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Executive Director’s Message
GOODBYE SUMMER, HELLO HOT WEATHER!
GOLD FEVER!
RECYCLED WATER IS THE BEST?
Rest and relaxation-- just the recipe for enjoying a
great Labor Day weekend! I hope everyone was
able to take a few days off this past weekend and
savor the fruits of your labor. Labor Day generally
marks the end of our summer and the start of a
change in the seasons. This year, however, seems
to be somewhat different than past years in that
cooler weather has prevailed for most of July and
August. While “cooler” is a relative term, hotter is
not and I have this strange feeling that we will be paying the price in
September and October with some record breaking heat coming our way.
From the number of “out-of-office” return emails I received these past few
months I am glad to see that many of you were able to take vacations this
summer. Not to be outdone, I decided to take a few days off myself and
spend some time exploring the great outdoors of northern California with
two of my older grandsons. What started out as a simple fishing trip to the
Sierra’s evolved into more of a “how many different things can we do in 5
days” trip.

Accompanied by Joshua and Ricky, ages 12 and 15, we hit the road midmorning with full intentions to get through LA and over the 40-mile long
SCAP STAFF
Grapevine before the rush of Friday afternoon traffic. Kudos to CALTRANS
John Pastore, Executive Director for their infinite wisdom in closing off two of the four lanes on a Friday
jpastore@scap1.org
afternoon and turning a 2 ½ hour
Pam
Merriam,
Administrator journey into a 4 ½ hour stop and go
exercise. Nonetheless, we continued up
pmerriam@scap1.org
the 99 to the 120 and after 9 straight
Ray Miller, Exec. Dir. Emeritus hours of driving we arrived at our
rmiller@scap1.org
destination in the heart of mother lode
country in Jamestown, CA.
Southern California Alliance of
Bright and early the next morning,
Publicly Owned Treatment Works
making like Miner 49ers, we pulled out
P.O. Box 231565
our gold mining equipment and started
Encinitas, CA 92024-1565
prospecting along a short reach of a nearby creek.
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Fax (760) 479-4881
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Running a high banker attached to a small pump, we dug out the bottom of a section of the creek down to bedrock
and ran it through the sluice box for the rest of the day. Ricky worked the bottom of the creek with me, while Joshua
emptied buckets of shoveled material into the sluice, since the depth of water in some places of the creek was over
his head. Bad planning on my part resulted in our having to brave the cold water dressed in just shorts and boots but
by mid-afternoon we were happy to be in the water as the temperature reached into the 90's.

After the first hour we checked our sluice and found a small amount of gold and
that was enough for the boys to start working extra hard with the thought that
they were going to strike it rich. Sadly, by the end of the day and after the final
cleanup it didn’t appear that we would be flying home on a private jet after all.
But we did find enough gold for the boys to split and be able to show off to their
friends back home.
The next day we headed for Yosemite as none of us had ever visited the Park
before. Unfortunately, there was a fire raging near Mammoth and it was filling the Valley with dense smoke. Even
though the air quality was horrible, the views within the Park were still magnificent. We braved the traffic and
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mastered the shuttle bus schedules in order to take a few different treks into the
backcountry. However, this time of the year coupled with sparse rainfall led to all of the
close proximity waterfalls being dried up. So after a day of hiking, we left the Valley for the
long drive out of the park on our way to Tioga pass and our next destination at June Lake.
The next day found us wandering around nearby Gull Lake doing a little fishing along with
some rope swinging into the
lake. By early afternoon we
were ready for our next
adventure, which for me was
by far the coolest thing ever.
We rented a Jeep and took off exploring through the
backwoods of the Sierras. Climbing up past 10,500 feet
in elevation we got a close up look at the inside of
craters in two different extinct volcanoes as well as an
extensive obsidian dome.
By far this was the highlight of the trip for me--being able to drive through
the forest on some of the gnarliest back roads I have ever been on. I can’t
wait to try this again when the dust is finally replaced with a fresh dusting of
snow.
An added
bonus
was
the
plethora of wildlife
running around such
as deer, coyotes and
even some bears.
Leaving all of this was
really hard but we had only one day left and needed to get our
originally planned fishing in so we headed out for Mammoth
Lakes. Our final day found us fishing Lake George, the highest
and most scenic of the five Mammoth lakes. I wish I could
report we had an epic day fishing, but no such luck. I think I
caught one trout on a fly and that was it as the smoke from
the nearby fire blew in around noon and we had to retreat
down to the Owens Valley for some fishing in the Owens
River.
One thing that this trip did was instill in me a renewed sense
of understanding of just how fragile California’s water supply
picture is. The rivers and creeks throughout the Sierra’s are
at an all-time low and the water level in many of the area’s
lakes, such as Lake Crowley, are fast approaching record low levels. Natural disasters, such as the on-going fire in
Yosemite Park which is threatening water quality in Hetch Hetchy Reservoir, are apt to continue having significant
impacts on our water resources in the future. As our natural water supplies continue to dwindle, the importance of
expanding our recycled water and desalination projects cannot be underestimated. Quietly, there are some
legislative changes being proposed that will improve the ability of our agencies to expand much needed recycled
water supplies and lessen the administrative burden associated with delivery.
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For example, AB 803 – Water Recycling Act of 2013 recently passed off the floor of both houses of the Legislature
with unanimous “aye” votes and after a being amended in the Senate, it was sent back to the Assembly for pro forma
concurrence late last week. This bill, co-sponsored by Eastern Municipal Water District, is intended to remove
several barriers to the increased use of recycled water while maintaining public health and safety. Furthermore, the
bill eliminates obsolete and inconsistent elements of the regulations that currently present barriers to recycled water
use. It also aligns existing provisions in the Health and Safety Code with the Water Code, clarifying the requirements
for reporting the unauthorized discharge of recycled water, and memorializes existing Regional Water Quality
Control Board authority to permit Advanced Treated Purified Water projects at the point where the highly treated
water enters a conveyance facility exiting the treatment plant. SCAP along with nearly all of the other associations
have written letters of support for this important bill.
A very controversial piece of proposed legislation is AB 145 - State Water Resources Control Board: Drinking Water.
This bill as it is currently written would transfer DPH’s drinking water regulatory function to the State Waterboard.
The bill has been opposed by WateReuse and most other California water interests unless it is amended. The bill is
currently on suspense in Senate Appropriations Committee and the Administration is actively working with
WateReuse and others to explore amendments that would meet their needs. WateReuse submitted proposed
amendments to the Administration’s version of the bill in late August that would place permits for potable reuse
projects in the hands of drinking water regulators instead of regional water boards.
Diminshingly yours,
John Pastore, Executive Director

