provide 33 percent of the State’s energy needs from renewable sources;
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creation of renewable transportation fuels to help reduce the carbon intensity of transportation fuel used in the
State, by 10 percent; and, accepting organic waste for anaerobic digestion thereby helping the State reach its 75
percent recycling goal. CARB has been very receptive in working with the wastewater industry to optimize use of
bioenergy.
The draft Scoping Plan update was released in early October and a CARB Board briefing of the update occurred at
their 10/24/13 meeting. Comments on the draft are due on 11/1/13, and a second draft will be release early in
December. Also, CEQA documentation for the update is underway and will be released for public comment in the
November/December time frame. The CARB Board will have another briefing and receive public testimony on the
Scoping Plan update at its December 12/13 Board Meeting and likely consider full approval of the updated Scoping
Plan in the Spring of 2014.
Concurrent with the Scoping Plan update were regulatory amendments to the Cap-and-Trade Program and GHG
Mandatory Reporting Program; these amendments were adopted by the CARB Board at their 10/25/13 meeting. In
general, the adopted changes to the Cap-and-Trade Program had no impact on the wastewater industry. This should
have been the case with the Mandatory Reporting Program amendments, however, CARB inserted language that
required estimation of vented and fugitive emission of CO2, CH4 and N2O without realizing the impact this would
have on the wastewater industry. Essentially, estimation of fugitive N2O especialy, could cause a significant increase
in the number of wastewater treatment plants that would have to do reporting to the state and cause many to
exceed the trigger for the Cap-and-Trade Program. CWCCG representatives made CARB staff aware of this situation
and argued that there are no EPA adopted methods for estimating fugitive GHG emissions from municipal
wastewater treatment plants, and in fact, EPA does not require these emissions to be estimated in its GHG
Mandatory Reporting Program. CARB staff agreed with our assessment and will clarifying that municipal wastewater
treatment plants do not have to estimate its fugitive GHG emissions.
Status of SCAQMD Rule 1110.2 by David Rothbart, Vice Chair-LACSD
On October 29th, SCAQMD held a Rule 1110.2 Biogas Technology Advisory Committee meeting to discuss ongoing
engine retrofit research projects. As you may recall, Rule 1110.2 requires existing biogas engines to reduce NOx
emissions to 11 ppm by January 1, 2016. At the meeting, stakeholders provided presentations indicating that biogas
engine operators are still faced with a difficult choice: (1) install a costly catalytic oxidizer/SCR system, (2) assume
ongoing research projects will yield a cost-effective retrofit solution or (3) shut-down. Another potential solution was
outlined by the Inland Empire Utilities Agency, where their biogas engines were replaced by a fuel cell system.
During the first 7-months of operation, the system performed well and has yet to experience a significant decline in
availability, which has hampered previous biogas fuel cells.
After attending this meeting, I thought it might be interesting to conduct an informal survey of biogas engine
operators, which indicates that of the 860 non-emergency engines located within the South Coast Air Basin, only 55
are biogas-fueled. At this time, if ongoing research projects are successful, only 16 biogas engines are expected to
continue operating. Most engine operators expressed an inability to identify any cost-effective alternatives and are
planning to flare this renewable resource.
Meanwhile, in the other extreme ozone non-attainment area in California, the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution
Control District (SJVAPCD) has elected to maintain the existing emission limits for biogas engines. SJVAPCD requires
existing biogas engines to achieve the following NOx limits: rich-burn – 50 ppm and lean-burn 65 ppm.
As illustrated by the difference between the SCAQMD and SJVAPCD, each air district is afforded the flexibility to
determine which stationary sources require enhanced controls in order to achieve ozone attainment.
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South Coast AQMD Enhanced Vapor Recovery (EVP) Informational Sessions

