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SCAP’s Two Minutes of Fame
In February 1968 at his first international exhibit in
Stockholm, Sweden, Andy Warhol gave the world his
most famous quote: “In the future everyone will be
famous for 15 minutes”. Considering reality
television, YouTube, Facebook, Twitter and other
social media, Andy’s declaration was prophetic. Now
I cannot get the image of Campbell’s soup cans out
of my head. Following Mr. Warhol’s lead, the EPA
Office of Water provided 80 people with two
minutes of fame. EPA’s Executive Order 13777 is seeking public input on
existing regulations that could be repealed, replaced or modified to make
them less burdensome. The first opportunity to communicate with EPA was
through a two-minute phone call. Thanks to the quick registration keyboard
action by Ann Heil with LACSD, SCAP was able get a spot on the three-hour
phone call. Phil Markle with LACSD helped with the script. SCAP’s twominutes of fame almost didn’t happen. When it was SCAP’s turn to speak,
the Executive Director accidentally hung up the phone instead of picking up
the receiver. After some panicked redialing and pleading with the operator,
he was able to get back on the call. For those who are interested in what I
said, a link to the script is provided on the SCAP website. In short, the
message was that EPA should rescind the improperly promulgated Test of
Significant Toxicity (TST) statistical endpoint guidance, which has been
incorporated into NPDES permits. The regulated communities also have an
opportunity to provide written comments due by electronic submittal on
May 15th. Access the link for more details or to view comments provided so
far:
https://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/office-water-feedback-reducingregulatory-burden.

Ray Miller, Founder/Executive
Director Emeritus
rmiller@scap1.org

The latest news from Washington DC reveals that the EPA’s budget has
only been cut by one percent for now, a mere $81 million below the
current operating level, not the 31 percent that was originally
contemplated by the Trump administration.

Southern California Alliance of
Publicly Owned Treatment Works
P.O. Box 231565
Encinitas, CA 92024-1565
Ph. (760) 479-4880
Fax (760) 479-4881

Good Times at the CWEA Conference in Palm Springs
Once the conference was in full swing it seemed like everyone was having a
good time learning and networking. In between emails and phone calls on
the most current State Water Board initiatives (Mercury, Toxicity and
ELAP), I had a good time at the conference reconnecting with old friends,
meeting new friends and working on signing up new SCAP members.
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It is a tribute to the founders and current management of CWEA that a statewide education and training organization
with over 9,000 members is largly staffed by volunteers. My history with CWEA goes way back to the 70’s when, as a
young kid, I would find the California Water Pollution Control Association (CWPCA) newsletter in the mailbox. CWPCA
changed its name to CWEA in the mid 90’s. My dad was a Sanitary Engineer, hence the CWPCA newsletters in the
mailbox. Once while on a family driving vacation we even stopped at a sewage treatment plant so my dad could talk
to the operator about sludge drying. Needless to say mom, brother and I were not impressed. Hoping for one of my
kids magazines or my older brothers Car and Driver magazines, when I found the CWPCA newsletter in the mail box it
was a dissapointment. Little did I know that one day I would be writing articles for the CWEA San Diego Section
newsletter and eventually the SCAP Monthly Update newsletter. I guess it was destiny…
Sincerely,

Steve Jepsen, Executive Director

Looking for new SCAP members at CWEA AC 17 - photo courtesy of Ralph Palomares
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AIR QUALITY COMMITTEE REPORT
David Rothbart, Chair
drothbart@lacsd.org

Jim Marchese, Vice Chair
jim.marchese@lacity.org

Terry Ahn, Vice Chair
tahn@ocsd.com

LOCAL AIR DISTRICT NEWS AT A GLANCE
Posted meeting dates and proposed new rule development for the following air districts can be found at these sites:
Imperial County APCD
Mojave Desert AQMD
San Diego APCD
Santa Barbara APCD

Ventura County APCD

South Coast AQMD

Note: The next Air Quality Committee meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, June 13 from 10:00 am to 12:00 noon at the
offices of the Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts. All SCAP members are invited to attend.

