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Executive Director’s Message
COUNTING SHEEP!
STRIKING IT RICH!!
HAPPY 60TH ANNIVERSARY OCSD!
It was bound to happen sooner or later! If you
have been a long-time reader of this column then
you know that I enjoy getting out into the
backcountry and spending time with the family,
while prospecting for gold with one thought in
mind, “strike it rich”. Up until now my success has
been about as good as my fishing prowess, or in
other words, pretty bad. But everything changed
this past weekend, as I spent 3 days up in the El
Paso Mountains near Garlock, CA checking out a new claim that my son
Scott and I had acquired through the Bureau of Land Management (BLM).

Check out our new Facebook Page
www.facebook.com/SCAPUPDATE
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the name Pastore translates to “shepherd” in Italian, I am not a farm-type person and sheep herding is not one of my
fortes. My only experience with sheep-type animals is that I know my good friend Ray Miller and his lovely wife
Marianne sometimes enjoy a good rack of lamb for dinner. So here we are trying to set up camp and literally a
thousand sheep descend on us from out of nowhere. Fortunately, my grandson Preston thought it was pretty cool.

So after wasting a good hour and a half chasing the critters off and cleaning up the stinky mess they left behind, we
finally got down to the business of searching for some signs of gold. In the past, our experiences have all been with
sluicing for gold in a river so this was to be our first attempt at “dry washing”, which entails operating a special piece
of equipment that uses an electro-static charge instead of water to
separate the gold from the dirt. Even though we had heard stories
from the “old timers” that there was a fortune in gold still hidden
within the walls of these mountains, we were not prepared for
what we would find next.
As we began to dig into the ancient river bed walls, to our surprise,
out popped huge chunks of gold the size of silver dollars. We had
brought water with us so that we could easily pan out our
concentrates from the dry washer and the nuggets were so large
that even little Preston was pulling them from the pan with ease.
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After a while I decided to take a break and try my luck at using my gold
detector to see if I could find a nugget up in the hillside where there were
remnants of an old mine. Imagine my surprise when the signal I got went off
the charts and after digging down less than a foot I found the motherlode of all
nuggets. So after two days of mining I realized that our claim was so full of
gold that I have no alternative other than to quit my day job and devote full
time to prospecting. I have even gone so far as to buy one of those funny
looking Miner-49er hats and have started to grow a beard.

Oh well, I can dream can’t I? By now you probably have realized its April Fool’s Day 2014. But nonetheless, the
experiences were real (except finding the gold of course) and being outdoors with the family was the greatest
treasure of all. On a side note, those little furry critters returned later in the afternoon, while we were away from
camp, to extract their revenge on us for being such rude hosts on their first visit and destroyed much of our
equipment. It seems we had left the water troughs out that we were panning in, and being rather thirsty out there in
the desert, they stomped on everything to get to the water.
Being out there in the desert and enjoying all it had to offer reminded me of just how beautiful our earth is and how
appreciative I am of what we have here in Southern California. As a reminder, Earth Day 2014 is April 22nd and I know
that many of your agencies are planning Earth Day festivities in celebration of it. I would be happy to post your
agency’s activities to our SCAP website calendar, if you are interested. Simply send me a copy of your flyer or
website link and I will see that it gets posted.
In case you were wondering, the idea for Earth Day came from a U.S. Senator, Gaylord Nelson, from Wisconsin, who
after witnessing the ravages of the 1969 massive oil spill in Santa Barbara, came up with the idea. He was inspired by
the student anti-war movement and realized that if he could infuse that energy with an emerging public
consciousness about air and water pollution, it would force environmental protection onto the national political
agenda. As a result, on the 22nd of April 1969, 20 million Americans took to the streets, parks, and auditoriums to
demonstrate for a healthy, sustainable environment in massive coast-to-coast rallies. Thousands of colleges and
universities organized protests against the deterioration of the environment. Groups that had been fighting against
oil spills, polluting factories and power plants, raw sewage, toxic dumps, pesticides, freeways, the loss of wilderness,
and the extinction of wildlife suddenly realized they shared common values.
Happy Earth Day 2014 everyone!
Foolishly yours,

John Pastore

Ralph along with SCAP wish to congratulate the Orange County Sanitation District for 60 years of superb service to the public
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California Clean Water Summit Partners Update by John Pastore, SCAP
The California Clean Water Summit Partners consist of the following associations:
 Bay Area Clean Water Association (BACWA)
 California Association of Sanitation Agencies (CASA)
 California Water Environment Association (CWEA)
 Central Valley Clean Water Association (CVCWA)
 Southern California Alliance of Publicly Owned Treatment Works (SCAP)
 Tri-TAC
The meetings consist of the executive officers and presidents from each association along with invited guests from the
regulatory agencies. The purpose of the meetings is to collaborate on issues of statewide concern with the intention
of presenting a unified message to the regulators.
The Summit Partners held their first meeting of 2014 recently on February 19 th in Sacramento. Invited guests
included Dee Dee D’Adamo, Member of the State Waterboard, and Elizabeth Haven, Deputy Director, Division of
Financial Assistance, SWRCB. SCAP will be the host for the next Summit Partners meeting, which will be held on May
6th.

