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Executive Director’s Message
BAD HABITS! WHAT’S THE BIG DEAL?

DISPERSIBLE VS FLUSHABLE, THE GREAT DEBATE!
RAGS MAKE NATIONAL HEADLINES!
Let’s Face It! Habits, whether good or bad, are
hard to change. Sure, it sounds so innocent! You
grab a tissue or a moist towelette and when you’re
through with it you simply toss it into the nearest
disposal receptacle, which may, or may not, be the
toilet. Now repeat this 2 or 3 times a day for every
person in the typical southern California
householdand suddenly, we have over 50 million
pieces of non-dispersible [I have to stop here and
mention that I wanted to link the term dispersible to a Wikipedia definition,
but to my surprise one does not exist] materials entering our sewer system.
So what’s the big deal? Remember back just a few years ago when we
thought it was acceptable to dispose of our unwanted prescription and
over-the-counter drugs down the drain? After years of research and
concern by our POTW community we finally convinced the public and, to
some extent, the drug manufacturers that these unwanted drugs were
entering our treatment plants and ultimately our water supply with
undesired consequences. Now, at least in California, everyone from school
children to the elderly are aware of the problem and have changed their
personal habits by either returning these unused drugs to specially
designated community “take-back-centers” or are disposing of them
properly in the trash.
After decades of wastewater treatment plant operators lamenting about
cleaning rags daily from headworks bar screens or unclogging pump
impellors at a lift station, we are finally listening. Not so much because we
want to make life easier for our
operators, but more do with the
magnitude of non-dispersible wipes
being flushed down the toilet into our
sewer systems. I will be the first to
admit, that as a former design engineer,
I would simply choose a bigger screening
device or a non-clog or grinder pump to
solve the problem.
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Although this practice still exists in the wastewater industry, at this point in time, it
probably remains the prudent choice. However, as Bob Dylan once foretold, “The
Times, They are a Changin”.
Without going into great detail, [thanks Wikipedia]
nonwoven fabrics are broadly defined as sheet or web
structures bonded together by entangling fiber or
filaments mechanically, thermally or chemically. They are flat, porous sheets that are
made directly from separate fibers or from molten plastic or plastic film. Nonwoven
fabrics provide specific functions such as absorbency, liquid repellence, resilience,
stretch, softness, strength, flame retardancy, washability, cushioning, filtering, use as
a bacterial barrier and sterility. We know them as baby wipes, wet wipes,
towelettes, disposable diapers, furniture cloths, etc.,. It’s undeniable that these products are “user friendly” and
have made life much easier for us, but with that said, many manufacturers of these products are filling store shelves
with products labeled as “flushable”. From the wastewater industry’s standpoint, this is where the problem lies. To
the manufacturers “flushable” means that their product will slip through the opening of a standard toilet and
successfully pass through the lateral line and on into the public sewer line. As far as successfully “passing through”,
just ask any plumber how that concept is working out! To the wastewater operator, “flushable” means the product
must be “dispersible” and begin breaking apart during the agitation process as it is being flushed down the toilet, as
is the case with most single-ply toilet papers.
After moderating a roundtable discussion between wastewater industry experts,
wastewater equipment suppliers and an executive from INDA (the non-woven
manufacturers association in North America) about the problems associated with
non-dispersibles at the recent CWEA Conference in Palm Springs, I firmly believe that
we are at a loggerhead over this interpretation. It became evident that from INDA’s
viewpoint dispersibility was determined by the ability of a material to breakdown
upon its final resting place such as at a landfill or lagoon. From an environmentally
acceptable standpoint, this interpretation is entirely reasonable, however, for
wastewater operations it is totally unacceptable. INDA recently provided us with a
copy of the Executive Summary of its draft Third Edition Guidance Document for
Aseessing the Flushability of Nonwoven Consumer Products that will be furnished to
manufacturers both in the United States and Europe. While we applaud INDA’s
efforts and that of its sister organization in Europe, EDANA, we can’t help but feel left out, as their peer review
process did not include public wastewater agencies.
So where do we go from here? Fortunately, this problem is being recognized by agencies not only in California but all
over the country as a major issue and organizations such as the National Association of Clean Water Agencies
(NACWA) and the Water Environment Federation (WEF) have brought it to the forefront of recent studies and
research. There is also an elite workgroup from states across the country that I have been privileged to work with on
a regular basis that includes: the aforementioned wastewater associations: engineering firms such as Tata & Howard
and HRC Engineering: public agencies like the District of Columbia Water & Sewer Authority, the City of Kirkland, WAPublic Works, the City of Vancouver, WA-Public Works, King County WA-Wastewater Division, the Portland Water
District, ME, the City of Yarmouth ME-Public Works, the City of Rexburg, ID, the Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage
Authority, NJ as well as our own Orange County Sanitation District, CA.
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Individuals from these associations, consulting firms and agencies are providing important outreach to their network
of local and regional counterparts that share common problems with non-dispersibles in their sewer systems and in
the process are collecting important cost information associated with maintenance incidents caused by these
products.
Past attempts at legislative fixes over labeling have proved to be frustratingly ineffective without having sufficient
cost documentation, so currently we are concentrating on documentation of incidents involving non-dispersibles
found in our sewer systems, as well as testing of individual products claiming to be flushable. This includes
identification of products by brand along with documentation of the maintenance effort in terms of labor and
equipment resources and costs. To this end, SCAP has developed an Incident Reporting Form, both in electronic
format and paper format, that can be found on the SCAP website Resources Section at www.scap1.org. This form
can be used to record all pertinent information and photos that will then be used to create a national database of
information related to non-dispersible caused incidents. Completed forms are to be sent directly to SCAP for
recording and future dissemination.
Some motivated individuals, such as Robert Villee from the Plainfield Area
Regional Sewerage Authority in New Jersey, have taken it upon themselves to
design their own testing platforms like this “Parsa Potty” that he is using to
test various manufacturers claims of dispersiblity, which so far have proven to
be very revealing. Another agency that is taking matters into its own hands, is
OCSD, where former SCAP Collection Systems Chair, Nick Arhontes, and his
staff are conducting bench testing of products and publishing their findings for
national distribution. To their credit OCSD has taken it one step further and
developed a dedicated website named www.What2Flush.com that provides
invaluable information to customers about what is acceptable and not
acceptable to flush down the toilet and drain. OCSD has also creatively
designed a what2flush logo that is taking the country by storm.
This leads me to my final point, which is that education and public outreach are the most effective
means of effecting changes in consumer behavior. Just as we have seen with the “No Drugs Down
the Drain” campaign, involving our children at an early age along with proper instruction in the
schools, lead to a cultural change that is significantly more effective then all of the legislation in the
world.

