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Executive Director’s Message
OUR CONSTITUTION IN ACTION!
MOTHER BRITAIN’S INFLUENCE!
NEW FEATURE—“ASSOCIATE’S SPOTLIGHT”
Sometimes I forget just how fortunate I am to have
been born in this country and to be protected by
the Constitution of the United States. In particular,
the Sixth Amendment to the Constitution, which
states that “In all criminal prosecutions, the accused
shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by
an impartial jury of the State and district wherein
the crime shall have been committed, which district
shall have been previously ascertained by law, and
to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted
with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining
witnesses in his favor, and to have the Assistance of Counsel for his
defence”.
Having recently reported for jury duty and having been assigned to a
criminal trial, I experienced firsthand how the system works, or at least
how it is supposed to work. Unfortunately, I was not able to see the
process through to the end as I was dismissed from the jurors’ box by the
prosecuting attorney, after what I can only assume was, for asking too
many probing questions. Although, I actually experienced enough of the
process to feel a sense of pride that I was a part of the process that our
Founding Father’s devised to protect our rights and assure that justice is
available to every citizen.

John Pastore, Executive Director
jpastore@scap1.org
Reflecting on my time in court, I couldn’t help but
Pam
Merriam,
Administrator wonder what prompted James Madison and
others to go to such great lengths to assure that
pmerriam@scap1.org
this provision of “trial by jury” be included in the
Ray Miller, Exec. Director Emeritus United States Bill of Rights, and later as one of the
rmiller@scap1.org
10 original Amendments to the Constitution. No
doubt he was greatly influenced by decades of
rule under British law, which reflected the English
Southern California Alliance of
Bill of Rights and even the Magna Carta.
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asked of the potential jurors by both the judge and the attorneys. I was
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even more amazed at the lack of awareness to the basic provisions of law by many of the jurors. In one instance, a
young college student sitting next to me asked the defense attorney, “why the defendant was assumed innocent
until proven guilty?” She was of the opinion that the defense should be equally responsible for proving innocence as
is the prosecution was for proving guilt. Rendered rather dumbfounded, the defense attorney had to ask the
presiding judge to provide her with a quick tutorial on the Constitution. What’s even more surprising is that she was
chosen for the jury while I was not. It would be really interesting to know the criteria that attorneys use to
determine the type of juror they prefer.
Nevertheless, our justice system remains the gold standard compared to all other nation’s justice systems. I am told
that in France, the defendant starts out with a presumption of innocence but as the trial progresses the presumption
may change to that of “guilty unless proven innocent“ depending upon the evidence presented during the trial.
In a way, that is much like the new process for determining toxicity in effluent that USEPA and the State Waterboard
are promoting. The two-concentration Test of Significant Toxicity (TST Test) has been the subject of much debate by
NPDES permit holders for a couple of years now, since it was first drafted to replace the No Observable Effect
Concentration (NOEC) and the 25% Inhibition Concentration (“IC25”) chronic toxicity test methods, both of which
were previously approved by USEPA.
The two concentration TST method contains an inherent statistical false failure rate of no less than and often higher
than a 5% rate. According to SCAP attorney, Melissa Thorme, “a false failure means the tested water is legally
presumed “toxic” even when the water can be otherwise demonstrated to be non-toxic. Although the other
approved USEPA methods for chronic toxicity testing presume that water is non-toxic until proven otherwise, the two
concentration TST test turns this assumption on its head and presumes all water is toxic unless proven otherwise”.
Consequently, NPDES permit holders that are sanctioned with this new requirement are now considered “guilty until
proven innocent”, contrary to the provision of law afforded to us by the Sixth Amendment.
Questioning the two concentration TST test as an approved, alternative test procedure (ATP) [EPA 3/17/14 letter],
SCAP recently filed suit in federal court against USEPA contending improper procedures were followed in approving
the TST test as an ATP and it exceeded its authority in mandating the use of TST in all NPDES permits.
Early American colonists regularly questioned bad law sent over from mother England, which then retaliated with
punitive actions. The Result? The Declaration of Independence and the Bill of Rights.
Constitutionally yours,

John Pastore
California Clean Water Summit Partners Update by John Pastore, SCAP
The California Clean Water Summit Partners consist of the following associations:
 Bay Area Clean Water Association (BACWA)
 California Association of Sanitation Agencies (CASA)
 California Water Environment Association (CWEA)
 Central Valley Clean Water Association (CVCWA)
 Southern California Alliance of Publicly Owned Treatment Works (SCAP)
 Tri-TAC
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Associate’s Spotlight
Jericho Systems, Inc.
Environmental Consulting Services
108 Orange Street, Suite 10, Redlands, CA 92373

