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Executive Director’s Message
DISNEYLAND IS NOT JUST FOR KIDS!
ALWAYS IN THE DARK!
LET’S SAFEGUARD THE INTERNET!
I have always been naïve when it comes to
knowing what goes on behind the scenes. For
example, it wasn’t until a few years ago did I
learn that there was a secret world right under
my nose at Disneyland. All of the times that I had
visited it as a kid and later as an adult, I never
imagined that there were hidden entry doors
located throughout the park just for VIPs or wild
parties going on in the adjacent buildings I was
passing by when walking to the attractions.
Heck, I didn’t even know that there were secret Mickey symbols hidden all
over the park that formed the basis of a well-known treasure hunting
game.
So imagine my surprise when I found out that there is a whole other world
out there when it comes to the internet. Why was I never told? Do you
think our IT departments know this and are not telling us because it is on a
“need-to-know-basis”? Imagine how the President of the United States
would feel if he were suddenly informed that, yes, there really is truth to
the rumors about Area 51 and he was not told for fear that he “couldn’t
handle it"!
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For those who may not be internet savvy, I am not talking about sites like
John Pastore, Executive Director Facebook or Pinterest. Believe it or not, there is another entire internet
jpastore@scap1.org
out there that we are not privy to, yet it is known to a select few as the
Pam
Merriam,
Administrator “Deep Web”. It’s a place where online access is password protected and
remains hidden behind layers of firewalls. It has been estimated that the
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Surface Web that we regularly search contains less than 3% of the entire
Ray Miller, Exec. Director Emeritus internet universe available. In other words, it’s like the Sierra snowpack
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(when there is one) that is 60-inches deep, except that we are only using
the top few inches of recently fallen snow.
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Patent Office or LexisNexis, there is hidden deep within another smaller
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and, some may say, sinister world called the Dark Web, that hosts thousands of shady websites. This is a place where
the kind of individuals that we may never encounter in our lifetime reside. It is widely believed that it may be a
haven for hackers (both foreign and domestic), gangsters, terrorists, gun runners, and worse. Since normal search
engines cannot penetrate the Deep Web, users rely on anonymity networks such as Tor to navigate the Dark Web.
Tor uses an onion-routing protocol that was originally developed by the U.S. Navy for the purpose of protecting
communications. While Tor is used daily by individuals for very legitimate purposes, it lends itself for use by seedy
individuals as well. Even though the Dark Web remains largely unmapped, individuals can find most anything using
newly developed search engines, such as Grams, that can access a virtual black market of goods and services from
counterfeit currency to drugs and firearms. Worse yet, there are countless chatrooms that allow these types of
individuals to converse with each other behind doors only accessible by invitation or unlisted web addresses.
Furthermore, some of the more notable security breaches in recent years in which major companies, such as Target,
fell victim to hackers that were located on the Dark Web. By now you may be thinking - if these sites are so bad, why
doesn’t the government shut them down? The problem lies in the fact that many of these sites go offline every day
or maybe stay up for only weeks or months at a time, making them extremely difficult to track down. Many web
sites are hosted from random locations like coffee shops that have free wifi. Just like anything, you must take the
good with the bad. Take Tor for example, while it is operated by a non-profit corporation, it receives financial
support from numerous branches of the federal government. Set aside its penchant for attracting scofflaws, the site
maintains importance in that it continues to protect free speech, especially abroad where that can be an extremely
dangerous proposition. That is not to say that the government is turning a blind eye to these sites, as one such site
known as Silk Road, which some say was the Ebay of the “Dark Web”, was successfully targeted and terminated.
Recently, the government shut down over 400 sites, including Silk Road 2, in a sting called “Operation Onymus”.
Fortunately for us, the regulatory world we live in does not reside in the dark reaches of the government. For all of
its faults, that we find ourselves occasionally complaining about, we are blessed with regulatory agencies, both
federal and state, that strive to be transparent. Even in light of the position taken by EPA over the toxicity testing
issue, they nonetheless are committed to following the procedures set up to allow for public review and comment.
Much in the same way, the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) has kept both government and public
entities in California accountable for their actions since 1970.
Hiddenly yours,

John Pastore

Lake Mead—“The Drought Continues”
Picture by Ralph Palomares
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AIR QUALITY COMMITTEE REPORT
David Rothbart, Chair
drothbart@lacsd.org

Jim Marchese, Vice Chair
jim.marchese@lacity.org

Terry Ahn, Vice Chair
tahn@ocsd.com

LOCAL AIR DISTRICT NEWS AT A GLANCE
Posted meeting dates and proposed new rule development for the following air districts can be found at these sites:
Imperial County APCD
Mojave Desert AQMD
San Diego APCD
Santa Barbara APCD