Comments?
If you would like to leave a comment about content or layout of this newsletter, please feel free to contact us at
SCAP.
Clean Water Summit Partners Update by John Pastore, SCAP

st

The next meeting of the California Clean Water Summit Partners is scheduled for October 1 in Sacramento.

Hoover Dam showing dramatic effects of water loss
(Photo courtesy of Ralph Palomares)
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We are trying out a new feature in the Newsletter and would appreciate hearing back from you what you think of this idea. Each
month we intend to feature a different crossword puzzle associated with some aspect of water/wastewater or SCAP relevance.
This first one is rather tough, (please be easy on us as this is our first try at this) as it calls on terminology taken from all of our six
committees, so don’t feel bad if you get stumped on many of the answers. [Hint: many of the answers can be found in past issues
of the newsletter, particularly in the committee reports]
As an added incentive, we will reward the first person that faxes or emails over a complete and correct version of the puzzle to
us with a gift from our SCAP memorabilia collection. Submissions can be faxed to SCAP Admin at (760) 479-4881 or emailed to
SCAPAdmin@dudek.com.
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AIR QUALITY COMMITTEE REPORT
Kris Flaig, Chair
kris.flaig@lacity.org

David Rothbart, Vice Chair
drothbart@lacsd.org

LOCAL AIR DISTRICT NEWS AT A GLANCE
Posted meeting dates and proposed new rule development for the following air districts can be found at these sites:
Imperial County APCD
Mojave Desert AQMD
San Diego APCD
Santa Barbara APCD

Ventura County APCD

South Coast AQMD

SCAP Air Quality Committee Update by Kris Flaig, Chair-City of LA
Although August was a dark month, a few items blew into view, some with a devil wind, others with only a mild
breeze. All these climate change items are keeping CWCCG Program Manager, Sarah Deslaurier busy. In addition,
the various legislative gymnastics in Sacramento are keeping CWCCG and CASA legislative reviewers on their toes!
The following are several of the highlights, limited in number, due to their importance.
On August 5, Sarah submitted comments on the AB32 Scoping Plan Update Kickoff meeting, asking CARB to publish
its “GHG Emissions Trend” data and commenting on each of the key areas of efforts for this update: energy,
transportation, agriculture, water, waste, and natural and working lands. This letter can be found on the CASA
website, www.casaweb.org .
Priorities on which Sarah is keeping an eye include:
- AB 32 Scoping Plan Update Draft language to be released end August/early September
- EPA GHG Tailoring Rule – decision on biogenic CO2 emissions to come
- ARB/CalRecycle Waste Stream Study in next 1-3 months to be referenced by Scoping Plan and Offset Protocol
Development
Two hot bills that should be on everyone’s radar are AB237 and SB594. Whether or not you are familiar with the netenergy-metering proposals of AB237, which may primarily have an effect on POTWs who receive electricity from
IOUs, anyone receiving power from IOUs or POUs should read the affected sections of the Public Utilities Code.
Meanwhile, our sister organization, CASA, has sounded the alarm with other such agencies across California of the
potential muzzle that SB594 could bring. Hearings in the California legislature during the last week of August may not
have been helpful.
September promises to be a month not to miss with CARB publishing AB32 Scoping Plan draft language, Tailoring
Rule decisions at USEPA, and the California legislature gutting and amending bills with little notice.
Hopefully, we’ll have a few fair winds among the probable whirlwinds ahead.
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BIOSOLIDS COMMITTEE REPORT
Matt Bao, Chair
mbao@lacsd.org