(909) 915-9500
Shay Lawrey, President

Jericho Systems, Inc. is a full-service environmental consulting firm providing services from project conception to
construction since 2012.
Recently certified by the California Public Utilities Commission as a Woman-Owned Business, Jericho Systems, Inc.
offers the following services.
Natural Resource Management and Planning
 Special Species Permitting
 CEQA/NEPA
 Construction Monitoring
 Jurisdictional Delineations
 Biological Resource Damage Assessments
 Emergency regulatory permitting and consultations for endangered species
The President of the company, Ms. Shay Lawrey, has nearly two decades of experience in natural resource
management, special status species survey, regulatory permitting, construction monitoring and CEQA/NEPA
preparation. Prior to forming Jericho, Ms. Lawrey was the lead
biologist at a leading environmental consulting firm in San
Bernardino County, and was an Ecologist and Senior Planner for
the County of San Bernardino Department of Public Works Flood Control District. Ms. Lawrey has an M.A. in Biology from
Occidental College, Los Angeles, and a B.A. in Environmental
Studies from the University of California-Santa Cruz.
Because of extensive experience with riparian birds, small mammal, reptile and amphibian species and management
of their habitat, Jericho biologists are often appointed by the both the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and the
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) to serve as the Designated Biologist for large infrastructure
projects. This means that Jericho’s biologists have earned a solid reputation in the field.
Jericho specializes in high level consulting to address complex resource problems/issues that frequently lack
precedent and require advanced technical and regulatory knowledge to resolve. Jericho maintains good
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relationships with the regulatory agencies that help their clients overcome the environmental hurdles for complex
projects involving endangered species, sensitive habitats, and/or jurisdictional waters, and regulatory permits.
An Equine Partnership
For large survey areas or difficult to reach locations, Jericho uses horses as equine
partners, allowing for cost-effective survey and other field services over tens to hundreds
of acres. Jericho’s equine partners have a proven track record with a variety of projects
and conditions.
Recent Projects
Jericho has served water and wastewater districts in the Inland Empire and High Desert since 2012. Jericho conducts
biological resource damage assessments when facilities experience a break and/or spill
into sensitive areas, as well as have provided emergency permitting services.
Current projects include construction monitoring for the Victor Valley Wastewater
Reclamation Authority, Upper Narrows Interceptor Replacement Project, and preparing
environmental compliance documents for the San Bernardino Valley Water Conservation
District facility operations and maintenance plan.

A grim reminder that the drought continues!
Photo courtesy of Ralph Palomares
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AIR QUALITY COMMITTEE REPORT
Kris Flaig, Chair
kris.flaig@lacity.org

David Rothbart, Vice Chair
drothbart@lacsd.org

LOCAL AIR DISTRICT NEWS AT A GLANCE
Posted meeting dates and proposed new rule development for the following air districts can be found at these sites:
Imperial County APCD
Mojave Desert AQMD
San Diego APCD
Santa Barbara APCD

Ventura County APCD

South Coast AQMD

SCAQMD 2016 Ozone Air Quality Management Plan White Papers by David Rothbart, Vice Chair - LACSD
SCAQMD has been working with stakeholders on a series of white papers to support the preparation of the 2016
Ozone Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP). The purpose of the white papers is to outline technical and policy
issues associated with various emission sectors regarding ozone attainment strategy. The nine papers that are being
developed are: Preface to White Papers, 21st Century Goods Movement System and Air Quality, Passenger
Transportation, Energy Outlook, Residential and Commercial Energy Use, Industrial Facility Modernization, VOC
Controls, PM Controls, and A Business Case for Clean Air.