BIOSOLIDS COMMITTEE REPORT
Matt Bao, Chair
mbao@lacsd.org

Tom Meregillano, Vice Chair
TMeregillano@ocsd.org

Diane Gilbert Jones, Vice Chair
diane.gilbert@lacity.org

Biosolids Committee Meetings by John Pastore, SCAP
The SCAP Biosolids Committee met jointly with the Tri-TAC Land Committee on October 10th at the offices of the
Orange County Sanitation District. The meeting was very well attended and the committee members were updated
on statewide and regional issues such as: Kern County’s Measure E; Anaerobic Digestion Legislation; CalRecycle
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FOG/Food Waste Digestion; CalRecycle’s 75% Diversion Plan; CDFA Regulations on Rendering; NPDES Proposed
Electronic Reporting Rule; Arsenic Cancer Slope Factor; New proposed FDA Rules; the Pyrethroid Workgroup; and
updates from all of the regional associations.
As always, please let me know if you would like further information on any of these issues.
Final Technical Memorandum No. 4 – Review of Other Biosolids Programs by John Pastore, SCAP
Michele Pla with the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission (and former BACWA Executive Director) was kind
enough to pass the attached biosolids survey information [Final Technical Memorandum No. 4. – Review of Other
Biosolids Programs] along to us that can be used in conjunction with the 2012 SCAP Biosolids Trends Survey to
obtain a comprehensive picture of the biosolids reuse in California.
According to Michele: “San Francisco is in the process of upgrading the biosolids processing facilities at both the
Southeast Water Pollution Control Plant and the Oceanside Water Pollution Control Plant to produce Class A/EQ
biosolids. As part of our planning process, we wanted to look at the available end-use markets for biosolids in our
Region and look at what selected Southern California agencies are doing to reuse their biosolids. Accordingly the
survey was developed.”
“A total of 17 agencies including 12 from the Bay Area were asked 36 questions in the survey. As part of the analysis,
we also reviewed the US EPA Region 9 data from the 2011 Biosolids Annual Reports. We believe that this information,
in conjunction with the 2012 SCAP Biosolids Trend Survey, is the most up-to-date information about biosolids quality,
quantity and use in California that is now available.”
A copy of the Technical Memorandum and both attachments have been posted to the SCAP website and can be
found in the Reference Library under Biosolids Committee/All Documents or by clicking here.

COLLECTIONS COMMITTEE REPORT
Ralph Palomares, Chair
RPalomares@etwd.com

Dindo Carrillo, Vice Chair
dcarrillo@ocsd.com

Collection Systems Committee Update by John Pastore, SCAP
I am filling in for Ralph this month, as he has been extremely busy with training and is now enjoying some welldeserved time off to attend his daughter’s wedding in Temecula.
Fall is in full swing and with Halloween now over we can turn our sights to enjoying the cooler weather. This reminds
me that with the Thanksgiving holiday fast approaching, now is a good time to make sure that all of your sewer “hot
spots” are cleaned and ready for the extra loads that we always seem to get at the end of the month. Also, for many
of you this seems to be the time of the year that odors can become a major problem. Especially from dead-end lines
located in cul-de-sacs, low flow lines and sewer lines that are connected to private lift stations.
For whatever reason, every year I would get calls about odors emanating from drains and vents from exasperated
homeowners starting around October and lasting until well into Christmas time. After years of research into the
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cause(s), I was able to draw some reasonable conclusions to the cause(s). I first speculated as to whether it could be
the that fact that more people are home for the holidays making them more aware of the odors or whether it was
the temperature change with drier Santa Ana conditions prevailing and causing some type of an inversion layer.
Then again, the culprit could very well be the numerous private lift stations that were discharging into the sewer
lines. Most often, private lift stations are not designed correctly and are notorious for having too large a wet well
volume (similar to having too large a grease interceptor tank) that results in long detention times and the creation of
anaerobic conditions. After much research I found that the anaerobic conditions cause a type of bacteria to grow
that results in producing a type of slime layer. Over time, this slime layer coats the interior of the wet well and the
force main. As the pumped sewage flows over the slime layer it picks up this bacteria which create sulfuric acid and
release hydrogen sulfides after exposure to the aerated sewage. This coupled with the sulfides being generated in
the wet well, due to long detention times, seemed to be the root cause of my mysterious odor complaints.
Fortunately, there are two easy fixes for this problem. One is to have the offending homeowners initially superchlorinate their wet well and force main to remove the slime layer and to then install a freshwater injection system
with a timer to increase the pumping frequency. The second, is to educate the downstream homeowners to keep
their drain p-traps full of water at this time of year to prevent the odors from entering the house and instead
directing them into the roof vents. Odors continue to be a never-ending problem for many of us and, while not lifethreatening, they are a nuisance and can cause an agency public relations headache if not corrected in a timely
manner.