Tom Meregillano, Vice Chair
TMeregillano@ocsd.org

Diane Gilbert Jones, Vice Chair
diane.gilbert@lacity.org

September 26th Biosolids Committee Meeting by John Pastore, SCAP
Please join us for our next SCAP Biosolids Committee meeting of 2013, which will be held jointly with the SCAP
Energy Committee. The meeting will be held at the Encina Wastewater Authority office in Carlsbad beginning at 9:00
am and will feature presentations centered on the theme, “ Energy Savings - What we can learn from smaller
agencies”. It is expected that we will have presentations by staff from Encina WA, Santa Margarita Water District,
Valley Center Municipal Water District and the San Elijo Joint Powers Authority. Encina staff will also update us on
their innovative biosolids management program and provide us with a tour of their heat dryer technology used to
produce Class A biosolids pellets that are then utilized as a biofuel or fertilizer product. We also plan on having
representatives from Southern California Edison and the Southern California Gas Company present to discuss their
demand response and incentive programs for our water and wastewater agencies and to hear from you about any
ideas you may have for program improvements.
Conferences, Workshops. Etc. Update by Matt Bao, Chair-LACSD
8th Annual California Bioresources Alliance Symposium, "A Call to Action", September 18-19, 2013 – The eighth
annual California Bioresources Alliance Symposium will be held on September 18-19, 2013 from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM
at the Cal/EPA Building, 1001 I Street, Sacramento. CPUC Commissioner Carla Peterman will give a keynote on the
future of bioenergy, and the opening session will focus on recent California legislation addressing bioresources.
Other sessions include an update on the Bioenergy Action Plan, biogas challenges faced by wastewater treatment
plants, the federal/state dairy digester initiative and dairy clustering, forestry products and urban residuals options,
facility siting issues, and use of bioresources for mine reclamation. The afternoon of the second day there will be a
field trip to the Sacramento Regional Wastewater Treatment Plant to see the Sacramento Municipal Utilities District
biogas enhancement project and the Synagro biosolids pelletizer. The symposium brings together sector
professionals, municipalities, regulators, legislators, state and federal agencies, researchers, financers, and others
involved in California organic residuals. The two day event is co-hosted by University of California (UC) Davis
Extension and the US Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9. A copy of the agenda can be found here.
Contact Lauren Fondahl, US EPA Region 9, at fondahl.lauren@epa.gov (415) 972-3514 for more information on the
content of the symposium, or Magy Hoyer at mehoyer@ucdavis.edu (530) 754-8508 for information on registration,
becoming a sponsor, or other questions about the Symposium.
EPA Announces Enhancements to IRIS Program provided courtesy of Greg Kester, CASA’s, Director of Renewable
Resource Programs
The following information relates to progress being made within US EPA’s Integrated Risk Information System (IRIS)
in conformance with recommendations made by the National Academy of Sciences. The IRIS database provides the
basis upon which risk assessment is conducted and is therefore a key component of regulatory development. As you
may recall, in 2010, CASA strongly opposed a proposed cancer slope factor for inorganic arsenic for use in the IRIS
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system because it was not based on credible science. The arsenic evaluation is one of many for which EPA was
criticized and has resulted in a complete reassessment of how such values are derived. The announcement below,
and upcoming workshops, represent a significant shift for EPA and will help ensure that relevant and credible
research is sought and used in the future.
On July 31, 2013, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced enhancements to the Integrated Risk
Information System (IRIS) program. The enhancements reportedly will improve the scientific integrity of
assessments, improve productivity, and increase transparency so issues are identified and debated early in the
process. According to EPA’s announcement, the enhancements are in line with National Research Council (NRC)
recommendations. Highlights of the IRIS enhancements include:
• Public meetings early in the assessment development process to identify available scientific information
and any data gaps for the chemical being assessed.
• Public release of preliminary materials in the early stages of developing an assessment.
• A new document structure for IRIS assessments that is clearer, more concise, and more systematic.
• "Stopping rules" for new data and scientific issues to help ensure that IRIS assessments are not delayed by
new research findings or ongoing debate of scientific issues after certain process points have passed.
• Strengthened practices for peer review and conflict of interest.
• Increased use of IRIS website to share information about assessment schedules and stakeholder meetings.
Additional information on the IRIS enhancements can be found at www.epa.gov/iris.
Upcoming EPA IRIS Workshops
• August 26, 2013: EPA is developing and implementing approaches to enhance its scientific assessments,
particularly in the area of increasing transparency and clarity related to evaluating evidence and drawing
conclusions. To inform these efforts, EPA will hold a public workshop to provide scientific input on issues
related to the use of a systematic review process for evaluating potential health hazards of chemical
exposures.
• September 19, 2013: EPA is developing an updated IRIS assessment of hexavalent chromium. This
assessment will evaluate the potential health effects of hexavalent chromium from oral and inhalation
exposures. An important component of determining the cancer causing potential of ingested hexavalent
chromium is understanding the rates at which this metal is effectively detoxified in the gastrointestinal
tract. To address this, EPA will convene a state of the science workshop where an expert panel will discuss
this issue. This workshop will be open to the public, broadcast by webinar/teleconference, and will take
place over two non-consecutive days.
• October 24-25, 2013: EPA will hold a state-of-the-science workshop titled "Chemically-induced Mouse Lung
Tumors: Application to Human Health Assessment." This workshop will cover a broad range of evidence
from human, animal, and in vitro studies with a focus on specific chemicals (ethylbenzene, naphthalene,
and styrene) causing tumors in mice and implicated in a proposed species-specific mode of action (MOA)
based on metabolic and physiological susceptibility. The goal of the workshop is to inform the IRIS
assessments for chemicals with similar mouse lung tumor evidence.
More information on these workshops is available at http://www.epa.gov/iris/publicmeeting/index.htm .
Court of Appeals Dismisses Solano County Waste Importation Ban Case as Moot Due to Passage of AB 845
The following summary has been prepared by CASA’s Director of Regulatory Affairs, Adam Link, and posted on the
CASA website along with the Court Decision.
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On July 31, 2013, the California Court of Appeal for the First Appellate District held the passage of Assembly Bill 845
in 2012 rendered appeals related to Solano County Measure E, a de facto ban on out of county solid waste, moot.
The consolidated appeals in the case of Sierra Club v. County of Solano involved the question of whether a 1984
Solano County ballot initiative, Measure E, improperly discriminates against out-of-county solid waste by severely
limiting the amount of waste that can be imported into the county. The trial court previously ruled that Measure E
was enforceable, and Potrero Hills Landfill, Waste Connections, Inc., and several other entities appealed the trial
court ruling.
While the case was pending on appeal, the Governor signed AB 845 on September 25, 2012. The bill contained
language that speaks directly to the issues in the case and expressly prohibited measures such as Measure E. AB 845
by Assemblywoman Fiona Ma (D-San Francisco) prohibited enactment of local ordinances, including voter initiative
ordinances, restricting or limiting the importation of solid waste into a privately owned solid waste facility based on
place of origin. Thus, shortly after its adoption, Respondents and Real Parties in Interest in the case filed motions
requesting dismissal of the pending appeal and reversal of the trial court judgment.
CASA submitted an amicus brief in support of the original appeal and also supported AB 845 due to concerns that
exportation or importation restrictions based on the place of origin directly conflict with the goals of the California
Integrated Waste Management Act (IWMA). CASA’s support was also due, in part, to the fact that Solano County
Measure E violates some of the same principles of law as the Kern County biosolids ban ordinance that CASA has
challenged in the City of Los Angles v. County of Kern litigation.
Fortunately, the court agreed with CASA and the Respondents and found that “enactment of Assembly Bill No. 845
has rendered the issues raised on appeal moot. Because the portion of the judgment directing enforcement of
Measure E is contrary to existing law, the appropriate course of action is to reverse that portion of the judgment with
instructions to dismiss the petition.” Although the court did not reach the merits of the case, and the opinion
remains unpublished, this is a very positive result and underscores the impropriety of out-of-county bans of solid
waste and biosolids alike.