The underlying goal of the 2016 Ozone AQMP is to meet the federal ambient air quality standards, which will require
a 65% reduction in NOx emissions by 2023. Consequently, the white papers and the resulting AQMP will dictate the
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pollution control methods required to achieve this stringent standard. The above graph illustrates the challenge
facing SCAQMD in identifying sources to be controlled (i.e., the majority of NOx sources are not regulated by
SCAQMD).
Thus far, the white paper advisory groups have yet to address control measures. Nevertheless, SCAP’s participation
in these advisory groups will ensure that our concerns will be vetted prior to the development of new regulations. If
you would like more information regarding the development of these white papers, click HERE to visit SCAQMD’s
2016 AQMP White Papers website.
SCAQMD Rule 1110.2 Status Report by David Rothbart, Vice Chair - LACSD
On July 25th, the SCAQMD staff provided an annual Rule 1110.2 status report to the Stationary Source Committee.
The report provided a brief overview of ongoing demonstration projects and SCAQMD’s biogas cleanup toolbox. The
toolbox is a spreadsheet that generates preliminary cost estimates for biogas cleanup systems using information
provided by vendors. At this meeting, SCAP members expressed that the toolbox didn’t reflect site-specific
complications experienced by those performing technology demonstrations. Several SCAP members also
summarized research and construction difficulties posed by Rule 1110.2 and requested additional time to complete
their respective retrofit projects. In response, SCAQMD Board members concurred that these agencies should be
provided additional time to retrofit their biogas engines. SCAQMD staff committed to holding another biogas
technology meeting in January 2015 to discuss the status of the demonstrations and how much additional time might
be required to achieve compliance.
SCAQMD Proposed Rule 1188 by David Rothbart, Vice Chair - LACSD
SCAQMD recently commenced rulemaking for a rule intended to reduce VOC emissions from vacuum truck
operations. The genesis of this rule was BAAQMD Rule 53, which required control for vacuum trucks employed at
refineries and other petroleum operations. BAAQMD staff indicated that some control equipment can be integrated
into vacuum trucks, but outboard carbon adsorption or thermal oxidation systems would require a portable trailer.
SCAQMD staff is proposing to mimic the BAAQMD rule and potentially include other industry sectors, such as
wastewater. SCAQMD staff has tentatively scheduled this rule for Governing Board approval in November 2014.
In a cooperative effort, SCAP members are working with SCAQMD to quantify VOC emissions from the wastewater
sector. On July 29th, eight of our SCAP member agencies, along with SCAP’s Executive Director, met with AQMD staff
to reinforce our position that these efforts will illustrate emissions from wastewater vacuum truck operations are
insufficient to warrant regulation. We left the meeting with the understanding that AQMD would seek further
emissions testing data from a few of our members and work with SCAP to survey members for specific operational
details.
[Editor’s Note:] Last month, South Coast AQMD sent out a survey and questionnaire to the entire working group and
according to AQMD’s Ken Ellis, “the purpose was to solicit feedback on the Survey Form and the Information
Request document rather than to initiate the collection of actual data relative to vacuuming activities conducted by
facilities or contractors. However, as discussed in our July meeting (with SCAP) separate documents will be drafted
specifically for Publicly Owned Treatment Works (POTWs), including SCAP members and will be distributed”.
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BIOSOLIDS COMMITTEE REPORT
Matt Bao, Chair
mbao@lacsd.org