UNEXPECTED 14-YEAR OLD PIPELINE FAILURE ADVISORY courtesy of Delta Diablo Sanitation District
Background
In August 2013, the Delta Diablo Sanitation District experienced the structural failure of an active 24” diameter
wastewater force main serving the City of Antioch. The subject pipeline was installed in 1999 and began service in
2000. The pipeline is one of two force mains conveying an average of 9 million gallons per day from the Antioch
Pump Station to the wastewater treatment plant. The pipeline consists
of 16,000 linear feet of AWWA C303 Concrete Cylinder Pipe (Bar
Wrapped). The failure occurred near a combination air relief valve
(CARV) at a high point in the line approximately 3,200 feet from the
downstream end of the line.
In response to the failure, the pipeline was immediately removed from
service, and the District began efforts to determine the extent of the
damage. Investigation of the line at the point of failure revealed a
section of highly deteriorated pipe exhibiting severe crown corrosion
consistent with hydrogen sulfide gas entrapment, and a longitudinal
split extending over two pipe segments. Closed-circuit television
(CCTV) inspection from the point of failure identified 700 linear feet of pipe in need of repair due to crown corrosion
and exposure of the steel cylinder. CCTV inspection of the other high points in the line showed additional areas with
significant crown corrosion and deterioration.
Analysis
Hydrogen sulfide gases are generated within the anaerobic slime which forms on the submerged pipe walls. When
hydrogen sulfide gas collects in the airway of the pipe, it reacts with the bacteria and moisture on the pipe walls to
form sulfuric acid. Sulfuric acid is highly corrosive to ferrous metals and concrete. In the subject force main, it
appears the hydrogen sulfide gas was highly concentrated at multiple high points in the pipeline under normal
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operating conditions. This resulted in accelerated degradation of the relatively thin mortar lining and steel cylinder
and early failure of the Concrete Cylinder Pipe.
Recommendation
The District is issuing this advisory to alert others of the potential vulnerability associated with concrete cylinder pipe
when used in a wastewater application. The reduction, elimination, or control of hydrogen sulfide should be the goal
of all agencies with sanitary sewer systems. This goal is achieved through a combination of proper design, consistent
operations, and regular system maintenance. It may be beneficial to conduct an inspection and condition assessment
of potentially vulnerable pipeline facilities to verify pipe condition and to confirm proper operating conditions.
Special attention should be paid to grit accumulation, formation of an anaerobic slime layer, and identification of
locations susceptible to air entrapment.
Contact
The District is seeking information on similar pipeline issues. If your agency has experienced similar pipeline failures,
please contact the District Principal Engineer, Dean Eckerson, at deane@ddsd.org or (925) 756-19

ENERGY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE REPORT
Steven Hernandez, Chair
shernandez@lacsd.org

Chris Berch, Vice Chair
cberch@ieua.org

Announcement:
The Climate Registry co-authors white paper that
addresses the climate impacts of
California's water systems
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It takes substantial quantities of energy and GHGs to provide and distribute high-quality water to consumers. Several
years ago the California Energy Commission established that nearly twenty percent of California's electricity and
more than thirty percent of non-power plant natural gas is used for water-related purposes.
The relationship between our water systems, energy use and GHGs is an emerging and critical policy issue that The
Climate Registry and co-author Water Energy Innovations seek to address in a new white paper, California's WaterEnergy-Climate Nexus: Energy and Greenhouse Gas Emissions Embedded in Water. The paper proposes a
framework for measuring and addressing the energy use and GHGs associated with California's water and
wastewater systems, which could then be applied to any water system in North America.
The proposals in the paper include:




The development of GHG accounting guidance specifically for water agencies that addresses the entire
water use cycle, from procurement to treatment and discharge. In California, this is especially important
because of the geographic distribution of water resources in the state and the high energy cost of
transporting water to consumers. The guidance would ensure consistent and comparable measurement of
carbon footprints and would define metrics that would benchmark agency performance.
The introduction of a single energy and GHG registry for water agencies, which would act as a central
repository for water agency data. The registry would allow agencies to report out to stakeholders and to
compare and analyze data and impacts over time.