COLLECTIONS COMMITTEE REPORT
Ralph Palomares, Chair
RPalomares@etwd.com

Dindo Carrillo, Vice Chair
dcarrillo@ocsd.com

Collection Systems Committee Update by Ralph Palomares, Chair-El Toro WD
Well it’s hard to believe another summer will be over in a few weeks and that Labor Day has just gone by. Thinking
back, we have tackled many timely issues this year at our SCAP collections meetings, from flushable wipes to calcium
deposits to what to do about odor control. But for as long as I have been in this wastewater field (just starting my
33rd year) odors remain a problem for everyone in this industry.
We all have customers who complain about sewer odor gases on certain streets and neighborhoods, both in our
cities and special districts, so what do we do about it? We explain to them why it smells at times and why sealing the
manhole covers in various ways can be quite effective if done right to prevent gases from escaping out.
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Sometimes these people live close to a wastewater treatment plant and there’s nothing we can really do except to
tell them we are working on a solution to the problem. Pump or lift stations in neighborhoods sometimes can create
many customer complaint calls also. In these cases we go out to their homes and explain how we just hydro-cleaned
or flushed the sewer line in front of their home and now it should be ok for a while.
My point being, people just want an explanation or some answers as to why it smells and what can be done to
eliminate the odor! In many cases, all we can do is explain the sewer treatment process to them and nine times out
of ten they get the message of what we are doing do. We explain that when they see us out there in our big white
trucks, whether it’s daily, weekly or even just once a year, it’s to respond to a sewer hot spot located close to their
home. We also give them brochures to read and educate them about our sewer system and convey what not to put
down the sinks or toilets from fats oils and greases to flushable wipes. Regardless of the message, it’s a win-win
situation for all of us, as after all, we are working for them and they do pay our salaries.
Maybe a future topic at one of our SCAP Collections meetings might be a session on “how to handle customer
complaints”. And let’s also keeping looking for that magic odor removal drug or whatever might be out there for us
to explore and try. So after Labor Day it’s back to the grind, so keep tuned for new and upcoming information and
please plan on attending our next SCAP Collections meeting on September 24th in Ontario, CA .
Newly Revised SSS WDR Monitoring and Reporting Program (MRP) by Dindo Carrillo, Vice Chair-OCSD
On August 1, 2013, the State Water Resource Control Board (SWRCB) emailed to all of the SSS WDR Order enrollees
an electronic copy of the newly revised SSS WDR Order Monitoring and Reporting Program (MRP). The email notice
consisted of a SWRCB Cover Letter, Fact Sheet, and the revised MRP. The MRP amendment will become effective on
September 9, 2013. On this exact same day the SWRCB will update the CIWQS SSO Database to reflect the changes
made on the revised MRP. An electronic copy of the Cover Letter, Fact Sheet, and the revised MRP can also be found
on the SWRCB website http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/sso/index.shtml . Also, the SWRCB
has updated the Collection System Questionnaire. SSS WDR Order enrollees will have 6 months after September 9,
2013, to complete the unpopulated fields of the updated Collection System Questionnaire.
The following is a summary of the major changes made to the SSS WDR MRP:
1)