Tom Meregillano, Vice Chair
TMeregillano@ocsd.org

Diane Gilbert Jones, Vice Chair
diane.gilbert@lacity.org

August 12th Joint Biosolids/Energy Committee Meeting by John Pastore, SCAP
A special meeting of the Energy Management and Biosolids
Committees was held on August 12th at the Irvine Ranch Water
District, Michelson Water Recycling Plant, in Irvine, CA. The meeting
began with committee updates by Biosolids Committee Vice Chair,
Tom Meregillano and Energy Committee Chair, Steven Hernandez and
included a presentation on our host’s Embedded Energy Management
Plan, as it relates to wastewater/recycled water, by Paul Weghorst,
IRWD’s Executive Director of Water Policy; a presentation on IRWD’s
Biosolids & Energy Recovery Facility by IRWD’s Principal Engineer,
Steve Malloy, which included a virtual tour of the planned facilities;
and a lively roundtable discussion by utility representatives and POTW
representatives on electricity rates, programs and charges, as they
relate to water/wastewater facilities. A copy of all presentations from this meeting can be found on the SCAP
website here.
The roundtable panel, moderated by Carollo’s Tom Mossinger, included POTW representatives: Encina WA’s Octavio
Navarrete; LACSD’s Mark McDannel; Eastern MWD’s Dan Howell; IRWD’s Randy Lee; as well as Utility
representatives:, SDG&E Associate Account Executive, Kazeem B. Omidiji; and SCE Account Manager, James Pasmore
Jr., who also provided a detailed presentation on SCE’s rate structure and charges.
Update AB 371 – Kern County Sludge Bill by Tom Meregillano, Vice Chair - OCSD
The proposed bill passed out of the Senate Appropriations Committee with amendments that require all agencies
that land apply biosolids in Kern County conduct additional testing of biosolids and groundwater twice a year for two
years beginning January 1, 2015. The bill was scheduled to be considered by the Senate. On August 21, a late
amendment was put forth that stipulated that the Bill would only apply to those entities land applying more than
10,000 tons per year in the County. This essentially narrowed it to only the City of Los Angeles' Green Acres Farm
and made it a discriminatory bill again. The Senate EQ Committee requested the bill be returned for another hearing
based on this discriminatory component. The author's staff has informed lobbyist that they would not pursue the bill
any further, thus the bill would be dead. If no action occurs by September 1, 2014 the bill is officially dead.
Kern County Measure-E Litigation by Tom Meregillano, Vice Chair - OCSD
The Plaintiffs in the Case along with other parties requested the California Supreme Court to order republication of
the portions of the 2013 Court of Appeal decision that found the Kern ban likely was illegal. The republication
request was denied. But the Court of Appeal decision remains the law of the case, essentially on the Integrated
Waste Management Act and police power claims.
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SCAP Biosolids Trends Survey by Tom Meregillano, Vice Chair - OCSD
Every two years SCAP has prepared a Biosolids Trends Survey with input from its members. It is now 2 years since
the 2012 report (linked here) was prepared and our committee chairs are once again requesting your assistance to
provide updated information from your agency. For those agencies that produce biosolids, we would very much
appreciate your taking the time to provide answers to the questions contained in the attached survey, which covers
the 2013 and 2014 period. Obviously, to complete 2014 you are asked to estimate the remaining data based on your
best guess. Please click the link to complete the survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/XNFBKVQ.

COLLECTIONS COMMITTEE REPORT
Ralph Palomares, Chair
RPalomares@etwd.com

Dindo Carrillo, Vice Chair
dcarrillo@ocsd.com

Collection Systems Committee Update by Ralph Palomares, El Toro Water District
[Editor’s Note: Our fearless leader, Ralph, is currently out of commission while he recovers from shoulder surgery.
We wish him the best and look forward to hearing from him next month. Get well soon Ralph!]
SCAQMD Proposed Rule 1188 by David Rothbart, Vice Chair - LACSD
SCAQMD recently commenced rulemaking for a rule intended to
reduce VOC emissions from vacuum truck operations. The genesis
of this rule was BAAQMD Rule 53, which required control for
vacuum trucks employed at refineries and other petroleum
operations. BAAQMD staff indicated that some control equipment
can be integrated into vacuum trucks, but outboard carbon
adsorption or thermal oxidation systems would require a portable
trailer. SCAQMD staff is proposing to mimic the BAAQMD rule and
potentially include other industry sectors, such as wastewater.
SCAQMD staff has tentatively scheduled this rule for Governing
Board approval in November 2014.
In a cooperative effort, SCAP members are working with SCAQMD to quantify VOC emissions from the wastewater
sector. On July 29th, SCAP members, along with SCAP’s Executive Director, met with AQMD staff to reinforce our
position that these efforts will illustrate emissions from wastewater vacuum truck operations are insufficient to
warrant regulation. We left the meeting with the understanding that AQMD would seek further emissions testing
data from a few of our members and work with SCAP to survey members for specific operational details.
[Editor’s Note:] Last month, South Coast AQMD sent out a survey and questionnaire to the entire working group and
according to AQMD’s Ken Ellis, “the purpose was to solicit feedback on the Survey Form and the Information Request
document rather than to initiate the collection of actual data relative to vacuuming activities conducted by facilities
or contractors. However, as discussed in our July meeting (with SCAP) separate documents will be drafted specifically
for Publicly Owned Treatment Works (POTWs), including SCAP members and will be distributed”.
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Clean Water Act lawsuits brought about by NGOs by John Pastore, SCAP
One of the drawbacks to having the sewer spill information reported to the State Waterboard and collected in
CIWQS is that it is readily available to those that may want use it to initiate third party lawsuits. As public agencies,
we realize that the public has the legal right to all information generated by a public agency. Nonetheless, there are
non-governmental organizations (NGOs) that readily take advantage of this opportunity to use the information for
litigation purposes. The purpose of this commentary is not to make any assumptions as to the validity of their
actions or the motives behind NGO lawsuits, but instead, to remind our members on the importance of following
their SSMPs and providing accurate information when reporting on CIWQS.
Agencies that experience sewer overflows in this new era of regulation under the statewide WDR face violations and
possible fines by the State depending on the severity of the overflow, response time, recovery volume, etc.
However, as the majority of collection system agencies are regulated under the WDR, they do not enjoy the
protection from lawsuits afforded to agencies operating under an NPDES permit.
It recently came to my attention that at least one of our members has been put on notice by the California River
Watch for the intent to file suit for alleged violations of the Clean Water Act (CWA) having to do with sewer
overflows. A quick look at the River Watch website reveals that there are no less than 8 current cases referencing
either notices to file or referencing an ongoing complaint to both private companies and public agencies for alleged
CWA violations. Furthermore, I began counting their listed settlement cases specifically referenced as POTW
(wastewater) cases but eventually gave up after the number reached 40 and realized that I was only halfway through
the list.
Interestingly, the notice lists the following remedial actions that are being proposed that include: Sewage System
Investigation and Repair, which calls for, among other things, a surface water condition assessment and a full
condition assessment of all sewer lines; SSO Reporting and Response, which suggests significant modifications to the
agency’s SSO Response Plan; and a Lateral Inspection/Repair Program that proposes a mandatory private sewer
lateral inspection and repair program.
Again, the reason for bringing this to your attention is to highlight the importance of sound collection systems
operations and the associated liabilities that our public agencies face every day in performing their essential public
services. And if I may climb up on my soapbox for a moment, I would like to add that I have more than once
commented to various State Waterboard members that our wastewater agencies are the true environmental
stewards of this world, whose role it is to clean up the pollution (in this case sewage) generated by the very same
people that see fit to litigate over situations that in many cases are beyond reasonable control.
Imagine for a moment, if wastewater agencies did not exist and the task of treating sewage was left up to each
individual that generated it. What would our environment look like then? All I can say is that the public owes a
huge debt of gratitude to the men and women who risk their health on a daily basis collecting, treating and safely
disposing or recycling wastewater.

