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Executive Director’s Message
HAPPY FOURTH OF JULY!
THE TIMES ARE CHANGING! !
HOW LOW CAN YOU GO?
Summer at last! As we reach the halfway mark
of our year I thought it would be nice to reflect
on some of the more noteworthy changes and
accomplishments SCAP has achieved in 2015.
Last week our Board of Directors conducted their
annual budget meeting where a changing of the
guard took place. OCSD’s Bob Ghirelli completed
his 2-year term as SCAP President and LACSD’s
Grace Robinson Hyde was elected as the new
President. Assisting Grace in guiding SCAP over
the next few years will be Eastern
MWD’s Jayne Joy, who was
elected as our new Vice President.
I wish to thank Bob for providing
his leadership and support to
SCAP as well as generously giving
of his time to attend our many
Sacramento meetings with the

SCAP STAFF

Bob Ghirelli receiving Resolution of
Appreciation from Grace Robinson Hyde

John Pastore, Executive Director Summit Partners. Bob now joins the ranks of our illustrious past
jpastore@scap1.org
presidents, who have all contributed to SCAP’s success. Under Bob’s
Pam
Merriam,
Administrator leadership, SCAP took on a proactive role in challenging USEPA in several
lawsuits over the toxicity issue, one of which has been resolved in our
pmerriam@scap1.org
favor, while the other is still on-going. Also under his watch SCAP engaged
Ray Miller, Exec. Director Emeritus in two third-party lawsuits supporting USEPA’s defense of a challenge from
rmiller@scap1.org
special interest groups over the use of the priority reserve credits to offset
emission related permits from the South Coast AQMD and San Joaquin
Valley APCD. Both of these lawsuits have now been resolved in our favor
Southern California Alliance of
and the cost savings for many of our members is significant. Lastly, Bob has
Publicly Owned Treatment Works
been instrumental in evaluating proposed changes to the SCAP name and
P.O. Box 231565
logo, which the Board recently approved and will be unveiled soon.
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Candidly speaking, it is becoming increasingly difficultto conduct as many committee meetings as we have in the
past. Now that the economy has picked up so has everyone’s workload. Speaking with many of you it is obvious that
new projects are underway and staffing remains a definite challenge for most agencies. So now more than ever, it is
important that our committees continue to focus on issues that are of direct benefit to you and your agencies. To
accomplish this I will be enlisting the support of our associate members to take a more active role in the committee
meeting presentations. Our associates are a wealth of information and I hope to take advantage of their knowledge
and experience.
With that in mind, I hope many of you will join us for the next water committee meeting on August 13 th where we
will be showcasing a variety of major water recycling projects that are being developed within San Diego County. At
the last water committee meeting we learned all about the OCWD/OCSD Groundwater Replenishment Project and
took a tour of their facilities. At this meeting we will hear from the City of San Diego about their ambitious Pure
Water San Diego Project along with a tour of their facilities; from the Padre Dam Municipal Water District on their
newly commissioned Advanced Water Purification Demonstration project; from the North County Recycled Water
group on their efforts to fund a regional water recycling project using Prop. 84 funds administered through the
Integrated Regional Water Management (IRWM) program; and from Heidi Sanborn, executive director of the
California Products Stewardship council and their her related to the safe disposal of drugs and needles throughout
the country. More details will follow as the program is further developed.
For those of us in the water industry, these are exciting times. It seems like just yesterday we were very concerned
with electricity shortages, particularly in light of the San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station (SONGS) shutdown. Now
the epic drought in California is front page news. The old adage of “when life throws you lemons, make lemonade”
certainly applies to what our agencies are doing to lessen the effects of the current drought here in California. From
water conservation to recycled water projects we are much better prepared to withstand this latest onslaught from
Mother Nature than other states, such as Washington, where they are experiencing severe drought conditions much
like ours.
Unfortunately, that does not mean that we are out of the woods as the cost of treatment is bound to go up. While I
am no Nostradamus, I can foresee challenges to our expanded use of recycled water coming
sooner than we anticipate due to advances in technology and increased pressure from
environmental groups and the USEPA. Over the last few years many of our agencies have been
issued new permit conditions for constituents that are pushing the envelope of what can be
realistically detected. Trace compounds that were once tested for in parts per million are now
being regulated in the parts per billion and reporting requirements will soon reach the parts per
trillion category. Yet our water supplies remain the cleanest and safest of any in the country due
to the diligence of our water agencies. SCAP’s committees remain focused on providing our
members with the latest information on new technology and regulations as they develop.
"Nostradamus by Cesar"
by César de Nostredame