Change Notification Requirement for spills that reach surface water:
a. Required notification has been changed to call only the California Office of Emergency Services (OES). OES
will notify the Regional Water Quality Control Board and local Health Departments when a spill notification
is received. (Please note that this notification requirement do not preclude an enrollee from reporting
SSOs to these agencies directly and other agencies pursuant to state law.)
b. Elimination of certifying to RWQCB that a SSO notification was called out to Regulatory agencies.
c. Notification to OES is only required for spills of 1,000 gallons or more.
d. Additional requirement to update OES when substantial changes to previously reported spill volume
estimates or impacts.

2)

Defined new spill categories and refined spill report fields:
a. Category 1 – spills of any volume that reach surface water
b. Category 2 – Spills greater than or equal to 1,000 gallons that do not reach surface water
c. Category 3 (formerly Category 2) – Spills less than 1,000 gallons that do not reach surface water

3)

Addition of requirement to submit a technical report within 45 days of the end date for spills to surface water
over 50,000 gallons.
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Addition of requirement for all WDR Order enrollees to develop a Water Quality Monitoring plan to be
implemented with 48 hours after initial notification where 50,000 gallons or more reach surface water.
Addition of requirement for WDR Order enrollees to submit an electronic copy of their Sewer System
Management Plan (SSMP) or provide the web address where their SSMP is posted.
Addition of enhance record keeping requirements.
Elimination of requirement to certify Private Lateral Sewer Discharge reports.
Addition of a 120 day time limit for amending and re-certifying spill reports.

September 24th Collections System Committee Meeting by John Pastore, SCAP
Please join us for the next SCAP Collection Systems Committee meeting of the year, which will be held on Tuesday,
September 24, 2013 at the offices of the Ontario Municipal Utilities Company in Ontario from 9 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
The meeting will feature presentations by guest speakers on the following topics:
1. The New Statewide SSO Monitoring and Reporting Program (MRP);
2. Flushable/Non-Dispersible Products Update;
3. A solution for controlling non-dispersibles;
4. A study of sewer and storm drain cross contamination;
5. Coatings and linings for the underground infrastructure.
Non-Dispersibles/Flushables Update
At the Arkansa Water Environment Association (AWEA) Board Meeting on August 13, the Arkansas WEA adopted a
Position Paper concerning the fludshing of non-dispersibles, as developed and written by the NEWEA. Their hope is
that this will be beneficial if legislation becomes necessary, and/or for any other purposes where a united stand
needs to be presented. A copy of the position paper can be found on the SCAP website here.

ENERGY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE REPORT
Mark McDannel, Interim Chair
mmcdannel@lacsd.org

Chris Berch, Vice Chair
cberch@ieua.org

September 26th Energy Management Committee Meeting by John Pastore, SCAP
Please join us for our next SCAP Energy Management Committee meeting of 2013, which will be held jointly with the
SCAP Biosolids Committee. The joint meeting will be held at the Encina Wastewater Authority office in Carlsbad
beginning at 9:00 am and will feature presentations centered on the theme, “ Energy Savings - What we can learn
from smaller agencies”. It is expected that we will have presentations by staff from Encina WA, Santa Margarita
Water District, Valley Center Municipal Water District and the San Elijo Joint Powers Authority. Encina staff will also
update us on their innovative biosolids management program and provide us with a tour of their heat dryer
technology used to produce Class A biosolids pellets that are then utilized as a biofuel or fertilizer product. We also
plan on having representatives from Southern California Edison and the Southern California Gas Company present to
discuss their demand response and incentive programs for our water and wastewater agencies and to hear from you
about any ideas you may have for program improvements.
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WATER ISSUES COMMITTEE REPORT
Al Javier, Vice Chair, Chair
javiera@emwd.org

