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Fire, Shade, Collaboration and Succession
CASA’s 61st Annual Conference got off to a smoky
start in Monterey with wildfires raging nearby.
Along with all the other recent wildfires in our
drought stricken State these highlight yet another
example for the importance of water availability.
The conference overview got off to a great start
with keynote speaker Joe Whitworth, President of
The Freshwater Trust talking about Quantified Conservation and brand new
pickup trucks. The five key points of Joe’s approach can be effectively
applied to most programs.
1. Situational awareness: objectively understanding the current
market and state of affairs.
2. Outcomes: to define specifically and boldly the results we seek.
3. Innovation: achieving outcomes at a pace and scale that matters.
4. Data & analytics: correctly prioritizing and tracking projects to
make the biggest difference possible.
5. Gain: shifting the default from holding the line to net
environmental improvement for every impact and every economic
transaction.

John Pastore, Executive Director Joe announced that society has been throwing money at environmental
jpastore@scap1.org
problems for years and has mostly missed. By applying the five principals
Pam
Merriam,
Administrator of Quantified Conservation to a common river discharge problem, The
Freshwater Trust was able to implement a cost effective river environment
pmerriam@scap1.org
solution. The issue centered on Medford, Oregon’s 17 million gallon per
Ray Miller, Exec. Director Emeritus day sewage treatment plant that was discharging clean, but warm, water
rmiller@scap1.org
into the Rogue River. The discharge to the river could raise the water
temperature by 0.18 degrees Celsius, adversely effecting aquatic life in the
river. The Freshwater Trust devised a simple solution of paying landowners
Southern California Alliance of
to plant trees to provide shade in lieu of expensive capital projects to cool
Publicly Owned Treatment Works
the plant effluent prior to discharge. With a tongue in cheek tone, Joe
P.O. Box 231565
indicated that when farmers and landowners along the river bank started
Encinitas, CA 92024-1565
driving around the community with brand new pickup trucks other
Ph. (760) 479-4880
neighbors took notice and wanted to be a part of the program, as a result
Fax (760) 479-4881
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shade was created, the problem solved, the river environmental protected and money saved.
Other highlights of the 61st Annual Conference included:
 Energy: Napa Sanitation District’s battery storage facility jointly undertaken with Tesla and PG&E. The
project uses massive battery cabinets that charge during off-peak (low energy cost) hours and provide stored
energy for plant use during peak (high energy cost) hours. Viability of this project was achieved with financial
collaboration with Napa Sanitation District, Tesla and PG&E. Energy savings are shared with Napa Sanitation
District and Tesla.


Water: The Monterey Regional Water Pollution Control Agency (MRWPCA) General Manager, Paul Sciuto,
provided an entertaining presentation on the Pure Water Monterey Program. The program receives source
water from domestic wastewater, industrial wastewater, agricultural drain water and stormwater. Bringing
all the stakeholder to the negotiating table and keeping them there was a big challenge, but eventually the
teams was able to show the stakeholders that the program benefits of a reliable source of clean water far
outweighed the issues holding up collaboration.



Succession Planning: Dr. Frank Benest led a dynamic interactive presentation on succession planning titled
“Growing our Successors: A Call to Action”. Frank provided some dramatic numerical statistics of people
leaving the workforce, who is replacing them and their attitudes towards the work environment. For
example, surveys indicate that millennials, born after 1980, prefer private sector work because their
impression that public sector work is bureaucratic and mind numbing. The presentation offered a step by
step approach to solving the brain drain and creating an environment to attract and grow talent.