The paper also recommends training resources and support for California water agencies, incentives for participation,
as well as periodic regional and state-level analysis and reports.
Connecting the dots between water, GHGs and energy is essential if we're going to reduce the climate impacts of our
water systems. While the energy and associated GHGs embedded in our water and wastewater systems contribute
to climate change, these same systems are also particularly vulnerable to climate change impacts. Water agencies
could experience higher infrastructure and energy costs, and be required to invest in new water resources;
consumers could face lower water quality and higher costs.
Providing water agencies with the tools and resources to accurately and consistently account for their energy use and
GHGs will help guide infrastructure investments, encourage consumers to conserve water and energy, and help build
more resilient and energy-efficient water agency operations in the future.
A
copy
of
the
white
paper
can
be
downloaded
from
TCR's
http://www.theclimateregistry.org/downloads/2013/10/California-Water-Energy-Climate-Nexus.pdf.
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WATER ISSUES COMMITTEE REPORT
Al Javier, Vice Chair, Chair
javiera@emwd.org

Jennifer Shepardson, Vice Chair
Shepardson_Je@sbcity.org

Water Committee Meetings by John Pastore, SCAP
The SCAP Water Issues Committee met twice during the month of October. The first meeting was held jointly with
the Tri-TAC Water Committee on October 10th at the offices of the Orange County Sanitation District. The meeting
was very well attended and the committee members were updated on statewide and regional issues such as: EPA
Proposed NPDES Electronic Reporting Rule; EPA Water Quality Standards Regulatory Clarifications ‐
(Antidegradation); 2013 Freshwater Ammonia Criteria; Constituents of Emerging Concern Pilot Study; State Water
Board Resource Alignment/Fee Increases; Sediment Quality Objectives; Central Valley Drinking Water Policy;
Statewide Biological Objectives; Toxicity Policy (Plan); and State Water Board Update on Mercury Projects
The second meeting of the SCAP Water Issues Committee was jointly held on October 24 th with the Santa Ana River
Dischargers Association (SARDA) at the offices of the Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority. The meeting primarily
centered on a presentation by LACSD’s Phil Markle regarding EPA’s new Ammonia Criteria and what our southern
California POTWs that discharge to inland waters should be aware of. Phil also presented the group with a copy of an
ammonia calculator that he developed which can be used to compare the results of your ammonia testing with either
the old 1999 criteria or the newly adopted EPA criteria. A copy of Phil’s presentation and the ammonia calculator are
both posted in the Reference Library under the Water Committee (All Documents) on the SCAP website here. Please
note that the new EPA criteria has not been adopted by the California regional boards at this time.
Please feel free to contact me directly if anyone has questions about any of the above mentioned issues.