Predictionaly Yours,

John Pastore
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Who says there are no world records left to break?
66 people on a surfboard!
Photo by Ralph Palomares

AIR QUALITY COMMITTEE REPORT
David Rothbart, Chair
drothbart@lacsd.org

Jim Marchese, Vice Chair
jim.marchese@lacity.org

Terry Ahn, Vice Chair
tahn@ocsd.com

LOCAL AIR DISTRICT NEWS AT A GLANCE
Posted meeting dates and proposed new rule development for the following air districts can be found at these sites:
Imperial County APCD
Mojave Desert AQMD
San Diego APCD
Santa Barbara APCD

Ventura County APCD

South Coast AQMD

Note: The next Air Quality Committee meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, July 97h at 10:00 am at LACSD and all SCAP
members are cordially invited to attend.
SCAQMD Rule 317 & SJVAPCD Rule 3170 Update by John Pastore, SCAP
SCAP previously filed amicus briefs on behalf of the membership at the request of the Air Quality Committee and
approval of the Board. The amicus briefs were filed in defense of SCAQMD Rule 317 and SJVAPCD Rule 3170. These
rules establish an alternative compliance strategy to satisfy Section 185 of the federal Clean Air Act, which effectively
transfers the financial burden of this penalty from “major” stationary sources to mobile sources. Funding was
collected through voluntary contributions from affected SCAP members. The Ninth Circuit Court Appeals heard oral
arguments for both cases on February 12th. Then on March 11th, the Court ruled that Section 172(e) of Section 185 of
the Clean Air Act allows for “not less stringent” alternate controls when air quality standards have been strengthened
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as well as when they have been relaxed. A subsequent petition for review was made by the Plaintiffs in the case,
however, the Court denied the request for a hearing. Most recently, the Court has ruled in favor of EPA in upholding
Rule 3170 as well. According to our SCAP attorney, Curtis Coleman, it is doubtful that the cases will be appealed
further to the Supreme Court.
Update to the Miratech CombiKat® CBS Particulate Trap stationary verification engine family list (Source ARB)
The Air Resources Board (ARB) has approved an update to the Miratech CombiKat® CBS Particulate Trap stationary
verification engine family list to include newer engines. The updated Executive Order and Engine Family List for the
Miratech CombiKat® CBS Particulate Trap stationary verification are available on our website below:
http://www.arb.ca.gov/diesel/verdev/vt/stationary.htm
The Regulation for the Verification Procedure for In-Use Strategies to Control Emissions from Diesel Engines was
created and adopted by our Board on May 16, 2002. The goal of the Verification Procedure is to ensure that verified
systems produce emissions reductions consistent with the verification level and that they are durable and compatible
with various engines and applications. Additional information on the regulation is available at the following link:
http://www.arb.ca.gov/diesel/verdev/verdev.htm
If you have any questions regarding this verification, please contact John Lee at 916.327.5975 or via e-mail at
john.lee@arb.ca.gov.
SCAQMD Rule 1110.2 Update by David Rothbart, Chair—LACSD & Terry Ahn, Vice Chair—OCSD
The stringent new NOx, CO and VOC concentration limits for biogas-fired engines become effective on January 1,
2016. Acknowledging that a number of SCAP member agencies acted in good-faith to meet the new limits by
conducting technology demonstration projects but require additional time to retrofit their engines, SCAQMD agreed
to extend the compliance deadline. The Air Quality Committee has requested that all biogas engines owned or
operated by an agency that commenced a demonstration project prior to January 1, 2015 receive an extension to
January 1, 2018 without penalty. SCAQMD staff will attempt to address SCAP’s request in draft amended rule
language.
SCAQMD will also be addressing EPA’s recent comments regarding existing breakdown provisions. The rule currently
indicates that breakdowns resulting in an emissions exceedance are not considered a violation. Unfortunately,
previous court decisions regarding startup, shutdown and malfunctions do not allow such relief. In response,
SCAQMD staff proposed to restrict the number of breakdown and non-compliant emission checks per calendar
quarter. This proposal is rather troubling, so everyone should review their breakdown records and determine
whether SCAQMD’s proposal is reasonable.
Another Rule 1110.2 Working Group meeting was to be held in June to discuss amended rule language. SCAQMD
anticipates that the amended rule will be presented to the Governing Board for adoption in October.
SCAQMD Permit Streamlining by Terry Ahn, Vice Chair—OCSD
Most of the SCAP’s member agencies are located within the jurisdiction of SCAQMD and must obtain permits before
construction and operation of the treatment facilities and other air pollution emitting equipment. It is not
uncommon for some permits to take more than a year to obtain due to many steps involved in getting the permits
including sometimes arduous and prolonged negotiations.
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Since the reconvening of the SCAQMD’s Permit Streamlining Task Force in September of 2014, the Air Quality
Committee (Committee) has been working closely with SCAQMD to help identify measures to improve SCAQMD’s
overall permitting process and to implement specific measures that would benefit the SCAP membership.
One specific measure that the Committee is currently working on is the development of boilerplate permits that are
pre-approved by SCAQMD for equipment/process types that are common or unique to wastewater treatment plants.
Among the many benefits of the boilerplate permits are faster permit processing time, consistent permit conditions
across the agencies, and more flexible permit conditions to allow process optimization with minimal future permit
modifications.
The Committee submitted the draft boilerplate permits, jointly prepared by five member agencies, to SCAQMD in
early May, for their evaluation for: 1) wastewater treatment plants; 2) chemical scrubbers; 3) carbon absorbers and
4) biofilters. Follow-up meeting(s) will be scheduled shortly for further discussion and finalization of the boilerplate
permits.

