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Executive Director’s Message
SPRING TRAINING HAS ARRIVED!

ARRIVEDERCI GREG!
CALIFORNIA’S WATER CRISIS, WHAT’S NEW?
Welcome to Spring 2013! I hope everyone had a
wonderful Easter this past weekend and were able
to spend some quality time with your families, while
enjoying a little warmer weather.
And just as surely as death and taxes, the warmer
weather signals the start of baseball—“America’s
Great Pastime”. Every year before the start of each
season, baseball teams must go through a rigorous
exercise regime called spring training in order to prepare for the upcoming
season. During this time we continually hear the old adage “Hope Springs
Eternal!” That is because all of the teams have spent countless hours
training and planning for the start of the regular season and everyone has
high expectations for the coming season.
Because our public agencies typically work on a fiscal year basis, it seems
that April ends up being our “spring training”, representing the start of the
busiest period of the year for many of us. With new budget planning
underway and old projects finishing up, it definitely is not “business as
usual”. Just like in baseball, our agencies will endure setbacks and victories
throughout the year and some will come out on top while others may end
up losing their managers. Our job here at SCAP [sometimes known as the
“Southern California League”] is to make sure we provide all of you with
the informational tools you need to survive the long season and be there
when it feels you are down to your last out in the ninth inning.
As in baseball, the beginning of this season [I mean calendar year] has seen
many familiar faces at the management level retire or move on to new
teams [agencies] and has similarly resulted in just as many new faces taking
their places. I have had the good fortune of being able to meet many of
you, whether in person or by phone, and look forward to developing long
lasting relationships that will last for more than a single season. With that
said, we say so long to one of the truly good guys in the wastewater
industry in Greg Adams, who is retiring form LACSD after a long and
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brilliant career. For more information on Greg’s career and contributions to SCAP, please browse the air committee
page of the newsletter. And as a final warm up exercise, I strongly encourage you to read through the following
thought provoking article by one of my colleagues on the changing landscape of water policy in California.
California’s Water Crisis by Joe Monaco, Dudek
In last May’s edition of the SCAP newsletter, I wrote an article on seawater desalination, which specifically addressed
the environmental and regulatory hurdles involved in getting a desal plant online in California. In this article, I want
to shift focus to provide a broader context of policy and regulatory issues, including those that affect a necessary
evolution of how we view water supply issues. This article also provides an overview of the complexities involved in
balancing a plurality of interests and concerns in planning for California’s water future, including environmental,
social and economic considerations.
The major water supply and delivery systems in California were developed in the early to middle decades of the last
century, and were developed in a series of piecemeal actions that were intended to address specific needs, without a
comprehensive and integrated planning process. Some of these major facilities include the Los Angeles Aqueduct,
the Hetch Hetchy dam and aqueduct, the State Water Project, Central Valley Water Project, and Colorado River
Aqueduct. These projects changed the California landscape and helped build California’s economy into the eighth
largest in the world. But they also resulted in substantial adverse consequences to the environment that have come
into sharper focus in recent years, and which threaten the very economic prosperity that was fueled by their
inception. Below are images of the Hetch Hetchy Valley before and after construction of the dam, taken from the
Sierra Club website. It was the construction of the reservoir that prompted a call to action among environmental
interests resulting in the foundation of the Sierra Club.

In addition to the historic and ongoing environmental consequences of our water infrastructure, as facilities age, they
become more susceptible to reliability threats. In addition to all of that, these water systems lack the capacity to
keep pace with growth demands in the 21st Century. A brief summary of some of these issues follows:
Wetlands and native freshwater fisheries: California’s water supply procurement has resulted in substantial
reductions in wetland acreages. Estimates of wetland losses in the Central Valley area are on the order of 95%.
These losses occurred through the process of land reclamation and water diversion that was incentivized by the
federal government. In addition to these historic impacts, ongoing effects include direct mortality and habitat loss of
fisheries that depend on surface waters, such as streams, lakes, and rivers. These effects continue despite federal
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and state regulatory protections for the most sensitive species. And as surface water sources become scarcer, the
conflict between water supply and fisheries is likely to increase.