SWRCB Proposed Toxicity Plan by John Pastore, SCAP
On August 27, 2013, the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) staff held a stakeholder meeting for POTWs
and Industry Stakeholders. This was the first of other stakeholder meetings to be held in September for:
1) Regulatory Agency stakeholders;
2) Stormwater/Agricultural stakeholders; and
3) Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO) and Environmental Interest stakeholders.
Noted regulatory specialist and legal analyst, Melissa Thorne from the Law Offices of Downey Brand, attended the
meeting on behalf of the City of San Bernardino Municipal Water District and SCAP. Melissa reported that the
SWRCB staff members provided a brief overview of the draft provisions and changes from the June 2012 Public Draft.
Staff stated that they received 59 comment letters with six main concerns:
1) Numeric objectives (v. narrative with a translator mechanism)
2) Maximum Daily Effluent Limitations (MDELs)
3) Costs – both of compliance and for monitoring/replicates
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4) Instream Water Concentration (IWC)
5) Regulatory backlog
6) Incorrect toxicity under the Test of Significant Toxicity (TST) approach
Options for the Toxicity Amendment
The final part of the meeting was where SWRCB staff sought stakeholder input on the following issues:
1. Use of Maximum Daily Effluent Limitations (MDEL)
Option 1: The proposed MDELs would be applied to NPDES wastewater permits and point source Waste
Discharge Requirements (WDR) upon issuance, reissuance, or
reopening to address toxicity
requirements
Option 2: The proposed MDELs would act as accelerated monitoring triggers for the first three years after the
toxicity amendment is effective and would be included in those NPDES wastewater permits and point
source WDRs that are issued, reissued, or reopened during that time. After the three year time
period, the MDELs would serve as enforceable effluent limitations.
Option 3: The toxicity amendment would not include MDELs. NPDES wastewater and point source WDR
dischargers would only be required to comply with the proposed median monthly effluent limitation.
Two additional options were added at the meeting:
Option 4: Like Option 2, but with a phasing in of the Monthly Median Effluent Limitations (MMELs) with
triggers used instead for first few years.
Option 5: Stick with current policy of only having triggers, no limits and no violations for exceeding triggers.
For a more detailed analysis of this issue and results of the meeting, please let me know and I will be happy to
provide you with a full copy of Melissa’s summary.

Stakeholder Advisory Group for Pilot Study on Monitoring of Constituents of Emerging Concern (CECs) in Aquatic
Systems by John Pastore, SCAP
The Southern California Coastal Water Research Project (SCCWRP) has entered into a contract with the SWRCB under
the terms of a financial grant to provide a pilot study for monitoring of constituents of emerging concern in aquatic
ecosystems. One of the first tasks of the study was to form a technical advisory committee to advise the SWRCB.
The makeup of the committee will be from members of the scientific, regulatory, industrial and non-governmental
organization communities. SCCWRP will be responsible for coordinating all committee meetings. Our POTW
representative for the stakeholder advisory group will be Phil Friess, Director of Technical Services at LACSD.
The main work elements of the contract are:
Task 1. Project Administration and Management Track and review of all work aspects performed.
Task 2. Project Coordination, Oversight, and Outreach.
Task 3. Monitoring Program Design Requirements.
Task 4. Special Studies Design Requirements.
Task 5. Quality Assurance Project Plan.
You can rest assured that Phil will be looking out for our interests and keeping us informed as we go along in the
process.
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WASTEWATER PRETREATMENT COMMITTEE REPORT
Jim Colston, Chair
JColston@ocsd.com

Barbara Sharatz, Vice Chair
BSharatz@sandiego.gov

Sanitation Districts Industry Advisory Council courtesy of Chris Herbeck, LACSD
Final Agenda forTour and Council Meeting
Tuesday, November 19, 2013--10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the Joint Water Pollution Control Plant, County Sanitation Districts of
Los Angeles County--24501 South Figueroa Street, Carson, CA 90745, (310) 830-2400
Advance Reservation Required for Lunch Count & Visitor Pass, cherbeck@lacsd.org or 562-908