Jennifer Shepardson, Vice Chair
Shepardson_Je@sbcity.org

One World Summit “ONE WATER” SUCCESS TO BE SHARED AT SUMMIT SEPT. 23-26 IN LOS ANGELES
SCAP is proud to be a Supporting Partner for the upcoming One Water Leadership Summit that will be held in Los
Angeles from September 23-26th. Additional information can be found in the following article:
The U.S. Water Alliance will convene the 4th annual One Water Leadership Summit
(formerly called the Urban Water Sustainability Leadership Conference), in Los Angeles, on
September 23-26, 2013. The Leadership Summit is focused on modeling one water success
through integration, capture, conservation, and reuse. “Integrated water management
takes many shapes, seasons, and strategies to succeed,” expounds Ben Grumbles, President, U.S. Water Alliance,
“yet, every smart water manager says it's worth the journey, particularly as fiscal constraints, climate pressures, and
development opportunities continue to mount.”
The One Water Leadership (OWL) Summit goes to the heart of it all, convening the nation's innovators and decision
makers in California's City of Angels, where water has shaped and will continue to shape the fate of local and regional
communities, businesses, farms, and families, with ripple effects nationally and globally. In addition to featuring
Southern California communities, three spotlights will shine on Atlanta, Georgia; Bend, Oregon; and, New Orleans,
Louisiana. Each community will bring a team of leaders to describe their recent successes, ongoing challenges, and
emerging opportunities toward water sustainability with emphasis on green infrastructure, climate change
adaptation, and resource recovery.
Keynotes from national leaders, from U.S. Department of Interior, U.S. EPA, the National Wildlife Federation, and the
private water and energy sectors will describe trends and priority solutions to integrating, adapting, and collaborating
in an era of climate change and urban growth. New strategies and regulations on water reuse and stormwater
management will be explored. International perspectives and experiences will also be shared to enrich the
discussion.
This year's OWL Summit will also highlight the energy-water nexus, a key component of water sustainability, with
leaders from varying sectors and regions underscoring the need to connect the dots, drops, and watts. Summit
participants will learn from nationally-recognized leaders on the latest efforts regarding resource recovery, including
nutrients, energy, water, and biosolids.
The Leadership Summit is large enough to attract an inter-disciplinary and geographically diverse audience (about
300 attendees) while small enough to engage all attendees in the discussions. There will be strategic sidebar sessions
in small groups on key topics such as integrated planning, water finance, innovative technologies, and water quality
trading and smaller rapid-fire round table discussions where participants can “surf” from one table to another to
listen and learn about hot topics such as hydraulic fracturing and open competition for selecting pipe materials.
The City of L.A. will also host a "green bus tour" of inspiring local projects that embrace the "one water" theme which
will culminate in a reception/barbeque at the Echo Lake Park Reclamation Project. The final day, September 26, will
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include an impressive focus on Los Angeles with water sustainability leaders and planners from the city and county
and surrounding region. An exhibition of innovative green infrastructure and resource recovery businesses will also
be on display. The U.S. Water Alliance is able to provide affordable rates for participation in the OWL Summit,
including discounts for nonprofit and municipal groups, because of generous sponsors that include, to date: Black &
Veatch, CH2M Hill, CDM Smith, Community Conservation Solutions and InSinkErator.
Supporting partner organizations include, to date: Alliance for Water Efficiency, American Rivers, Conservation Fund,
Council for Watershed Health, Green For All, Heal the Bay, Low Impact Development Center, Inc., National
Association of Clean Water Agencies, The Climate Registry, and Sustainable Urban Forests Coalition.
For an agenda, and registration information, visit http://bit.ly/owlsummit or contact Lorraine Koss at 202.533.1819,
or email lkoss@uswa.us.
SWRCB 2012-2013 Sewer Rate Study by John Pastore, SCAP
The SWRCB conducted a study of the sewer rates charged by water/wastewater agencies throughout California and
have compiled a vast data base of these charges. While a copy of the report was sent to each of our members
previously, the file can also be found on the SCAP website here.
Statewide Toxicity Policy Update by John Pastore, SCAP
Last week SCAP and other state and regional wastewater associations along with Tri-TAC were invited to a special
briefing by the SWRCB staff on the status of the proposed policy for Toxicity Assessment and Control. The “byinvitation-only” session was the SWRCB’s way of disseminating information to and obtaining feedback from
representatives of the public wastewater sector in a controlled environment. Discussed in the meeting were
proposed changes to the previous versions of the draft policy, which is now being designated a “water quality control
plan” rather than a “policy” for the purpose of limiting the regional boards’ discretion over interpretation and
implementation issues. Staff indicated that there were three more such briefing meetings planned for other
stakeholders including stormwater, agriculture and NGOs.
The two main areas of focus during the briefing centered on options under consideration for MDELs for Chronic
Toxicity and possible Acute Toxicity Effluent Limitations.
•

•

Maximum Daily Effluent Limitations for Chronic Toxicity: The options included retaining the proposed
effluent limitations, eliminating the MDEL and imposing only monthly effluent limitations, or phasing the
limitations in by using the numeric values as triggers for accelerated monitoring for the first three years of
the policy.
Acute Toxicity Effluent Limitations: The options discussed included allowing the regional water boards to
retain some discretion to impose acute limitations in addition to chronic limits where justified by findings in
the permit, or requiring all permit holders to conduct reasonable potential analyses for acute toxicity.