“Our Governor being protected by two of California’s finest” by Ralph Palomares
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AIR QUALITY COMMITTEE REPORT
Kris Flaig, Chair
kris.flaig@lacity.org

David Rothbart, Vice Chair
drothbart@lacsd.org

LOCAL AIR DISTRICT NEWS AT A GLANCE
Posted meeting dates and proposed new rule development for the following air districts can be found at these sites:
Imperial County APCD
Mojave Desert AQMD
San Diego APCD
Santa Barbara APCD

Ventura County APCD

South Coast AQMD

SCAQMD 2016 Ozone Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP) by David Rothbart, Vice Chair-LACSD
Although air quality in the South Coast Air Basin has significantly improved since the days of smog alerts, we still have
a long way to go to achieve the 1997 and 2008 federal 8-hour Ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standards.
SCAQMD estimates that NOx (i.e., combustion emissions) needs be reduced by two-thirds to just achieve the 1997
standard. In accordance with the federal Clean Air Act, the air basin must achieve these stringent standards by 2023
and 2032, respectively.
We know that mobile sources emit over 80 percent of regional NOx and therefore must be the largest part of the
solution. On-road trucks have been identified as the single largest contributor to regional NOx. Other significant
contributors include: marine vessels, locomotives and aircraft.
Since most of the significant stationary sources are already well-controlled, attainment of the 1997 ozone standard
will require broad deployment of zero- and near-zero emission technologies prior to 2023. Specifically,
transportation sources such as trucks, locomotives, and cargo handling equipment will need to achieve zero- and
near-zero emission levels. SCAQMD and CARB indicate that potential technologies that could be deployed include:
hybrid-electric, battery-electric, and hydrogen fuel cell vehicle technologies.
SCAQMD is responsible for establishing a plan to achieve these federal standards (i.e., the 2016 Ozone AQMP), but
mobile sources are regulated by CARB and the EPA. As a result, SCAQMD will need to work with these agencies to
identify an approach to regulate these sources. SCAQMD has yet to determine whether further stationary source
reductions will be required, but it is clear that no stone will remain unturned.
SCAQMD has commenced the 2016 Ozone AQMP planning process, which will address how these federal standards
will be achieved. The first AQMP public meeting is scheduled on April 10th at 9am. This meeting will be held at
SCAQMD’s headquarters in Diamond Bar. Due to the potential impact of this process, SCAP members are strongly
encouraged to participate.
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SCAQMD Rule 317 by John Pastore, SCAP
SCAQMD Rule 317 was adopted in February 2011 to satisfy Section 185 of the Clean Air Act (CAA), which imposes a
penalty on major stationary sources in the South Coast Air Basin. This annual penalty requires each major source of
volatile organic compounds (VOC) or nitrogen oxides (NOx) to pay a fee of about $9,000 for each ton of emissions in
excess of 80 percent of a certain baseline. SCAQMD estimates that the total annual penalty from major NOx and VOC
sources in the South Coast Air Basin would exceed $36 million dollars. The fees capture small businesses and
essential public services, like us.
A lawsuit filed by the Communities for a Better Environment (CBE) and the National Resources Defense Council
(NRDC) challenges EPA’s approval of SCAQMD Rule 317 and objects to the rule’s reliance on another section of the
CAA, which allows a programmatic fee-equivalency approach to replace fees that would otherwise be paid by major
stationary sources. This fee-equivalency approach uses expenditures by EPA, CARB and SCAQMD on surplus emission
reduction programs, such as truck replacement, clean fuels and bus retrofit programs, on a dollar per dollar basis, to
offset the Section 185 fee obligations for stationary sources.
In the event this legal challenge is successful, SCAQMD would be required to collect Section 185 fees from major
stationary sources rather than relying upon the equivalency approach. Several SCAP members have estimated that
the annual penalty fee could exceed $1,000,000. The fee would be due each year and escalate with inflation until the
South Coast Air Basin attains the 1-hour ozone standard, estimated in 2023.
The SCAP Board of Directors recently approved the filing of an Amicus Brief in the matter to clearly state the position
of the POTW community on this issue.
Proposed Workgroup for collaboration on development of a source test protocol/method for MBR processing units
by Lyndy Lewis, IRWD
Recently several POTW’s within the South Coast Air Quality Management District’s (SCAQMD) jurisdiction have
received Permit’s to Construct with source testing requirements for Membrane Bioreactor’s (MBR) that are being
added to their sewage treatment processes. In a recent discussion with SCAQMD permitting staff, they stated that
they would seriously consider a joint effort by interested POTW’s to develop a single source testing method/protocol
for all MBR’s and the source testing of at least two MBR’s to develop emission factors that could possibly be applied
to other POTW’s installing MBR’s in the future. If your agency has immediate or future plans to construct an MBR at
your facility, and you would be interested in participating in a possible joint effort as described, please contact Lyndy
Lewis at lewis@irwd.com], and a meeting or conference call will be set up at a later date based on the response.
Next Scheduled SCAP Air Quality Committee Meeting
The next Air committee meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 29th starting at 10:00 am at the offices of the Los
Angeles County Sanitation Districts in Whittier. Be sure and consult the SCAP website calendar for any last minute
changes to this schedule.
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BIOSOLIDS COMMITTEE REPORT
Matt Bao, Chair
mbao@lacsd.org