Speaking of Succession Planning, in a few months John Pastore, SCAP’s Executive Director, will be embarking on a
well-earned journey of retirement. As the incoming Executive Director I will be busy trying to maintain the high level
of service SCAP’s membership has benefitted from in the last 25 years. The initial 15 years was with the guidance of
Ray Miller and the last 10 years with the guidance of John Pastore.
John Pastore and I have worked together for almost 20 years. 10 years ago, when John became the Executive
Director of SCAP, I started becoming active with SCAP’s Collection System Committee. After every SCAP committee
meeting I enjoyed the energy I felt from the water professionals sharing their expertise to improve our collective
level of service. I am looking forward to feeling that energy with all the great SCAP committees and transferring the
energy into maintaining and maybe even improving the services SCAP provides to its member agencies and the
public.
For the readers who don’t know me. I have been working in the water/wastewater engineering field in Southern
California for 35 years. My dad was a Sanitation Engineer for the Federal Government. He would take me to project
sites on the weekends and we even stopped at a sewage treatment plant on a family driving vacation. Most of my
experience has been with collection systems, distribution systems, pump stations and water storage. More recently I
have been involved with extension of staff roles assisting public agencies with funding, permitting and regulatory
compliance. I enjoy blurring the lines between public and private sectors, collaborating with the common goal of
getting the job done. I also have been a long time participant with CWEA and am a past president of the San Diego
Section. The CWEA experience clearly demonstrated to me the value professional organizations bring to our
community.
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Looking forward, I feel collaborating between water/wastewater utilities, solid waste entities, energy providers,
municipalities and regulators will be essential if we are to be successful with getting the job done for our water
customers. The ever tightening regulatory environment, economic challenges, extreme weather patterns associated
with climate change, water reuse and public demands will provide endless daunting challenges to our industry. More
than ever the SCAP family program of collaboration and communication will be an essential ally for our collective
success in meeting future challenges.
Sincerely Yours,
----Steve
California Clean Water Summit Partners Update by John Pastore, SCAP
The California Clean Water Summit Partners consist of the following associations:
 Bay Area Clean Water Association
 California Association of Sanitation Agencies
 California Water Environment Association
 Central Valley Clean Water Association
 Southern California Alliance of Publicly Owned Treatment Works
-----Next Summit Partners meeting will be held on October 4, 2016.

El Toro Water District’s Continued CIP Improvements
Drone Photo by Ralph Palomares
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AIR QUALITY COMMITTEE REPORT
David Rothbart, Chair
drothbart@lacsd.org

Jim Marchese, Vice Chair
jim.marchese@lacity.org

Terry Ahn, Vice Chair
tahn@ocsd.com

LOCAL AIR DISTRICT NEWS AT A GLANCE
Posted meeting dates and proposed new rule development for the following air districts can be found at these sites:
Imperial County APCD
Mojave Desert AQMD
San Diego APCD
Santa Barbara APCD

Ventura County APCD

South Coast AQMD

Note: The next Air Quality Committee meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 27th at the offices of the Los
Angeles County Sanitation Districts. All SCAP members are invited.

SCAQMD 2016 Ozone Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP) by David Rothbart, Chair - LACSD
SCAQMD has been performing community outreach and obtaining comments on the draft 2016 Ozone AQMP. The
outreach presentation can be viewed HERE. The Air Quality Committee met with SCAQMD’s Acting Executive Officer
and provided comment letters regarding the draft AQMP (click HERE). In response to our concerns, SCAQMD staff
expressed an interest in supporting biogas to pipeline/vehicle fuel projects. If your agency would like to pursue such
a project and incentive funding is needed to proceed, please contact me.
Unlike previous AQMPs, SCAQMD will rely heavily upon incentive funding to achieve emission reductions. SCAQMD
estimates that incentive funding of about $1 billion per year through 2031 will be required. SCAQMD’s Preliminary
Draft Socioeconomic Report indicates that the total present worth is estimated to be $38.2 billion for the incremental
costs associated with the AQMP, and the amortized annual average cost is $2.5 billion between 2017 and 2031 (See
Chapter 2 HERE). Based upon these estimates, about $1.5 billion per year will need to be paid for by consumers or
affected industries. YIKES!!!