SWRCB staff also discussed several changes to the last draft’s language that were main areas of concern for our
POTWs: These are:
• Increased threshold for monthly toxicity monitoring from 1 million gallons per day (MGD) to 5 MGD.
Permittee’s with discharges of 5 MGD or more would be assigned numeric effluent limits and required to
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conduct monthly chronic toxicity monitoring, while permittee’s with discharges below 5 MGD would be
required to conduct a reasonable potential (RP) analysis for chronic toxicity and would receive effluent
limits and a quarterly monitoring schedule if RP is demonstrated.
• The 6-month time period for completing a TRE would now start upon initiation of the TRE instead of from
the date of the violation. In addition, dischargers could be given longer than six months to complete a TRE
without incurring violations. This is subject to SWRCB review and approval.
 Changed the calendar month requirement to allow the regional boards’ to define when a calendar month
begins and ends for each individual permittee.
Staff is planning to have a revised draft of the toxicity plan out ready for public review and comment sometime in
October 2013.
2013 Water Bond Framework by John Pastore, SCAP
The Assembly Water Bond Working Group has publically released their "2013 Water Bond Framework”, which is
attached for your information.
I.
II.
III.
IV.

Title: Clean Drinking Water & Climate Change Response Act of 2014
Findings & Declarations: Need for Water Infrastructure
Definitions: Retain Definitions
General Provisions
A. Retain Existing Accountability Provisions
1. Retain Caps on Planning & Administration
2. Public Process for Developing Competitive Grant Programs
3. State Auditor Programmatic Review
4. Intent Statement – Public Benefits
B. Retain Assurances
1. Water Rights/Area of Origin
2. Prohibition on Delta Conveyance Funding
3. Protection of Wild & Scenic Rivers
4. Beneficiaries Pay for Benefits
5. Prohibition on Funding Environmental Mitigation, Except as Project Part
C. Terminate Authorization For Water Bond Funds Not Yet Appropriated
D. Leverage State/Local Funding – Priority for Local Funding Commitment
E. Make All State Agencies Eligible for Appropriation
F. Priority for Projects that Produce Greatest Public Benefit
G. Savings Clause: Contractual Commitments in the Delta
H. Priority for Shovel-Ready Projects
V. Water Quality: Clean and Safe Drinking Water ($1B)
A. Purpose: Address Drinking Water Contamination and Water Quality
B. Funding:
1. Benefit Disadvantaged Communities
a) Minimal Cost-sharing Requirements
b) Require Ability to Continue Operating Treatment Facility
c) Operations & Maintenance
2. Focus on Groundwater Cleanup
3. Wastewater Treatment Facilities
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4. Stormwater Management
C. Leverage Bond Funding with Other Sources (federal, state, local)
D. Identify Contaminants – Nitrates, Perchlorate, MTBE, Arsenic, Salinity, Chrome6, mercury
VI. Protecting Rivers, Lakes, Streams and Watersheds ($1B)
A. Purpose: Economic Benefits of Watersheds, Fishery & Instream Flow
B. Funding
1. Broad Range of Activities – watersheds, wetlands, water quality
2. Remove Barriers to Fish Passage
3. Collaboration with Federal Gov’t on Anadromous Fish Protection/Salmon
VII. Climate Change Preparedness & Regional Self-Reliance for Water ($1B)
A. Purpose: Adapt to Climate Change, Improve Regional Self-Reliance
B. Funding
1. Integrated Regional Water Management (Grants and Loans)
2. Broad Range of Activities – Infrastructure, Stormwater Capture
3. Specific Program Allocations Within Integrated Regional Water Management
a) Water Conservation
b) Water Recycling
c) Desalination with Renewable Energy Generation & Reduced Delta Exports
C. Policy
1. Retain Current Regional Allocations
2. Require Regional Prioritization of Water Infrastructure Projects
3. Requirements: Regional Plan, Urban or Agricultural Water Management Plan
VIII. Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Sustainability ($1B)
A. Purpose: Ecosystem Restoration and Delta Sustainability
B. Describe Programs Broadly
IX. Storage for Climate Change ($1B)
A. Purpose: Expand Surface & Ground Water Storage for Climate Change
B. Funding
1. Surface and Groundwater
2. Funding for Public Benefits
3. Restoration of Storage Capacity of Existing Dams
C. Policy
1. Retain Requirement for Delta Improvement From Storage Project
2. Continuous Appropriation
3. Cost-Sharing

