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Executive Director’s Message
THE “R” WORD
WHAT WILL I EVER DO?
RISKY BUSINESS THIS WASTEWATER INDUSTRY!
Well, the days are counting down and the year
is getting shorter for me. It won’t be long until I
have to say goodbye to all of you as I head off
into retirement. I get asked more often than
not what I intend to do after I retire and I have
to say, I hate the “R” word, as it makes me feel
like I am supposed to lay down on the couch and
watch TV for the rest of my life. When in reality
I expect to be just as busy or busier than while
working. My mother used to always say, “there
is no rest for the wicked” and I think she must have known that I am as
wicked as they come since I never seem to be able to rest.

Unfortunately, I am an engineer at heart and tend to look at things
analytically, so for the last 6 months I have been auditioning activities to
determine which ones qualify as being worth my while to pursue. Ever
since I was a kid I loved music and secretly wished I could play an
instrument and be in a band. Well as fate would have it, that side of my
brain never developed but I thought I would give it a shot anyway so I
bought an electric guitar and amp and taught myself how to read music. In
a very short time I learned that understanding the mental side of things
doesn’t always translate to the physical side, and as you get older, the time
it takes for your brain to process the notes you are reading and send those
SCAP STAFF
signals to your fingers is about as slow as 5 o’clock traffic on the 405. At
John Pastore, Executive Director this point my music making activity may take a lot longer to accomplish
jpastore@scap1.org
than the time I have left on God’s green earth.
Pam
Merriam,
Administrator
But that’s okay with me as I decided to move on to a less challenging
pmerriam@scap1.org
activity. As early as elementary school I admired the great painters and
Ray Miller, Exec. Director Emeritus artists from centuries ago like Rembrandt and Picasso. So again I said,
rmiller@scap1.org
“heck I should be able to do that, after all I painted by numbers a few times
as a kid”. Well, guess what? There are no numbers on the canvases these
days and I barely passed my graphics art class in college so making a
Southern California Alliance of
painting resemble something from real life proved to be quite a challenge.
Publicly Owned Treatment Works
But I gave it shot and at least there is no pressure to perform
P.O. Box 231565
instantaneously like there is with playing music. However, unlike most
Encinitas, CA 92024-1565
artists that develop a certain identifiable trait or theme to their work, I
Ph. (760) 479-4880
Fax (760) 479-4881
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couldn’t settle on just one, so I tried to paint anything and everything without too much success as you can see.