Source: Public Policy Institute of California
Correcting some of these environmental effects has had, and will continue to have substantial economic effects as
well, including the estimated tens of billions of dollars it may take to fix the Bay Delta, and other remedial actions
such as LADWP’s $1.2 billion (and counting) expenditure to mitigate for hazardous dust conditions on Owens Lake
resulting from water diversions into the Los Angeles Aqueduct.
Reliability: California’s existing water storage and conveyance systems currently face risks of damage and failure due
to the age and condition of the systems, as well as threats posed by natural
disasters. Risks are also related to the extensive geographic range of these
systems that convey water for hundreds of miles from one end of the state to the
other; most of the precipitation in the state falls in the less populated northern
and mountain areas, while most of the population and water demand exists in
the southern regions. We therefore rely heavily on snow pack for storage, and
extensive infrastructure to move water from supply source to demand centers,
which magnifies the risk and consequences of infrastructure failure. Overdraft of
groundwater basins poses another threat to reliability. Changing conditions
including reductions in recharge and increases in demand and pumping can lead to permanent changes such as
seawater intrusion or elevated mineral and contaminant levels, which can threaten the future of these resources.
Climate Change Adaptation: Despite efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in California, the effects of climate
change may well be irreversible, and adaptation measures must be pursued. Effects of climate
change on water supply include reduced snowpack storage, accelerated runoff, prolonged or
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recurrent drought, and other factors that may affect overall water supply quantities and cyclical availability. The
structural changes in water supply and demand dynamics posed by climate change cannot be adequately or
effectively addressed with current water management policies and practices, and new approaches and strategies are
critically important.
Population Growth: Even conservative population growth estimates indicate that the state will see a population
count of over 50 million by the middle of the century – a rate which will outpace existing water supplies, even with
improvements in conservation. A related and important policy question is: how much conservation is enough? And
what are the quality of life and economic implications associated with adjusting to reduced consumption? For
example, if economic incentives or penalties are used, they can involve socio-economic disparities that may not be
politically acceptable.
Public Perception and Engagement: To the general public, water and wastewater infrastructure issues tend to be
invisible, that is, until there is a problem, or an increase in rates. Unlike some other public infrastructure such as
transportation, the daily public experience with water and wastewater is less tangible. It begins and ends with a turn
of the faucet or flush of the toilet, with very little understanding or appreciation of what happens beyond that
interface. Instituting major policy changes is often stymied by ill-informed public perception issues. A clear example
of this dynamic was the sound rejection of potable reuse in San Diego in the 1990’s – dubbed “toilet-to-tap”.
What’s the Solution?
There is no silver bullet – addressing California’s complex water supply and delivery issues into the future will require
innovative thinking to develop and implement integrated water management solutions. California water managers
are at the forefront of these issues, and are making strides on the planning and engineering side by developing
portfolio-based approaches to securing their agencies’ water future. But regulatory and policy processes lag behind.
Policy and regulation in California is notoriously complex, and more notably, has not proven to be nimble in
addressing fast changing circumstances, the likes of which we are experiencing with water supply issues. So that
brings us back to desal… as well as similar regulatory and policy challenges that exist for reuse.
Desalination: An integrated approach to water supply management in California will inevitably include seawater
desalination as a component – the size and amount of which depends on the location,
supply status and other factors affecting the localized supply and demand. As I had
mentioned in my May 2012 article, there are numerous projects that have been in various
stages of development in California for many years, but only one regional-scale desalination
facility has been fully entitled – the Poseidon Resources facility – a 50 million gallon per day
plant that is currently under construction in Carlsbad, and which took over ten years to
navigate through the entitlement and permitting process. While the process to obtain the
necessary approvals is not the only consideration in bringing seawater desalination into our
water supply portfolios, it can present some of the most challenging issues, and can take
years to reach the finish line.
Delays in processing and approvals for desalination are mainly due to constraints related to the protection of
sensitive biological resources and the burden of multiple and complex regulatory requirements. But beyond the
technical issues lies a more critical concern – that permitting regulations in California have become “siloed.”
Statutory and regulatory controls apply only to discrete aspects of the typical overall desalination plant, for example,
water supply, coastal development, water quality, energy consumption, climate change, air quality, and specialstatus species protection. These issues cannot be adequately addressed in isolation from one another.
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Reuse: California currently discharges roughly 3.5 million acre-feet of treated wastewater effluent into the Pacific
Ocean on an annual basis. The Department of Water Resources anticipates an increase in the amount of recycling by
nearly 4 fold by 2030, which would capture about 70% of the current discharge. But for that to happen, significant
changes would be necessary – including changes in regulatory restrictions, changes in public perception and
acceptance, and changes in funding allocations to make projects happen.
New regulations for potable reuse are currently being developed by the Department of Public Health (DPH), based on
direction provided by the legislature in SB 918 signed into law in 2010. The law requires DPH to adopt new indirect
potable reuse (IPR) regulations by the end of this year, and requires investigation on the feasibility of developing
direct potable reuse (DPR) by the end of 2016.
Changes in public perception are also evolving. In the City of San Diego, the seemingly doomed proposal for reuse
has recently turned a corner. The City constructed an $11.8 million pilot water purification
demonstration project in 2011, and through its operation, the City has demonstrated that
recycled wastewater would be more clean and pure than San Diego’s current supply of
potable water. In late March of this year, the City’s Natural Resources and Culture
Committee voted unanimously to have city staff develop a plan, schedule and cost estimate
for developing a full-scale water recycling system, which came at the support of unusual
allies including business, environmental and labor organizations. Polls show that 73
percent of San Diego citizens now support the concept of reuse.
Outlook
Although changes are occurring, more work needs to be done to accelerate expansion of supply options such as
desalination and reuse. Regulatory evolution or reform is a key element to achieving such expansion, and should be
made a higher priority of the State.
Regulatory and permitting approaches to desalination and reuse should have to balance the same broad base of
issues that local water and wastewater agencies, and likewise local government in general, are responsible for
considering. Too often, agencies with regulatory and permitting authority over desalination and reuse are charged
with a limited set of responsibilities, and agency staff do not have, or are not afforded the ability to consider such
issues that are outside of the laws, regulations or policies within their purview. Inability to balance competing but
interrelated interests can lead to extended and iterative analyses, studies, project revisions, costs, and other factors
that contribute to delays in projects. As an example, a desalination facility has the potential to impact marine
organisms through the intake of seawater – an effect that is highly scrutinized and controlled by the California
Coastal Commission, the Regional Water Quality Control Boards, and the State Lands Commission. However, the
historic and ongoing effects of freshwater diversions on native fisheries, while tightly regulated, allows an arguably
more permissive standard of impacts. And there typically is no process for weighing or balancing those impacts in
considering desalinated water supply as a replacement to surface water supplies.
Taking a broad and integrated view of water supply and delivery could expand considerations on how to reconcile
water supply and reliability concerns with land use planning and environmental protection issues. New or amended
laws or regulations that would resolve or override conflicting provisions of existing laws could be a mechanism to
clarify and prioritize the state’s objectives in balancing the complex issues surrounding water supply and reliability.
Change would require bringing these issues to the attention of the legislature, enacting statutory revisions, and
ensuring proper implementation by the regulatory agencies – no easy task. But without substantial changes in the
status quo, California’s water system is increasingly at risk, and the consequences of failure are severe.
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Comments?
If you would like to leave a comment about content or layout of this newsletter, please feel free to contact us at
SCAP.

A Beautiful Spring Day Over Lake Elsinore!
Photo courtesy of Ralph Palomares

Clean Water Summit Partners Update by John Pastore, SCAP
The next California Clean Water Summit Partners Meeting has been scheduled for May 1, 2013 in Sacramento. Cris
Carrigan, Director of the Water Board Office of Enforcement, has agreed to join us for the next Summit meeting as
our guest speaker.
Governor Brown Announces Appointments
SACRAMENTO – Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. has announced the following appointments.
Tam Doduc, 46, of Sacramento, has been appointed to the State Water Resources Control Board, where she has
served since 2005. Doduc has held multiple positions at the California Environmental Protection Agency since 2000,
including deputy secretary for environmental quality, assistant secretary for air and chemical programs, assistant
secretary for agriculture and chemical programs and assistant secretary for technology certification. She was an air
resources engineer at the California Air Resources Board from 1997 to 2000 and was special assistant to the secretary
at the California Environmental Protection Agency from 1995 to 1997. Doduc was a water resources engineer at the
State Water Resources Control Board from 1994 to 1995 and was special assistant to the secretary at the California
Environmental Protection Agency from 1993 to 1994. She was a water resources engineer at the State Water
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Resources Control Board from 1989 to 1992. Doduc has been a registered professional civil engineer since 1995. She
earned a Master of Business Administration degree from the University of California, Berkeley and a Master of
Science degree in Civil Engineering from California State University, Sacramento. This position requires Senate
confirmation and the compensation is $128,109. Doduc is registered decline-to-state.
Frances Spivy-Weber, 68, of Redondo Beach, has been appointed to the State Water Resources Control Board, where
she has served since 2007. Spivy-Weber was a consultant to Los Angeles Deputy Mayor Nancy Sutley in 2006 and
executive director for policy at the Mono Lake Committee from 1997 to 2006. She served as director of international
programs at the National Audubon Society from 1983 to 1992 and legislative assistant at the Animal Welfare Institute
from 1978 to 1982. Spivy-Weber earned a Master of Arts degree in international relations from the Johns Hopkins
School for Advanced International Studies. This position requires Senate confirmation and the compensation is
$128,109. Spivy-Weber is a Democrat.
Governor Brown also announced the following changes to the State Water Resources Control Board. Both changes
will become effective upon the retirement of Board Chair Charles R. Hoppin in April.
Dorene D’Adamo, 52, of Stanislaus, will be appointed to the Board. D’Adamo has been senior policy advisor for
Congressman Jim Costa since 2013. She was senior policy advisor for Congressman Dennis Cardoza from 2003 to
2012 and was legal counsel for Congressman Gary Condit from 1994 to 2003. D’Adamo was a visiting instructor at
California State University, Stanislaus from 1992 to 1998 and an associate attorney at the Law Offices of Perry and
Wildman from 1992 to 1994. She was a policy consultant at Dee Dee D’Adamo Consulting from 1991 to 1992 and
legislative director for Congressman Gary Condit from 1990 to 1991. D’Adamo was assistant legislative director at
the California Youth Authority from 1988 to 1990 and legal counsel at the Assembly Committee on Public Safety from
1986 to 1988. She was legislative director for the Assembly assistant majority leader from 1985 to 1986. D’Adamo
has served on the California Air Resources Board since 1999 and the California Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley
since 2007. She earned a Juris Doctorate degree from the University of the Pacific, McGeorge School of Law. This
position requires Senate confirmation and the compensation is $128,109. D’Adamo is a Democrat.
Felicia Marcus, 57, of Emeryville, will assume the position of Board Chair for the State Water Resources Control
Board. Marcus has served on the State Water Resources Control Board since 2012. She was the western director for
the Natural Resources Defense Council from 2008 to 2012 and was executive vice president and chief operating
officer at the Trust for Public Land from 2001 to 2008. Marcus served as the regional administrator at the U.S. EPA
Region IX from 1993 to 2001. She was commissioner and president at the Los Angeles Board of Public Works from
1989 to 1993. Marcus served on the Delta Stewardship Council from 2010 to 2012 and currently serves as an
appointee to the Commission on Environmental Cooperation-Joint Public Advisory Council (US, Mexico, Canada). She
earned a Juris Doctorate degree from New York Univeristy School of Law. The designation as chair does not require
Senate confirmation and the salary is $132,179. Marcus is a Democrat.
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AIR QUALITY COMMITTEE REPORT
Kris Flaig, Chair
kris.flaig@lacity.org