Page | 9

September 2014
Homepage

Air Report

Biosolids Report

Collections Report

Energy Report

Water Report

Pretreatment Report

ENERGY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE REPORT
Steven Hernandez, Chair
shernandez@lacsd.org

Jesse Pompa, Vice Chair
jpompa@ieua.org

August 12th Joint Energy/Biosolids Committee Meeting by John Pastore, SCAP
A special meeting of the Energy Management and Biosolids Committees was
held on August 12th at the Irvine Ranch Water District, Michelson Water
Recycling Plant, in Irvine, CA. The meeting began with committee updates by
Biosolids Committee Vice Chair, Tom Meregillano and Energy Committee Chair,
Steven Hernandez and included a presentation on our host’s Embedded Energy
Management Plan, as it relates to wastewater/recycled water, by Paul
Weghorst, IRWD’s Executive Director of Water Policy; a presentation on IRWD’s
Biosolids & Energy Recovery Facility by IRWD’s Principal Engineer, Steve Malloy,
which included a virtual tour of the planned facilities; and a lively roundtable
discussion by utility representatives and POTW representatives on electricity
rates, programs and charges, as they relate to water/wastewater facilities.

IRWD’s Steve Malloy

A copy of all presentations from this meeting can be found on the SCAP website here.

The roundtable panel, moderated by Carollo’s Tom Mossinger, included
POTW representatives: Encina WA’s - Octavio Navarrete; LACSD’s Mark McDannel; Eastern MWD’s - Dan Howell; IRWD’s - Randy Lee; as
well as Utility representatives:, SDG&E Associate Account Executive Kazeem B. Omidiji; and SCE Account Manager - James Pasmore Jr., who
also provided a detailed presentation on SCE’s rate structure and
charges.

ROUNDTABLE ADDENDUM
During the roundtable discussions, a couple of scenarios were presented to the SCE representatives-- James
Passmore Jr. and Project Manager, Barbara Emerson and it was agreed that due to the complexity of the questions
that they would get back to the group with their responses. Barbara graciously followed up with the following
answers.
Should you have further questions, Barbara can be reached at (626) 633-3091 PAX# 43091 office; (626) 543-3454 cell;
Email: Barbara.Emerson@SCE.com
Project Manager . Customer Generation Team . Acct Mgmt Suppt & Technical Services
Business Customer Division . Southern California Edison
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Please see responses in red below to the customer’s Scenario 1 and 2 questions.
Scenario 1:

A customer installs two renewable generators at a site, each at 800 kW, for a total of 1600 kW.