Tom Meregillano, Vice Chair
TMeregillano@ocsd.org

Diane Gilbert Jones, Vice Chair
diane.gilbert@lacity.org

March 11th Biosolids Committee Meeting by John Pastore, SCAP
On March 11th the Biosolids committee held its first meeting of the year, which was hosted by the City of Los Angeles
Bureau of Sanitation, and was held at the Environmental Learning Center (ELC) located at the Hyperion Treatment
Plant. A big thank you is in order to committee vice chair, Diane Gilbert Jones, for making the meeting arrangements.
For those who have not had a chance to visit the ELC, please consider scheduling a visit at your earliest convenience.
The ELC is amazing and has many exhibits that hold interest for all ages.

The Kitchen of the Future

Anaergia’s Dave Snyder

The first half of our meeting included a guided tour of the ELC and all its exhibits and interactive games. Highlighting
the tour was a trip to the “green” rooftop where a lawn that is irrigated with recycled water and a solar heater work
in harmony to provide heating for the facility’s potable water system.
The second half of the meeting included updates from the committee chairs, Matt, Tom and Diane and a
presentation by Anaergia’s Dave Snyder regarding their services and featured projects, including the Enertech Site
Redevelopment “Rialto Bioenergy Facility” and a food waste demonstration project scheduled for the Encina
Wastewater Authority in Carlsbad.
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February 25th, 2014 Meeting between CASA and US EPA Representatives in Washington D.C. (courtesy of Greg
Kester, CASA)
The following summary includes select highlights from CASA’s meeting with USEPA in Washington D.C. that took
place on February 25th, for the purpose of educating federal officials on CA biosolids issues and to voice concerns
over policy direction.
Meeting Participants: CASA – Greg Kester (CASA), Mike Connor (EBDA), Omar Moghaddam (City of LA), Jim Colston
(OCSD), and Jayne Strommer (Delta Diablo SD), USEPA – Rick Stevens (OW/OST – National Biosolids Lead); Kathryn
Gallagher (Branch Chief, ERAB / HECD / OST / OW); Santhini Ramasamy (OW / OST); Bob Bastian (OW / MSD);
Andrew Hudock (OECA) – Electronic Reporting Rule update; Neeharika Naik-Dhungel (CHP Partnership Program
Manager); Jeff Jollie and Bruce Kobelski (OGWDW / UIC Program) – Craig Dufficy (OSWER)
Via Conference call - Lauren Fondahl (EPA Region 9 Biosolids Coordinator); Charlotte Ely (EPA Region 9 Air Office) –
CAA (ozone standards) and climate change mitigation; Eric Byous (EPA Region 9 Air Office); Tom Huetteman (EPA
Region 9 Air Office); Bob Brobst – EPA Region 8 Biosolids Coordinator
CASA overview of regulatory and legislative issues in California as well as a summary of biosolids management
practices - Greg Kester (CASA)
Greg Noted that 680,000 dry metric tons (DMT) of biosolids were managed in California in 2012: of which 370,000
DMT were land applied (233,000 as Class A); 154,000 DMT used as Alternative Daily Cover (ADC); 17,000 DMT as fuel
in cement kilns; 10,000 DMT for deep well injection as beneficial uses; as well as 66,000 DMT buried at landfills,
20,000 at Surface Disposal sites; and 19,000 DMT incinerated.
It was noted that the wastewater community is poised to directly assist the state in achieving multiple legislative
mandates and goals to be accomplished by 2020, including: 75% recycling of all solid waste (as organics are phased
out of landfills, land application is the most viable recycling option after sufficient treatment); achieving at least 33%
of energy needs from renewable sources (most wastewater plants employ anaerobic digestion which produces
biomethane – a clean renewable energy); achieving 1990 levels of CO2 equivalent emission levels (biosolids
sequester carbon in the soil and avoid the use of fossil fuel intense inorganic commercial fertilizer); and the 10%
reduction in carbon intensity of transportation fuel (methane can be converted to transportation fuel which CARB
has assigned a negative or very low carbon intensity in the Low Carbon Fuel Standard program.
It was noted that CalRecycle will be submitting a report to the legislature on how to accomplish the 75% recycling
goal and it is expected to include a ban on organics at landfills. It remains unclear whether biosolids will be included