BIOSOLIDS COMMITTEE REPORT
Tom Meregillano, Co-Chair
TMeregillano@ocsd.org

Diane Gilbert Jones, Co-Chair
diane.gilbert@lacity.org

Measure E Litigation Update by Diane Gilbert Jones, Co-Chair – City of L.A.
On April 28, 2015, the parties participated in a management conference to confer on a trial plan. The trial is set for
January 11, 2016 with interim events to occur before the hearing. The Judge assigned to mediation requested a tour
of the Green Acres Farm, which has held on May 22, 2015. The mediation hearing is scheduled for June 19, 2015.
The last pre-trial hearing is set for December 11, 2015.
Healthy Soils Initiative by Tom Meregillano, Co-Chair – OCSD
Governor Brown added $20 million dollars in his proposed budget to fund a Healthy Soils Initiative for the purpose to
increase carbon back into California’s agricultural soils for improved crop yield and increase water-holding capacity.
In the upcoming year, the Administration will work on several new initiatives to establish long-term goals for carbon
levels in soils and work closely with CDFA that will coordinate this initiative under its existing authority provided by
the Environmental Farming Act”. SCAP will be working and supporting CASA in making the case to CDFA that
biosolids can play a beneficial use role for agriculture, mine reclamation, and fire ravaged lands.
Calrecycle Draft Anaerobic Digestion and Composting Regulations by Tom Meregillano, Co-Chair – OCSD
CalRecycle is initiating an additional 15-day written comment period for the Compostable Materials,
Transfer/Processing Rulemaking on June 29, 2015. The written comment period for this rulemaking closes at 4:00
p.m. on July 14, 2015. Stakeholders are requested to submit written comments to:
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Ken Decio
Waste Permitting, Compliance, and Mitigation Division
California Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery
P.O. Box 4025Sacramento, CA 95812-4025
Fax: (916) 319-7244
Email: compost.transfer.regs@calrecycle.ca.gov
Update on Ebola Research - Water Environment Technology Center by Tom Meregillano, Co-Chair – OCSD (Source
CASA)
Dr. Chuck Gerba, at the University of Arizona Water Environment Technology Center, is conducting research on the
survivability of Ebola surrogate viruses in wastewater. Dr. Gerba has provided preliminary results that conclude the
viruses do indeed survive in wastewater in the absence of disinfection. In fact, the entire bathroom and surfaces
become contaminated through flushing. Dr. Gerba has found that both bleach and quaternary disinfectants
effectively mitigate the contamination and recommends closing the toilet lid, if there is one, prior to flushing. His
team is currently assessing the recommended dose and holding time for each disinfectant to completely kill the
viruses. This important information will support the Ebola guidance document developed and revised on January
13th. If you have any questions, please contact Greg Kester, CASA Director of Renewable Resource Programs at
gkester@casaweb.org.
Biosolids Conferences, Webinars, and Meetings