Non-flushably yours,
John Pastore, Executive Director

Comments?
If you would like to leave a comment about content or layout of this newsletter, please feel free to contact us at
SCAP.
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An awe inspiring view of Hoover Dam showing continued water loss!
Photo courtesy of Ralph Palomares

Clean Water Summit Partners Update by John Pastore, SCAP
The California Clean Water Summit Partners Meeting met in Sacramento on May 1st and met with Mr. Cris Carrigan,
Director of the Water Board’s Office of Enforcement along with enforcement staff members Matthew Buffleben and
Jim Fischer. While the Summit Partners discussed a number of interesting issues, the importance of this meeting
centered on the candid discussions with Mr. Carrigan, who shared his views on several areas of interest to the
wastewater community.
To understand Mr. Carrigan’s predisposition for enforcement, one needs to look no further than his experience as a
former attorney specializing in enforcement of the Clean Water Act. As Mr. Carrigan explained, the Office of
Enforcement is relatively new, having been established only 7 years ago by the Water Board in an effort to address
three issues of concern by the regulated community: 1) criticism over claims that the severity of violations were
dictated by geographic location; 2) claims that there was no clear or recognizable criteria established to determine
the amounts of enforcement proceedings prompting the need for better transparency; and 3) claims that the
SWRCB’s administrative proceedings lacked neutrality due to a convergence of authority within the Water Board.
According to Mr. Carrigan, his office provides support to the nine regional boards enforcement units in nearly all
prosecution cases. When asked about his office’s goals, he stated that goal #1 was to minimize unpermitted
discharges and violators of permitted discharges; goal #2 was to educate the permitted community by acting as a
conduit of pertinent information; and goal #3 was to incentivize funding for those permittees that are doing a good
job of compliance.
Mr. Carrigan went on to explain that Cleanup & Abatement monies are available through the Division of Financial
Assistance and the objective is to bring those entities on the lower end of compliance up towards the average level,
while working with the leaders in compliance to get their examples out to everyone.
Presently, his office’s priorities include: producing a paper as a direct result of the WDR-SSO audits; working on a Title
27 initiative for mines & landfills to ensure that their financial assurance programs are in-place; and an SSO audit
initiative.
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Mr. Carrigan also addressed his office’s recent emphasis on pretreatment program enforcement citing the perceived
need for tighter scrutiny based on some current “bad actors”. These bad actors are mostly permittees with cease
and desist orders or that are in non-compliance because of the lack of an acceptable pretreatment program.
When asked from his standpoint, “what we as public agencies can be doing better”, Mr. Carrigan turned this over to
his staff who responded that based on their inspections two major areas come to mind. First, the lack of standard
operating procedures (SOPs) by most agencies; and second, a lack of sufficient documentation. In their opinion,
capital improvement project programs need to include a much more detailed schedule documenting the sources of
funding and implementation acticivities. Also, they feel rehabilitation of existing facilities is sorely lacking by most
agencies.
Lastly, Mr. Carrigan stated that they welcomed having any technical experts come in and meet with his staff to better
educate them on collection system issues, such as force main inspection and rehabilitation, etc.

AIR QUALITY COMMITTEE REPORT
Kris Flaig, Chair
kris.flaig@lacity.org

David Rothbart, Vice Chair
drothbart@lacsd.org

LOCAL AIR DISTRICT NEWS AT A GLANCE
Posted meeting dates and proposed new rule development for the following air districts can be found at these sites:
Imperial County APCD
Mojave Desert AQMD
San Diego APCD
Santa Barbara APCD

Ventura County APCD

South Coast AQMD

New SCAP Air Quality Committee Vice Chair by John Pastore, SCAP
SCAP wishes to welcome LACSD’s David Rothbart, who is succeeding Greg Adams upon his recent retirement, as
SCAP’s newest Air Quality Committee vice chair. David has extensive experience with air quality issues and has been
instrumental in coordinating efforts addressing many of South Coast AQMD rules and policies, especially regarding
AQMD Rule 1110.2.
CWCCG by Kris Flaig, City of LA
Riding the bike as a daily commuter, you get an impression of the air quality. From the LAX-area Beach Cities, down
the coast to San Diego, up through Orange County and Diamond Bar, up into our coastal ranges, into the San
Fernando Valley, on to Ventura, and back to downtown L.A. If you “bike it”, you breathe it, and want to keep it
clean!
In an industry where we are all very conscientious about air quality, we work to develop, implement, monitor, and
report on how to most efficiently and effectively meet regulatory requirements that help to make our air better.
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Many of us drive alternative or fuel efficient vehicles. One of us recently retired, having given a few rather
impressive decades to the cause. Thankfully, we’ll still see him around AQMD. Many thanks, Greg (Adams), for your
humble and insightful leadership!
While the NFL went through its draft, you could say that the CWCCG sifted carefully through a bag of promising
consultants to make its pick for a new Program Manager. Carollo Engineers is the chosen firm; Sarah Deslaurier our
chosen leader. Like Jackie and Zeynep before her, Sarah will face significant challenges. Already, Sarah has
submitted a letter to CARB on the Draft Cap & Trade Auction Proceeds Investment Plan, commenting on Wastewaterto-Energy, Forest Management, Agricultural Management, Waste Diversion, and Low-Carbon Fuels; she also
presented these arguments at the CARB Hearing.
On Sara’s upcoming agenda for the CWCCG, will be monitoring of the 2013 AB 32 Scoping Plan revisions and
educating CARB staff on POTW needs. CARB states on its website that the five areas of focus are transportation,
fuels, and infrastructure; energy generation, transmission, and efficiency; waste; water; and agriculture. CARB has
promised forums and workshops throughout the State during the spring and summer in an effort to adopt the
revised Plan by the end of the year.
Beth Olhasso, The Dolphin Group, updated the CWCCG recently on a few important legislative bills affecting our
industry. AB 153(Bonilla) pursues offset protocols. AB 997 (Chesbro) offers new definitions for anaerobic digestion
and composting. As to other bills, which may not meet our needs, AB 1368 (Patterson) touts SGIP for waste gas at 60
percent efficiency and 0.07 lbs NOx/MWh). If you’d like to keep on top of these and other bills, please consider
attending the Air Quality Committee or ask John Pastore how you can become a part of the CWCCG.
CEQA changes have languished without the leadership of State Senator Rubio, but you never know when this might
roar again. Cool weather throughout the State may keep a lid on hot heads. So, an extended cool Spring could allow
for steady winds thru the capitol with the occasional gust.
South Coast AQMD Rule 1177 “Liquefied Petroleum Gas Transfer and Dispensing”, by David Rothbart, LACSD
On June 1, 2012, SCAQMD adopted Rule 1177 – “Liquefied Petroleum Gas Transfer and Dispensing”. The purpose of
the rule is to reduce emissions of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) associated with the transfer and dispensing of
liquefied petroleum gas (LPG). Rule 1177 applies to the transfer of LPG from any cargo tank, stationary storage tank
or cylinder into any other cargo tank, stationary storage tank, cylinder, or portable storage tank. The owner/operator
of an LPG bulk loading, transfer, or dispensing facility shall not transfer, allow the transfer, or provide equipment for
the transfer of LPG from any stationary or mobile storage tank or cylinder into any stationary storage tank, cargo
tank, cylinder, portable storage tank, or vehicle fuel tank unless the following conditions are met:
(A) The LPG storage tank’s vapor recovery or equalization systems, and appropriate vapor-tight and liquid-tight
connectors, fittings, and gaskets are maintained and operated, and either
(B) The stationary storage tank is equipped with a Fixed Liquid Level Gauge (FLLG) that is closed during LPG
transfer, using a filling technique or technology that monitors the maximum fill level to prevent overfilling
without use of the FLLG, or
(C) The stationary storage tank is equipped with a low-emission FLLG.
For a summary of compliance activities associated with Rule 1177, see Table 1.
In order to determine the appropriate compliance actions, SCAP members will need to inventory their LPG tanks,
containers, and facilities. From this inventory, members will need to determine who the owner/operator is, and
identify who performs the LPG transfer and dispensing into primary and secondary tanks and containers.