SCAQMD Voluntary Early Risk Reduction Program by David Rothbart, Chair - LACSD
SCAQMD is scheduled to adopt proposed amended Rule 1402 on October 7, 2016. The proposed rule will provide
language that would encourage voluntary emission reduction projects. However, SCAQMD staff recently clarified that
facilities must already have an approved health risk assessment in order to qualify (click HERE for the August 10th
SCAQMD presentation). The Air Quality Committee was unable to identify any facilities that would be omitted by such
a limitation, so we are not opposed to the proposed revision (click HERE for SCAP’s August 5th comment letter).
Nevertheless, we requested that the Governing Board adopt a resolution directing staff to notify facilities of potential
OEHHA actions that could increase health risk. The resolution would also encourage facilities to implement early
voluntary risk reductions and avoid public notice, if possible.
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CASA Wastewater Treatment Survey by Frank Caponi, LACSD
Municipal wastewater treatment facilities are listed in the latest California Air Resources Board (CARB) greenhouse
gas inventory as a significant source of nitrous oxide (N2O), a potent greenhouse gas. However, the method for
estimating N2O emissions does not reflect advanced practices common in California. An important first step in
developing a more accurate estimate of N2O emissions will require better knowledge of the wastewater treatment
options that serve California.
N2O emissions from wastewater treatment plants may depend upon many factors that are not well defined for the
state’s 270+ municipal wastewater facilities. Therefore, the California Association of Sanitation Agencies (CASA) has
prepared a survey to ensure that CARB has the best information on which to base important decisions that will
impact the wastewater sector.
CASA would appreciate those SCAP members that have not already done so to complete the survey for their facilities
to help fill the information gaps. All attempts were made to keep the survey simple, and facility contacts will not be
shared with vendors, nor will sensitive information be released. With more accurate information, CASA will be in a
better position to protect the interests of the wastewater community.
If you have any questions about the CASA survey, please feel free to contact Patrick Griffith at pgriffith@lacsd.org.
Survey Link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CASA__Survey
SB 1387 (de León) - SCAQMD - Failed Passage
Late last night, at the very end of the Legislature’s two-year session, the call was lifted on SB 1387 (de León) and the
bill failed passage. This bill would have added three members to the South Coast AQMD Board. The final count was
30 in favor and 36 opposed (see below). The bill needed 41 votes to pass.

BIOSOLIDS COMMITTEE REPORT
Tom Meregillano, Co-Chair
TMeregillano@ocsd.org

Diane Gilbert Jones, Co-Chair
diane.gilbert@lacity.org

Next SCAP Biosolids Committee Meeting at Tulare Lake Composting Facility by John Pastore, SCAP
SCAP is planning for its next Biosolids Committee meeting to be held on Monday,
September 19th in Kings County at the Tulare Lake Compost Facility, which is owned and
operated by the Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County. The meeting will feature a
tour of the newly constructed facilities. More information about the meeting and tour
has been sent out to members and is available upon request.
(Photo courtesy of LACSD)
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User Testing for Electronic Sewage Sludge/Biosolids Annual Program Report [40 CFR part 503] by Tom Meregillano,
Co-Chair – Orange County Sanitation District (Source CASA)
EPA held two (2) workgroup meetings on August 8th and 22nd on their draft electronic biosolids annual report form
(draft electronic form). As a background, in October 2015, EPA published a final rule that requires electronic
reporting for certain NPDES reports to make reporting easier, efficient and accurate. As part of Phase 1 of the rule,
EPA has been working to put in place an electronic reporting platform by December 21, 2016 for the biosolids annual
report. As a result, EPA developed a draft electronic form using a specific set of data elements derived from 40 CFR
503. The draft electronic form requires basic information such as 1) Biosolids Program Information, 2) Facility
Information, 3) Biosolids Management, and 4) Biosolids Program Deficiencies.
EPA received 85 volunteers representing public agencies and several private entities throughout its 10 regions to
beta test the draft electronic form in EPA’s NPDES Electronic Reporting Tool (NeT). The following volunteers are from
California.













Central Marin Sanitation Agency
City of Los Angeles, Bureau of Sanitation
City of Roseville
Delta Diablo
Fairfield Suisan Sewer District
Liberty Composting
Orange County Sanitation District
Sacramento Regional County Sanitation District
San Francisco Public Utilities Commission
Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County
South Orange County Wastewater Authority
Vallejo Sanitation & Flood Control District