California Bioresources Alliance's 10th annual symposium, "Building Healthy Soils":
November 4th - 5th, 2015 at the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board
11020 Sun Center Drive, Rancho Cordova.
Building on the Governor’s Healthy Soils Initiative this year, the focus of the Symposium is the application of
organic residual products in improving soil quality and moisture retention, setting standards for these products,
and developing best management practices. Sessions will also feature work currently being done with digestates
and biochar. The symposium includes a field trip to the UC Davis Sustainable Wine and Food Processing Center.
Contact Lauren Fondahl, fondahl.lauren@epa.gov for information on the symposium content, and Sara House,
sdhouse@ucdavis.edu for information on registration.

COLLECTIONS COMMITTEE REPORT
Ralph Palomares, Chair
RPalomares@etwd.com

Dindo Carrillo, Vice Chair
dcarrillo@ocsd.com

Collection Systems Committee Update by Ralph Palomares, EL Toro WD
Well it’s July and summer 2015 is upon us, and yes the drought continues to plague our region. All you have to do is
drive around and look at those brown lawns or greenbelts that used to be very lush and green. People are taking
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out their lawns and replacing them with rocks and drought tolerant plants and hardscape and many of your agencies
are giving them some type of rebate or incentive to do so.
On another note, we are seeing the solids in sewers build up due to the effective water conservation measures and
also a cockroach explosion due to slower flows in the sewer system. And as the flows decrease, the time for these
bugs to eat a good meal each night has increased by the slow flow now evident in most of the housing tract laterals.
Another drought related problem is the search for water by tree roots, since we are no longer over-watering, so
prepare to see an increase in root related spills later on this year. Hopefully we can spot these problem areas sooner
through our CCTV programs. We also need to be on top of our game as slower flows equate to more grease build up
and of course the flushable wipes aren’t going to travel any faster. I do believe we will also have more odors issues
in the coming hotter months of August through October.
July also means new budgets are here for many of us and of course we still to do more with less and here at El Toro
Water District we have trained to do just that and it does work if you plan everything accordingly. Well I’am having
shoulder surgery again on July 8th so I will be out of service until August 10, but I should have a fast and full recovery
this time around so I wish you all a very Happy Summer and I will see all of you very soon…
Update on Ebola Research - Water Environment Technology Center by Tom Meregillano, Co-Chair – OCSD (Source
CASA)
Dr. Chuck Gerba, at the University of Arizona Water Environment Technology Center, is conducting research on the
survivability of Ebola surrogate viruses in wastewater. Dr. Gerba has provided preliminary results that conclude the
viruses do indeed survive in wastewater in the absence of disinfection. In fact, the entire bathroom and surfaces
become contaminated through flushing. Dr. Gerba has found that both bleach and quaternary disinfectants
effectively mitigate the contamination and recommends closing the toilet lid, if there is one, prior to flushing. His
team is currently assessing the recommended dose and holding time for each disinfectant to completely kill the
viruses. This important information will support the Ebola guidance document developed and revised on January 13th
of this year. If you have any questions, please contact Greg Kester, CASA Director of Renewable Resource Programs
at gkester@casaweb.org.