Greg Adams, Vice Chair
gadams@lacsd.org

LOCAL AIR DISTRICT NEWS AT A GLANCE
Posted meeting dates and proposed new rule development for the following air districts can be found at these sites:
Imperial County APCD
Mojave Desert AQMD
San Diego APCD
Santa Barbara APCD

Ventura County APCD

South Coast AQMD

SCAP’s Legendary Air Quality Committee Vice Chair-Greg Adams to Retire by John Pastore, SCAP
Without question, the heart and soul of SCAP’s Air Quality Committee has always been LACSD’s Greg Adams. In the
21 year history of SCAP no other
person has served on a committee for as long a period.
Greg first became involved with the
inception in 1992 and has somehow
of this month, when he plans to
Greg’s career began with LACSD in
uncanny ability to understand the
issues on not only the local and
well.

Air Quality committee upon SCAP’s
managed to stay engaged until the end
step out the door towards retirement.
1973 and has evolved around his
complex world of regulatory air
state level, but the national level as

No one while will ever say Greg’s beginnings in the world of air compliance were prehistoric
[except maybe his co-worker David Rothbart], but it is worth mentioning that the South Coast
AQMD did not come into existence until 1976, a full 3 years after Greg started his career at LACSD.
Perhaps no one in southern California has seen the financial impacts to essential public services
that tighter air regulations have caused over the last 40 years as has Greg. From the beginning of
AQMD’s fight against smog, the fight against major toxic pollutants such as lead, ozone and carbon
monoxide, to AQMD’s current fight against major stationary sources, Greg has proven to be a
stalwart in challenging the fairness of many of these air regulations by constantly reminding regulators of the cost
trickle-down effect to the public, while the much greater pollutant threat remains the mobile sources within the
basin.
When I first became engaged with the air committee meetings in 2006, I was overwhelmed with the magnitude and
number of issues confronting our agencies and would come away from the meetings with a sense of impending
doom. But no matter how bad it got, there was Greg day after day emphatically pleading to anyone who would listen
about the importance of standing up to fight for the rights of essential public services threatened by many harshly
restrictive regulations. While many individuals shrink from confrontation, Greg thrives on it and is not easily
intimidated, as can be seen by the above photo taken from his first day on the job. What I can’t figure out though, is
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whether the look on Greg’s face is simply disdain for having his picture taken or if he is already overwhelmed by the
prospect of spending the next 40 years involved with air regulatory issues.
Regardless, we are all going to miss Greg upon his retirement, especially his wisdom and his enthusiasm. Please join
me in wishing him nothing but the best of health and good fortune in the future.
Continuing Litigation on SCAQMD Credit Banks by David Rothbart, LACSD
On July 24, 2012, Communities for a Better Environment and California Citizens Against Toxics challenged EPA’s
approval of SCAQMD Rule 1315 (Priority Reserve Emission Credits). If EPA does not prevail, this litigation could
potentially cause another SCAQMD permit moratorium. SCAP has hired former SCAQMD counsel, Curtis L. Coleman,
to prepare and file an amicus brief supporting EPA’s approval of the rule on February 22, 2013.
Litigation on SCAQMD Rule 317 and SJVAPCD Rule 3170 by David Rothbart, LACSD
The Natural Resources Defense Council and Communities for a Better Environment recently challenged EPA’s
approval of both SCAQMD Rule 317 and SJVAPCD Rule 3170. These rules implement an alternative compliance
strategy to satisfy Section 185 of the federal Clean Air Act. Section 185 levels a fee on “major” stationary sources in
severe and extreme ozone non-attainment areas if they cannot achieve certain emissions reductions. Without this
alternative compliance strategy, “major” stationary sources in the South Coast Air Basin would have been liable for
$30 million in added fees, each year, with an annual escalator, until the air basin comes into attainment with the 1hour standard, estimated now to be 2023.
The EPA has elected to litigate Rule 3170 prior to SCAQMD Rule 317, which will probably determine the fate of the
alternative compliance strategy contained in both rules. Accordingly, on March 28th the SCAP Board of Directors
elected to engage attorney, Curtis L. Coleman, to prepare and file an amicus brief supporting EPA’s approval of Rule
3170.

BIOSOLIDS COMMITTEE REPORT
Matt Bao, Chair
mbao@lacsd.org

Tom Meregillano, Vice Chair
TMeregillano@ocsd.org

Diane Gilbert Jones, Vice Chair
diane.gilbert@lacity.org

Biosolids Workshop at CWEA Annual Conference by Matt Bao, LACSD
Several SCAP committee members and representatives from several biosolids management facilities will be
presenting at the biosolids workshop, Managing Your Biosolids In Tough Economic Times, at the CWEA Annual
Conference in Palm Springs on Tuesday, April 16th. The workshop is designed to give biosolids managers, O&M staff,
engineers, vendors and regulators the latest information for decision making in today’s economy. Key questions that
will be addressed at the workshop include:




What impacts are the current economic and regulatory conditions having on the industry?
How is the industry adapting to these conditions?
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What are the lessons learned about biosolids reuse/disposal in today’s economy?
What approaches are municipalities using to control costs?
What management options are available for reducing costs?
What are the new technologies and disposal/reuse options?
What are the factors in comparing/evaluating those options?
What regulatory issues exist or are on the horizon?