SCAQMD Public Fleet Legislation (AB 302) by David Rothbart, Chair - LACSD
As you may recall, the Governing Board’s amendment to the AQMP directed SCAQMD staff to seek legislative authority
to authorize SCAQMD to require the accelerated purchase and use of near-zero and zero emission heavy duty on-road
vehicles for public fleets. On April 14, 2017, a proposed assembly bill was presented to the SCAQMD Legislative
Committee for approval. Supervisor Rutherfold and Mayor Pro Tem McCallon objected to the proposed legislation, so
SCAQMD staff will bring this item back to Committee on May 12 th for further discussion. Potential revisions discussed
by these members include: (1) retaining the existing fleet size definition and (2) potentially exempting essential public
services. Due to the significant impact of the proposed legislation, the SCAP Air Committee is tracking and will comment
on this item as opportunities arise.

BIOSOLIDS COMMITTEE REPORT
Tom Meregillano, Co-Chair
TMeregillano@ocsd.org

Diane Gilbert Jones, Co-Chair
diane.gilbert@lacity.org

AB 967 (2017) Biocremation Update -Tom Meregillano, Vice Chair – Orange County Sanitation District (Source
CASA)
The bill passed the Assembly Business and Professions Committee with no opposition. Attached is the amended bill
and the Business and Professions Committee analysis of the bill. The CASA State Legislative Committee will be
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discussing the bill at their upcoming meeting on May 5th. The author accepted most of CASA requested changes on
the biocremation bill. Some of the items point out in the amended bill:







All of CASA technical amendments relating to the sewer disposal prohibition and venues for disposal were
included in the bill;
The amendment making acceptance of hydrolysate voluntary was included in the bill;
There is not an exemption for veterinary purposes, but the language now clarifies in several places that it
only relates to “human” remains;
The author and committee took out the reference to the consulting with the State Water Resources Control
Board for the licensing and regulations for alkaline hydrolysis facilities. This is because there is a total
prohibition on disposal in the sewer; and
The author did not accept the amendment relating to “hydrolyzed remains” (separate from hydrolysate)
being prohibited from disposal in the sewer. This is because there are provisions in the bill relating to
handling hydrolyzed remains that are very prescriptive and require them to only be put into an urn or other
vessel and returned to the family, etc.

SCAP will continue to assist CASA as the bill progresses through the legislative process.
EPA's Office of Water Seeking Feedback on Reducing Regulatory Burden -Tom Meregillano, Vice Chair – Orange
County Sanitation District
Consistent with Executive Order 13777, EPA is seeking public input on existing regulations that could be repealed,
replaced or modified to make them less burdensome. Comments are due by electronic submittal on May 15 th.
Access link for more details: https://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/office-water-feedback-reducing-regulatory-burden.

Biosolids Conferences



W 3170 Annual Meeting in 2017: June 12th – 13th City of Los Angeles, CA
WEFTEC 2017: Sept 30 - Oct 4, Chicago, IL

COLLECTIONS COMMITTEE REPORT
Ralph Palomares, Chair
RPalomares@etwd.com

Dindo Carrillo, Vice Chair
dcarrillo@ocsd.com

Good-bye April and Hello May! by Ralph Palomares, Chair – El Toro Water District
Well I just attended my 30th consecutive CWEA Annual Conference in Palm Springs, where I was one of the staff
photographers onsite.
My first CWPCA Annual Conference was in San Diego at Hotel Circle in 1987 and is just a distant memory now. I still
remember being new to the CWEA conference scene and my boss saying “go to the sessions, learn, and get
involved”. That being said I’m still involved with CWEA and have received all the pins, awards, and certificates that
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you can get for being involved over the years. When I see my old boss today he still says “I told you that you would
like being involved with the organization and the people of water and wastewater and that you would receive all the
awards and gold pins and that one day you would hold training seminars to teach the next generation of wastewater
professionals the do’s and don’ts”.
So today I’m involved with CWEA, the SARBS local section, SCAP (being the collections chairperson for SCAP and
SARBS) along with being involved with the Orange County WDR Committee, where we do local training and
educational seminars for the wastewater professionals in and around Orange County.
It’s sad seeing all my fellow collections friends retire at an alarming rate these past few months, but soon it will be
my time before you know it. I am trying to make it to 40 years so only time will tell.
So back to last week in Palm Springs at the Annual CWEA Conference, there was a lot to see at the exhibits and a lot
to learn in the training sessions. My favorite was the panel of experts explaining that the Regional Water Boards are
looking at agency’s websites to see how their public relations outreach programs cover items such as FOG, the SSMP,
or the do’s and don’ts of flushable wipes. Whether the Water Board is looking or not, it is good if you have programs
available for your customers to read to better educate them on our industry‘s policies and standards.
Lots of awards were given out to local agency’s in the SARBS section so congratulations to all the winners and we will
see you in July for the 2017/18 kick-off for the awards process to start for next year’s April winners. Lots of time and
hard work by all the agencies and their staff are put into the awards process so make sure to thank your staff and
crew members should you win an award. Most winners of CWEA awards are also SCAP members so good job to all. I
would like to thank CWEA and their staff for another great Conference this past week. It was nice seeing our own
Steve Jepsen, the Executive Director of SCAP, manning the booth that had all the SCAP information for all to see and
how to join SCAP.
Also, I would like to thank my agency EL TORO WATER DISTRICT for allowing me the time to take off for this CWEA
Annual Conference once again making it my 30th consecutive conference since 1987.