10:00 a.m. Overview of the Sanitation Districts’ Biosolids Management Program, Ken Rademacher, Manager, Joint Water
Pollution Control Plant, Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County
10:30 a.m. Tour of the Biosolids Handling Facilities and Bio-filter Odor Control
The Sanitation Districts’ sewerage system produces over 450,000 tons of biosolids per
year as a byproduct of wastewater treatment. The biosolids are dewatered and beneficially
reused as a soil amendment for agriculture or in the manufacture of high-quality compost.
The tour will show the biosolids dewatering operations and the bio-filter odor control used
to treat odors from the biosolids handling facility.
11:20 a.m. Return to the conference room for Council Meeting
11:30 a.m. Lunch
11:45 a.m. Council Business and Updates
 Approval of the Minutes of the September 10 meeting
 Council Review for 2013 and Council Planning for 2014, Chris Herbeck, Sanitation Districts of LA County
 Calendar of Upcoming Environmental and Regulatory Events, Chris Herbeck, Sanitation Districts of LA County
 Invitation to WateReuse 2013 Industrial Water Reuse Specialty Conference, Elise Goldman, West Basin MWD
 Industry, Association, and Public Agency Updates, and New Business
12:30 p.m. Regulatory and Political Outlook for 2014, courtesy of the Metal FinishingAssociation
 California Capitol Update – Environmental-Manufacturing Legislation,
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Regulations & Policies, Jerry Desmond, Jr., Desmond and Desmond, Sacramento,CA. Mr. Desmond is a legislative advocate and a
lawyer representing the interests of trade associations, businesses and public entities throughout California.


Washington Outlook for 2014, Jeff Hannapel, Vice President, The Policy Group,Washington, DC

2:00 p.m. Adjournment to February 4 Industry Advisory Council Meeting at the Sanitation Districts’ Joint Administration Office,
1955 Workman Mill Road, Whittier

Non Sequitur
The most wasted day of all is that on which we have not laughed.
- - Maxims and Thoughts, I

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Las Virgenes – Triunfo Joint Powers Authority
4232 Las Virgenes Road, Calabasas, CA 91302
818.251.2100

Las Virgenes – Triunfo JPA Dedicates Solar Power Facility
CALABASAS , CA October 21, 2013 – At a gathering attended by elected officials and community leaders, the
wrapping was literally torn off the first of 3,630 solar panels to be installed at a six-acre site adjacent to Las Virgenes
Municipal Water District’s headquarters building in Calabasas at a ceremony held on Friday, October 18. Power
generated by the new installation will peak at one megawatt and will be used to pump recycled water into the Las
Virgenes-Triunfo Joint Powers Authority (JPA) service area.
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The dedication event was hosted by the JPA at the location
where the panels will track the movement of the sun to
maximize their power output. Michael McReynolds,
Chairman of the JPA Board, welcomed the assembled
audience stating, “The future belongs to the efficient,” and
thanked his fellow board members and SolarCity for
committing to the project that is expected to reduce
electrical costs by more than $2 million over a 20-year span.
State Senator Fran Pavley (27th District), a strong supporter
of clean energy initiatives, presented the JPA with an
“Environmental Sustainability Award” and addressed the
audience saying, “This is a win-win project all the way
around,” and added “projects such as this should be
replicated all over the state.”
Under the agreement with the JPA, SolarCity is responsible to build, operate and maintain the solar panel array. The
JPA has contracted to purchase power from SolarCity at a fixed price significantly below the rates currently charged
by the commercial utility that serves the region.
This ground-mount system will prevent more than 82 million
pounds of carbon dioxide from entering the atmosphere
over its life time, the equivalent of removing some 750 cars
from the road," said Jim Cahill, SolarCity's Regional Vice
President for Southern
California. "Even better,
the JPA’s customers will
benefit from roughly $2
million in savings over
20 years, savings that
will accrue, in part, due to our state’s net metering policies, which provides fair
credit for the clean energy customers send to the grid."
The projected savings could be larger if conventional utility rates increase more
than expected. Power generated by the solar panel array will not meet all of the
demand for the recycled water pump station. The JPA will remain connected to
commercial power lines for supplemental and lower-cost off-peak power.
Ventura County Supervisor (District 2) and former JPA board member Linda
Parks said, “Using solar power for recycled water is one of the best things we
can do,” citing the use of clean energy to transport a renewed resource.