EPA instructed volunteers to test and comment on the draft electronic form and to provide comments before August
22. Volunteers have submitted their comments and awaiting EPA to schedule the next workgroup meeting. SCAP will
continue to monitor and track this initiative.
Call on EPA Biosolids Survey by Tom Meregillano, Co-Chair – Orange County Sanitation District (Source Chris
Hornback, NACWA)
EPA is in the planning and development stage for a new sewage sludge survey intended to update its Targeted
National Sewage Sludge Survey (conducted 2006-2007). EPA is still ironing out the details, but EPA is currently
planning to sample the same 70+ utilities that participated in the last survey. The new survey will focus on
compounds like PFOA/PFOS as well as some of the same pollutants it examined in the 2006/2007 survey, including
metals, triclosan, and others. EPA plans to begin sampling in the November/December timeframe. Rick Stevens,
head of EPA's biosolids program at Headquarters, will brief the NACWA’s Biosolids Committee via conference call on
September 14 at 1pm Eastern. To participate, contact Chris Hornback at chornback@nacwa.org).
Biosolids Conferences, Webinars, and Meetings
2017 WEF Residuals and Biosolids Conference – “The Future of Biosolids and Bioenergy”
April 8-11, 2017, held in Seattle Convention Center, Seattle, Washington. Abstracts are due by September 7, 2016.
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11th California Bioresources Alliance Symposium - November 1-2, 2016, at the Ziggurat Building at 707 3rd Street in
West Sacramento.
A number of top ranking regulatory officials and other leaders will be making presentations. Topics to be covered
include the numerous climate change mitigation efforts and the role organics management plays in achieving them.
There will be sessions devoted to the Healthy Soils Initiative with presentations by Diane Gilbert Jones (City of Los
Angeles) and Greg Baatrup (Fairfield-Suisun SD) and Jim Dunbar (Lystek) as well as CDFA officials and others.
There is no charge to attend this year but registration is required. To register, contact Lauren Fondahl at
fondahl.lauren@epa.gov.
L.A. Times Article: L.A. County Sanitation District Embroiled in Fight over Human Waste Facility (Source: L.A. Times)
On August 19, 2016, the L.A. Times featured in an article that describes Westlake Farms in a legal dispute with LACSD
to retract the sale of the farm. Westlake Farms argues that LACSD is not meeting a guarantee amount of compost
that was agreed by the parties to operate their farming operation; however, LACSD pointed out that there was no
compost amounts guaranteed. See attached L.A. Times article for more details here.

COLLECTIONS COMMITTEE REPORT
Ralph Palomares, Chair
RPalomares@etwd.com

Dindo Carrillo, Vice Chair
dcarrillo@ocsd.com

Collection Systems Committee Update by Ralph Palomares, Chair – El Toro Water District
Well summer 2016 is only a few weeks from being over and then it will start to get hot and the dreaded Santa Ana
winds will arrive here in southern California. Believe it or not, on August 11th I celebrated my 35th year here at El
Toro Water District and so now begins my 36th year here at the district and with my wife retiring from the school
district next June, who knows when I will retire and fire up the RV for some long awaited road trips. I mean we do
take RV trips now but just a short jaunt here or there locally in the So Cal area.
In the 35 years gone by I have met some of the best people in this water/wastewater industry and some are retired
or some have passed away but they also enjoyed doing what we do and that’s working with wastewater and how to
prevent sewer spills or eliminate sewer odors or what’s the best way to get rid of tree roots in the sewer lines, etc.
It’s a lot easier now then it was back in 1981 because now we have laptops, GPS computers, Ipads, Iphones, social
media and all types of websites to go to for information on our industry. In addition, training is now done using big
screen monitors in our training centers and there are no more VHS tapes or CD’s or overhead projectors. Cell
phones now have cameras on them so we don’t need that Polaroid camera anymore stored in our trucks with that
smelly old film. Our trucks have computers and mine has a surface pro which is used for doing field inspections.
Even our vactors and jetters have laptops in them so the crews can make their daily reports out in the field. Our
pagers are still around but for how long who knows? Having cell phones that you can read your e-mail or text your
boss about a problem out in the field or maybe say that you won’t be in that day because your sick - all without
having to talk to him makes life easier.
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Even computer programs have changed the way the wastewater technicians work today in 2016. Just by looking at
our office computer screens we can see live what’s happening in our collections systems as far as flows etc. A new
technology that I have recently discovered is the drone technology and what you can do with these devices.
Amazingly, you can inspect the top of tanks, survey your property or inspect the pump station up on top of a hill. I
firmly believe that this will be a billion dollar industry soon. The drone industry will create over 100.000 new jobs in
the next few years from farmers to Edison to roof inspectors, all using drones in the work place.
However, August 29th 2016 marked the day the FAA came out with new drone regulations for hobbyist and or
commercial flyers. And yes the rules are for safety and you will need to take a FAA test to fly in the future but hey,
we know all about safety.
Our next SCAP collections meeting is in the works so you will get an email soon as to when and where it will be .
Ok so it’s back to the start of my 36th year here at EL Toro Water District and I hope to see you all at Tri-State on the
River Seminar at South Pointe in Nevada on September 20th through the 22nd 2016.