Ralph Palomares
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2017 CWEA Annual Conference and WDR Letter to SWRCB by Dindo Carrillo, Vice Chair - OCSD
The CWEA Palm Springs conference was another success. The Collection System education tracks were very popular
since it provided updates from the State Water Board and CASA. A CASA letter was recently sent to the State Water
Board asking for clarification regarding the SSS WDR Order. The letter included the following: Reconvene the Data
Review Group; Make CIWQS consistent with the five year SSO record retention requirement; Better align the 2 year
audit and 5 year recertification requirements; SSMP change log clarifications; Sewer use ordinance review; State preinspection questionnaire; SSO recordkeeping checklist, etc.
The Data Review Group was formed when the SSS WDR Order was first implemented. The task of the group was to
review and improve CIWQS. Some of its accomplishments included creating a CIWQS Dischargers User Guide and
the Operational Performance report. It was recently disbanded a couple of years ago and since then CIWQS hasn’t
seen any improvements. The goal is to reconvene the DRG and continue the partnership between SWRCB and the
WDR Stakeholders in improving CIWQS.
The five year SSO record retention requirements in the SSS WDR order can be found on page 9, section E. WDR
stakeholders have been following this record retention requirement, however, CIWQS continues to store and have
SSO reports accessible beyond the 5 year record retention requirement. The goal is to have CIWQS remove or store
SSO records that are more than 5 years old outside of CIWQS so that its consistent with the SSS WDR Order.
The current SSS WDR Order requires its enrollees to conduct 2 year audits and 5 year recertification of their SSMPs.
As a consequence of this 2 year audit and 5 year recertification, year six audit for Enrollees can come just one year
after the last SMSP re-adoption resulting in inefficient use of resources. The proposal is to have the SWRCB interpret
the SSS WDR Order language to say that audits must be scheduled two years from the recertification date of the
SSMP by a Governing Board.
These are only a few of the items learned from the Annual Conference. Stay tuned for more information in the
future.

ENERGY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE REPORT
Pietro Cambiaso, Chair
Pcambias@ieua.org

Ray Bennett, Vice Chair
Bennett@irwd.com

Transition from Net Energy Metering 1.0 to Net Energy Metering 2.0 by Pietro Cambiaso, Chair - IEUA
July 1, 2017 is the start date of the Net Energy Metering (NEM) 2.0 for Southern California Edison (SCE). Customers
are still eligible for NEM 1.0 if a complete application is submitted to SCE prior to the June 30, 2017 deadline; if
incomplete, the application will be automatically transferred to NEM 2.0, and placed into an “un-submitted” status.
San Diego Gas & Electric’s (SDG&E) and Pacific Gas and Electric Company’s (PG&E) customers are no longer eligible
for NEM 1.0 since the NEM cap was respectively reached in June 2016 and December 2016.
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Customers may also select to currently apply to NEM 2.0; however, SCE will not issue a Permit to Operate until the
NEM 2.0 becomes effective. The table below lists the main differences between the two programs.
NEM 1.0

NEM 2.0

Retail Rate Credit For Export

Yes

Yes

Tariff Program Grandfathering
Period

20 Years

20 Years

Non-bypassable Charges
(NBCs)

Based on the “netted out”
quantity of energy consumed
from the grid

Based on the “netted out”
quantity of energy consumed
in each metered interval

1 MW‐AC System Cap

Yes

No

(the system must be sized to
the customer’s onsite load)

(the system must be sized to
the customer's onsite load)

Waived

Yes

Interconnection Fee

$75 for systems 1 MW‐AC or
less
$800 for systems > 1 MW
Mandatory Time of Use (TOU)
Rates

No

Yes
(certain exceptions apply)