As far as I am concerned the jury is still out on this activity but I think it could be something I might pusue when I
can’t find anything else to do.
Another activity I was always interested in and never pursued was welding. I used to watch my older brother in our
garage weld on old Model A cars and marveled how fun that loooked. And as luck would have it, I was recently given
an old classic car (1964 Dodge Dart) by a friend of mine along with strong encouragement to
restore it. Needless to say, I used this good fortune as an excuse (I mean opportunity) to
purchase a MIG welder and proceeded to practice welding. Proving how little I knew about it I
went on line and bought a metal welding table, logically thinking it was a metal
table to perform my welding on. After it arrived in about 50 pieces inside the
shipping container, I realized what I bought was a table made of metal that had
to be constructed by welding it together. Needless to say, after what seemed
like 50 hours of welding I finished putting the table together and after a lot of
grinding, it’s not really that bad looking. The car on the other hand is a
different story. I soon realized the the magnitude of the body repairs needed
required the welding ability of a surgeon. Rust is to old cars what cancer is to humans-it has to be cut out and
removed. So while I was able to weld a few things on the car, I had to ultimately defer to someone with much
greater skill at welding than I currently have. Continuing to weld and work on restoring the car remains one of my
top priorities after retirement.
After giving all of these activities a shot, my kids reminded me that
the real purpose of retiring early is to be able to spend time with the
family. I have 6 grandkids that mean the world to me and now that
two of them are off to college I realize how fast they are all growing
up and need to make that my number one priority. With that said,
years ago my kids convinced
me to give up motocross
racing and which I now realize
deprived me of the joy of experiencing untold broken
bones
and
numerous
contusions. So to get back at them, I decided to give
NASCAR style racing a go with
the idea that four wheels were safer than two. Plus all
of these years driving in LA
traffic made me think I would make a great race driver.
But truth be told, travelling
around at the Fontana Raceway at speeds over 150
mph frightened the heck out of me, so I think I’m going to put my racing career on hold and find something much less
riskier to do.
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And speaking of risk, my good friend Jim Fischer from the SWRCB recently provided me with a summary of a
presentation from the Arizona Water Association Construction Committee entitled “RISK is not a FOUR LETTER WORD
in the WATER INDUSTRY”. According to the Association, “risk is quickly becoming one of the most discussed project
related items in the water and wastewater industry”. The discussion focuses mainly on risk associated with
construction projects and how owners, engineers and contractors have historically tried to pass the risk associated
with these projects on to one another.
However, drawing on my experiences with SCAP over the last 10 years has provided me with a different perspective.
Maybe I am just being cynical but I see hidden risks in many other areas of our industry, particularly operations, the
most obvious being violations of the Clean Water Act or the Clean Air Act. As we all know too well, failure to comply
with the myriad of regulations thrust upon us by the federal and state government can result in significant fines or
third party lawsuits. Less obvious, are risks associated nowadays with site security, whether that be acts of terrorism,
cyber attacks or work place violence. Recent events across our nation are forcing agencies to take a closer look at
their policies and procedures for dealing with risk.
According to Celia Chandler, Director of Human Resources, for the Orange County Sanitation District - “OCSD’s Risk
Management Division takes a broad view of the possible risks that may impact our operations. The goal is to identify
all potential risks or hazards and mitigate them by adding precautions and control measures as necessary. While we
look at the traditional exposures that can happen to a wastewater agency, we also focus on overall risks that could
disrupt our operational levels such as security and preventing outside threats, employee safety, financial risk,
construction risks, and possible disruption by acts of nature such as an earthquake. Additionally, emerging exposures
such as drone usage and cyber-attacks are also considered. The Risk Management Division biannually does a review
of unexpected risks by canvassing all managers for their ideas about risks that might be lurking under the radar in
addition to those already know. Senior management along with the Risk team will then take proactive steps to
address those risks on an ongoing basis”.
Unfortunately, the world we live in continues to be a dangerous and violent place at times and with such rapid
advancements in technology many of our agencies do not have the resources to keep up with multitude of threat
scenarios we are faced with in our industry. The good news is that I am seeing more and more resources and training
opportunities coming our way then ever before such as through the California Sanitation Risk Management Authority
(CSRMA), which is a recognized leader in risk management for the sanitation industry in CA (David Patzer, CSRMA
Risk Control Advisor - dpatzer@dkfsolutions.com ) or such as the following course offerred by Texas A&M University.
Physical and Cybersecurity for Critical Infrastructure
September - November 2016; multiple dates and locations
The Texas A&M Engineering Extension Service is offering multiple training courses around the U.S. on physical and
cybersecurity for critical infrastructure organizations. Participants will identify physical and cybersecurity concerns
impacting overall infrastructure security posture, examine integrated physical and cybersecurity incidents and the
evolving risks and impacts they pose to critical infrastructure, and explore resources that can be applied to improve
security within an organization, business, or government entity. Registration details at TEEX.
Relaxingly yours,
John Pastore

Page | 3

October 2016
Homepage

Air Report

Biosolids Report

Collections Report

Energy Report

Water Report

California Clean Water Summit Partners Update by John Pastore, SCAP
The California Clean Water Summit Partners consist of the following associations:
 Bay Area Clean Water Association
 California Association of Sanitation Agencies
 California Water Environment Association
 Central Valley Clean Water Association
 Southern California Alliance of Publicly Owned Treatment Works

A golden summer sunset with the Catalina Island in the far left background
Photo by Ralph Palomares
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AIR QUALITY COMMITTEE REPORT
David Rothbart, Chair
drothbart@lacsd.org

Jim Marchese, Vice Chair
jim.marchese@lacity.org

Terry Ahn, Vice Chair
tahn@ocsd.com

LOCAL AIR DISTRICT NEWS AT A GLANCE
Posted meeting dates and proposed new rule development for the following air districts can be found at these sites:
Imperial County APCD
Mojave Desert AQMD
San Diego APCD
Santa Barbara APCD