May 2013
Homepage

Air Report

Biosolids Report

Collections Report

Energy Report

Water Report

Pretreatment Report

Important Compliance Dates in Rule 1177
Effective July 1, 2013 (or as soon thereafter at the next service in which the cargo tank is evacuated, but no later than
July 1, 2017):
 Requirements for vapor recovery devices, vapor-tight and liquid-tight connectors, and FLLG go into effect;
 Owner/Operator of LPG bulk loading facility or any LPG transfer and dispensing facility shall institute a leak
detection and repair program;
 The owner/operator of any LPG transfer and dispensing facility shall maintain and provide documentation
that demonstrates that any connector or FLLG used will comply with Rule 1177’s provisions.
July 1, 2014 through 2016:
 The owner/operator of an LPG bulk loading facility or an LPG transfer and dispensing facility that offers LPG
for sale to an end user shall submit an annual report containing the monthly LPG purchase volume and
dispensing volume for the prior calendar year. The reporting facility shall maintain copies of all purchase and
sales records used to support the submitted report for a period of at least two years.
July 1, 2014 through 2018:
 The owner/operator of an LPG bulk loading facility shall submit an end of year inventory of all facility located
containers, including all facility-owned or leased mobile fuelers associated with the transfer or storage of LPG
that are equipped with one or more FLLGs for the prior calendar year. This inventory shall include a
summary, by size and classification, and the associated number of installed low emission FLLGs, submitted in
a form approved by the Executive Officer.
July 1, 2015:
 If the stationary storage tank does not meet the provisions found within Rule 1177, it shall be equipped with
a low emission FLLG by July 1, 2015, or by July 1, 2017 if the owner/operator demonstrates through
documentation prior to July 1, 2015 that the stationary storage tank being filled is equipped with an FLLG
that cannot be retrofitted with a low emission FLLG in a safe manner without relocation of the stationary
storage tank.
Exemptions
 Any LPG container with a water capacity less than four (4) gallons.
 Facilities that are subject to Rule 1173 – Control of Volatile Organic Compound Leaks and Releases from
Components at Petroleum Facilities and Chemical Plants.
 LPG cylinders that are specifically dedicated for and installed for use with recreational vehicles.

Table 1.
Compliance Activities Associated with Rule 1177
Affected LPG Equipment
Residential Storage Tanks
Commercial Storage Tanks
Barbeque Cylinder Overpressure
Devices

PR 1177 Compliance Activity
Install replacement low-emission FLLGs
Install replacement low-emission FLLGs
1.
2.
3.

4.

Convert from fill-by-volume to fill-by-weight system
(supplier)
Exchange customer’s existing, non-compliant cylinder
with new cylinder
Install replacement low-emission FLLGs and lowemission connectors on customer’s existing cylinder, or
Customer to purchase new, compliant cylinder
Customer to purchase new , compliant cylinder
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Bobtail Trucks
Bobtail Truck Dispensers
Tanker Trucks
Forklift Tanks not using Gravity Fill
Forklift Tanks supplied by 46-125
gallon, on-site tank using Gravity Fill
Delivery Trucks for Forklift cylinder
exchange program
Forklift Tanks supplied by 172-288
gallon, on-site tank using Gravity Fill

Install replacement low-emission FLLGs
Install replacement low-emission connectors
Install replacement low-emission connectors
Install replacement low-emission FLLGs
Remove existing tanks and convert to cylinder exchange
program
New delivery trucks need to specifically accommodate
deliveries of forklift cylinders
Convert to a pressure-fill system by replacing each existing
tank with a larger tank (499 gallon capacity) and install a
pump/motor
Forklift Tanks supplied by 499-1,150 Convert to a pressure-fill system by installing one
gallon, on-site tank using Gravity Fill pump/motor per tank
Service Dispensers (Hose End from
Install replacement low-emission connectors
stationary tank to portable tank)
Bulk Loading Operations with
Conduct quarterly inspections
>10,000 gallon tanks
SB 389 Update - Electric Generating Facilities: Emissions offsets by John Pastore, SCAP
According to LACSD’s Sharon Green, SB 389 did not get out of the CA Senate Environmental Quality Committee on
April 17th, where it failed on a 4-4 vote after a long & contentious hearing. The 4 no votes were made along party
lines by those who sided with South Coast AQMD.