Ventura County APCD

South Coast AQMD

Note: The next Air Quality Committee meeting is scheduled for March 24th at 10:00 am at LACSD and all SCAP
members are cordially invited to attend.
Litigation Status: SCAQMD Rule 317 and SJVAPCD Rule 3170 by David Rothbart, Chair – LACSD
A couple of years ago a number of environmental groups challenged EPA’s approval of both SCAQMD Rule 317 and
SJVAPCD Rule 3170. These rules implement an alternative compliance strategy via Section 172(e) to satisfy Section
185 of the federal Clean Air Act. Section 185 imposes a fee on “major” stationary sources in severe and extreme
ozone non-attainment areas, if they cannot achieve certain emissions reductions. Without this alternative
compliance strategy, “major” stationary sources in the South Coast Air Basin would have been liable for $30 million in
added fees, each year, with an annual escalator, until the air basin comes into attainment with the 1-hour ozone
standard.
On March 11, 2015, The Ninth Circuit Court ruled that Section 172(e) contained an ambiguous gap (i.e., Congress did
not specifically address whether Section 172(e) could be employed upon the strengthening of the ozone standard).
The panel held that EPA’s interpretation of that ambiguity was reasonable. To put it another way, Section 172(e)
allows for “not less stringent” alternate controls, when air quality standards have been strengthened as well as when
they have been relaxed.
SJVAPCD Rule 3170 was not addressed by this ruling, which is somewhat unusual. Arguments in both cases were
identical, but the cases were not consolidated; only heard simultaneously. SCAQMD legal staff speculates that the
clerk working on Rule 317 was just faster than others in preparing the 3170 ruling.
Overall, SCAQMD and SCAP legal staff believe that the Supreme Court would refuse to hear an appeal of this case, so
we believe that SCAQMD 317 will stand (i.e., major stationary sources will not need to pay any Section 185
penalties). Hurray!!!
SCAQMD Rule 1110.2 Status Report by David Rothbart, Chair - LACSD
On February 19, 2015, SCAQMD staff convened the Biogas Technology Advisory Committee to discuss draft rule
amendment concepts for the extension of the January 1, 2016 compliance deadline. Although SCAQMD proposed a
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12-month extension for those retrofitting their biogas engines, the proposed relief didn’t address several concerns
expressed by our membership. For example, biogas engines to be retrofitted sequentially were not provided relief.
Also, those unable to complete their retrofit projects by January 1, 2017 would have been required to provide a
costly mitigation fee.
In March, the Air Quality Committee provided proposed rule language for SCAQMD staff’s consideration. The
proposed language addresses our remaining issues and will facilitate retrofits of biogas engines. SCAQMD staff
seems supportive of our proposal and will attempt to address our concerns. The next version of the proposed rule
amendment language should distributed prior to the next Biogas Technology Advisory Committee meeting, which is
tentatively scheduled for the fourth week of April.
SCAQMD Proposed Rule 1188 - Vacuum Truck Operations by David Rothbart, Chair - LACSD
As previously reported, SCAQMD is required to develop a rule to reduce VOC emissions from vacuum trucks through
the use of traditional control devices and technologies, including carbon adsorption. Although vacuum trucks used
by the petroleum industry have been identified as the primary source of emissions, SCAQMD staff also expressed an
interest in regulating wastewater vacuum truck operations.
To estimate potential emissions from wastewater vacuum trucks, SCAQMD performed a survey regarding operational
procedures, use of equipment and odors. Survey results illustrate vacuum truck blowers are not used as much as
SCAQMD staff believed and no odor complaints were reported. Subsequently, SCAQMD staff performed source
testing on wastewater vacuum trucks from LACSD and OCSD. SCAQMD field results found trivial levels of organic
vapors, so laboratory results should confirm these observations. SCAQMD staff indicated that another source test will
be performed to complete their assessment of the wastewater industry. It is anticipated that wastewater vacuum
trucks will be excluded from the proposed rule.