Ventura County APCD

South Coast AQMD

Note: The next Air Quality Committee meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, October 11th at the offices of the Los Angeles
County Sanitation Districts. All SCAP members are invited.
SCAQMD 2016 Ozone Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP) by David Rothbart, Chair - LACSD
On September 28th SCAQMD staff convened another meeting of the AQMP Advisory Group. Although there have
been no significant developments in the last month, it’s becoming clear that the AQMP will not be considered by the
Governing Board until early 2017. The significance of such a delay is the composition of the Governing Board should
revert to a Democrat majority by January 2017. SCAQMD staff indicated that a revised AQMP will be released for
public review in a week. The revised AQMP should address comments transmitted to SCAQMD, including those
remitted by SCAP. Comment letters and a summary of comments can be viewed at SCAQMD’s website (Click HERE
and HERE).
SCAQMD Updated BACT Guidelines by David Rothbart, Chair - LACSD
As requested by the Best Available Control Technology (BACT) Scientific Review Committee (SRC), the Proposed
Amended BACT Guidelines is available for a 30-day comment period (Click HERE). The BACT Guidelines have not
been amended in over 10-years, so SCAP members are encouraged to carefully review the proposed amendment.
Thus far, SRC members have expressed the following concerns: (1) Tier 4 portable diesel engines should not be
required for emergency applications, (2) the Clean Fuel Requirements is confusing and should be revised. At
minimum, the new electrification provision should be softened, and (3) Major Source BACT Determinations are
obsolete and should be updated and maintained moving forward. If you have any additional concerns, please contact
me.
SCAQMD Permit Streamlining by David Rothbart, Chair - LACSD
At the direction of the SCAQMD Governing Board, the Permit Streamlining Task Force has been meeting to address
the permit backlog. SCAQMD management has proposed a permit application backlog reduction action plan, which
should slowly eliminate the backlog, allow permits to be issued in a timely manner and improve customer service
(Click HERE and HERE). While the Air Quality Committee has worked to reduce the haggling associated with
obtaining reasonable permit conditions, SCAQMD management is instead focusing on increasing staffing and training.
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The Task Force should meet on a quarterly basis, so the Air Quality Committee will continue to provide
recommendations intended to simplify the permitting process.

BIOSOLIDS COMMITTEE REPORT
Tom Meregillano, Co-Chair
TMeregillano@ocsd.org

Diane Gilbert Jones, Co-Chair
diane.gilbert@lacity.org

SCAP Biosolids Committee Meeting at Tulare Lake Composting Facility by John Pastore, SCAP
SCAP held its summer Biosolids Committee meeting on Monday, September 19th in Kings
County at the Tulare Lake Compost Facility, which is owned and operated by the
Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County. The meeting featured a presentation and
tour of the newly constructed facilities, which are positively first-class. The
approximately 200 acre facility is situated on LACSD’s 14,562-acre site in Kings County.
The facility is professionally operated and maintained by LACSD and is open to accepting
biosolids from other public agencies.