For more information, please download the workshop brochure, which can be found at the following link.
Kern County Measure E by Tom Meregillano, OCSD
On March 12th, the California Court of Appeal for the Fifth Appellate District granted the requests of CASA, its coPlaintiffs and several other parties to publish its opinion affirming the preliminary injunction against the Kern County
ordinance that bans the land application of biosolids (Measure E). CASA argued that publication of the opinion is
essential to clarifying an unsettled area of law that is of continuing public interest, and was necessary in order to
establish a legal precedent that promotes the continuation of sustainable biosolids management. In its order, the
Court of Appeal found that the previously non-published opinion meets the standards for publication specified in
California Rules of Court, and ordered that the opinion be certified for publication, in its entirety, in the official
reports. As a result, courts and parties may now cite to and rely upon the opinion in other cases going forward. Kern
has recently indicated that it intends to file a petition for review of the opinion by the California Supreme Court,
which would be due on April 22, 2013. (Source Greg Kester, CASA)
AB 371 (Salas) – Sewage Sludge: Kern County By Tom Meregillano, OCSD
Referred to the Environmental Safety and Toxic Material Committee in the State Assembly in March, this bill
authorizes the Kern County Board of Supervisors, upon a majority vote, to regulate or prohibit by ordinance, in a
manner more stringent than state or federal law and in a nondiscriminatory manner, the land application of sewage
sludge in unincorporated areas in the jurisdiction of the county. The bill essentially circumvents what has been
litigated over the past seven years in response to the voter-approved Measure E, which attempted the same ban.
CASA, City of Los Angeles, Los Angeles Sanitation District, and Orange County Sanitation District are taking action to
oppose this bill, which is scheduled to be heard in committee on April 2 nd. Bill information and CASA’s opposition
letter is available upon request.
Mine Reclamation Project using Southern California biosolids to begin in May by Tom Meregillano, OCSD
Synagro has been awarded a contract by USEPA Region 9 to use biosolids compost (all derived with California
biosolids) in a superfund mine reclamation project near Prescott, AZ. The project will begin in May 2013. This is a
tremendous opportunity, which will hopefully lead to many more similar projects. It is a direct result of the
Superfund workshop at Region 9 in November 2012, which included real life successes using biosolids to reclaim
superfund mine sites elsewhere in the nation by Drs. Rufus Chaney and Sally Brown. Congratulations to Synagro for
being awarded the contract and recognitions to Orange County Sanitation District and South Orange County
Wastewater Authority for providing biosolids for the project. (Source Greg Kester, CASA)
CalRecycle Workshop Update by Tom Meregillano, OCSD
On March 18th, CalRecycle held a public workshop in Sacramento on their proposed regulations for anaerobic
digestion and composting. The language related to their exclusion for POTWs accepting hauled in organic waste
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received minimal comment. There are no issues at this point regarding the exclusion language; however, there are
several issues related to the compost regulations (California Code of Regulations Tile 14) that may need further
examination that are referenced below (http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/Laws/Rulemaking/Compost/default.htm):





17582(a) 24.5 (page 10 lines 3 – 17) limits land application on a site to once in a 12 month period and could
require CDFA approval of all land application activities.
17855.2 (page 14 lines 5 – 13) prohibits all introduction of slaughterhouse waste including blood and
carcasses from composting facilities.
17868.1 (page 19 lines 14 – 16) requires sample results for metals and pathogens prior to any compost
leaving the site.
17896.31 (page 34 lines 53 – 59) prohibits the introduction slaughterhouse waste into anaerobic digestion.

Due to the large turnout and number of questions, CalRecycle extended the comment from March 29th to April 30th,
and scheduled two informal workshops to discuss revisions to the Title 14 and Title 27 Compostable
Materials/Transfer Processing Rulemaking:



April 11, 2013 (9:00 AM to 11:00 AM) at the CalEPA Building in the Coastal Hearing Room. The purpose of
the informal workshop is to obtain stakeholder input on the in-vessel digestion regulations (pages 23-44 of
the consolidated draft regulation text).
April 16, 2013 (1:30 PM to 3:30 PM) at the CalEPA Building in the Byron Sher Auditorium. The meeting will be
a continuation of the question and answer session held during the March 18, 2013 meeting regarding
revisions to Title 14 and Title 27. (Source Greg Kester, CASA)

March 7th SCAP Biosolids Committee Meeting by John Pastore, SCAP
On March 7th SCAP held its first Biosolids Committee meeting of the year, which was hosted by Vice Chair Diane
Gilbert Jones from the City of Los Angeles at its Green Acres Farm Facility near Bakersfield in Kern County. 18 brave
souls endured the long drive and spotty weather to attend one the most interesting and educational biosolids
meetings ever held by SCAP. A brief meeting was conducted to catch up on business and listen to representatives
from the City’s contract operator, Responsible Biosolids Management (RBM), who explained the ins-and-outs of
operating a 4,688 farm using land applied Class A biosolids. After the presentations, the committee participants were
provided a guided tour of the farming process by City’s Farmer, Robert Fanucchi.

Looking out over a newly prepared field awaiting soon to be applied Class A biosolids
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City’s Farmer, Robert Fanucchi explaining the planting and harvesting of alfalfa

I cannot say enough towards the work the City of Los Angeles’ Bureau of Sanitation has accomplished putting this
successful biosolids program together. Acquired for the management of land applied Class A biosolids, Green Acres
Farm has become an internationally renowned example of the benefits that land applied biosolids can provide to a
community. The City’s operations comprised of RBM and Fanucchi Farming, is made up of well-educated and
experienced workers that are dedicated to making the Farm environmentally friendly as well as profitable.

An undeveloped portion of the Farm

Entrance into Green Acres Farm

Throughout the year non-food crops such as wheat, oats, milo, sudan grass, alfalfa and corn are grown based upon a
rotational schedule that takes into consideration not only the permit requirements but the time of year as well. After
crops are harvested, they are sold as feedstock to local dairies. The Farm has been a beneficial reuse site for
reclaimed water generated by the City of Bakersfield since 1989. The use of the reclaimed water is governed by the
Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board Order No. 88-172. All crops are surface irrigated with reclaimed
water using a border check system. When reclaimed water quantities are insufficient to satisfy crop demands, there
are two other sources available:
1. Groundwater, which is pumped to the surface through a network of on-site wells
2. Water purchased from Kern Water District
The objectives of the Farm include the following:
 Managing biosolids in an environmentally sound, acceptable, and cost-effective manner
 Complying with all applicable federal, state and local laws and regulations
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Beneficially using Exceptional Quality Biosolids
Maintaining a site that conforms to national Biosolids EMS standards
Requiring our land appliers to comply with the provisions of the CWEA Manual

It is my intention to dedicate a featured article on the history and operation of the Green Acres Farm in an upcoming
SCAP Newsletter, as I believe this an important and valuable story that needs to be shared.