BIOSOLIDS COMMITTEE REPORT
Tom Meregillano, Co-Chair
TMeregillano@ocsd.org

Diane Gilbert Jones, Co-Chair
diane.gilbert@lacity.org

SCAP Biosolids Committee Meeting – April 16, 2015 by John Pastore, SCAP
Please join us for the next SCAP Biosolids Committee meeting of the year, which will consist of a tour of the Nursery
Products Composting Facility near Hinkley, CA.
The 80-acre composting facility is located 23 miles west of the City of Barstow, approximately 8 miles west of Hinkley,
and approximately 12.3 miles east of Kramer Junction. The site is approximately one mile south of State Route 58
and one mile west of Helendale Road. The Composting Facility is located on land owned by Nursery Products, LLC,
near the abandoned Hawes Airport. Current elevations on the property range from about 2310 to 2330 feet above
mean sea level.
The Composting Facility provides local, cost-efficient biosolids and green material composting capacity for San
Bernardino County and the Inland Empire that complies with applicable Federal, State and local requirements for
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safely handling these materials to generate Class A compost. The Composting Facility was designed to receive an
average daily total of 1,100 wet tons of biosolids and green material (approximately 400,000 wet tons per year.
Clean soil or other inert materials (i.e. sand, gypsum, sawdust) is used as a bulking agent or amendment as needed.
All attendees are to meet at Starbucks located at 2835 Lenwood Road, Barstow, CA 92311, at 10:00 a.m. on April
16, 2015. Jeff Meberg, President of Nursery Products, will escort attendees to the facility. In addition, attendees are
responsible to bring their personal protective equipment such as a hard hat, closed toe shoes, and safety vest and
eyeglasses. SCAP will have a limited number of hard hats available.
If you are planning to attend, please be sure and RSVP to pmerriam@scap1.org at the SCAP office by close of
business on April 13th.
Kern County New Zoning Ordinance by Diane Gilbert Jones, Co-Chair – City of Los Angeles
On February 10, 2015, the City of Los Angeles and its Measure E allies filed a state court lawsuit against Kern County,
challenging a new Kern County zoning ordinance that purports to require special approvals and environmental review
for any future land application of biosolids in Kern County. The lawsuit contends that Kern County violated the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in passing the new zoning law without environmental review, and that
the ordinance is invalid because of the lack of notice to the City and the public. As a result of this legal action, Kern
County supervisors quietly rescinded the biosolids ordinance on March 3, 2015.
Two Articles from Bakersfield Californian on the City of Los Angeles Green Acres Farm in Kern - by Tom
Meregillano, Co-Chair – OCSD
Two articles published by the Bakersfield Californian featured the City of Los Angeles’ Green Acres farm in Kern
County. The articles focused on responses from the City of L.A. and Kern County on whether biosolids are hazardous.
Below are links to the articles:


http://www.bakersfieldcalifornian.com/local/quirks-county/x1669896811/Green-Acres-is-the-place-to-befor-tons-of-LA-sludge?utm_medium=flyout&utm_source=local_quirks_county



http://www.bakersfieldcalifornian.com/local/quirks-county/x648395175/Are-biosolids-a-hazard-LAsopinions-differs-from-Kerns