Return Water Storage

Blowers and ducting pipe
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Release of the SCAP 2016 Biosolids Trends Report by John Pastore, SCAP
We are pleased to announce that the 2016 edition of SCAP’s Biosolids Trends Report has been completed and will be
previewed at the October 13th joint meeting of the SCAP Biosolids Committee and CASA Regulatory Workgroup at
OCSD. After the meeting the report will be emailed to our members and posted on the SCAP website.
With more than 30 agencies providing data, the report contains a wealth of information about trends in the biosolids
industry over the last 3 years. As always, we appreciate the time and effort spent by all of our members who
participated in the report.
Next Meeting of the SCAP Biosolids Committee by John Pastore, SCAP
The next meeting of the SCAP Biosolids Committee will be held on October 13th at the offices of the Orange County
Sanitation District in Fountain Valley. The meeting will be held in conjunction with the CASA Regulatory Workgroup’s
Land Committee and will feature updates from agencies and organizations throughout the state.
SB 1383 Short-Lived Climate Pollutants by Tom Meregillano, Co-Chair - Orange County Sanitation District
On September 19, 2016, Governor Brown signed SB 1383 Short-Lived Climate Pollutants. This bill would require the
following:
 No later than January 1, 2018, the Short-Lived Climate Pollutant Reduction Strategy to be approved and
implementation to begin.
 40% reduction in methane by 2030 (relative to 2013 levels).
 50% reduction/diversion of organic waste from landfills by 2020 (relative to 2014 levels).
 75% reduction/diversion of organic waste from landfills by 2025 (relative to 2014 levels).
 State agencies to consider/adopt policies and incentives to increase production and use of renewable gas (i.e.,
biogas).
CASA will convene a workgroup at the joint CASA/SCAP meeting at the Orange County Sanitation District on October
13th to help formulate a position and strategy that can be articulated to regulatory agencies as these requirements
are implemented through regulation.
Update Electronic Sewage Sludge/Biosolids Annual Program Report [40 CFR part 503] by Tom Meregillano, Co-Chair
- Orange County Sanitation District
EPA continues to work on the Electronic Biosolids Annual Report. They have received many comments from
reviewers (POTWs) during the first review of the draft annual report (August 8 th – 22nd). These comments were
helpful in streamlining the form and making it simpler to use. On September 19 th, EPA requested a second review of
the draft annual report from the reviewers and to provide comments by September 23rd. Reviewers have submitted
comments and are waiting direction from EPA.
CASA Request for Targeted Collaboration Research Project by Tom Meregillano, Co-Chair – Orange County
Sanitation District (Source: CASA)
The Water Environment Research Foundation (WERF) has accepted CASA’s proposal to reclaim fire-ravaged land
using biosolids as a Targeted Collaborative Research Project and is ready to actively solicit funding contributions from
their vast network. To that end, CASA have developed a two-page summary to introduce the effort and serve as a
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request for contributions. Funding will be sought from the U.S. as well as Canada, Australia, and globally. Contact
Greg Kester gkester@casaweb.org or Allison Dienes (Adeines@werf.org ) at WERF if your agency is able to contribute
any funding as requested in the summary. Please find the two page summary at this link: http://casaweb.org/wpcontent/uploads/2015/12/TCR-Fire-Ravaged-Biosolids-Scope-DRAFT-092216-GK.pdf
Biosolids Conferences, Webinars, and Meetings
2017 WEF Residuals and Biosolids Conference - The Future of Biosolids and Bioenergy: April 8-11, 2017, held in
Seattle Convention Center, Seattle, Washington. Abstracts are due by September 7, 2016.
11th California Bioresources Alliance Symposium: November 1-2, 2016, at the Ziggurat Building at 707 3rd Street in
West Sacramento. A number of top ranking regulatory officials and other leaders will be making presentations.
Topics to be covered include the numerous climate change mitigation efforts and the role organics management
plays in achieving them. There will be sessions devoted to the Healthy Soils Initiative with presentations by Diane
Gilbert Jones (City of Los Angeles) and Greg Baatrup (Fairfield-Suisun SD) and Jim Dunbar (Lystek) as well as CDFA
officials and others. There is no charge to attend this year but registration is required. To register, contact Lauren
Fondahl at fondahl.lauren@epa.gov.
5th Annual Biogas Conference in San Diego: October 10th -11th
City of Los Angeles Sanitation-Biosolids Management Program Audit Report by Diane Gilbert Jones, Co- Chair – City
of Los Angeles Bureau of Sanitation
The City of Los Angeles, Sanitation has completed an audit of our biosolids management program. A summary of the
results is attached (here) and the full report is available upon request.