BIOSOLIDS COMMITTEE REPORT
Matt Bao, Chair
mbao@lacsd.org

Tom Meregillano, Vice Chair
TMeregillano@ocsd.org

Diane Gilbert Jones, Vice Chair
diane.gilbert@lacity.org

CDFA Regulations on Inedible Kitchen Grease (FOG) Update by Matt Bao, LACSD
The California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) recently adopted new regulations, effective April 1, 2013,
governing inedible kitchen grease (FOG) and manifests for tracking. These are regulations on which CASA and others
worked closely with CDFA, which CDFA favorably responded to all of the requested comments. Some highlights of
the new regulations include and require:
 An exemption from rendering requirements for wastewater treatment plants accepting inedible kitchen
grease from grease traps or interceptors;
 A requirement that the transporter be licensed by CDFA and maintain a manifest system, noting where loads
originate and in what quantity and where each load is delivered (e.g. POTWs) and in what quantity (they now
allow quantities to be mathematically calculated based on truck volume and percent filled, as we requested –
in addition to flow meters, weighmaster scale certificates, etc.); and
 Receiving facilities may now accept manifest information electronically, can enter into an agreement to allow
the transporter to sign manifest on their behalf, but must maintain a copy of the manifest for two years.
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This is an example of a regulatory agency working proactively with the wastewater community to avoid duplicative
regulation jurisdiction. Many thanks to Greg Kester of CASA for his tireless efforts on this issue.
Conferences, Workshops, Etc. Update by Matt Bao, LACSD
8th Annual California Bioresources Alliance Symposium, "A Call to Action", September 18-19, 2013 – The eighth
annual California Bioresources Alliance Symposium will be held on September 18-19, 2013 from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM
at the Cal/EPA Building, 1001 I Street, Sacramento. CPUC Commissioner Carla Peterman will give a keynote on the
future of bioenergy, and the opening session will focus on recent California legislation addressing bioresources.
Other sessions include an update on the Bioenergy Action Plan, biogas challenges faced by wastewater treatment
plants, the federal/state dairy digester initiative and dairy clustering, forestry products and urban residuals options,
facility siting issues, and use of bioresources for mine reclamation. The afternoon of the second day there will be a
field trip to the Sacramento Regional Wastewater Treatment Plant to see the Sacramento Municipal Utilities District
biogas enhancement project and the Synagro biosolids pelletizer. The symposium brings together sector
professionals, municipalities, regulators, legislators, state and federal agencies, researchers, financers, and others
involved in California organic residuals. The two day event is co-hosted by University of California (UC) Davis
Extension and the US Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9. Contact Lauren Fondahl, US EPA Region 9, at
fondahl.lauren@epa.gov (415) 972-3514 for more information on the content of the symposium, or Magy Hoyer at
mehoyer@ucdavis.edu (530) 754-8508 for information on registration, becoming a sponsor, or other questions about
the Symposium.
Kern County Filed Petition in State Supreme Court – Measure E Update by Tom Meregillano, OCSD (Source Greg
Kester, CASA)
On March 12, 2013, the California Court of Appeal granted the requests of CASA, its co-Plaintiffs and several amici to
publish its opinion affirming the preliminary injunction against the Kern County ordinance, which bans the land
application of biosolids (Measure E). Following this ruling, on April 22, 2013, Kern County filed a petition in the
California Supreme Court to grant review of the rulings held by Tulare County Superior Court and Court of Appeal.
Their petition for review is based on the following: 1) Resolve conflicting statute of limitations standards, 2)
Determine whether local bans on land application are preempted by state law (Integrated Waste Management Act),
and 3) Decide whether the Regional Welfare Doctrine applies to local solid waste ordinance (see petition). The State
Supreme Court has not yet made a decision on whether to review the case. SCAP will continue to track and provide
updates.
AB 371 – (Salas) Sewage sludge: Kern County Bill by Tom Meregillano, OCSD
AB 371 authorizes the Kern County Board of Supervisors, upon a majority vote, to regulate or prohibit by ordinance
the land application of sewage sludge (include composting) in unincorporated areas of the county. On April 2, 2013,
the Assembly Committee on Environmental Safety and Toxic Materials heard and passed the bill with amendments.
The Local Government Committee is scheduled to hear the first reading of the bill on May 8, 2013. If the bill
manages to pass through the legislative process, biosolids management options in California would be significantly
reduced and impacted. Not only would it increase the quantity of biosolids sent to landfills, which conflicts with the
state’s recycling goal of 75% reduction of solid waste by 2020, but also would divert biosolids out of state, which
would increase hauling cost. SCAP and CASA have taken action to oppose the bill and advocate that member
agencies oppose the bill (see link for CASA letter in opposition).
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Helping a Sister Out: City of LA Assists OCSD in Internal Audit by Rachel Van Exel, OCSD
Orange County Sanitation District (OCSD) is in its 10th year of National Biosolids Partnership certification for its
biosolids program. In the past, OCSD has used various staff and audit firms to conduct internal audits of its biosolids
management system (BMS). In recent years, the BMS Coordinator has performed the audits, but the time came that
the BMS Coordinator could not audit the processes for which she is primarily responsible. OCSD considered hiring an
external auditor, but first contacted sister agency, City of Los Angeles Bureau of Sanitation (LA City), to see if they
would be interested in performing the audit. LA City has a team of accredited auditors that regularly audit their own
certified biosolids program. They gladly accepted the request. On February 27th and 28th, Diane Gilbert Jones,
Biosolids Regulatory Liaison, and Olga Krel, Plancheck Engineer, interviewed OCSD staff and reviewed various OCSD
BMS processes, such as Management Review, Goals and Objectives, End-Use Planning, Internal Audits, and
Corrective and Preventive Action. The audit was a valuable experience for all parties. Not only did OCSD save time
and money by not hiring an external audit firm, they gained insight to management practices and auditor
expectations different from what they already knew. LA City auditors gained knowledge by observing other practices
that they could use to improve their own system. Additionally, in return for their valuable services, LA City sent staff
to a two-day leadership training course conducted at OCSD. Additionally, the audit further strengthened the
relationship between the agencies and serves as a possible model for future peer-agency collaboration. If you have
any questions or comments, please contact Rachel Van Exel at rvanexel@ocsd.com.
May 9, 2013 Biosolids Committee Meeting by John Pastore, SCAP
Please join us for the next Biosolids Committee meeting of the year, which will be held on Thursday, May 9th from
9:30 am to noon at the offices of the Orange County Sanitation District in Fountain Valley. The meeting will be held
jointly with the Tri-TAC Land Committee. A copy of the Tri-TAC agenda can be found here.

COLLECTIONS COMMITTEE REPORT
Ralph Palomares, Chair
RPalomares@etwd.com

Dindo Carrillo, Vice Chair
dcarrillo@ocsd.com

Collection Systems Committee Update by Ralph Palomares, El Toro WD
Well Spring is here and that means attending the Annual CWEA Conference in Palm Springs, which was just held a
couple of weeks ago. There were plenty of SCAP members in attendance and there was also a SCAP booth manned
by our own John Pastore and Pam Merriam. John also moderated an afternoon session on flushable wipes with Nick
Arhontes of OCSD along with representatives from wastewater equipment manufacturers and the non-woven
materials industry.
I do believe this topic on flushable wipes is not over by a long shot and we as agencies might just have to deal with
them and maybe expand our public awareness campaign to educate our customers on what these towels are doing
to our sewers system and how they can cause sewer over flows in the public and private sewers systems.
There were lots of discussions on sewer pipe rehabilitation and what’s the best way to replace our aging
infrastructure with todays’ technologies available to us and much, more. The exhibit hall was open for two days with
the latest combination machines for vacuuming up sewage or just plain mud, or if you needed a new sewer camera
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there were lots to choose from. If you needed root foam for eliminating roots or roaches they had it on display for
you to see and buy.
The equipment for treatment plants is so far advanced from past years it’s just amazing to see how fast this area of
wastewater is changing, not only here but worldwide as well. Computer programs on display for our sewer trucks
and or offices are so cheap now that most of us can afford some type of laptop or tablet to keep our maintenance
logs on. That way, if we have an audit, we can just pull up our records with a blink of an eye.
There were discussions on the MRP, which likely will be adopted this May. So please plan on attending our May 21st
SCAP meeting, where our Vice Chair Dindo Carrillo of OCSD will go over the latest revisions to this program. Also
National Clay Pipe is back on track with the calcium deposit removal and will inform us on what’s going on with their
study, so we look forward to hearing from Joe Parker of NCPI at our meeting as well.
There were plenty of awards given out by CWEA and a new one was the
Quarter Century Award Recognition Program for more than 25 years of
dedication to CWEA and the water wastewater industry.
Myself and a few other SCAP members received this award and nice
gold pins to go along with it. Your SCAP Collections Chair also won the
CWEA photo contest for 2013 with a sunset photo naming it Solar
Power showing a Catalina Island sunset.
This past year 2012 we lost a few friends to retirement and death, so I would like to say enjoy your retirement and for
those of you who left us, you will be missed by family and friends and thank you for all you did for this industry!
SWRCB SSS WDR Order Presentation at the 2013 CWEA Conference by Dindo Carrillo, OCSD
The State Water Resource Control Board (SWRCB) staff, Victor Lopez, presented an update on the SSS WDR Order at
the April 2013 CWEA conference held at Palm Springs.
SSO Data Trends as of December 2012:
 1081 enrollees in the SSS WDR Order
 73% of the enrollees have reported one or more spills
 27% of the enrollees have never reported a spill
 Approximately 31,000 SSOs reported
o 15% of these SSOs reached surface waters
 Approximately 132 million gallons of raw sewage spilled
o 80% of this volume spilled reached surface water
 Approximately 5% (58) enrollees are responsible for 90% of total volume spilled since program inception
 The trends in spill characteristics remain unchanged:
o 91% of SSOs are < 1,000 gallons
 Roots, fats\oils\grease (FOG), and debris are the main cause of the blockages
 Approximately 2% of the total SSO volume spilled are the result of those from SSOs <1,000
gallons
o 9% of SSOs are > 1,000 gallons
 Leading causes are capacity and structural issues
 Approximately 98% of the total SSO volume spilled are the resulted from SSOs >1,000 gallons
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Current Compliance of the SSS WDR Order
o 92% of enrollees have completed their SSMP
o 93% of the enrollees in FY11/12 had submitted monthly SSO reports including a no spill report
o Overall 81% of the enrollees have been reporting to CIWQS since inception
o 94% of the enrollees are in compliance with completing the CIWQS Annual Questionnaire