CASA Participates in Legislative Roundtable on Water-Energy Nexus - by Tom Meregillano, Co-Chair – OCSD (Source
CASA)
On March 20 Senator Fran Pavley convened a Select Committee Roundtable/Hearing at the Las Virgenes Municipal
Water District to discuss topics pertaining to “Climate Change and AB 32 Implementation. The Water-Energy Nexus:
How Can It Help Us Achieve Our Greenhouse Gas Emission Objectives in 2020, 2030, and 2050?”
Greg Kester, CASA Director of Renewable Resource Programs, was an invited participant at the roundtable. Other
key attendees included Senator Ben Allen, California Public Utilities Commission (PUC) Commissioner Catherine
Sandoval, State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) Vice Chair Fran Spivey-Weber, California Energy
Commission (CEC) Executive Director Rob Oglesby and numerous other key leaders from both the private and public
sector. The roundtable format afforded participants a unique opportunity to engage in an open discussion focused
around several key topic areas. These included (1) defining the water-energy nexus, (2) looking back at successes and
failures of efforts related to the water-energy nexus, with a focus on project selection as well as governance and
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planning, and (3) future opportunities related to the water-energy nexus.
Kester offered an overview of all that the wastewater community can offer as partners and collaborators with the
state in achieving the state mandates and goals for climate change mitigation. He noted that the wastewater
community is historically underrepresented when discussing the water-energy nexus, but that in recent years there
has been greater acknowledgment of the important role that wastewater agencies can play. CASA is now an active
partner with several state agencies involved in the water-energy nexus discussion, including the California Air
Resources Board (CARB), CalRecycle, the CEC, the PUC and many others.
Kester highlighted the primary opportunities for the wastewater sector, including the use of existing infrastructure
(anaerobic digestion) to produce power and to accept organic waste otherwise destined for landfills, and specifically
the ability to co-digest and increase power production while simultaneously increasing recycling efforts. He also
noted existing contributions of the wastewater sector to the water-energy nexus, including the utilization of power
on-site to avoid some importation from the grid and our ability to aid grid stability by going off the grid during peak
demand periods. Finally, there was some discussion related to the Governor’s “Healthy Soils” initiative and the role
that biosolids can play, both in avoidance of fossil fuel based inorganic fertilizer and carbon sequestration for climate
change mitigation and also for reduced irrigation needs and the overall improvement of soil quality and crop
production. Senator Pavley plans to hold a follow up meeting and will likely do it as part of a future Water Energy
Team of the Climate Action Team (WET- CAT) meeting, she also wants to find ways to advance the discussion to a
wider audience in Sacramento.
Biosolids Related Legislative Bills 2015 - by Tom Meregillano, Co-Chair – OCSD (Source CASA)
AB 199 (Eggman) – Recycled Feedstock: Makes projects that use "recycled feedstock" eligible for sales and use tax
exclusions (STEs) authorized by the California Alternative Energy and Advanced Transportation Financing Authority
(CAEATFA).
AB 761 (Levine) – Carbon Farm Planning: This bill would declare that $50,000,000 shall be available, upon
appropriation, to the Department of Conservation to establish a grant program to fund projects that increase carbon
sequestration in agricultural soils, improve soil water retention, and increase the resilience of working lands to
climate change and drought. The bill would require the department, in coordination with the Department of
Resources Recycling and Recovery and the Department of Water Resources, to develop and adopt project solicitation
and evaluation guidelines for the program, as specified.
AB 1045 (Irwin) – Composting Facilities: Requires the Environmental Protection Agency develop and implement
policies to aid in diverting a specified percentage of organic waste from landfills by a specified date by promoting
composting and its appropriate usage. Requires the Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery to develop a
policy that promotes the development of streamlined permitting and regulation of composting facilities while
protecting air and water quality.
AB 1103 (Dodd) – Solid Waste - Organic Waste: Amends existing law that requires a business that generates a certain
amount of organic waste to arrange for recycling services specifically for organic waste. Defines the terms foodsoiled paper and food waste for the purposes of those provisions.
AB 1063 (Williams) – Solid Waste - Disposal Facility Fees: Requires the Department of Resources Recycling and
Recovery to establish the amount of the fee, as specified, and limits the fee to a maximum. Changes the fee
maximum to an unspecified amount per ton and requires that any amount over a specified amount be used to cover
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the reasonable regulatory costs incurred by the department incident to the performance of various regulatory
actions.
AB 1247 (Irwin) – Fertilizer - Organic Input Materials: Provides an exemption from the sales and use taxes, the gross
receipts from the sale in the State of, and the storage, use, or other consumption in the State of, defined organic
input material, to be applied to land, the products of which are to be used as food for human consumption or are to
be sold in the regular course of business.
SB 367 (Wolk) – Agriculture - Environmental Farming Program: States the intent of the Legislature to enhance the
long-term viability of agriculture by supporting activities that reduce global warming and that the Department of
Food and Agriculture support agriculture in pursuing reductions in greenhouse gas emissions and increased carbon
storage in agricultural soils and woody vegetation. Requires the environmental farming program to provide lowinterest loans, technical assistance, educational materials or a combination of these things to certain farmers.
Biosolids Conferences, Webinars, and Meetings


SCAP Biosolids Committee Meeting
April 16 – Nursery Products Composting Facility Hinkley, CA. RSVP’s are requested by April 13, 2015.



BioCycle West Coast Conference April 13-16 - Portland, Oregon Red Lion Hotel On The River
Conference website



Biosolids In Urban Soils Webinar April 2, 2015 - Presenters: Dan Sullivan, Oregon State University and Craig
Cogger, Washington State University-Puyallup.



WEF Annual Biosolids and Residuals Conference
June 7-10 - Washington DC: http://www.wef.org/ResidualsBiosolids-WEFIWA/



CASA AND CWEA Biosolids and Renewable Energy Seminar
May 13th, 2015 - Hyperion Wastewater Plant, Los Angeles CA.