COLLECTIONS COMMITTEE REPORT
Ralph Palomares, Chair
RPalomares@etwd.com

Dindo Carrillo, Vice Chair
dcarrillo@ocsd.com

Collection Systems Committee Update by Ralph Palomares, El Toro WD
Well spring break is here for many of us and that means it’s time for opening day of baseball, the Long Beach Grand
Prix and of course our taxes have to get done. I won’t report on the WDR or SSMP this time, as I will give that a
break this month, besides my co-chair, Dindo from OCSD, has an article on just that issue that affects us all in this
industry.
On another note, I am sure that you have heard or read about the banning or at least the attempt to ban fire rings in
Corona Del Mar and Newport Beach. This issue went to the Coastal Commission a few weeks back and they couldn’t
decide on the issue, so in the meantime, the SCAQMD stepped in and now wants to ban all fire rings in the LA/OC
area as they claim that the smoke contains as many as 26 hazardous pollutants that are known to be in wood smoke.
There was a meeting on March 28th at SCAQMD offices in Diamond Bar and my sources tell me they said they will
ban all fire rings in the near future and that it should not have to go to a vote. In the meantime, the cities and
especially the Huntington Beach Mayor wrote a letter saying that this type of ban could mean millions of dollars
would be lost in parking and tourist revenue, etc., not only here but for the state as well, as they make millions each
year in parking and camping fees.
I do live across the street from Pacific Coast Highway and Huntington Street in Huntington Beach and I will say that
now that spring break is here we have to close our windows due to the smoke from those fire rings.
After Memorial Day it’s like that until after Labor Day, then you really don’t smell smoke until the following year’s
spring break. I knew those fire rings and all that smoke was there when I moved in, so I won’t complain or wish that
they were removed. I will also admit that our families and all my friends frequent those rings many times in the
summer months. I will also admit that there are dangers associated with the pits as some people fall into the fire
rings even though they are marked 'HOT' but when alcohol is involved you will have accidents and yes unfortunately
kids get burned also resulting in the law suits against the state or cities for something that happened beyond their
control.
Currently you can barbecue at the beach but you must be within 5 feet of a fire ring. Can you imagine if you could
barbecue anywhere on a beach? People would end up dumping the coals and simply kicking sand over them. If that
happened imagine how many people would get burned.
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Just be forewarned, going to the beach and having a fire with friends and listening to music at night might be a thing
of the past in the near future……………..
Sanitary District Issued Cease and Desist Order by RWQCB by Dindo Carrillo, OCSD
The Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region 2 has issued a tentative Cease and Desist Order
for Ross Valley Sanitary District, Marin County (District). The Order would require the District to cease and desist
sanitary sewer overflows from its sanitary sewer collection system. The Tentative Order would also set forth specific
tasks to improve their collection system rehabilitation and financing. The San Francisco Bay Water Board will
consider this item at its May 8, 2013 meeting and are requesting any written comments or objections to this action
to be submitted no later than April 25, 2013 by 5:00 P.M.
The cease and desist order to the District resulted when it was found in violation of multiple Provisions of the SSS
WDR Order. These included having numerous SSOs between January 1, 2008 and April 21, 2011, which resulted in
2.5 million gallons of sewage discharged, not recovered, and that reached waters of the US. The resulting fine was
assessed at $1.5 million dollars, although, $482,380 was suspended contingent upon the successful completion of a
supplemental environmental project to replace and rehabilitate defective private sewer laterals. The District was
also found to be in violation of Provisions D.8, D.9, and D.11 of the Order, when the District failed to allocate
adequate resources for the proper operations, maintenance, and repair of its collection system and failing to
implement its Sewer System Management Plan (SSMP). Lastly, the District was found in violation of Provisions D.10
and D.13 (viii), which requires the collection system to provide adequate capacity to convey base flows and peak
flows, including flows related to wet weather events. More information can be found in the following link.
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sanfranciscobay/board_decisions/tentative_orders.shtml
City of Carlsbad Wastewater’s Use of Reverse 911 by Don Wasco, City of Carlsbad
Editor’s Note: Recently SCAP sent out a survey question to CSC members inquiring as to their use of the “Reverse
911” notification process in conjunction with sewer related incidents. In all we received 14 responses indicating that
the following 5 agencies currently have Reverse 911 capability but have never used it for sewer calls: Elsinore Valley
MWD, City of Thousand Oaks; City of La Mesa, City of West Hollywood and the City of Ontario. In addition, 4
agencies reported that they have similar call back systems in-place or as a backup such as: Nixle; Alert First/Alert LA;
Alert San Diego; and Call em All. Additionally 2 agencies reported that they were developing a similar system or
changing to an alternative system.
The remainder of the agencies indicated that they did not have reverse call capabilities, which substantiated the fact
that, to-date, the City of Carlsbad may be the only agency that has utilized the 911 Reverse call process for a sewer
related incident. Here is their story as told by the City of Carlsbad’s Don Wasko.
During the power outage that affected ALL of southern California, I inquired into the idea of notifying our sewer
customers to ask them to reduce sewer flows. I then met with our City’s Emergency Coordinator, from that meeting
he checked with the County Dispatch. It turned out there was a current agreement with an outside vendor to
provide “reverse 911” to the member cities and agencies. He found out that there was a system in place to conduct
this type of notification.
We then met with the City’s GIS Department and figured out how each lift station’s basins were configured. The GIS
department then drew out each “lift zone” and even included the areas where the sewage flowed without being
pumped. Those shape files were then submitted to the County Dispatch.
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Our system sat dormant until last October when we experienced a sewer force main break just outside the
Batiquitos lift station, which resulted in the overflow going directly into the Batiquitos Lagoon. As I was responding
with our crews I called the Emergency Coordinator to ask him if we could enact the “reverse 911” and he agreed it
would be a great idea to try out the system. I received approval from my Asst. Director and we developed our
message. The Emergency Coordinator then worked with the City’s PIO and we received approval from the City
Manager. County Dispatch then sent out the message to approximately 5000 phone numbers in that drainage basin
that flowed to the lift station.
The message was sent the following day, our office was monitored with an admin staff member and we received
approximately 20-40 calls for the two days of this operation. For the most part, the public who called in were VERY
supportive.
The true results of how effective the “reverse 911” was in minimizing flows could not be measured but we feel it was
a success. I submitted this idea to the San Diego Section for Public Education and won the Section award but was
not the winner of the State award. I/we feel that this is cutting edge and several agencies will follow us with this sort
of notification in the future.
Regional Water Quality Control Board – Region 3 proposes “Standard Provision” WDR Permit language relating to
the operation of electrical and mechanical equipment that could lead to a SSO by John Pastore, SCAP
The following information regarding new standard provision language being proposed for a WDR that addresses
electrical and mechanical systems and SCADA was passed on to SCAP recently from a reliable source.
Regional Board 3, largely in response to their recently adopted Order (September 2012) for a large preventable SSO
at the South San Luis Obispo County Sanitation District (see link below for reference) will be issuing new WDR permit
“standard provision” language soon for permits designed to ensure electrical/mechanical equipment are properly
installed, maintained, tested, and operated (including SCADA systems) to avoid problems that could lead to an SSO.
Link to RB3 Order for SSLOCSD in case you haven't seen all prosecution documents, the Order, etc. may be found
here: http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralcoast/water_issues/programs/enforcement/slo_santi.shtml
Proposed changes to “standard provisions” adopted with each WDR.
1. Electrical and mechanical equipment shall be maintained in accordance with appropriate practices and standards,
such as NFPA 70B, Recommended Practice for Electrical Equipment Maintenance; NFPA 70E, Standard for Electrical
Safety in the Workplace; ANSI/NETA MTS Standard for Maintenance: Testing Specifications for Electrical Power
Equipment and Systems, or procedures established by insurance companies or other industry resources.
2. If the discharger’s facilities are equipped with SCADA or other systems that implement wireless, remote operation,
the discharger should implement appropriate safeguards against unauthorized access to the wireless systems.
Standards such as NIST SP 800-53, Recommended Security Controls for Federal Information Systems, can provide
guidance
As this is something entirely new, I asked SCAP members to weigh-in with comments or concerns over this
proposed language. SCAP members’ comments have so far included:
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Requiring ”maintenance in accordance with appropriate practices and standards, such as...” leaves it open to
interpretation as to what is “appropriate”, and what to use for the “such as”. It would be difficult to determine
whether an agency is in compliance with this. It would become a subjective decision.
SCAP should consider hosting a focus group of E/I/C and IT folks from agencies to develop some uniform comments
on this proposal. If RB3 implements something, it could affect more of us in the future………and statewide. Based on
my knowledge of the issues up coast, we might also be seeing some overlaps in WDR for sewer requirements and
impacts on WWTPs.
State Water Resources Control Board Survey Seeks Sewer Rate Information (Courtesy of CASA )
The State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) is conducting its 2012-13 survey of sewer rates and
connection fees and has developed an online survey to collect information from municipal wastewater collection,
transport, and/or treatment agencies. The survey is available via the following link:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/FY12-13DFASURVEY
The State Water Board has also produced a hard copy of the questionnaire designed to assist in gathering the
information necessary to complete the online survey. If you are interested in participating in the survey, please
complete no later than April 15, 2013. The online survey should only take approximately 15 minutes to complete,
and the State Water Board expects to publish the results of the survey by July 1, 2013.
If you have any questions concerning the survey, feel free to contact State Water Board staff at DFASurvey@waterboards.ca.gov.