David W. Pedersen, Administering Agent and General Manager for the JPA said the solar project reflects the region’s
values. “Residents of the JPA’s service area have time and again demonstrated their commitment to the
environment. The project achieves two important goals: reducing the demand for non-renewable energy and
supporting the expanded use of recycled water. We believe this is a project the community can point to with pride.”
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The JPA is comprised of Las Virgenes Municipal Water District and Triunfo Sanitation District. It provides wastewater
treatment, recycled water and biosolids composting to residents of Agoura Hills, Calabasas, Hidden Hills, Oak Park,
Westlake Village and portion of Thousand Oaks, in addition to unincorporated surrounding areas of Los Angeles and
Ventura Counties.
For More Information: Jeff Reinhardt
(818) 251-2150

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

News from EMWD
Public and Governmental Affairs Department
951/928-3777, ext. 4237

EMWD General Manager appointed to SCWC Board of Trustees
Perris, CA (October 25, 2013) — Eastern Municipal Water District General Manager Paul D. Jones II has been
appointed to the Board of Trustees for the Southern California Water Committee, it was announced on Oct. 24.
The appointment was confirmed by the Southern California Water Committee’s Board of Trustees and is effective
immediately. Jones will also serve as the Co-Chair of the Bay Delta Conservation Plan Issues Task Force.
Jones, who serves on a number of
Boards, will continue in his role with
EMWD, which he has held since July

regional
role
with
2011.

“I am honored to join the Board and
serve
alongside others who share a
similar
vision for the Southern California
water
industry,” Jones said. “Our industry
and
our
region are facing a number of
dynamic
and unique challenges as we work
to meet the
water supply needs of our
customers.
It is my hope that we can continue
to
press
forward as leaders to responsibly meet those needs and tackle the water supply reliability challenges that affect us
all.”

Page | 17

November 2013
Homepage

Air Report

Biosolids Report

Collections Report

Energy Report

Water Report

Pretreatment Report

Jones has previously served as the General Manager at Irvine Ranch, Central and West Basin water districts. He is a
past President of the California WateReuse Association and serves as California’s representative to the WateReuse
national Board of Directors.
Under Jones’ leadership, EMWD has solidified itself as one of California’s premier water agencies and is a leader in
resource management. EMWD is widely viewed as the industry standard for its efforts in recycled water and is one of
the largest producers of recycled water in California.
Jones has been a key player in reaching out to educate community stakeholders on the Bay Delta Conservation Plan
and its importance to Southern California’s future water supply reliability and economic health.
Jones has spoken in front of the majority of City Councils, as well as numerous business and community groups, in
EMWD’s service area to help educate them about the BDCP – a move that has resulted in overwhelming support for
EMWD’s efforts in helping to secure a safe and reliable water supply for our future.
The BDCP will help solve the environmental and water supply issues that are affecting the Sacramento-San Joaquin
Delta. By restoring the Delta’s habitat and natural flows, along with key infrastructure improvements to the State
Water Project system, more than 25 million Californians will benefit from improved water supply reliability.
The State Water Project is the single-largest source of water supply in EMWD’s portfolio.
“The BDCP is, without question, one of the most important infrastructure projects we will see in our lifetimes,” Jones
said. “The environmental, economic and water supply reliability benefits that will come from BDCP improvements
will benefit millions of Californians for generations to come.
“To be selected to co-chair and serve on the Southern California Water Committee’s Delta committee, when there is
so much on the line for so many Californians, is a privilege.”
The Southern California Water Committee is a nonprofit professional organization with the mission of providing
leadership and productive dialogue on regional water issues to ensure the health and reliability of Southern
California’s water supply. The organization represents nearly 200 member organizations, including local
governments, businesses, environmental leaders, water agencies and the general public.
Jones is a graduate of California State Polytechnic University, Pomona, with a Bachelor’s of Science in civil
engineering with an emphasis on water resources. He is a Registered Civil Engineer with the State of California.

###
EMWD is the freshwater, wastewater service and recycled water provider to a 542-square mile area from
Moreno Valley southward along the I-215 corridor to Temecula and eastward to Hemet and San Jacinto.
Approximately 758,000 people live and work in this area. In addition to its own water customers, EMWD
supplements water to six local water agencies and municipalities that have their own water departments.
EMWD operates four water reclamation facilities and treats some 46 million gallons of wastewater daily.
More information can be found at EMWD’s website www.emwd.org.
Page | 18

November 2013

Some of our Supporting SCAP Associate Members

Page | 19