COLLECTIONS COMMITTEE REPORT
Ralph Palomares, Chair
RPalomares@etwd.com

Dindo Carrillo, Vice Chair
dcarrillo@ocsd.com

SCAP Collection Systems Committee Update by Ralph Palomares, Chair - El Toro WD
Well its already April and that means it’s time for the CWEA Annual Conference 2015 to be held at Hotel Circle San
Diego, CA from April 28th – May1st. My first CWPCA Conference was at Hotel Circle back in 1986 and I haven’t
missed one since, as this will be my 29th consecutive conference. I hope to see all my SCAP and Industry friends once
again at this annual event where we exchange ideas on how to better clean sewers and how to remove calcium.
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The training during this event covers rules and regulations, how to remove flushable wipes at your treatment plant
head works and everything from root removal to fog remediation. There will be exhibits featuring all kinds of new
tools from combo machines to safety equipment. This is something I wish everyone could see. It is amazing to me
just how much this industry has changed just in the past 10 years. There are sessions each day where you can learn
how to calculate SSO spill volumes to how to use a sewer camera or what’s the best method to eliminate odors,
although I haven’t found one yet, but who knows maybe this will be the year!
This year there will be a Point Loma Treatment Plant Tour, which I recommend if you haven’t seen how beautiful it is
to be right next to water, but these operators will also impress you on what they do. So get up there early and yes
there are other great tours all week.
Next April 2016, this Conference will be in Santa Clara, CA so I hope to see a lot of Southern California SCAP members
and friends down here In San Diego this year, and of course bring along some information to share with others, such
as: fog ordinances; water rules and regulations; or maybe just how to have a great safety program in place at work. I
will be busy looking for new ideas and tools and will report back next month on my findings to our SCAP Collections
Committee members. I hope to see you all there in sunny San Diego, CA.
Collection Systems Committee Asset Management Workshop for April 20, 2015 by John Pastore, SCAP
Please join us for a workshop on asset management systems for collection systems sponsored by SCAP and the
Water Research Environment Federation (WERF). The meeting will be held at the offices of the Orange County
Sanitation District on Monday, April 20th beginning at 9:00 am. Mr. Walter Graf, Program Director for WERF, will
provide decision support tools, techniques, and methods that wastewater agencies can use to implement an Asset
Management Program. These devices can be integrated into the existing SIMPLE (Sustainable Infrastructure
Management Program Learning Environment) knowledge base. Walter will also discuss how to develop a toolbox
that agencies can use to communicate the benefits of implementing an Asset Management program.
Other presentations will include:
 “Improved Pipeline Renewal Planning Using Advanced Risk Assessment Practices” by Celine Hyer, Arcadis,
USA.
 “Condition Assessment of Metallic Force Mains” by Bill Jappy, PICA Corp.
 “LACSD Collection Systems-Using the 10 Steps of Asset Management” by Anthony Howard, LACSD.
 “Leucadia Wastewater District - Incorporating Front-Line Technicians Into Your Asset Replacement Program”
by Robin Morishita, Jeff Stecker and Marvin Gonzalez, LWD.
The “What 2 Flush Summit” – May 1, 2015 by John Pastore, SCAP
The California 'What 2 Flush' Summit will take place on Friday May 1st during the CWEA Annual Conference in San
Diego and will feature two panel discussions. The first panel, assembled by CWEA, includes professionals active in
resolving problems caused by flushable wipes. Rob Villee, a national leader on non-dispersible wipes issues and
Executive Director of Plainsfield (NJ) Area Sewage Authority, will provide an update on wipes issues and provides a
national and global perspective on the issue. The second panel was assembled by CASA and will discuss issues
related to no drugs down the drain. Speakers include Heidi Sanborn of the California Product Stewardship Council
and Melody LaBella of the Central Contra Costa Sanitary District.
The Summit will be held on Friday, May 1st from 8am to Noon at the Town & Country Event Center in San Diego.
Event info is posted on www.myac15.org.
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ENERGY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE REPORT
Steven Hernandez, Chair
stevenhernandez@lacsd.org

Jesse Pompa, Vice Chair
jpompa@ieua.org

Bioenergy Feed-in Tariff: Comments on the Proposed Tariff and PPA Drafted by Utilities by Steven Hernandez, Chair
- LACSD
The Bioenergy FiT is the CPUC’s implementation of SB1122, which ordered the creation of a 250 MW carve out for
bioenergy. 110 MW is available under Category One, which includes wastewater biogas, organic waste diversion,
food processing, and codigestion. The staring price for the Bioenergy Market Adjusting Tariff or BioMAT) will be
$127.72/MWh once the first auction kicks off.
Earlier the Investor Owned Utilities submitted a draft Tariff and PPA, which will be used by anyone entering into the
program. Comments and Reply Comments on the draft Tariff and PPA have been submitted to the CPUC. Comments
submitted by the Bioenergy Association of California, which represents water agencies as well as other bioenergy
groups, focused on modifying the Tariff and PPA to make participation in the program easier since the whole idea of
SB1122 was to spur the development of bioenergy projects which could not compete with solar in the existing feedin tariff program. BAC’s comments assert that many of the Tariff and PPA provisions are not consistent with the
CPUC’s prior decision on implementation of SB1122. Expect at least a few months to pass for the CPUC to wade
through the comments and decide what modifications if any will be made to the Tariff and PPA.
AB1144 Unbundled Renewable Energy Credits at POTWs by Steven Hernandez, Chair - LACSD
As many of you are aware the Renewable Energy Credits (RECs) that are produced behind the meter at wastewater
treatment plants were assigned to Portfolio Content Category 3, or “Bucket” 3, by the CPUC. This unfairly lumps
renewable generation that is used on-site with other unbundled RECs such as out of state power. At the time of that
decision, the Commissioner noted that the issue of unbundled RECs should be revisited by the legislature. AB1144
(Rendon) has been introduced for the 2015 legislative session and would clarify that RECs generated and sold by
wastewater treatment agencies that utilize their renewable energy on-site in California are placed in Bucket 1
alongside "bundled" RECs, rather than in Category 3 where they currently reside. Currently Bucket 1 RECs are valued
between $12 and $30/MWh while Bucket 3 RECs are valued between $0.50 and $0.90/MWh. The goal of the
legislation is to encourage additional bioenergy development at California wastewater treatment plants.
March 26th Energy Management Committee Meeting by John Pastore, SCAP
SCAP’s Energy Management Committee held its first meeting of the year on March 26 th at the offices of the Orange
County Sanitation District. A copy of all meeting presentations can be found on the SCAP website here.
The meeting was packed with relevant information for agencies that would like to consider developing energy
efficiency projects Beginning with Mr. Umesh Murthy from OCSD, who presented an informative overview of OCSD’s
comprehensive energy audit, which includes an in-house approach to planning, budgeting and project follow-up.
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Next, Mr. James Ferro from The Energy Network shared case studies from some of the 53 participating