COLLECTIONS COMMITTEE REPORT
Ralph Palomares, Chair
RPalomares@etwd.com

Dindo Carrillo, Vice Chair
dcarrillo@ocsd.com

Collection Systems Committee Update by Ralph Palomares, Chair – El Toro Water District
Happy October 2016 everyone!
Well I attended the Tri-State seminar last week in Las Vegas where they had over 200 hundred different sessions for
you to attend from collections to odor control and one of my favorites - the exhibits where you get to see and touch
all the new equipment. Everything on display is new and shiny from computers for your vehicles to sewer combo
trucks that can recycle the water it vacuums out of the manholes. These trucks don’t come cheap at a price tag of
around $500,000 to $600,000 +, depending on the accessories you purchase.
Now tools that we use on a daily basis from manhole hooks to tiger tails are made lighter and stronger to be more
user friendly towards our work force where we see back, shoulder and knee injuries, which all seem to be so
common in the wastewater industry. I can vouch for that having had two shoulder surgeries, 3 knee surgeries, one
wrist, two eye, and lower back issues from my early days of pulling sewer lids for 35 years now. Although I don’t pull
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manhole covers off as often these days, the damage is done. I now try to see what will make the daily job of sewer
maintenance easier with less injuries for our crews here at the District. Sometimes just plain old common sense
works when working out in the field, such as if the cover doesn’t come off move on to the next one and come back
later with some tools to get that stuck cover off. Hurting your back or shoulders isn’t worth the long term pain or
surgery should you need it.
Well any way, the conference went over rules and regulations that are already in force or new and upcoming
changes to the WDR, such as how to report or what to report in involving a major SSO that spilled into a California
waterway. Another reason to attend this conference is net working with fellow workers from Arizona and Nevada in
order to see first-hand how they do things in their neck of the woods. Although, they do clean sewers the same but
some of their regulations are a little different from us since we are so close to the Pacific Ocean in regards to SSO’s.
At the conference, I presented a power point presentation on two different days about my 35 years in the
wastewater industry where I was asked many questions about the past and where do I see this industry going in the
next 20 years. The next 20 years should be interesting with less water in our future and maybe more recycled water
in use than we are using today.
The WDR Sub-Committee that I sit on just finished a one year study on Fats, Oils & Grease program review. You can
get a copy of this report for review on the SCAP website (here). The report discusses alternative devices for
capturing FOG by other methods than the traditional concrete grease interceptor.
CWEA is having a WDR compliance seminar in February 2017 in Long Beach, CA where they will go over some new
changes and are you doing all that you can to stay in compliance with our SSMP and WDR programs.
Well November will be here soon and that means elections time and that John Pastore’s days are coming to an end
at SCAP, where I know we will miss him while he’s out there gold mining or just plain having fun somewhere in this
world. Thanks John for all you have done for the SCAP Collections Committee and you will be missed my friend. See
you all October 12th at El Toro Water District for the next Collections meeting.
Thanks-- Ralph Palomares, ETWD
Next Collection Systems Committee Meeting by John Pastore, SCAP
The next meeting of the collection systems Committee is scheduled for Wednesday October 12 th and hosted by the
El Toro Water District from 9 am to 1 pm. Steve Jepsen has put together a great program featuring presentations on
a new water recycling/sewer combo truck, a comparison of in-ground interceptors versus above ground style
devices, information on the FatOGRE, cured in-place pipe, AB 1826 and of course a discussion by committee Chair,
Ralph Palomares on the recently completed WDR FOG Program Review.
Please plan on joining us and don’t forget to rsvp to Pam at pmerriam@scap1.org. A copy of the agenda can be
found here.
SB 661 - The Safe Dig Act of 2016 courtesy of Terrie Mitchell, Sacramento Area Sewer District
Linked within this article is the final bill language for SB 661 – The Safe Dig Act of 2016 that was just signed by the
Governor. I have also attached an analysis completed by the Senate Rules Committee. As some of you may recall, a
similar bill was vetoed last year because the Governor wanted the requirements placed under the PUC, so it was re-

Page | 9

October 2016
Homepage

Air Report

Biosolids Report

Collections Report

Energy Report

Water Report

Pretreatment Report

introduced this legislative session. Both in the previous bill and in SB 661 we were able to secure and maintain the
exemption for non-pressurized sewer lines, which was a key amendment that we negotiated to be included in the
bill. For instance, in both the definition for “high-priority subsurface installation” and “subsurface installation”, nonpressurized sewer lines are not included.
There are, however, some new requirements that are likely to apply to pressurized sewer lines related to
underground excavations, markings of subsurface installations, training and enforcement. This bill also creates the
California Underground Facilities Safe Excavation Board under, and assisted by the staff of, the Office of the State
Fire Marshal.
SB 661 (here)

SB 661 analysis (here)