Compliance and Enforcement Activities:
 119 Notices of Violation (NOV) sent to non-participating enrollees in July 2010
o 85% of these enrollees have returned to compliance
 On April 2012, 148 NOVs were sent to enrollees that failed to timely certify SSMP elements in CIWQS
o 90% have completed some or all elements of the SSMP
 There were 214 Regional Water Board enforcement actions taken since January 2011 and 174 enforcement
actions taken in FY11/12 alone
 SSS WDR Order Inspection and Records Audits
o The Office of Enforcement has conducted 50 inspections and 50 record audits since SSS WDR inception
o 21 inspections and 50 records audits in FY 11/12
SSS WDR Monitoring and Reporting Program (MRP) Review and Update:
 The MRP establishes monitoring, record keeping, reporting, and public notification requirements for the SSS
WDR
 The SWRCB Executive Director may make revisions to this MRP at any time pursuant to the authority
delegated by Water Code section 13267(f) and Resolution No. 2002-0104
 Major Proposed Changes to the MRP
o Changed the Notification Requirement
 SSOs that reach or may reach a surface water or drainage channel require only one
telephone notification (i.e. call Cal EMA only).
 A notification is only required for a Category 1 SSO greater than or equal to 1,000 gallons
 Enrollee shall continue to provide update notifications to Cal EMA until SSO is certified
 This will result in 86% reduction in number of notification calls
o Additional SSO Categories
 Category 1 – Discharges of wastewater resulting from a SSS failure of ANY VOLUME that
reach a surface water
 Category 2 – Discharges of wastewater resulting from a SSS failure of 1,000 gallons or greater
that DO NOT reach a surface water
 Category 3 – All other discharges of wastewater resulting from a SSS failure
o Change reporting system to event based spill reporting
 Spill appearance points to be associated with each spill event caused by a single asset failure
o Private Lateral Sewage Discharges (PLSD) reporting remain voluntary
 PLSD reports do not need to be certified
o Spill report questions streamlining
 Reduce the number of questions for each Spill Report Category
o The SSMP is now required to be made available on the internet, if not, then an electronic copy of the
SSMP must be sent to the SWRCB
o SSO Technical Report
 Required for Category 1 SSO in which 50,000 gallons or greater spilled to surface waters and
shall include the following:
 Causes and circumstances of the SSO
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Enrollee’s response to SSO
Water quality monitoring
o Water quality analyses for nutrients and bacterial indicators by an accredited
or certified laboratory
o Submitted as part of the technical report
o Require maintenance and calibration of monitoring instruments
o Additional clarification on record keeping requirements
o MRP Adoption Schedule
 Adoption of MRP expected May 2013





Effective date is June/July
Notification will be sent to all Legally Responsible Officials (LROs), Data Submitters, and Lyris
subscribers
MRP and new CIWQS Spill Report forms will be released simultaneously on the effective
date.
A SSO CIWQS Guidance document will also be released along with the new MRP
 Document will provide step by step guidance and FAQ on how to use report an SSO
on CIWQS

May 21, 2013 Collection Systems Committee Meeting by John Pastore, SCAP
On May 21st, SCAP will hold its next Collection Systems Committee meeting of the year at the San Juan Capistrano
Community Center in San Juan Capistrano from 9:00 am to 1:30 pm. You won’t want to miss this meeting as it will
cover a wide variety of topics including: The Globally Harmonized System of Classification Labeling of Chemicals (GHS)
by Peter Kuchinsky II, the Lead Risk Management Consultant for ACWA/JPIA; Audit Training with emphasis on recent
WDR-SSO Violations and Enforcement Actions by Jim Fischer, SWRCB; Update on the latest Revised Monitoring and
Reporting Program (MRP) by OCSD’s Dindo Carillo; Information on the Automatic Grease Recovery Device (AGRD) by
Dennis Dougherty, Dougherty Tech, Inc.; an Update on the calcium problem in sewer lines by NCIP; and information
on a new technology called ElectroScan for detecting pipe defects and leaks in sewer pipelines. RSVPs are due by
May 16th.
American Canyon Settles River Watch Suit by Michael Waterson, Napa Valley Register
Without admitting any wrong-doing, the city of American Canyon has settled a complaint filed against it by Northern
California River Watch for alleged ongoing violations of the federal Clean Water Act.
The terms of the settlement call for the city to pay Northern California River Watch $35,000, while agreeing to
perform a variety of tasks to improve the quality of water going into the Napa River. The city agreed to assess its
roughly 33-mile long sewer system and upgrade sections not in compliance with “accepted national standards.” The
sewer system assessment includes gutters, canals and storm drains within 150 feet of surface waters that they feed
into. Repairs and upgrades include adding or replacing closed-circuit television monitoring of some sewer lines. City
Manager Dana Shigley said such video monitoring could cost the city an additional $15,000, not including city staff
time.
The city also agreed to fund a $50,000 low-interest loan program to help repair sewer lines on private property, with
individual loans not to exceed $2,500. In an email, Shigley said the total cost is unknown at this point. “Costs to
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repair will depend on the condition of the pipe. We have several years to complete the work, so we don’t expect this
to be a budget buster, but it is work that needs to be done,” Shigley wrote.
In addition, the city agreed to earmark 25 percent of the wastewater capital improvement budget for repair and
replacement of defective sewer lines and to go into more detail reporting spills and overflows, including showing the
method used to calculate the size of a spill and questioning neighbors to accurately determine the duration.
For its part, River Watch agreed to not to take further action against the city for any alleged violations prior to the
settlement and not to sue the city for five years. In the suit filed in U.S. District Court last year, the Sebastopol-based
non-profit accused the city of violations in the waste water and runoff collection system — not waste water
treatment — including surface overflows and underground leakage from deteriorated sewer lines into surface
waters. “We maintain and are certain we could have proven in court that these violations are ongoing,” River Watch
attorney Jerry Bernhaut wrote in an email. “The underground discharges are literally ongoing.
The settlement included measures that will improve the city's maintenance of its collection system and thereby
reduce discharges of untreated sewage into ground and surface waters,” the email said. The city manager said last
month that American Canyon officials “strongly” disagreed with the allegations, but the city was negotiating for a
settlement “in order to bring (the suit) to an end so we can move on with other priorities …”
The city has wrestled with waste water issues in the past. In August 2012 the city was fined $6,000 by the San
Francisco Regional Water Quality Control Board for eight water treatment violations — a separate issue from water
collection — that occurred between September 2003 and August 2007. In October the city reported the first 12month period without a waste water treatment violation since its plant opened on Mezzetta Way in 2002.
Founded in 1996 by Santa Rosa-based attorney Jack Silver, River Watch claims more than 1000 members, according
to its website. Any person can become a member of River Watch, the website says, by paying dues or volunteering to
look for pollution in a specific watershed. Last year, River Watch reached settlements in similar suits with the cities of
Benicia, Antioch and Cupertino, among others, under similar conditions, according to the nonprofit’s website. In
those suits payments to River Watch were $45,000 from Benicia and $30,000 from each of the other two cities.
Hurricane Sandy caused 11 billion gallons of sewage overflows by John Platt, mnn.com
A new report from Climate Central finds that most of the overflow was caused by coastal flooding, which was made
worse by rising sea levels.
It's been six months since Hurricane Sandy, and in many ways the
damage caused by the massive storm is still being calculated. A new
report from Climate Central, published today, finds that the
hurricane caused sewage systems throughout the regions affected by
the storm to overflow, sending 11 billion gallons of untreated and
partially treated sewage into rivers, bays and other water systems,
and to a lesser extent into city streets.
Photo: Oliver Rich/Flickr