15

Pretreatment Report

September 2013
Homepage

Air Report

Biosolids Report

Collections Report

Energy Report

Water Report

Pretreatment Report

WASTEWATER PRETREATMENT COMMITTEE REPORT
Jim Colston, Chair
JColston@ocsd.com

Barbara Sharatz, Vice Chair
BSharatz@sandiego.gov

September 10th SCAP Pretreatment Committee Meeting by John Pastore, SCAP
The next meeting of 2013 for the SCAP Wastewater Pretreatment Committee will be held on Tuesday, September 10,
2013 at the offices of the Inland Empire Utilities Agency in Chino, CA. Please join us for this meeting which will
feature presentations and roundtable discussion on the subject of Fats, Oils and Grease (FOG) programs. We would
like to hear from those in attendance about their agency’s FOG program and its effectiveness in reducing SSOs.
We would also like to begin discussion about cost recovery for pretreatment and source control activities at the
various agencies, both with respect to % recovered, and with respect to Prop 218 and Prop 26 considerations.
All interested parties are welcome to attend and participate. Please RSVP to Pam by September 6th if you plan on
attending. A meeting agenda will be distributed at the meeting.
SANITATION DISTRICTS INDUSTRY ADVISORY COUNCIL courtesy of Chris Herbeck, LACSD
The final agenda to the September 10th Industry Advisory Council Meeting is given below.
[Editor’s Note:] Please be aware that the response to the September 10th IAC meeting and tour was greater than
expected. Because of space constraints, the Sanitation Districts cannot accept any further participants. A waiting list
has been started for the meeting and/or tour, and you can contact Chris Herbeck to be placed on this waiting list. You
will be contacted if there is a cancellation and space becomes available.
If you have RSVP’d and discover you cannot make the meeting and/or tour, please contract Chris Herbeck to cancel
your RSVP and allow someone from the waiting list to take your place. To be placed on the waiting list or to cancel an
RSVP, please contact Chris Herbeck at cherbeck@lacsd.org or 562-908-4288 x2958.
Final Agenda Tour and Council Meeting
Tuesday, September 10, 2013, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., Conference Room E and F, Joint Administration Office, County
Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County, 1955 Workman Mill Road, Whittier, CA 90601, 562-699-7411
Advance Reservation Required for Lunch Count & Visitor Pass, cherbeck@lacsd.org or 562-908-4288 x 2958
(Reserved parking provided next to employee parking. Watch for Industry Meeting signs. Emergency Contact, Chris
Herbeck, Council Coordinator, 562-498-7204, cell phone)
10:00 a.m. Tour of Puente Hills Landfill, Tour Guides: Robert Asgian, Division Engineer Solid Waste Operations and
Engineering, and Ralph Becerra, Senior Engineer, Sanitation Districts
Meeting place for the tour is the Joint Administration Office for the Sanitation Districts. Vans will be provided to
transport guests to the landfill for the tour.
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The Puente Hills Landfill (PHLF) is one of the largest, modern active sanitary landfills in the United States. The
Sanitation Districts have owned and operated the landfill since 1970 and plan to close it on October 31, 2013.
The PHLF receives more than one fourth of the waste generated in Los Angeles County. The tour will show how a
landfill operates and include a discussion on the environmental control systems at the landfill. The gas and liquids
collection systems are extensive and complex, and require a team of engineers, technicians, and maintenance
personnel to operate efficiently. Because of the environmental control systems and landscaping, the PHLF remains
relatively obscure even though it is situated in the center of a major metropolitan area.
11:20 a.m. Vans will return guests to the Joint Administration Office for Council Meeting
11:30 a.m. Lunch
11:45 a.m. Sanitation Districts’ Solid Waste Overview, Charles Boehmke, Department Head, Solid Waste
Management, Sanitation Districts
12:15 a.m. Council Business and Updates
- Approval of the Minutes of the June 4 meeting
- Sanitation Districts Update, Dave Snyder, Sanitation Districts of LA County
- Certificates of Recognition Program
- Santa Clarita Valley Sanitation District Chloride Compliance Facilities Plan and EIR
- Annual Environmental Conference and Training Events, and Awards Opportunities for Industry, Attachment 1: 2013
Environmental Conference and Training Events Calendar, and Attachment 2: Annual Awards Opportunities, Chris
Herbeck, Sanitation Districts of LA County
- Industry, Association, and Public Agency Updates, and New Business
12:45 p.m. Pretreatment Compliance Refresher for Industry
- Permit Renewal, June Nguyen, Senior Engineer, Industrial Waste Section, Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County
- Site Inspections of Industrial Wastewater Dischargers, John Boyd, Supervisor of Industrial Waste Inspectors,
Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County
- Surcharge Statements, Firas Tsipena, Principal, Enviro-Flow Civil and Environmental Engineers
2:00 p.m. Adjournment to November 19 Industry Advisory Council Meeting at the Sanitation Districts’ Joint Water
Pollution Control Plant, Carson for a tour of the biosolids handling facilities and bio-filter odor control, and Metal
Finishing Association lobbyist briefings for Sacramento and Washington D.C.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
None at this time.
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NEW SCAP MEMBERS
We wish to welcome our newest 2012-13 SCAP members:
City of Chula Vista
City of Huntington Beach
Padre Dam Municipal Water District
Santa Ana Watershed Protection Authority
Noble Americas
Anaergia Services
Helio Power
Jericho Systems, Inc
DohertyTech, Inc. – Los Angeles
Facility Process Solutions Consulting, LLC
Thank you for your support!
…… SCAP Staff

Non Sequitur
Some circumstantial evidence is very strong, as when you find a trout in the milk.
- - - Henry David Thoreau (November 11, 1850)
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Some of our Supporting SCAP Associate Members
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