ENERGY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE REPORT
Pietro Cambiaso, Chair
Pcambias@ieua.org

Ray Bennett, Vice Chair
Bennett@irwd.com

Industrial Assessment Center of SFSU Offers Energy Audits at no Cost by Pietro Cambiaso, Chair - IEUA
The following is a message from Dr. Ahmad Ganji, P.E., Director of the Industrial Assessment Center at San Francisco
State University introducing a free service offered by the University as part of a DOE federal grant program that may
be of interest to your agency.
“We would love the pleasure of introducing your brands to the Industrial Assessment Center of San Francisco State
University (IAC/SFSU). The Center is sponsored by the U.S. Department Of Energy, with the double objective of
supporting local Industry in becoming more energy efficient thereby increasing its competitiveness in national and
international markets, and developing a cadre of young engineers well versed in Energy Efficiency Principles and
Practices.
IAC/SFSU offers professional grade energy audit services to Industrial Facilities. Since its inception twenty years ago,
SFSU/IAC has performed approximately 450 audits, each identifying savings for 10 – 20 % of the energy bills of each
audited Facility. The audits, carried out by our student engineers and Faculty during a one full day non-intrusive visit
at the Facility, also identify savings in waste managements and in water resources. Being federally funded, IAC/SFSU
auditing service comes at no cost for the Industrial Facility, which is also under no obligation to implement any of the
identified energy conserving options. Any data obtained during the audit is treated with the utmost confidentiality.
Our contract with the U.S. Department of Energy allows for approximately 20 assessments per year. If you are
interested in taking advantage of this no-cost service, please email us at iac@sfsu.edu or call Gina Alexander at (415)
338-6202.
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We look forward to cooperating with your company/agency in exploring methods of production optimization. Please
see the attachments, and for more information, please visit our website at: http://engineering.sfsu.edu/iac/ ”
Attachments:
New Brochure
New Manufacturing Information Sheet
Further Contact Information
Industrial Assessment Center at SFSU
SCI-151, School of Engineering
San Francisco State University
1600 Holloway Ave,
San Francisco, CA -94132

Phone
Fax
Email
Website

415-338-6218
415-338-3086
iac@sfsu.edu
http://www.sfsu.edu/~iac

WATER ISSUES COMMITTEE REPORT
Al Javier, Chair
javiera@emwd.org

Lyndy Lewis, Vice Chair
Lewis@irwd.com

Court Issues Ruling on Re-filing SCAP/CVCWA vs USEPA Toxicity Lawsuit by John Pastore
On August 22nd, Judge England Jr. issued the following ruling: MEMORANDUM AND ORDER signed by District Judge
Morrison C. England, Jr., on 8/22/16 ORDERING that Plaintiffs' Motion for Reconsideration [53] and Defendants'
Motion to Strike [75] are DENIED. (Kastilahn, A)
According to SCAP Attorney, Melissa Thorme, “the length of time we have been waiting to get this decision (which
was again decided on procedural, not substantive grounds), the 6-year statute of limitations to directly challenge the
TST guidance has run”. However, Melissa believes that we have a good argument for equitable tolling because of this
pending case (and the court’s recent order that prohibited us from filing anything). So on September 2nd, SCAP filed a
new motion to get permission to file a motion to amend the original complaint to make it a clear challenge to the
use of this guidance as a regulation. Most of the agencies participating in the initial funding of the lawsuit have
indicated they are supportive of follow up action.
The following is an excerpt taken from the Court’s analysis of the ruling:
“Because Plaintiffs failed to adequately allege a claim challenging Defendants’ reliance on the 2010 TST guidance
documents, they cannot pursue that claim now. It was simply too late to pursue a new claim once summary judgment
had been granted and the parties had reached the tail end of briefing on Plaintiffs’ Motion for Reconsideration. See,
e.g., Navajo Nation v. U.S. Forest Service, 535 F.3d 1058, 1080 (9th Cir 2008) (“[Our precedents make clear that
where, as here, the complaint does not include the necessary factual allegations to state a claim, raising such claim in
a summary judgment motion is insufficient to present the claim to the district court.”). The Court also notes that
Plaintiffs never properly moved for leave to amend the FAC to add a proper claim and mentioned only in various
footnotes that, if the Court found it’s pleading lacking, leave to amend should be granted.
The Court’s order granting Defendants’ Motion for Summary Judgment was thus proper and Plaintiffs’ Motion for
Reconsideration is DENIED”.
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WASTEWATER PRETREATMENT COMMITTEE REPORT
Jim Colston, Chair
JColston@ocsd.com