CWEA Annual Conference 17
Play a part in the upcoming 2017 CWEA Annual Conference to be held in Palm Springs from Tuesday, April 25 Friday, April 28, 2017 by submitting an educational session proposal. The Education Program Team looks forward to
working with you to design and develop meaningful sessions where participants engage, connect and learn.
There is no limit to the number of session proposals that may be submitted by an individual, company, organization
or institution. Please consider partnering with others to submit one or more proposals - a collaborative approach to
developing sessions is encouraged.
Top challenges for CWEA members we'd like to address at AC17 include:
 Safety First
 One Water: The Future of Resource Recovery
 Operations and Maintenance of the Future
 No Drought in Regulations: Surviving & Thriving as Regulations Increase
 Too Little Then Too Much: Building in Resiliency as California's Climate Goes Crazy
 We've Got the Data: Helping Members at All Levels Unlock the Power of Asset Management
 Built and Maintained to Last: Pipelines and Pump Stations
 Operations of Today
 Workforce Shortages
Since session proposals are collected using an electronic survey system, we suggest you first collect your thoughts
and review this PDF of the proposal form. Sample proposals are available to help get you started. Check out
additional conference information and process details at Proposal Requirements.
All proposals must be submitted online by midnight PST on Friday, October 14, 2016. For questions, please contact
Monica Myhill, CWEA Director of Education, by phone: 510.382.7800 x 103 or email: mmyhill@cwea.org.
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ENERGY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE REPORT
Pietro Cambiaso, Chair
Pcambias@ieua.org

Ray Bennett, Vice Chair
Bennett@irwd.com

Net Energy Metering (NEM) Successor Tariff Update by Pietro Cambiaso, Chair - IEUA
In January 2016, the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) adopted the Net Energy Metering (NEM) successor
tariff, known as NEM 2.0, which continues the existing NEM structure. The successor tariff will take effect either on
July 1, 2017, or upon reaching the 5% NEM capacity assigned. Currently the NEM successor tariff is in effect only in
San Diego Gas & Electric’s (SDG&E) service territory, since the NEM Cap was reached in June 2016.
Overall, the NEM 2.0 structure is very similar to the existing NEM, with the exception of a few minor differences:
 Interconnection fees payment;
 Nonbypassable charges for energy consumed from the grid;
 Time of Use (TOU) rate for all residential NEM customers;
 Systems larger than 1 MW can participate in NEM.
On September 15, 2016, the CPUC rejected the investor-owned utility’s (IOU) and The Utility Reform Network’s
(TURN) application for rehearing on the NEM 2.0 decision. Therefore, unless the IOU/TURN appeal to the court, the
NEM 2.0 proceeding is completed. The successor tariff will be revisited in 2019; however, customers taking service
under the NEM 2.0 will be grandfathered from further changes for 20 years from interconnection.
The Power of Waste: Renewable Natural Gas (RNG) for California by Pietro Cambiaso, Chair - IEUA
Energy Vision and Southern California Gas Company (SoCalGas) will host a workshop to discuss renewable natural gas
(RNG) and its critical role in enabling California to achieve its greenhouse gas reduction goals. The workshop will take
place on October 27th at the SoCalGas Energy Resource Center in Downey. Please refer (here) to the workshop
website for further information.
Water-Energy Nexus Registry Gets the Greenlight from Governor Brown! courtesy of The Climate Registry
Signed last Saturday, SB 1425 directs the California Environmental Protection Agency to establish a
voluntary emissions registry to quantify GHGs in California’s water system, with a view to
identifying reduction opportunities. This new registry will allow water agencies, large water
consumers, businesses and others to voluntarily track, measure, and baseline their GHG emissions
resulting from the water-energy nexus.

Atmospheric Measurement and Inverse Modeling to Improve GHG Emission Estimates taken from CARB Website
California has committed to an ambitious plan to reduce statewide greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions to 1990 levels by
2020 through Assembly Bill 32 (AB-32), which requires accurate accounting of emissions for effective mitigation
planning and verification of future emission reductions. Atmospheric GHG measurements from networks of towers
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can be combined with existing knowledge of emissions in a statistical inverse model -- weighing existing knowledge
with the new observations -- to more accurately quantify GHG emissions. This study quantifies major anthropogenic
GHGs including fossil fuel CO2 (ffCO2), methane (CH4) and nitrous oxide (N2O) emissions within California with a
Bayesian inverse modeling framework, using atmospheric observations from an expanded GHG measurement
network across California over multiple years. A copy of the study can be found here.