Question:

Are Departing Load/Standby charges applied on 1600 kW, on 800kW (i.e. only the generator that
goes over the 1MW exemption), or on 600 kW (the portion of the generation above the 1 MW
exemption)?

Answer:

Departing Load/Standby charges exemptions are applicable only to NEM eligible generators. An NEM
eligible generator must meet the requirements shown below under Schedule NEM, Special Condition
6, Eligible Customer Generator.
In scenario 1. above, one of the two 800 kW generators based on information provided (renewable
generator, located on a single Premises) is considered NEM eligible, and is therefore exempt from
Standby and Departing Load charges, consistent with Schedule S, Special Condition 7 and Schedule
CG-DL, Rates Section.
The other 800 kW generator must pay Departing Load/Standby charges. The generators cannot be
prorated to meet the 1MW NEM eligibility criteria.
Customers can have both NEM and non-NEM generators behind the same meter, provided they
adhere to the NEM-MT requirements in Special Condition 4.b of Schedule NEM.

Scenario 2:

A customer installs a single renewable 1600 kW generator at a site.

Question:

Are Departing Load/Standby charges applied on 1600 kW, or on 600 kW?

Answer:

A 1600 KW generator does not meet the definition of an NEM eligible generator. Therefore the
generator is not exempt from Departing Load and Standby charges. Departing Load/Standby charges
are applicable for the total generator at the nameplate capacity of 1600 kW.

Below are excerpts of SCE’s Tariff for reference:
Schedule S, Special Condition 7.
Exemptions: An exemption from the charges of this Schedule is applicable to: a. The portion of a customer’s load
that can normally be served by one or more net energy metered (NEM) eligible generators on one of
SCE’s NEM rate schedules.
Schedule CGDL, Rates Section (Similar for Schedule DL-NBC)
NEM eligible generators sized 1 MW and less are exempt from Customer Generation Departing Load charges.
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Schedule NEM, Special Condition 6.
a.
Eligible Customer-Generator: A Residential, Small Commercial (as defined in SCE’s Rule 1),
commercial, industrial, or agricultural customer who uses a Renewable Electrical Generation Facility, or
a combination of those facilities, with a total capacity of not more than one megawatt, that is located
on the customer’s Premises, that is interconnected and operates in parallel with SCE’s electric system,
intended primarily to offset part or all of the Customer’s own electrical requirements, and that meets
all applicable safety and performance standards established by the National Electrical Code, the
Institute of Electrical and electronics Engineers, and accredited testing laboratories such as
Underwriters Laboratories and, where applicable, rules of the Public Utilities Commission regarding
safety and reliability. A Customer with an electrical generating facility meets these standards and rules
shall not be required to install additional controls, perform or pay for additional tests, or purchase
additional liability insurance.
b.

Renewable Electrical Generation Facility:
A facility that generates electricity from a renewable
source listed below pursuant to paragraph (1) of subdivision (a) of Section 25741 of the Public
Resources Code. These renewable sources are further defined in the California Energy Commission’s
(CEC’s) Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) Guidebooksi,ii:,:
Biomass, solar thermal, photovoltaic, wind, geothermal, fuel cells using renewable fuels, small
hydroelectric generation, digester gas, municipal solid waste conversion, landfill gas, ocean wave,
ocean thermal, or tidal current, and any additions or enhancements to the facility using that
technology

Southern California Edison 21st Annual Water Conference
Please mark your calendar! Southern California Edison (SCE) is proud to sponsor the 21st Annual Water Conference a two day conference designed to help save energy and the environment. Day one will feature exciting guest
speakers and discussions on some of the most relevant water and wastewater topics facing customers today. Day
two will offer a selection of classes designed to educate water and wastewater agencies. Registration begins
Monday, July 21, 2014. To register visit www.sce.com/workshops or call 626.812.7537.
The Conference location and time is as follows:
Energy Education Center - Irwindale
6090 N. Irwindale Avenue
Irwindale, CA 91702
Tuesday, September 9 & Wednesday, September 10, 2014
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WATER ISSUES COMMITTEE REPORT
Al Javier, Vice Chair, Chair
javiera@emwd.org

Jennifer Shepardson, Vice Chair
Shepardson_Je@sbcity.org

September 23rd Water Issues Committee Meeting by John Pastore, SCAP
Please join us for a meeting of the Water Issues Committee that will be held on September 23 rd at the Irvine Ranch
Water District, Michelson Water Recycling Plant, in Irvine, CA. The meeting will feature a presentation by IRWD staff
on its new Phase II Expansion and will include a tour of their MBR and UV disinfectant treatment facilities. Steve
Delson from Gate 5 Energy Partners, Inc. will also be on hand to make a presentation on the company’s Biosolids
Management Alternative for Renewable Energy Generation.
In addition to the presentations, we will be discussing the latest regulatory issues on the wastewater side, including
an update from LACSD’s Phil Markle on such topics as bio-objectives, pyrethroids and more.