OCSD’s Umesh Murthy

James Ferro of The Energy Network

public agencies that are currently taking advantage of this free program to develop energy saving projects. Mr. Ferro
explained how this free service, funded by the California Public Utilities Commission, can help water and wastewater
agencies reduce their electricity costs by as much as 40%. I can’t stress enough what a great program this is,
especially for smaller agencies, and I strongly encourage you to consider this unique opportunity.
The Energy Network offers a full range of energy efficiency services all at no cost, including:
● Project management
● Comparative energy use analysis of facilities
● Investment grade energy audits
● Performance specifications
● Contractor Scope of Work development
● Construction management support services
● Expedited construction procurement services
● Financial services provided by PFM
● Ongoing energy management tools
For further information please contact The Energy Network or James Ferro at jferro@energycoalition.org or at 650963-6333.
Lastly, we were very excited to learn about a very simple, but new, technology that is revolutionizing how mixing can
be used to provide energy savings and enhance air transfer in tanks. Mr. Kris Drewry and Craig Johnston from Pulsed
Hydraulics, Inc., came down from Washington state to showcase their mixing equipment that is used in a process
they have dubbed “Big Bubble Mixing”. Mr. Drewry’s presentation included interesting videos that showed the
simplistic design that produces a massive bubble at the bottom of the tank, which creates a mixing zone as it rises to
the surface.
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PHI’s Craig Johnston displaying the bubble producing device

There aren’t too many surprises these days when it comes to aeration systems but the simplicity of this device, which
produces a pulsed bubble of air that increases mixing and enhances air transfer, is the exception. PHI reports not
only significant energy savings from the use of this device, in conjunction with conventional aeration systems, but its
track record when used in wet wells with grease problems is impressive. More information can be found on their
website here. A copy of their presentation is also posted on the SCAP website here and additional videos have been
provided to SCAP, which I can provide to anyone that wishes to view them.

WATER ISSUES COMMITTEE REPORT
Al Javier, Chair
javiera@emwd.org

Rebecca Franklin, Vice Chair
Rebecca.franklin@sbmwd.org

EPA Withdraws Approval of ATP for Two-Concentration Test for Toxicity by John Pastore, SCAP
In its February 11, 2015 letter (copy here), EPA withdrew its Alternative Test Procedure (ATP) approval previously
granted to the State Waterboard authorizing the use of a two concentrations test for toxicity. Citing SCAP’s legal
challenge filed in the Eastern District Court of California, EPA admitted that an incorrect procedure was followed in
approving the ATP. This was a mjor contention of SCAP’s lawsuit. It appears that EPA will likely correct this mistake
and proceed with follow up rulemaking to revise the ATP in the very near future.
May 4, 2015 Water Committee Meeting by John Pastore, SCAP
Please consider joining us for the next SCAP Water Issues Committee meeting scheduled for May 4 th at the offices of
the Orange County Sanitation District (OCSD) in Fountain Valley. The meeting will include presentations from OCSD
and the Orange County Water District (OCWD) describing their joint involvement in operation of the Groundwater
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Replenishment Project (GWR) followed by a tour of project facilities. Because bus transportation will be used,
reservations will be limited to the first 30 members. A detailed notice and agenda will be sent out in early April.
CASA’s Public Policy Forum - April 27-28, 2015