Consistent with the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) D.17-01-006, non-residential NEM 1.0 solar
customers are eligible to maintain their existing TOU time periods for a duration of 10 years from the permit to
operate date, but not beyond July 31, 2027. The overall NEM program will be grandfathered for 20 years.
Southern California Edison’s outreach campaign on the transition from NEM 1.0 to NEM 2.0 includes NEM Cap
tracking, eligibility, TOU options, applications and forms. www.sce.com/nem.
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WATER ISSUES COMMITTEE REPORT
Al Javier, Chair
javiera@emwd.org

Lyndy Lewis, Vice Chair
Lewis@irwd.com

New Mercury Plan Policy Adopted by SWRCB by Steve Jepsen, SCAP
On May 2nd the State Water Board voted to adopt the Water Quality Control Plan for Inland Surface Waters, Enclosed
Bays, and Estuaries of California – Tribal and Subsistence Fishing Beneficial Uses and Mercury Provisions. It is a long
title and a very long plan, which will establish three beneficial uses, five mercury water quality objectives to protect
humans and wildlife, and a program of implementation. The Provisions will apply to all inland surface waters,
enclosed bays, and estuaries of the state, but its water quality objectives generally do not supersede site-specific
mercury objectives and its implementation provisions do not supersede applicable total maximum daily loads. CASA,
BACWA, CVCWA and SCAP members commented on the plan and testified at the May 2nd hearing. Changes were
being made to the plan as late as 6:49 pm the night before the hearing. As of May 18, the final plan has not been
released.
Implementation provisions include: water column translators to translate fish tissue concentrations to water column
concentrations for use in individual non-storm water NPDES permitting; a revised reasonable potential analysis;
routine monitoring; permit requirements for stormwater discharges; waste discharge requirements for mine sites;
and considerations for nonpoint source discharges; dredging activities; and wetland projects. The concern for POTWs
is that extremely low mercury levels for plant discharges will be required. The good news is that State Water Board
has acknowledged that POTWs are not a significant source of mercury and that the plan needs to be implemented by
the Regional Water Boards at which time the POTW community will have another opportunity to provide input in
implementation.
A link to the SWRCB webpage is here: http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/mercury/

WASTEWATER PRETREATMENT COMMITTEE REPORT
Mark Kawamoto, Chair
MKawamoto@ocsd.com

Barbara Sharatz, Vice Chair
BSharatz@sandiego.gov

Regulatory Update by Mark Kawamoto, Chair – OCSD


In accordance with Executive Order 13777, EPA began a process to solicit public input on ways to reduce the
existing regulatory burden. Comments are due May 15, 2017. For more information, please see the
following website: https://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/office-water-feedback-reducing-regulatory-burden



So far, no word on the fate of the Dental Category….
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Upcoming Training Opportunity – NACWA’s 2017 National Pretreatment and Pollution Prevention Workshop by
Mark Kawamoto, Chair – OCSD
For Pretreatment staff, there is a great opportunity to learn the latest regulatory developments and to meet with
other Pretreatment professionals throughout the United States. NACWA’s National Pretreatment and Pollution
Prevention Workshop will be held May 16 – 19 in San Antonio, Texas. On May 16, NACWA is offering three training
courses: Pretreatment 101 – Introduction to the Pretreatment Program for Wastewater Utilities; Advanced Local
Limits; and How to Triage your FOG Program. On the other days, there will be panels and presentations on the
Dental Category; Whole Effluent Toxicity (WET) testing; Total Dissolved Solids; public outreach; Fats, Oils, and Grease;
and Nondispersible Wipes.

MEETING SCHEDULE
May/June Meetings/Workshops/Conferences:



SCAP Energy Committee Meeting: May 16, 9:00 am to 12:00 pm, IEUA



Southern California Municipal Forum - Trenchless Tech: May 23, 8:30 am to 4:00 pm, Long Beach Water
Department. Agenda and Registration Here



SCAP Board of Director’s Meeting: June 16, 9:30 am to 12:00 pm, LACSD



SCAP Air Committee Meeting: June 13, 10:00 am to 12:00 pm, LACSD



SARBS 2017 Summer Collections Seminar: June 28, 7:30 am to 3:30 pm, Orange County Banquet Center

Non Sequitur
“The Human Brain is a wonderful thing. It’s working the moment you are born, and never stops until you
stand up to speak in public.”
- the Rave Central
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