WATER ISSUES COMMITTEE REPORT
Al Javier, Chair
javiera@emwd.org

Lyndy Lewis, Vice Chair
Lewis@irwd.com

Next Meeting of the SCAP Water Issues Committee by John Pastore, SCAP
The next meeting of the SCAP Water Issues Committee will be held on October 13th at the offices of the Orange
County Sanitation District in Fountain Valley. The meeting will be held in conjunction with the CASA Regulatory
Workgroup’s Water Committee and will feature updates from agencies and organizations throughout the state.
EPA Renews Call to Action on Nutrients, Sets Goal for Monitoring at All Major POTWs - courtesy of NACWA
EPA renewed its call to action on nutrients in a September 22, 2016 memorandum outlining new and ongoing efforts
to make incremental progress on nutrients. The document "highlights the continued need for action to address this
challenge" and calls upon states and stakeholders to "renew our commitment and accelerate our efforts" to address
nutrient pollution. Of particular note, EPA states it will continue to strongly encourage and support the development
by states of numeric nutrient criteria (NNC) and numeric translators for narrative standards, an issue on which
NACWA has raised significant concerns.
The new memo recommits the Agency to the approach it first laid out in a March 2011 memorandum, which
emphasizes making progress to address nutrient on all fronts while states continue to develop NNC for nitrogen and
phosphorus. The September 22 memo is just the latest action from this EPA on the nutrient front. NACWA has also
been actively engaged in the Agency's plans to conduct a study of the nutrient performance of secondary treatment
(see article below), which is now cited in the new memo as a way to "support states and their communities" as they
look for cost-effective ways to reduce nutrient loads. NACWA plans to convene a Nutrient Summit in Spring 2017 to
further develop an appropriate advocacy strategy on nutrient issues moving forward.
Study on Secondary Treatment, Nutrients Moves Forward - courtesy of NACWA
EPA is moving forward with plans to conduct a multi-year study of the nutrient removal performance of secondary
treatment facilities, publishing a Federal Register notice to officially propose a screener survey for public review and
comment. The Agency will send the screener survey to every clean water utility in the country, most likely in early
2017. EPA believes it needs the screener survey to establish a statistical baseline and to help identify which subset of
utilities should receive a more detailed survey and be required to provide information on influent and effluent
nutrient levels.
EPA shared a preliminary draft of the screener survey with NACWA in July, and the Association outlined several
concerns in an August 1 comment letter. A top concern is the Agency's planned use of its authority under Section
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308 of the Clean Water Act to conduct the survey. Section 308 letters often proceed enforcement actions and
NACWA's letter encouraged EPA to avoid using Section 308 to collect the information.
NACWA and the Agency met several times to discuss the issue, and while EPA believes it must use Section 308 to
ensure a sufficient response rate, it agreed to include language indicating that the information it was collecting would
only be used for research or statistical purposes. EPA's response to NACWA's August 1 letter outlines the Agency's
rationale for using Section 308 and discusses how the screener survey would be updated to address many of the
Association's comments. NACWA is now reviewing the revised screener questionnaire and plans to provide
comments, in addition to working directly with EPA staff as the Agency proceeds with the study.
NACWA Signs International Wipes Position Statement courtesy NACWA
NACWA and a number of major utilities around the country have signed on to an "International water industry
position statement on non-flushable and 'flushable' labeled products." The statement resulted from work on an
International Organization for Standardization (ISO) technical specification for flushability, in which NACWA is
participating. The statement emphasizes that only the "3 Ps" – pee, poop, and toilet paper – should be flushed, that
wastewater utilities currently do not accept any flushability guidance for wipes, and that all wipes should be clearly
labeled "Do Not Flush." If your utility is interested in signing the statement please contact Cynthia Finley.