NPDES Cost of Compliance by John Pastore, SCAP
According to Philip Isorena, Chief, NPDES Wastewater Unit, Division of Water Quality for the SWRCB, “Action Item 4
of State Water Board Resolution 2013-0029 directs NPDES program staff to work with the NPDES Roundtable and
NPDES stakeholders to document existing practices and recommend additional actions to ensure a transparent,
consistent, and efficient process for issuance and reissuance of individual NPDES permits. Water Board staff and
stakeholders have jointly prepared a report per the resolution. Staff anticipates presenting the report as an
informational item at the October 7, 2014 Board meeting”.
CASA’s Adam Link has been coordinating a statewide response from the POTWs stakeholder group that has been
incorporated into SWRCB staff report. It is anticipated that the report will be favorably received by the Board at the
October 7th meeting. Once the staff report has been released we will post it on the SCAP website.
Certificate in Water Leadership & Management by John Pastore, SCAP
The California State University at San Marcos (CSUSM) is offering a course curriculum leading to a certificate in Water
Leadership & Management. This curriculum is the first step in ultimately offering a 4 year degree program. This
program is receiving unprecedented support from the local water/wastewater community and has garnered
international acclaim. Classes begin this Fall and registration information can be found here.
Certificate Curriculum - FALL 2014
 Water Resource Planning & Development (6 weeks)
 Leadership in Water Organizations (6 weeks)
 Human Resources Management for Water Industry (8 weeks)
 Financial Management for Water Industry (7 weeks)
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Certificate Curriculum - SPRING 2015
 Environmental Policy & Regulation for Water Industry (16 weeks)
 Practicum (16 weeks)
Curriculum Overview
“Water is Life" is more than a slogan. Water is vital to the physical and economic health of our communities. To
keep the water and wastewater industry performing in the future, there is a critical need to educate and train the
next generation. Water and its reuse has emerged as a fundamental concern for a variety of public policy debates,
environmental protection and sustainability, infrastructure system needs, water quality and reliability for humans
and all life equally.
There is a "tsunami" occurring from the impending loss of retiring water and wastewater professionals, particularly
managers and others in these industries. Who will provide for continuing water quality improvement and
environmental protection for our oceans, rivers and streams as well managing wastewater as a renewable resource?
Future water resource management leaders will confront demands and stressors that will require multidisciplinary
academic training from leadership in the industry and academic communities. CSUSM and the statewide water
resource community have formed a partnership to develop a unique Water Leadership and Management certificate
program in response to these need gaps and demands for new water leaders. This program seeks to develop leaders
that will learn how to effectively and efficiently manage local, regional and statewide water resources and utility
operations.
The intermediate-level certificate, offered by the CSUSM College of Business Administration and Extended Learning,
is designed to prepare middle-level managers for leadership roles in the water management industry. Future
certificates will address the needs of executive and entry-level employees.
This program has been tailored for individuals currently working or interested in working in the water management
industry. Course content will include the study of regional water usage and sources, disposal and recycling, industry
regulation, water infrastructure, water utility finance and investing, the impact of water shortage, and career
opportunities in water management. Courses meet on weekday evenings to accommodate the needs of working
professionals.
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WASTEWATER PRETREATMENT COMMITTEE REPORT
Jim Colston, Chair
JColston@ocsd.com