The report reveals the weaknesses and vulnerabilities of our current infrastructure, especially in the face of climate
change and rising sea levels, according to Alyson Kenward, senior scientist at Climate Central. Speaking during a press
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call on Tuesday morning, she said the study shows how vulnerable the U.S. sewage system is to storms and floods.
"Our systems aren't designed to handle this kind of storm overflow," she said. "We need to adapt for the future."
Kenward said the amount of overflow released during the storm would be enough to cover all of Central Park in 41
feet of sewage.
The vast majority of the sewage overflows (94 percent) took place in New York and New Jersey. Overflow events
were also documented in Washington, D.C., as well as Maryland, Pennsylvania, Connecticut, Virginia, Rhode Island
and Delaware. The damage did not all occur during the storm itself, as some of the leakage continued for weeks after
Sandy had subsided. New York and New Jersey not only had the most overflow events, they also had the largest
overflows. The worst overflow occurred in Newark, N.J., where 840 million gallons of untreated sewage flowed into
Newark Bay during the storm and another 3 billion gallons of partially treated sewage leaked out over the next two
weeks. The worst overflow in New York occurred in Bay Park, where 2.2 billion gallons of partially treated sewage
entered Rockaway Channel. That flow of sewage continued for more than a month after Sandy until the plant
became fully operational again.
The report did not look into the health effects of the overflows, but Kenward pointed out that areas with consistent
sewage leaks become contaminated, and that can affect human health. She said the long-range effects to people and
the environment of these overflows still need to be calculated and studied. Ben Strauss, COO and director of the
program on sea level rise at Climate Central, said the effect of Hurricane Sandy was undoubtedly worsened by sealevel rise. Ocean levels have increased eight inches since 1880, and while he says that may not seem like much, it can
dramatically increase the power of storms and the damage they cause in coastal regions. "Every coastal flood we
have in the United States is worse due to climate change and sea-level rise," he said during the press call.
Climate Central also published this interactive graphic showing what caused sewage overflows and how they affected
various regions in the Northeast:

ENERGY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE REPORT
Andre Schmidt, Chair
aschmidt@lacsd.org

Chris Berch, Vice Chair
cberch@ieua.org

Black & Veatch Study on SB 1122 Implementation by Andre Schmidt, LACSD
Senate Bill (SB) 1122, signed by the Governor in September 2011, directed the California Public Utilities Commission
(CPUC) to establish a standard tariff for procurement of at least 250 megawatts (MW) of bioenergy projects with
nameplate capacities of 3 MW or smaller in three feedstock categories, including 110 MW from biogas from
wastewater treatment plants (WWTPs) and green waste. Projects must commence operations after 1 June 2013.
Black & Veatch was retained by the CPUC to assist in the implementation of SB 1122. In April a consultant report was
released entitled, “Small‐Scale Bioenergy: Resource Potential, Costs, and Feed‐In Tariff Implementation Assessment”.
The intent of this analysis was to determine the likely availability of resources and projected cost of electricity for
projects eligible for the SB 1122 tariff. Implementation issues to be resolved prior to tariff availability and allocation
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options were also considered. SB 1122 represents a potential opportunity for WWTPs to enter into a standard
contract for electricity exports that is based on the market price of small scale bioenergy power production.
The CASA Energy Workgroup submitted comments on the report through the Bioenergy Association of California.
The comments included the following:
 The levelized cost of electricity reported for WWTPs with existing digestion is too high ($0.148 to $0.233 per
kWh) due to several incorrect assumptions made in the report.
 The report’s assumption that there are just 4 MW of economically feasible SB 1122 projects at WWTPs is
erroneous. Other sources have found much more potential for new generation at WWTPs.
 The report does not address the tremendous potential for co-digestion at WWTPs.
 The report focuses entirely on export-only projects and does not consider “excess sales” projects. Many
WWTP’s utilize self-generation to serve onsite loads and increasingly have potential to export excess
electricity that is generated above and beyond their onsite demands.
The CASA Energy Workgroup will continue to be engaged with the CPUC on the implementation of SB 1122 which is
expected to be completed before the end of the year.
May 30, 2013 Energy Management Committee Meeting by John Pastore, SCAP
Please join us for our next SCAP Energy Management Committee meeting of 2013. The meeting will be held at the
Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts office in Whittier beginning at 9:30 am. The meeting is intended as an
“Associates Forum” giving a few of our Associate Members an opportunity to display their knowledge of the energy
industry and the services they provide as a benefit to our public members.
Topics to be covered will include:
 A Regulatory Update from the CASA Energy Workgroup by Andre Schmidt, LACSD.


Energy Cost Optimization – Using real time energy monitoring to quantify and manage energy costs by Nick
Weber/Mike Murray, Helio Power/Helio Energy Solutions.





The RPS Market – Impacts to power rates; industry update; Distributed Generation/ RPS REC creation;
Market Reopening – Status of AB1350, Reopening of Direct Access; Role of SCAP members;
SONGS – Status of San Onofre nuclear power plant; impacts to the wholesale & bundled energy rates;
potential impacts to public agencies, by Mike Lee/Greg Bass, Noble Solutions/Noble Americas.



Update on Victor Valley WRA’s Omnivore system and biogas upgrades by Juan Josse, Anaergia Services.