The California Association of Sanitation Agencies (CASA) is hosting its 2015 Public Policy Forum on April 27 and 28 at
the Sheraton Grand in Sacramento. Attendees will have the opportunity to hear from state elected officials and
subject matter experts on important issues such as the future of renewable energy in the state and the latest
developments with Proposition 218. The theme of the event is “The Power of Water” and as wastewater agencies
move toward a utility of the future model, enhancing your knowledge of resource recovery efforts and the latest
developments in renewable energy policy has never been more important. [Register today]
This year Assembly Member Jacqui Irwin will give the opening address and discuss her transition from local
government to the state Legislature. Other speakers and panelists include Colin Grinnell of the Senate Governance
and Finance Committee, Jay Dickenson of the Senate Energy, Utilities and Communications Committee, and Caitrin
Chappelle of the Public Policy Institute of California (PPIC). Assembly Member Brian Maienschein, Chair of the
Assembly Local Government Committee, will close the forum and talk about issues of interest to the local
government community.
For complete information regarding the Public Policy Forum visit CASA's website and register today.
Cyber Attacks Editorial reprinted courtesy of American City and County - Government Update
“Cyber threats will never be eliminated, but cyber risks can be mitigated”, according to Roger Cressey, NBC News’
counter-terrorism analyst and former presidential advisor to both the Clinton and Bush administrations.
Cressey addressed an audience of approximately 200 as IWCE 2015’s opening keynote speaker. He advised the
varied group of industry professionals and public-safety leaders to get ahead of the cybersecurity curve and to start
thinking about cyber threats proactively, rather than reactively. The so-called Internet of Everything--the next
generation of interconnectivity between traditionally non-computerized devices—presents myriad problems.
Technology is moving faster than the security industry can keep up, which means cyber criminals always have the
upper hand, Cressey said. “How do we understand how all these connected devices operate in that Internet of
Everything environment?” asked Cressey. “This is an enormous security issue.”
Interconnectivity means interdependencies, and interdependencies often mean weak links in the cyber-security
chain, Cressey said. For example, a corporate firm could have an extremely tight, sophisticated network, but it gives
the office’s HVAC managers access to control thermostats remotely. If the HVAC company’s network doesn’t have
the same stringent security requirements as the corporation, it becomes a liability. This is exactly how the highprofile Target breach occurred, Cressey reminded the audience. Target reacted swiftly, and rectified the issue.
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But in the case of Target, and of numerous high profile security breaches around the globe, it was the failure itself
that prompted the action--a pattern that Cressey says is backward.
“If you are throwing [resources] at the problem after the fact, you are failing,” he said. So what is the solution? “The
first thing you have to do is admit you have a problem,” Cressey said. Every organization needs to assume it will be
attacked at some point. “The most sophisticated networks, in government and out of government, are going to be
compromised,” says Cressey. “That’s a reality.” The right approach is to develop a plan before the attack happens to
mitigate its inevitable impact. This shift in thinking about cybersecurity that public-sector and private-sector leaders
must adopt. “An investment in cybersecurity is not about preventing the breach,” Cressey said. “It is about adopting
a risk approach that allows you to minimize the impact--the data manipulation and the data loss--and resuming
business operations as quickly as you can.”

WASTEWATER PRETREATMENT COMMITTEE REPORT
Jim Colston, Chair
JColston@ocsd.com

Barbara Sharatz, Vice Chair
BSharatz@sandiego.gov

SCAP’s March 17th Wastewater Pretreatment Committee Meeting by John Pastore, SCAP
SCAP’s latest Wastewater Pretreatment Committee held its latest meeting on March 17th at the offices of the Inland
Empire Utilities Agency in Chino, CA. The meeting featured a presentation by Tony Jeng from enfoTech & Consulting,
who discussed in-depth the Electronic Reporting requirements for Pretreatment Programs under the new federal
rules. Mr. Jeng also provided a detailed explanation of enfoTech’s proprietary software for preparing and submitting
the electronic reports on-line, including numerous screen shots of the forms.

EnfoTech’s Tony Jeng

Screen shot from electronic reporting form

Additionally, Mark Kawamoto from OCSD, provided an update to the committee on the status of the Dental Amalgam
Rule. According to Mark the public comment period has ended and EPA is currently reviewing the comments, which
can be found on-line on EPA’s website.
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A subcommittee of SCAP’s Wastewater Pretreatment Committee, led by Mark, prepared and submitted a comment
letter to EPA that addresses concerns over the new, proposed Dental Amalgam Rule. SCAP contends that the rule is
fundamentally flawed and EPA should consider alternative actions. A copy of the comment letter is posted on the
SCAP website and can be viewed here.

Non Sequitur
Every age has its pleasures, its style of wit, and its own ways.
- - - The Art of Poetry, III, l. 374