ENERGY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE REPORT
Jesse Pompa, Chair
jpompa@ieua.org

Vacant, Vice Chair

New Energy Committee Chair by John Pastore, SCAP
LACSD’s Steven Hernandez, who has served the past few years as the chair of the Energy Committee, is stepping
down as he has been reassigned to another division within his agency. Many thanks to Steven for all of his time and
energy (no pun intended) that he has brought to the committee in setting up meetings and finding relevant topics
and speakers. IEUA’s Jesse Pompa will replace Steven in the role of committee chair. Jesse has served as the vice
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chair of the committee for the past several years. Jesse is currently working on finding a new vice chair to assist him
with the committee activities.
AB 1900 – CPUC Approves Proposed Decision on Pipeline Biogas Cost Allocation by Jesse Pompa, Chair - IEUA
AB 1900 (Gatto) requires the CPUC to develop gas quality standards for biomethane injected into natural gas
pipelines. The second phase of the Assembly Bill focused on the allocation of costs needed to assure compliance
with the established standards. In June, the CPUC approved a Proposed Decision by Commissioner Carla Peterman
that determined biomethane producers are responsible for the cost of complying with the injection standards and
protocols. However, the Proposed Decision also adopted a monetary incentive program to assist biomethane
producers with interconnection efforts. Over the next five years, this program will provide $40 million to offset 50%
of an injection project’s interconnection costs, up to $1.5 million. The incentive is to be paid upon successful
interconnection and operation of the biomethane injection facility.
Southern California Edison’s Annual Water Conference by John Pastore, SCAP.
SCAP is proud to be a sponsor of Southern California Edison’s 22nd Annual Water Conference. Please consider
attending as the conference will focus on educating water and wastewater agencies on how to save energy, money
and the environment. The conference will be held on September 9-10th at the Energy Education Center in Irwindale,
CA. The keynote speaker will be Mr. Jeffrey Kightlinger, General Manager of the Metropolitan Water District of
Southern California. Contact hours will be awarded to those attending. Please refer to the conference flyer for
further information which can be found on the SCAP website here.

WATER ISSUES COMMITTEE REPORT
Al Javier, Chair
javiera@emwd.org

Lyndy Lewis, Vice Chair
Lewis@irwd.com

New Water Committee Vice Chair by John Pastore, SCAP
The City of San Bernardino Water Department’s Rebecca Franklin has stepped down as the water committee vice
chair as she has relocated to northern California. Although Rebecca only served for a short time, she was a terrific
asset to the committee and will be missed. IRWD’s Lyndy Lewis has graciously volunteered to fill the vice chair
position and will be assisting Al Javier with the various committee duties.