Barbara Sharatz, Vice Chair
BSharatz@sandiego.gov

Third Industry Advisory Council Meeting of 2016 by Chris Herbeck, LACSD
The final agenda to the September 13th Industry Advisory Council Meeting is included below. The meeting will be
held from 11 am to 2 pm at the Sanitation Districts’ HQ’s, 1955 Workman Mill Road, Whittier, CA 90601. We have
over 40 reservations so far, and I thank you for your reservations and regrets. Last chance to RSVP for the meeting is
Tuesday, September 6, 2016.
A Map to the Sanitation Districts’ Joint Administration Office (HQ’s) can be found here:
RSVP for the Tuesday, September 13th IAC Meeting: Please RSVP by return email to cherbeck@lacsd.org by Tuesday,
September 6, 2016. To RSVP for additional person, please send name, title, and email address.
For questions concerning the RSVP, please call Chris Herbeck at 562-908-4288 x2958.
11:00 a.m. Lunch
11:15 a.m. The South Coast Air Quality Management District’s 2016 Air Quality Management Plan, Dr. Philip Fine,
Deputy Executive Officer of Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources, South Coast AQMD
The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) is responsible for clean air planning in the South Coast
Air Basin (Basin) that includes Orange County and the non-desert portions of Los Angeles, Riverside, and San
Bernardino Counties. Since the late 1990’s, the SCAQMD has developed four Air Quality Management Plans (AQMPs)
for the region to meet federal air quality standards. While air quality has dramatically improved over the years, the
Basin still exceeds federal public health standards for both ozone and particulate matter (PM) and experiences some
of the worst air pollution in the nation. The SCAQMD is working on the adoption of a new 2016 AQMP to develop
strategies and measures to meet the federal air quality standards for ozone and PM. The talk will discuss the
objectives, control strategies, and implementation measures for the proposed 2016 AQMP, and how this will affect
businesses in the area.
12:00 p.m. Council Business and Updates
 Approval of the Minutes of the May 17, 2016 meeting
 Sanitation Districts Update, Dave Snyder, Sanitation Districts of LA County
1.
Certificates of Recognition for 2016 Awarded to Industries for being “Good Corporate Citizens”
2.
Implementation of New Surcharge Statement Forms
 Legislative Update on State Environmental Bills, Sharon Green, Sanitation Districts
 Annual Environmental Conference and Training Events, and Awards Opportunities for Industry, Attachment
1. 2015 Environmental Conference and Training Events Calendar, and Attachment 2. Annual Awards
Opportunities for Industry, Chris Herbeck, Sanitation Districts of LA County
 Industry, Association, and Public Agency Updates, and New Business 1:00 p.m.