ANNOUNCEMENTS
SCAP welcomes our newest members
The City of Whittier
Whittier is located in Los Angeles County, about 12 miles southeast of the City of Los Angeles. A five Member City
Council under the Council-Manager form of government directs the City. Whittier is a charter law city and was
incorporated in 1898. The Charter form of City government was ratified in 1955. The City covers 14.8 square miles
and has an estimated population of 86,538. Businesses and industries in the area include 405 professional services,
517 retail stores, 193 family-type restaurants, 35 manufacturing plants, 9 hotels and motels, 7 automobile
dealerships and over 249 specialty shops and boutiques, predominantly located in Uptown Whittier, the Quad
shopping mall, as well as the Whittwood Town Center.
In 1784 Manuel Nieto, a retired captain who served in the Portola Expedition, was granted 300,000 plus acres of land
by the King of Spain. The land grant, in what is now California, stretched from the hills north of Whittier to the sea,
and from the Santa Ana River to the San Gabriel River. By 1822 Mexico had achieved political independence from
Spain, recalled the Spanish-appointed Governor from Alta California and appointed its own. In 1834 Mexico began to
"secularize" the missions and issued land grants to individual rancheros. Juan Crispin Perez received a grant for
Rancho Paso de Bartolo in 1835 for land that had initially belonged to the San Gabriel Mission. Perez eventually sold
five parcels of the Paso de Bartolo land to Pio de Jesus Pico (1801-1894), a ranchero who had already served as
Governor once (1832-33) and was to become last Mexico-appointed Governor of California (1845-46). Pico built his
home east of the San Gabriel River and South of Whittier Boulevard (El Camino Real), now the Pio Pico State Historic
Park. The Park underwent extensive renovations and re-opened in September 2003
Modern Whittier roots can be traced to 160 acres of public land acquired in 1868 by Jacob Gerkens. Gerkens was a
German immigrant who paid $234 to the U.S. government for the land under the auspices of the Homestead Act. Mr.
Gerkens built a small cabin on the property which stands today as the Jonathan Bailey House. The land changed
hands several times before 1,259 acres were acquired in 1887 by a group of Quakers interested in founding a new
community in California. The group acquired the land as the Pickering Land and Water Development Company. Many
"Friends" on the East Coast bought lots from the Company sight unseen, but all "fair-minded people" were invited to
settle here. Farmers in the area planted barley, beans, cabbage, corn, oats, peanuts, tomatoes and citrus. The town
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was named after fellow Quaker John Greenleaf Whittier, a famous poet, writer and newspaper editor. John
Greenleaf Whittier never had the opportunity to visit the town that bears his name but he did write and dedicate a
poem in honor of the new City.
Southern Pacific Railroad built the first railroad spur to Whittier in 1887. The railroad spur helped promote the boom
of the 1880's; lots were sold and resold and the community flourished. Whittier's first commercial enterprise, a
cannery, was followed by a lumber mill then a grist mill. By the 1890s the citrus industry was taking over and by 1901
the Whittier Citrus Association was formed and "Quaker Brand" citrus was known around the world. By 1906, 650
carloads of oranges and 250 carloads of lemons were shipped annually by rail. Harriet Russell Strong began growing
walnuts in the area in 1887 and others soon followed, eventually Whittier was known as the largest walnut growing
area in the United States. In 1904 the Pacific Electric opened the trolley line known as "Big Red Cars" from Los
Angeles to Whittier. In the first two decades over a million passengers a year rode to and from Los Angeles on the
Whittier line.
In 1884 an old shack (10' by 12') was converted into a schoolhouse, near what is now Painter Avenue, with Miss
Georgia Freeman as the school teacher. This first school in Whittier was only used for two years until the Evergreen
School was constructed. The Evergreen School was also quickly outgrown and construction began on the Bailey
School in 1889. The Jonathan Bailey School was the primary school for much of Whittier until it was eventually
demolished. The schoolhouse bell from the original Bailey School can be seen at City Hall.
In 1887 the Pickering Land and Water Company set aside a 20-acre parcel of land for the development of a college,
but a collapse in the land boom stalled construction. Progress on developing a college was sporadic, but on July 30,
1896 the Whittier Academy, operating since 1891, officially changed its name to Whittier College with 100 students
enrolled. By 1906, Whittier College was an educational institution with laboratories, boarding halls, a large
gymnasium and athletic fields. Due to an economic depression in the 1890s, the first bachelors degrees were not
awarded at the college for 17 years.
After World War II Whittier grew rapidly and the sub-dividing of orange groves began, driven by housing shortages in
southern California. In 1955 the new Civic Center complex was completed and the City Council met in new chambers
for the first time on March 8, 1955. The City continued to grow as the City annexed portions of Whittier Boulevard
and East Whittier. The 1961 annexation added over 28,000 people to the population, bringing the total to about
67,000.
Whittier's strong sense of history and vision for the future has made it an upscale and dynamic residential
community. Throughout the years, the City of Whittier has striven to provide a healthy and safe community and a
well-maintained infrastructure enhanced by planned patterns of growth and development. Through a balance of
economic, social, political, cultural and recreational opportunities, the City Council has encouraged an atmosphere
conducive to community spirit and active participation in the affairs and progress of the community. Such efforts
have been made to ensure a visually pleasing community in which the City's identity and character are preserved and
enhanced. The official flower of the City is the Friendship Rose.
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