WASTEWATER PRETREATMENT COMMITTEE REPORT
Jim Colston, Chair
JColston@ocsd.com

Barbara Sharatz, Vice Chair
BSharatz@sandiego.gov

AB 1826 –Organics Diversion by Steve Jepsen, SCAP
There are several National and State regulations promulgated to reduce organic disposal in landfills. The most recent
regulation is AB 1826. One of the primary elements of this regulation is the diversion of commercial organics from
landfills. Commercial organic include food scraps, outdated food and food-soiled paper. Implementation of AB 1826
has already occurred, starting in April 2016 with large commercial food facilities required to separate and divert food
waste from traditional landfill disposal. The amount of food waste generated in our society is remarkable. The
average restaurant that prepares 370 meals per day generates 1.5 pounds per meal of food waste. That adds up to
555 pounds of food waste per day!
There are several alternatives for food facilities to employ to comply with the food waste diversion goals including:
• Source Reduction (ordering less food)
• Feeding Hungry People
• Feeding Animals
• Industrial Uses
• Composting
• Anaerobic Digestion
One alternative approach being considered is using large food liquefiers to liquefy the food waste and discharge it to
the sanitary sewer collection system. This practice would introduce large quantities of Fats, Oils and Grease (FOG) as
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well as waste with high Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD) into the sewage collection system. Depending on the
characteristics and flow in the collection system liquefied food waste could cause FOG related blockages and BOD
related odors.
The discharge of liquefied food waste may also be inconsistent with the Statewide General Waste Discharge (WDR)
for Wastewater Collection Agencies Order No. 2006-0003-DWQ which requires a FOG source control program if FOG
is determined to be a problem in the collection system.
More palatable solutions for most collection systems include composting or anaerobic digestion with the food waste
processed and delivered directly to the headworks or digester. Some POTWs are accepting food waste as a means to
produce more digester gas and eventually more energy.

Non Sequitur
“Good leaders must communicate vision clearly, creatively, and continually. However, the vision doesn’t come alive
until the leader models it.”
- John C. Maxwell

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SEPTEMBER PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE— WORLD’S LARGEST GWRS TO GET BIGGER!
Cathy Green, President

At the Sept. 21 OCWD board meeting, the Groundwater Replenishment System (GWRS) Final Expansion received a
unanimous and enthusiastic vote—the first step towards the project’s groundbreaking.
This visionary project keeps getting bigger and better.
When completed, this final phase of the world’s largest advanced water purification
project of its kind will bring the total water produced to 130 million gallons per day,
enough to fulfill the needs of 1 million people in north and central Orange County.
Budgeted at $351 million, it is expected to go online by the end of 2022.
The OCWD board must approve additional items related to this project in order to fully authorize its implementation.
These approvals will likely occur in October and November of this year. Next steps also include the District’s pursuit
of funding for the project, which includes Proposition 1 grant funding, bonds, and State Revolving Fund loans that
typically carry a low interest rate.
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The GWRS is a joint project with the Orange County Sanitation District. It started with its predecessor, Water Factory
21 (WF 21), which was the first plant in the world to use reverse osmosis to purify wastewater to drinking water
standards. It went online in 1976 and produced 15 million gallons per day of treated water, which was injected in a
series of 23 injection wells to stop seawater intrusion.
When OCWD needed to expand WF21 and the Sanitation District needed to build a new outfall to the Pacific Ocean,
they collaborated once more to create the GWRS, which went online in 2008, producing 70 million gallons of water a
day. Its Initial Expansion, which was dedicated in 2015, brought the total to 100 million gallons per day.
During this current record-setting drought, now lasting five years, OCWD’s sound management of the basin and
investment in water supply projects like the GWRS, have allowed the region to weather the drought better than
other areas.
OCWD’s 19 member agencies are in a favorable water supply situation due to the District’s sound management.
After water agencies met stringent water conservation goals, Governor Jerry Brown adopted an alternative statewide
water conservation approach that allows urban water suppliers to evaluate their specific water supply situation. With
this alternative evaluation, local cities assess how much water they have available to meet local water demands
assuming three additional drought years.
Water agencies facing shortages during three drought years will be required to meet a conservation standard equal
to the amount of shortage. If an agency, for example, would have a 10 percent supply shortfall, its mandatory
conservation standard would be 10 percent. I am happy to say that all OCWD member agencies were able to submit
reports to the state that detailed a favorable three-year water supply outlook and because of this they are able to set
their own conservation targets.
Overall, the GWRS has allowed its member agencies to pump more water from the groundwater basin. This saves
them money as they do not have to purchase more costly imported water. But the basin is still only 25 percent full
and we need to refill it. OCWD will continue to plan for the future to ensure a reliable water supply and will continue
to explore all future possibilities for alternative water supplies. These include the GWRS Final Expansion and working
with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to store more water behind Prado Dam. OCWD is also exploring ocean
desalination to acquire 56,000 AFY.
We plan ahead, not on a year to year basis, but 30-40 years in advance to be prepared to meet the challenges of
extreme weather on local and imported supplies and provide reliable, high-quality water for 2.4 million people in
north and central Orange County.
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