Barbara Sharatz, Vice Chair
BSharatz@sandiego.gov

Next SCAP Wastewater Pretreatment Committee Meeting by John Pastore, SCAP
Please plan on joining us for the next meeting of the Pretreatment Committee scheduled for October 30th at the
Inland Empire Utilities Agency in Chino. The agenda is still being formulated but it is our hope that we will have a
representative from the State Waterboard on hand to discuss their role in pretreatment inspections and
enforcement. It is anticipated that a meeting notice will be sent out in the next few weeks.
September 9th Industry Advisory Council Meeting by Chris Herbeck, LACSD
Final Agenda for the next Industry Advisory Council Meeting.
The final agenda for the September 9th Industry Advisory Council Meeting is given below. The response to the
September 9th IAC meeting and tour was greater than expected. Because of space constraints, the Sanitation
Districts cannot accept any further participants. A waiting list has been started for the tour and/or meeting, and you
can contact Chris Herbeck to be placed on this waiting list. You will be contacted if there is a cancellation and space
becomes available.
If you have RSVP’d and discover that you cannot make the tour and/or meeting, please contact Chris Herbeck to
cancel your RSVP and allow someone else from the waiting list to take your place. To be placed on the waiting list or
to cancel an RSVP, please contact Chris Herbeck at cherbeck@lacsd.org or 562-908-4288 x2958.
For those that would like to tour the Los Angeles Environmental Learning Center (ELC) at Hyperion at another date,
the ELC is free to the general public by reservation only! This includes groups as well as individuals. More
information on the ELC and scheduling a tour can be found at http://www.lacitysan.org/ELC/home/index.htm.
Final Agenda and Meeting Highlights:






Tour of the Los Angeles Environmental Learning Center at Hyperion, Ron Mayuyu, Manager of the
Environmental Learning Center, City of Los Angeles Bureau of Sanitation, Los Angeles, CA
The Los Angeles Bureau of Sanitation opened its 20,000-square foot Environmental Learning Center (ELC) at
the Hyperion Treatment Plant in Playa del Ray on September 16, 2013. The ELC includes exhibits devoted to
wastewater, solid resources, stormwater, and watershed protection to teach children and adults about
sustainable water and solid resources management. The ELC has also been designated by the U.S. Green
Building Council as a LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) Gold facility. The tour will
include a discussion on the LEED aspects of the building.
Pretreatment Basics and Water Conservation for Industry
Sampling and Analysis Basics for Industrial Wastewater, Bill Cheyne, Enforcement Supervisor, Industrial
Waste Section, Sanitation Districts of LA County

Homepage

Page | 15

Air Report

Biosolids Report

Collections Report

Energy Report

Water Report

Pretreatment Report

September 2014



Self-Monitoring Report Submittal and Compliance, Harry Mehta, Senior Engineer, Industrial Waste Section,
Sanitation Districts of LA County
The Use of Ceramic Membranes and Reverse Osmosis for Water Recycling and Conservation, Kevin
Minissian, Vice President of Operations, Norchem

Non Sequitur
“I CONSIDER TRIAL BY JURY AS THE ONLY ANCHOR YET
IMAGINED BY MAN WHICH A GOVERNMENT CAN BE HELD
TO THE PRINCIPLES OF ITS CONSTITUTION”.
----THOMAS JEFFERSON

ANNOUNCEMENTS
SCAP welcomes our newest members: “The City of Simi Valley” and “Gate 5 Energy Partners, Inc.”
The City of Simi Valley, with an estimated population of 126,414 (as of December 2011) is the third largest of
Ventura County's ten cities. Occupying an area of approximately 42 square miles, it is located in Southeast Ventura
County, adjacent to the northwestern perimeter of the San Fernando Valley, approximately 37 miles northwest of
downtown Los Angeles. The City was incorporated in 1969 under the general laws of the State of California and
operates under a General-Law/council-manager form of government.
The Sanitation Services Division of the Public Works Department provides an essential service to the residents and
businesses in Simi Valley – the conveyance and treatment of sewage. This responsibility exists around the clock,
every day of the year. In order to provide this service, the Sanitation Services Division operates and maintains the
sewer system that runs underneath City streets and a Water Quality Control Plant where the wastewater is treated
to a very high standard before being returned to the environment. Sanitation Services are a complex set of
operations that involve trained and qualified staff, specialized equipment, deliberate planning, engineering, qualified
contractors, significant electrical energy, and other resources.
Gate 5 Energy Partners, Inc., is an Orange County based startup offering wastewater treatment
plants an onsite biosolids management alternative that creates energy, is non-polluting,
sustainable and runs without fossil fuel.
Gate 5’s “waste to energy” technology addresses major environmental challenges today: the
world’s fossil fuels are being depleted and land available for managing Residuals is declining,
both at
increasing rates. At the same time an accelerated rate of climate change is attributed to release of greenhouse gasses
and burning of fossil fuels. Additionally, worldwide the public and private sectors work to protect people and the
environment from the public health risks of contamination and diseases that can be borne by Residuals. The G5ES is
an innovative technology that addresses these critical problems with a solution that is both economically and
environmentally sound: today’s waste becomes tomorrow’s power.
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