ENERGY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE REPORT
Andre Schmidt, Chair
aschmidt@lacsd.org

Chris Berch, Vice Chair
cberch@ieua.org

CPUC Moves Forward with Pipeline Biomethane Proceeding by Andre Schmidt, LACSD
On March 27 the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) held a Prehearing Conference and Initial Workshop for
a proceeding that will implement the provisions of AB 1900. AB 1900 mandates open access to common carrier
natural gas pipelines for biomethane based on standards that will be adopted through the proceeding. As a first step
in developing these standards, the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) is charged with
developing a list of constituents of concern that are found in biogas and to determine health protective levels for
these constituents. Also, the Air Resources Board is to identify monitoring, testing and reporting requirements to
ensure compliance with the adopted health protective standards. The conclusions of these efforts will greatly impact
the cost and economic viability of pipeline biomethane projects at POTW’s.
The CASA Energy Workgroup submitted a Prehearing Conference Statement highlighting the importance of adopting
reasonable standards if new biomethane projects are to be developed at POTWs. Under current biomethane
standards, the cost of interconnecting with the common carrier pipeline and installing the required testing and
monitoring equipment is about $2 million (not including the cost of the processing equipment to condition and
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upgrade the biogas). This creates a very high economic viability threshold for pipeline biomethane projects. Southern
California Gas Company (SoCalGas) has stated that a customer’s biogas production must generally be at least 1,000
standard cubic feet per minute (scfm) under the current interconnection standards for economics to justify pipeline
injection. A wastewater treatment plant would need a wastewater flow of about 100 million gallons per day in order
to produce the required 1,000 scfm of biogas. This flow rate is only currently handled by six wastewater treatment
plants in the state. All of these six plants already beneficially use their biogas for energy production and are unlikely
to shut down existing facilities to construct new pipeline biomethane projects.
Early indications are that more reasonable standards may be adopted. At the Prehearing Conference, the OEHHA
presented a status report on its efforts. OEHHA has identified that treated biomethane has a lower potential cancer
risk than pipeline quality natural gas. OEHHA has identified 15 constituents of concern for biomethane and stated
that some of these drop out after comparison with natural gas.

The Anaerobic Digestion & Biogas Conference on May 16 – 17, 2013 at San Francisco, CA
The Anaerobic Digestion & Biogas Conference 2013 - The biogas industry is growing fast. Federal tax policy is
changing and state wide bills are being passed making it easier to inject the gas into the pipeline. All the signs point
to a growth in adopting biogas for vehicle use and injecting into the pipeline. With this opportunity brings great
financial incentive. The conference will look at 5 key areas:
• GET FINANCE FROM INVESTORS by hearing case studies of successful investments which prove commercial
viability & long term ROI to potential investors.
• MAKE YOUR ANAEROBIC DIGESTER COMMERCIAL VIABLE by maximizing the value from all revenue streams
including fertiliser, gas and electricity. Plus reduce your tipping fee costs and exploit your energy credits.
• UTILIZE THE FEEDSTOCKS FOR BIOGAS SUCCESS by securing long-term feedstock agreements from sorted waste
& drawing higher yields of product.
• SET UP OPERATIONS & INFRASTRUCTURE with big or small anaerobic digesters in the best locations to drive
down costs and combat the NIMBY problem.
• REDUCE COSTS IN REGULATIONS & PERMITTING by learning what to include in your pitch to agencies, in order
to get to market in good time.
Don’t delay, download the brochure for the Anaerobic Digestion & Biogas Conference today and find out how you
can be part of the seismic shift shaking the market. www.renewable-waste.com/anaerobic-digestion-conference
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WATER ISSUES COMMITTEE REPORT
Al Javier, Vice Chair, Chair
javiera@emwd.org

Jennifer Shepardson, Vice Chair
Shepardson_Je@sbcity.org

Issuance of a NPDES Permit and Waste Discharge Requirements for Discharges from the Municipal Separate Storm
Sewer Systems (MS4s) Draining the Watersheds within the San Diego Region (Tentative Order No. R9-2013-0001,
NPDES No. CAS0109266)
The San Diego Region 9 Regional Water Quality Control Board will conduct a public hearing on April 10 and 11, 2013
to discuss Tentative Order No. R9-2013-0001 regarding the proposed MS4 Permit for all stormwater discharges
influencing the Region 9 Watershed.
Responses to Comments and Instructions for Requests for Designated Party Status Public
Please see the referenced San Diego Water Board Counsel Memorandum dated March 27, 2013, regarding requests
for designated party status during the April 10 and 11, 2013 Public Hearing on Tentative Order R9-2013-0001, NPDES
No. CAS0109266, National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit and Waste Discharge
Requirements for Discharges of Runoff from the Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems (MS4s) Draining the
Watersheds within the San Diego Region.
The San Diego Water Board posted all documents to be considered by the Board at its April 10 and 11, 2013 Board
Meeting on its website at http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sandiego/board_info/agendas/2013/Apr/Apr10.shtml
For your added convenience you may access the documents directly from the links below:










Executive Officer Summary Report
Supporting Document No. 1 - Map
Supporting Document No. 2 - Tentative Order, released on October 31, 2012
Supporting Document No. 3 - Regional MS4 Permit Development Timeline
Supporting Document No. 4 - Notice of Public Review and Comment for Tentative Order No. R9-2013-0001,
dated October 31, 2012
Supporting Document No. 5 - Comments Received by January 11, 2013
Supporting Document No. 6 - San Diego Water Board Responses to Comments
Supporting Document No. 7 - Revised Tentative Order No. R9-2013-0001 with Changes in Redline/Strikeout,
released March 27, 2013
Supporting Document No. 8 - Notice of Public Hearing, dated March 5, 2013, Hearing Procedures and Order
of Proceedings, dated March 15, 2013

Please be patient when accessing Supporting Document No. 5 as it is quite large (2270 pages=all comment letters
received with their attachments). You can access each individual comment letter the San Diego Water Board
received
by
January
11,
2013
on
the
Boards
Storm
Water
Webpage
at
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/rwqcb9/water_issues/programs/stormwater/index.shtml.
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SWRCB Realignment Proposals from POTW Stakeholder Group by John Pastore, SCAP
Late last year the State Water Board challenged the regulated community to offer suggestions that the Water Board
could consider to implement changes within its policies and regulations that would result in cost savings to the
regulated community. The Water Board left it up to the wide range of stakeholders, including POTWs, to meet and
come up with an initial proposal by early 2013. Immediately, interested parties representing the POTW community
in California were contacted by CASA’s Bobbi Larson to participate in a workgroup to develop ideas.
The workgroup is made up of knowledgeable agency staff from throughout the state as well as state and regional
wastewater association EOs and EDs. While the group remains small for such an important issue, we encourage any
of you that would like to get involved in these discussions to contact Bobbi Larson (blarson@casaweb.org) or Jackie
Kepke (jkepke@ebmud.com) immediately.
The first meeting of the group resulted in the development of a list of ideas for wastewater agency cost savings and
identified the following potential proposals:
 Issue or requirement associated with POTW costs
 Concept for addressing issue/reducing POTW costs
 Rough estimate of potential savings (low, moderate, major)
A short description of each proposal was then developed by the responsible person(s) and submitted to CASA’s Bobbi
Larson, who then presented the list to the Water Board as an informational item in January.
A second meeting of the group was held on April 2nd and resulted in refinement of the proposal issues and the
forming of subgroups for the purpose of developing specific implementation plans and cost savings estimates for
each proposal issue. Bobbi Larson intends to report on the workgroup’s progress at the April 9th Water Board
meeting. The workgroup is scheduled to meet again in early May in order to prioritize the issues for presentation to
the Water Board in June.
EPA Cuts Pollution Deal with State Officials by Ashley Lopez, Florida Center for Investigative Reporting

fcir.org

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the Florida Department of Environmental
Protection agreed on new limits for nutrients believed to be partially responsible for slimy algae
blooms like this one in Florida waters. (Photo courtesy of Florida Sea Grant.)

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the Florida
Department of Environmental Protection came to an agreement this
week on new standards for water pollution in the state. The deal
pleases the state’s business community — but outrages
environmentalists.
After years of negotiation, federal and state officials agreed on new
criteria for two nutrients blamed for much of the state’s dirty water
and dead fish. According to the Miami Herald, the two agencies “have agreed to new limits on nitrogen and
phosphorus, two nutrients blamed for much of the state’s worst water quality problems.”
The Tampa Bay Times reports that the announcement has businesses breathing a sigh of relief:
Word of the EPA-DEP deal was greeted with delight by utilities, dairy farmers, pulp mills and other industries that had
worked on drawing up the state’s proposed standards. The head of one of the state’s leading business lobbies, Tom
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Feeney of Associated Industries of Florida, said the credit for the EPA’s agreement is due to the continued political
pressure on the agency from Florida’s congressional delegation.
However, environmental advocates are not nearly as pleased. The Times reports:
David Guest of Earthjustice compared the agreement to a deal to protect henhouses from “the Fox Consultation
Council,” because “the polluting industries have effective control of the state pollution prevention process in Florida.”
In the past 30 years, nutrients have become the most common water pollution problem in the state. Nitrates and
phosphorus from fertilizer, septic waste and other sources feed the increase in slimy algae blooms that kill fish and
cause respiratory problems and rashes among swimmers. Some scientists have theorized that nutrient pollution helps
to sustain long-running Red Tide blooms like the one that’s killed a record number of manatees this year, but so far
the evidence of that is far from conclusive.
Environmental groups had sued the federal government because Florida wasn’t regulating this nutrient pollution
well. As part of a settlement with the groups, the EPA created the new criteria — but enviromentalists say it is
nothing close to what is needed in Florida.
According to the Herald:
Environmentalists called the rules, which are supposed to set numeric limits on fertilizer, cow manure and other
agricultural and industrial pollutants, too lax. Business and agricultural groups had campaigned against stricter
standards initially proposed by the EPA, saying they would cost farmers, businesses and governments hundreds of
millions or more.
David Guest, an attorney for Earthjustice, an environmental law firm that had sued the EPA over a decade-long delay
in imposing standards, said the “flawed’’ plan will still face federal court review. “We have record numbers of dead
manatees washing up on southwest Florida right now, in the prime of our tourist season,” Guest said in a statement.
“This is an absolute sell out. This bogus plan gives deep-pocketed polluters even more loopholes. And what do we, the
public, get? More gross, slimy algae in the water.”
Right now, scientists are not directly pointing to pollution as the reason for the current algae bloom that is killing
manatees in Southwest Florida. The bloom of karenia brevis, or red tide, began offshore, which makes the source of
the problem hard to locate. However, scientists are most concerned about a large group of manatees that are dying
on the east coast of the state.
As Mother Jones reports: There’s one big difference between the algae blooms on the east and west coasts—and
that’s what’s causing them. The eastern bloom is fueled by nutrient pollution from storm runoff: a Miracle-Gro of
fertilizers, sewage, manure, and pet wastes that fuels algae blooms. The cause of the western red tide is more
muddled.
Once red tide makes it near shore, the algae bloom feeds off of manmade nutrients dumped into the water, research
suggests.
EPA Declines Appeal of Stormwater Flow TMDL Ruling
EPA announced March 1 that it would not appeal a January federal court ruling striking down the regulation of
stormwater flow in an EPA-developed total maximum daily load (TMDL), preserving a key legal victory for the
municipal stormwater community. The Agency’s decision not to challenge the ruling in Virginia DOT. et al. v. EPA
means that stormwater utilities will continue to have a very strong legal precedent to push back against any future
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federal TMDLs attempting to regulate stormwater flow. NACWA has been a leading advocate against the use of flowbased TMDLs, and submitted a brief in the Virginia litigation.
The Virginia legal ruling, however, does not impact the ability of individual states to use flow TMDLs. It is likely that
this ongoing battle will simply shift to the state level where similar stormwater TMDLs will be developed under state
authority. If your members are hearing of these types TMDLs in conversations with local regulators or even seeing
them seeing in their permits, NACWA would be interested in discussing the implications. Please contact NACWA’s
General Counsel Nathan Gardner-Andrews at NGardner-Andrews@nacwa.org.