U.S. EPA to approve California’s newest list of impaired waterways (Source USEPA-July 1, 2015)
SAN FRANCISCO — More than 40,000 miles of California’s rivers and streams are currently threatened by pollution,
according to a list of impaired waterways submitted by the state to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
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Monitoring of rivers, lakes and coastal waters in California continue to show harmful pollutant levels, based on
updates to the list from three of the state’s nine regional Water Quality Control Boards — North Coast, Lahontan and
Colorado River regions.
California has some of the most magnificent rivers, lakes and coastal waters in the country. Common impairments in
lakes are due to mercury and other toxic metals in fish. High temperatures, sediment and toxic metals are found in
many rivers and streams. Of its more than 200,000 river miles, over 40,000 are not meeting at least one water quality
goal, and still need clean-up plans, known as Total Maximum Daily Loads or TMDLs. Of the 1.6 million acres of lakes
and reservoirs, over 80,000 acres are not meeting water quality goals, and still need TMDLs.
“Clean water is vital to California's public health, economy, recreation and wildlife - now more than ever during our
extreme drought,” said Jared Blumenfeld, EPA’s Regional Administrator for the Pacific Southwest. “EPA is working
alongside the state as it continues the critical efforts needed to protect and restore California's damaged waters.”
The federal Clean Water Act requires states to monitor and assess their rivers, lakes and coastal waters and submit a
list of impaired waterways in need of cleanup plans to EPA for review. This year, California submitted its 2012
updated polluted waters list based on data collected through 2010 for the North Coast, Lahontan and Colorado River
regions.
Examples of water bodies and their challenges include:
Lake Tahoe, which borders California and Nevada in the Lahontan region, has a TMDL in place to control stormwater
and reduce ongoing impairments from nutrients and fine sediments. Lake Tahoe’s water clarity continues to show
signs of improvement from 1997’s minimum of 64 feet to 70 feet in 2013.
In the Colorado River region, there are added impairment listings for toxicity, pesticides and other pollutants in the
New River, a binational river that originates in Mexicali, Baja California and ends at the Salton Sea in Imperial Valley,
California. Several TMDLs are already in place for the New River to reduce trash, dissolved oxygen, bacteria and
sediment impairments. EPA has also worked to improve water quality in the New River through investments in
wastewater treatment projects in Mexicali, which have resulted in significant improvements in dissolved oxygen and
bacteria impairments.
Work is underway to clean up and restore the approximately 1000 water bodies across California previously listed as
impaired. California has developed cleanup plans for over 50,000 river miles and over 160,000 lake acres. The state
will submit future list updates in 2016 and 2018 for water bodies in the other six Regional Water Boards.
EPA is adding Lake Topaz, also bordering California and Nevada, to the state’s 2012 list of impaired waters based on
high mercury levels in fish. Following public comment on the listing of Topaz Lake, EPA will review and approve a
finalized list.
To view California’s 2012 list of impaired waters and comment on EPA’s action to add Topaz Lake, please visit:
http://www.epa.gov/region09/water/tmdl/california.html
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WASTEWATER PRETREATMENT COMMITTEE REPORT
Jim Colston, Chair
JColston@ocsd.com

Barbara Sharatz, Vice Chair
BSharatz@sandiego.gov

31st Annual Environmental Training Symposium and Conference
“The New Reality: Prospering with Limited Resources” - October 29 & 30, 2015 www.iea-sd.com/conference
The 2015 Annual Environmental Training Symposium and Conference is presented by the Industrial Environmental
Association and the California Manufacturers and Technology Association. The Conference has excelled for 30 years
in bringing a balance of valuable information to its attendees that includes environmental compliance guidance and
legislative updates. The 400 attendees consist of environmental, health, and safety professionals, environmental
engineers, environmental consultants and attorneys, and government affairs representatives. These attendees
represent manufacturing, biotech, and high tech companies, as well as the Department of Defense and federal and
state regulators.
The speakers and panelists include California legislators and regulators who are at the forefront of environmental
policy at the State and National level. Additionally, you will find representatives from a variety of non-governmental
organizations, award-winning consultants, and leading California businesses. In the past, speakers have joined us
from the following organizations: Cal/EPA, APCD, CARB, DTSC, OEHHA, City of San Diego Public Utilities, San Diego
County Department of Environmental Health, California Department of Water Resources, UC Berkeley, Office of
Emergency Services, CalRecycle, Californians Against Waste, CCEEB, State Water Resources Control Board, and the US
Council for International Business.
Program Topics
Topics vary from year to year depending on current legislation and regulations, but each year there are returning
favorites. The 2015 Program will be posted on www.iea-sd.com/conference as it is developed.
The 2015 Conference begins with registration, breakfast, and networking at 7am. The Day 1 activities include a
morning keynote, 12 breakout sessions and the annual Environmental Excellence Awards luncheon. There is a
morning and afternoon break and a cocktail reception in the Exhibit Hall. The Conference continues until midafternoon on Day 2. Activities on Day 2 include breakfast in the Exhibit Hall, a morning keynote, 3 breakout sessions,
and a coffee break.
For hotel accommodations at the Omni San Diego Hotel, please find information regarding discounted reservations
via the Conference room block at iea-sd.com/conference. Rooms must be booked by September 28.

Non Sequitur
"Children of a culture born in a water-rich environment, we have never really learned
how important water is to us. We understand it, but we do not respect it."
-- William Ashworth
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Unscramble the following words and then rearrange the highlighted letters to form the answer to the puzzle.

Answer
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