New White Paper Highlights the Pivotal Role of California’s Water Sector in Electric Reliability
Water Energy Innovations, Inc. recently announced the release of a new white paper, The Role of Natural Gas in
California’s Water-Energy Nexus. California has been considering the intriguing possibilities presented by its waterenergy nexus since 2005. Prior studies about energy use by the state’s water and wastewater agencies focused on
electricity. This is the first paper to address the role of natural gas.
California is presently facing a critical shortage of electricity. Up to 12,000 megawatts of power generation capacity –
about 20% of California’s historical peak electric demand – are scheduled to be retired or repowered over the next
eight years. This is occurring at a time when the state’s grid operator has identified a need for large quantities of
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“flexible” power – electric generation assets that can start up quickly and ramp up/down hundreds of megawatts at a
time, within minutes. Flexible power is needed to reliably integrate the large quantities of solar and wind resources
that are expected to come on-line by 2020 to meet the state’s goal for 33% renewable energy. More electric capacity
is being built to meet these needs; but less would be needed if California could reduce its electric requirements.
Presently, water and wastewater agencies use several thousand megawatts of electricity to pump water during hot
summer months, when demand for both water and electricity is at its highest. Using natural gas to offset waterrelated electric demand during these periods could substantially reduce the number of power plants and new or
upgraded high voltage transmission lines needed to keep the lights on in California.
The amount of energy used for water pumping varies significantly from one year to the next, with changes in
hydrology. Natural gas engines are better suited than large central power plants to serve this type of variability, and
they are quicker to develop and much less expensive to install. Using natural gas powered engines for water
pumping:
 Increases fuel diversity, reducing energy supply and price risks for both the water sector and the state;
 Increases operational flexibility and reliable delivery of essential water supplies; and
 Reduces the high costs and adverse environmental impacts of large power plants and high voltage electric
infrastructure that would no longer be needed.
Many water and wastewater agencies already contribute significantly to California’s long-term electric reliability
through energy efficiency, demand response, renewable energy production, and distributed generation. Some
agencies also use natural gas for water pumping during periods of high electric demand. Reducing statewide electric
demand helps to accelerate the shutdown of old, inefficient power plants. Replacing old polluting power plants with
new, efficient natural gas engines would also reduce greenhouse gases. It is a path well worth exploring.
The Role of Natural Gas in California’s
http://www.waterenergyinnovations.com/.
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WATER ISSUES COMMITTEE REPORT
Al Javier, Vice Chair, Chair
javiera@emwd.org

Jennifer Shepardson, Vice Chair
Shepardson_Je@sbcity.org

May 9, 2013 Water Issues Committee Meeting by John Pastore, SCAP
Please join us for our next SCAP Water Issues Committee meeting of the year, which will be held on Thursday, May
9th from 9:30 am to noon at the offices of the Orange County Sanitation District in Fountain Valley. The meeting will
be held jointly with the Tri-TAC Water Committee. A copy of the Tri-TAC agenda can be found here.
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SWRCB Meeting to Discuss a Cadmium Amendment by John Pastore, SCAP
SCAP has been informed that the State Water Board’s Division of Water Quality will soon be hosting a Draft Cadmium
Amendment meeting sometime in early June and has invited the California wastewater associations as well as other
interested parties to participate. It has been nearly 5 years since the State Water Board proposed an amendment to
its policy for implementation of toxics standards for inland surface waters, enclosed bays, and estuaries in order to
establish water quality objectives for cadmium and related implementation measures.
SWRCB Realignment Proposals from POTW Stakeholder Group Update by John Pastore, SCAP
Late last year the State Water Board challenged the regulated community to offer suggestions that the Water Board
could consider to implement changes within its policies and regulations that would result in cost savings to the
regulated community. The Water Board left it up to the wide range of stakeholders, including POTWs, to meet and
come up with an initial proposal by early 2013. Immediately, interested parties representing the POTW community
in California were contacted by CASA’s Bobbi Larson to participate in a workgroup to develop ideas.
The workgroup is made up of knowledgeable agency staff from throughout the state as well as state and regional
wastewater association EOs and EDs. While the group remains small for such an important issue, we encourage any
of you that would like to get involved in these discussions to contact Bobbi Larson (blarson@casaweb.org) or Jackie
Kepke (jkepke@ebmud.com) immediately.
The first meeting of the group resulted in the development of a list of ideas for wastewater agency cost savings and
identified the following potential proposals:
 Issue or requirement associated with POTW costs
 Concept for addressing issue/reducing POTW costs
 Rough estimate of potential savings (low, moderate, major)
A short description of each proposal was then developed by the responsible person(s) and submitted to CASA’s Bobbi
Larson, who then presented the list to the Water Board as an informational item in January.
A second meeting of the group was held on April 2nd and resulted in refinement of the proposal issues and the
forming of subgroups for the purpose of developing specific implementation plans and cost savings estimates for
each proposal issue. Bobbi Larson next reported on the workgroup’s progress at the April 9th Water Board meeting.
The workgroup is meeting this first week in May in order to prioritize the issues for presentation to the Water Board
in June. Specifically, the group will:
1. Discuss Small Group Implementation and Cost information & any changes needed
2. Discuss Economic Checklist and next steps— revisions, sharing with other stakeholder sectors, etc.
3. Identify participants for Meeting with Regional Board representatives— May 13, 10:00 a.m. to noon
4. Identify participants for a future meeting with NGOs.
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WASTEWATER PRETREATMENT COMMITTEE REPORT
Jim Colston, Chair
JColston@ocsd.com

Barbara Sharatz, Vice Chair
BSharatz@sandiego.gov

Tri-TAC Pesticide Steering Committee Update – April 2013
The results from the third round of sampling for the statewide POTW pyrethroid survey are in. The most significant
observation from this round is that detections of pyrethroids in the effluent of about half the plants in the third
sampling group are at concentrations above Hyalella’s LC50. The Steering Committee is meeting in early May to
discuss results in more detail.
The EPA has initiated a registration review on Triclosan with comments due May 28. BACWA/BAPPG is taking the
lead and will try to share with Tri-TAC with enough lead time for review, so that a Tri-TAC comment letter can also be
submitted. The EPA docket for this action can be found here:
The first Water Board pesticides TMDL is underway for the Santa Maria River watershed. The Central Coast Regional
Water Board is proposing to use the UC Davis pyrethroids water quality criteria-like numbers as targets. Although
this TMDL doesn't directly affect POTWs (the only POTW in the watershed is the City of Santa Maria, which
apparently is a zero discharge plant), this could be precedent-setting in that this is the first potential California
adoption of the Central Valley-funded UC Davis pyrethroid water quality criteria-like values. The only other use of
one of these values was in an EPA-established TMDL in Ventura County (which also did not affect POTWs). The UC
Davis values are in the sub-nanogram per liter to nanogram per liter concentration range. Available data, including
the new preliminary data from the PWG funded POTW pyrethroid survey, suggest that undiluted effluents from more
than a few California POTWs may exceed these concentrations. (Note that the any diluting water from urban runoff
and ag areas also contains pyrethroids, usually at concentrations higher than POTW effluent). It will be precedent
setting, and will likely include both a hyalella toxicity target and numeric targets for the pyrethroids in water, based
on the Central valley water quality criteria values calculated by UC Davis.
More information and background documents can be found here:
Misc. Triclosan Articles by John Pastore, SCAP
The AP (5/3, Perrone) reports that although triclosan has been used in US "households for more than 40 years," the
Food and Drug Administration is "just now deciding whether" the germ-killing chemical, which is "found in an
estimated 75 percent of antibacterial liquid soaps and body washes" available in the US, is "ineffective, or worse,
harmful." Later this year, the FDA is "planning to deliver" the results of its triclosan-safety review; and the agency's
"ruling, which will determine whether triclosan continues to be used" in household products, including toothpaste,
"could have implications for a $1 billion industry."
The Minneapolis Star Tribune (5/3, Stoxen) notes that the FDA's "review comes amid growing pressure from
lawmakers, consumer advocates and others who are concerned about the safety of triclosan." For example, the
results from "recent animal studies of triclosan have led scientists to worry that it could case hormone-related
problems in humans including an increase the risk of infertility and early puberty."
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Does Antibacterial Soap Cause More Harm Than Good? FDA to decide after four decades.
An interesting article by CBSNews that can be found by clicking on the following link.
http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-204_162-57582621/does-antibacterial-soap-cause-more-harm-than-good-fda-todecide-after-four-decades/?pageNum=2