WASTEWATER PRETREATMENT COMMITTEE REPORT
Jim Colston, Chair
JColston@ocsd.com

Barbara Sharatz, Vice Chair
BSharatz@sandiego.gov

March 12th SCAP Wastewater Pretreatment Committee Meeting by John Pastore, SCAP
The first meeting of 2013 for the SCAP Wastewater Pretreatment Committee was held on Tuesday, March 12, 2013
at the offices of the Inland Empire Utilities Agency in Chino, CA. The meeting featured a very candid discussion on
pretreatment inspections by the always entertaining Gregg Murray, Eastern Municipal Water District’s Source
Control Manager. Gregg provided much appreciated insights into inspection related problems and his sage wisdom
was evident when it came to providing helpful hints in overcoming personality conflicts between the business owner
and the inspector. Gregg also furnished everyone in attendance with a copy of the unified inspection form that the
inland dischargers along the Santa Ana River have developed. The SAWPA Pretreatment Inspection Form can also be
found on the SCAP website in the Reference Library.
OCSD’S Mark Kawamoto also discussed OCSD’s recent pretreatment audit performed by Tetra Tech /EPA. Mark
pointed out that some of the areas touched on during the audit included:
1. Lots of questions about language within the permit.
2. Issues related to permitting distinction between new sources and existing sources.
3. The outlay of the sample point section shown on the permit. They wanted to see that section expanded for
each process.
4. They wanted to see a copy of the Slug Control Plan available at the office and at the site.
5. They wanted a copy of the 24-hour notification form used.
6. They wanted to see all communications for Slug Control violations.
7. They wanted to see the 30-day notice for self-monitoring.
8. They had questions about the container size used for self-monitoring samples.
9. They wanted to see all applicable inter-agency agreements.
10. They wanted to see the Enforcement Response Plan; the Pretreatment Ordinance; and the Local Limits
Evaluation.
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Sanitation Districts Industry Advisory Council
Final Agenda--Tour and Council Meeting
When: Tuesday, April 16, 2013 @ 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Where: Board Room, Orange County Sanitation District, 10844 Ellis Avenue, Fountain Valley, CA 92708
Advance Reservation Required for Tour (security purposes), cherbeck@lacsd.org and 562-908-4288 x 2958
Vanpool is available from the Sanitation Districts at Whittier at 9 am. Make your reservations with C. Herbeck.
Emergency Contact, Chris Herbeck, 562-234-5802, cell.
10:00 am Presentation and Tour of the Ground Water Replenishment System (GWRS) at the Orange County
Water District, Mehul Patel, GWRS Program Manager, www.OCWD.com or http://gwrsystem.com
Please note the following safety requirements below.
Meeting place for this tour is the Board Room at Plant No. 1 for the Orange County Sanitation District. Tour
reservations are required. Closed toe shoes are required and high heels are not permitted. Tour guests are required
to wear hard hats and safety vests.
The Groundwater Replenishment System (GWRS), operated since 2008 by the Orange County Water District, is the
world's largest water purification system for potable reuse. The GWRS takes highly treated wastewater that would
have previously been discharged into the Pacific Ocean and purifies it using a three-step advanced treatment process
consisting of microfiltration, reverse osmosis, and ultraviolet light with hydrogen peroxide. This process produces
high-quality water that exceeds all state and federal drinking water standards.
The GWRS can produce up to 70 million gallons of high-quality water every day, enough water to meet the needs of
nearly 600,000 residents. The GWRS provides a locallycontrolled, drought-proof and reliable supply of high-quality
water in an environmentally sensitive and economical manner. A slide presentation on the water supply for
Southern California and the operation of the GWRS will be followed by a tour of the reverse osmosis and UV
disinfection buildings.
11:30 a.m. Box Lunch
11:45 a.m. Welcome, Jim Herberg, General Manager, Orange County Sanitation District
11:50 p.m. EPA’s Manufacturing Outreach to Industry for Jobs & Sustainability
 EPA’s E3 Economy, Energy and the Environment Initiative, Andre Villasenor, EPA Los Angeles Field Office
12:10 p.m. Council Business and Updates
 Approval of the Minutes of the February 12 meeting
 Sanitation Districts Update, Dave Snyder, Sanitation Districts of LA County
 Brief Introduction of the Industry Advisory Council
 Santa Clarita Valley Sanitation District Chloride Compliance Facilities Plan and EIR
 Summer Boat Tours to Examine Marine Life around Ocean Outfall Area
 Orange County Sanitation District Update, Jim Colston, OCSD
 Proposed New Rates for Industrial Waste Discharge
 Update to Wastewater Ordinance
 Legislative Update on State Environmental Bills, Mike Beasley, Boeing
 Regulatory Updates, Council Members
 Postponement of LA County Clean Water, Clean Beaches Measure,Anil Rana, VACCO Industries
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Cool Planet Award Nominations, http://www.theclimateregistry.org/cool-planetproject/, Annie
Hoeksma, The Climate Registry
 Annual Environmental Conference and Training Events, and Awards Opportunities for Industry,
Attachment 2: 2013 Environmental Conference and Training Events Calendar, and Attachment 3: Annual
Awards Opportunities, Chris Herbeck, Sanitation Districts of LA County
 Industry, Association, and Public Agency Updates, and New Business
1:00 p.m. Pretreatment 101 for Industry
 EPA Pretreatment Regulations, June Nguyen, Senior Engineer, Industrial Waste Section, Sanitation Districts of
LA County
 Knowing Your Permit and Discharge Limits, Roya Sohanaki, Supervisor of Permitting Group, OCSD
 On Time and Complete Self-Monitoring Report Submittal, Michele Farmer,Principle Environmental Specialist,
OCSD
2:00 p.m. Adjournment to June 4 (First Tuesday of June) for a tour of Shaw Diversified Inc.,
 Tuftex Carpet Division carpet tufting operations;
 20 x 2020 Water Reduction State Mandate, David Hill, Central Water Basin;
 AB 32 Scoping Plan Five-Year Revisions, La Ronda Bowen, California Air Resources Board;
 Industrial Water Use BMPs update from the State BMP Task Force (tentative); and
 Optional Tour of Tuftex Carpet Divisiondyeing operations (after the meeting).

ANNOUNCEMENTS
NEW SCAP MEMBERS
We wish to welcome our newest 2012-13 SCAP members:
City of Chula Vista
City of Huntington Beach
Padre Dam Municipal Water District
Santa Ana Watershed Protection Authority
Noble Americas
Anaergia Services
Jericho Systems, Inc
Helio Power, Inc.
DohertyTech, Inc. – Los Angeles
Facility Process Solutions Consulting, LLC
Thank you for your support!
…… SCAP Staff

Non Sequitur
Baseball is designed to break your heart. The game begins in the spring, when everything else begins again, and it
blossoms in the summer, filling the afternoons and evenings, and then as soon as the chill rains come, it stops, and
leaves you to face the fall alone. ----- The Green Fields of the Mind (1977)
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