Page | 10

September 2016
Homepage

Air Report

Biosolids Report

Collections Report

Energy Report

Water Report

Pretreatment Report

1:00 p.m. The Health and Economic Benefits of Environmental Protections, Andre Villasenor, Environmental
Protection Specialist, U.S. EPA Southern CA Field Office
Environmental regulations are often criticized as imposing excessive compliance costs on businesses that result in job
losses and hurting the economy. However, studies show that health and economic benefits of these environmental
regulations greatly outweigh their associated costs. The talk will include examples of how environmental protections
have resulted in creating jobs requiring pollution clean-up and prevention efforts, and saved the economy money by
avoiding pollution’s negative health effects.
1:30 p.m. Impact of AB32 on POTWs and [Landfills; Opportunities and Challenges, Now and in the Future, Frank
Caponi, Head, Air Quality Engineering Section, Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County
The California Global Warming Solution Act (AB32) became law in California in 2006. The goal of this law was to
reduce the levels of Greenhouse Gases (GHG) to 1990 levels by 2020. The Governor and the Legislature are now
considering taking this program beyond 2020. The Sanitation Districts have several facilities that generate GHG
including the wastewater treatment plants, landfills, and waste-to-energy facilities; and are impacted by this
regulation. The talk will discuss current challenges and opportunities presented by AB32, and how these will be
impacted by anticipated future regulations extending AB32 beyond 2020.
2:00 p.m. Adjournment to Tuesday, November 15, 2016, 11 am at the Sanitation Districts’ Joint Administrative
Office, 1955 Workman Mill Road, Whittier for a talk on “Can Purple Pipe be the White Knight for the Next Water
Crisis,” and the Metal Finishing

Non Sequitur
We are as much as we see. Faith is sight and knowledge. The hands only serve the eyes.
--- Henry David Thoreau – 1817-1862
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

President’s Message—H2O Learning Center Dedication
Cathy Green, President

The H20 Learning Center at the Orange County Water District (District) dedication was a wonderful
celebration and culmination of many years of dreams and collaboration. The nearly 150 attendees
included members of our Board of Directors and Visitor Center Ad Hoc Committee, OCWD staff, designers, water
agency representatives, and more than a dozen local, state and national legislative envoys, many of whom
presented resolutions and commendations.
I had the pleasure of welcoming everyone and introducing Sean Fitzgerald, Discovery Cube’s vice president of sales
and strategic development, who announced the design team from Discovery Cube, Cinnabar Design Build, New
Water Resources, Global Visions and Associates, LR-LA, Shaughn and John Photography, PDC Interior Designs, and
UCView, plus several key members of the OCWD staff. He also acknowledged the many more behind the scenes. I
marvel at everyone’s ideas, constancy and tenacity to complete such an engaging, informative and entertaining
project.
The Center encompasses an extensive interactive exhibit and additional educational
aspects at OCWD, including tours of the Groundwater Replenishment System
(GWRS), and the Advanced Water Quality Assurance Laboratory, Water 101 classes,
workshops, field trips, public board and committee meetings, and vocational
training and certification classes for water professionals.
The highlight of the dedication event was the grand opening of the interactive
museum-like exhibit within a 1,600 square foot hallway, which is open to the public.
It is designed to teach visitors-- from the most accomplished water professionals, to
young students and visitors who don’t know much about water—about Orange County’s water management process
and how OCWD supplies 75 percent of the water supply for north and central Orange County. It can be experienced
either as a self-tour or as part of an OCWD guided tour.
It was such an honor to accept proclamations from the offices of Congressman Alan Lowenthal, Congressman Dana
Rohrabacher, Congressman Edward Royce, Congresswoman Loretta Sanchez, Congresswoman Mimi Walters, Senator
Patricia Bates, Senator Bob Huff, Senator John Moorlach, Assemblyman Travis Allen, Assemblywoman Young Kim,
and Assemblyman Donald P. Wagner. All these proclamations are lovely and
greatly appreciated.
I was proud to present OCWD Director Phil Anthony and former Director Kay Barr
as the driving force for creating a visitor center here at OCWD. They had an early
commitment to exchanging ideas, best practices, challenges and solutions, which
has resulted in better membrane technologies, better water production
efficiencies, and better groundwater management practices that are now part of
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California’s groundwater sustainability act and which are being emulated in other parts of the world. This open
exchange and access have earned OCWD great respect in the water industry and have
been drawing professionals to the District from around the globe.
Recognizing the demand and need to create an educational center to continue to
teach and collaborate with stakeholders, the District invested in bringing the H20
Learning Center at OCWD to life. OCWD is excited to dedicate and open up this
exhibit to the community. It hopes to bring visitors of all ages together to continue
learning about the important world of water. Through this program it also hopes to
inspire today’s middle school and high school students to become engineers,
scientists, inventors, and leaders of tomorrow.
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