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BY: THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO | PUBLIC UTILITIES DEPARTMENT
THE WATER PURIFICATION DEMONSTRATION PROJECT TEAM IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THAT THE PROJECT REPORT WAS PRESENTED TO
THE SAN DIEGO CITY COUNCIL ON TUESDAY, APRIL 23, 2013.
NR&C COMMITTEE OUTCOME
AS YOU MAY KNOW, THE DEMONSTRATION PROJECT FINDINGS WERE PRESENTED TO THE COUNCIL'S NATURAL RESOURCES AND CULTURE
COMMITTEE ON MARCH 20. THE COMMITTEE VOTED 4-0 IN FAVOR OF THE FOLLOWING ACTIONS:
1. ADOPT THE 2013 WATER PURIFICATION DEMONSTRATION PROJECT REPORT AS FULFILLMENT OF THE DEMONSTRATION PROJECT
ELEMENTS OUTLINED IN RESOLUTIONS R-303095 AND R-304434;
2. DIRECT STAFF TO DETERMINE A PREFERRED IMPLEMENTATION PLAN AND SCHEDULE THAT CONSIDERS POTABLE REUSE OPTIONS FOR
MAXIMIZING LOCAL WATER SUPPLY AND REDUCING FLOWS TO POINT LOMA;
3. DIRECT STAFF TO DEVELOP A STRATEGY FOR ALLOCATING POTABLE REUSE COSTS AMONG LOCAL WATER AND WASTEWATER FUNDING
SOURCES;
4. DIRECT STAFF TO DEVELOP A FINANCING PLAN;
5. DIRECT STAFF TO MONITOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF DIRECT POTABLE REUSE REGULATIONS;
6. DIRECT STAFF TO REPORT TO THE NATURAL RESOURCES AND CULTURE COMMITTEE ON THE PROGRESS OF EACH OF THE ABOVE ITEMS
WITHIN 90 DAYS OF THE CITY COUNCIL HEARING;
7. AUTHORIZE THE USE OF REMAINING PROJECT FUNDS TO INITIATE WORK DESCRIBED AS THE "NEXT STEPS."
THE DEMONSTRATION PROJECT TEAM IS MOVING FORWARD WITH THE DIRECTED TASKS AND LOOKS FORWARD TO THE NEXT STEPS IN THE
PROCESS.
PROJECT REPORTS
THE PROJECT FINDINGS, INCLUDING TESTING RESULTS, FULL-SCALE PROJECT COSTS AND FEASIBILITY, ARE AVAILABLE IN THE PROJECT
REPORTS. TO VIEW THE PROJECT REPORTS, CLICK HERE. -- MARSI A. STEIRER, WATER PURIFICATION DEMONSTRATION PROJECT DIRECTOR
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NEWS FROM EMWD
Watermaster Board approved by Court; Approves Management Plan
Perris, CA (April 26, 2013) — A Riverside County Superior Court judge on April 18, 2013, approved the formation of
the Watermaster that will be responsible for the future management of the Hemet/San Jacinto Groundwater Basins.
The Watermaster is a governing body comprised of representatives from four municipal organizations and a private
representative. It is considered a legal arm of the court and a judicial requirement of the stipulated judgment of the
Soboba Band of Luiseño Indians Settlement Act.
The settlement, which was signed by the President on July 31, 2008, centered on the loss of water by the Soboba
Band of Luiseño Indians due to seepage into a Metropolitan Water District of Southern California tunnel that runs
through the San Jacinto Mountains.
The Watermaster is responsible for the ongoing management of the basin and to meet the terms the legal
settlement. It will govern water quality, monitor groundwater production, levy replenishment assessments, monitor
water transfers and establish future safe yields to ensure the long-term sustainability of the basin and surrounding
region. The stipulated judgment establishes and prioritizes water rights, provides a physical solution to eliminate
overdraft and protects the water rights of the Tribe.
A budget – funded by the four municipal agencies – will be created and the Watermaster will be responsible for
hiring legal counsel and an advisor. The Watermaster will provide yearly updates to the court.
The participating agencies are Eastern Municipal Water District, Lake Hemet Municipal Water District and the cities
of Hemet and San Jacinto. A non-elected representative acting on behalf of local groundwater pumpers is also part of
the five-person board.
The five-person, court-approved committee includes: Chairman Frank Gorman (LHMWD), Vice-Chair Linda Krupa
(Hemet), Phil Paule (EMWD), Mark Bartel (San Jacinto) and Bruce Scott (private pumper).
The five alternates are: Rick Hoffman (LHMWD), Larry Smith (Hemet), Randy Record (EMWD), Scott Miller (San
Jacinto) and Steve Pastor (private pumper).
“The formation of this board is a historic moment,” Eastern Municipal Water District President Phil Paule said. “There
is a great responsibility that this committee has embraced in regards to its ongoing management of this program.
“By working hand-in-hand with our neighbors, we can ensure both proper water management for the future and
ongoing partnerships that will help unify our Valley.”
The four public agencies have each invested significant financial resources to ensure the terms of the stipulated
judgment are reached. Formation of the Watermaster also allows the four partnering municipal agencies to move
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forward after more than two decades of work toward the goal of replenishing the San Jacinto Groundwater Basin,
which had been overdrawn by more than 10,000 acre feet of water per year for several decades. One acre foot is
enough to provide two families water for an entire year.
Eastern Municipal Water District will recharge roughly 7,500 acre feet of water into the newly constructed 35-acre
recharge basin on an annual basis. The water is from the State Water Project, purchased from the Metropolitan
Water District of Southern California under the settlement. This will help ensure the Tribe has a guaranteed
groundwater supply in the future.
A water management plan was adopted at the April 22 Watermaster meeting and the board will meet monthly in
perpetuity as part of the judgment. As part of the settlement and land-use approval process by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, the four agencies also invested in more than 400 acres of habitat restoration for the federallyendangered San Bernardino kangaroo rat.
The Soboba Band of Luiseño Indians has previously approved the groundwater management plan. The Watermaster
will next meet on May 29. “This will undoubtedly be a complex project and will not be solved overnight,” Vice-Chair
Linda Krupa said. “But each and every person involved in this project understands how important this process is to
ensuring peace in the Valley and we are fully committed to making it a success for the betterment of our entire
region.”

NEW SCAP MEMBERS
We wish to welcome our newest 2012-13 SCAP members:
City of Chula Vista
City of Huntington Beach
Padre Dam Municipal Water District
Santa Ana Watershed Protection Authority
Noble Americas
Anaergia Services
Jericho Systems, Inc
Helio Power, Inc.
DohertyTech, Inc. – Los Angeles
Facility Process Solutions Consulting, LLC
Thank you for your support!
…… SCAP Staff

Non Sequitur
We should all be concerned about the future because we will have to spend the rest of our lives there.
- Seed for Thought (1949)

22

May 2013

Some of our Supporting SCAP Associate Members

23