in the recommended ban and whether it will ultimately include ADC. It was noted that mine reclamation with
biosolids is promoted in Region 9 and is expected to increase this year. A summary of the Bay Area Biosolids to
Energy coalition was provided. Planning is underway for three different technology demonstrations. In addition, the
Coalition is negotiating with two technology providers to implement commercial scale facilities in the Bay Area.
Update on cancer slope factor for Inorganic Arsenic – Santhini Ramasamy (OW/OST)
This ongoing effort is led by the Integrated Risk Information System (IRIS) program. It is of interest to us because in
2010 they recommended a new cancer slope factor (CSF) for inorganic arsenic that would have assumed a 17 fold
increase in its carcinogenicy but used flawed scientific studies (in CASA and many others views) and for which many
comments were submitted. The National Academies of Science recommended a defined process for determining
which scientific studies were to be used in the development of CSF and IRIS is now following those protocols.
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A report on the process and the science used will be released by IRIS, including the use of recommended background
levels from the NAS, and draft recommendations for a new CSF will be released to the NAS by the end of 2014.
Products derived from wastewater and biosolids – Bob Bastian (OWM)
Questions have surfaced over how to regulate products derived from wastewater or biosolids, such as struvite or
phosphorus fertilizers such as through the Osterra process. Understanding that it is a bit like fitting a round peg in a
square hole, there is limited ability to regulate these products outside of part 503. More discussion will be necessary
on this issue, but it was noted that there is no pathogen treatment process nor vector control process to which these
products are subjected, which makes regulation under part 503, tenuous at best. We indicated a strong willingness
to work with EPA to help determine an appropriate path forward to facilitate the use of such products.
Electronic Reporting Rule update (response to comments) - Andrew Hudock (OECA)
USEPA released their draft rule in 2013 and the public comment period ended on December 12, 2013. A
Supplemental Notice is expected to be released this summer and will include a response to public comments,
clarification on a number of items from the proposed rule, and a new public comment period. A Final Rule is
expected to be released in early 2015. It is expected that minimum data standards will be required but not a
prescribed data base so that states can utilize their own system and transmit only those data points as required by
federal law. (State or even individual facility?)
Data systems will need to be CROMMER certified in accordance with 40 CFR 3. The final rule is not likely to include
performance goals or limits. We will need to continue to monitor and track this process as specific questions related
to our submitted comments remain unanswered. Mr. Hudock is very willing to work with us as this process
proceeds.
Potential proactive action to mitigate competing requirements relative to CAA (ozone standards) and climate
change mitigation (i.e., South Coast rule 1110.2 forced by ozone severe non-attainment but which will force
POTWs to flare methane rather than use it) – Bob Bastian (OWM), Eric Byous and Charlotte Ely (Region 9 Office of
Sustainability)
Kester provided a more detailed overview of competing priorities in California – GHG emission reductions versus CAA
ozone attainment requirements and the adoption by SCAQMD of Rule 1110.2. Byous noted his biogas workgroup is
looking at technologies from around the world to allow cost effective compliance with the rule and confirmed that
Region 9 is encouraging POTWs to accept hauled in organic waste for co-digestion for all the reasons stated under
item 1 above. Omar Moghaddam also noted that the Department of Energy now also has direct interest in this. No
real solutions appear immediately forthcoming; however, we will remain engaged with the Region 9 workgroup and
others.
CA is actively seeking to eliminate organic waste at landfills – how does this comform with agency and national
efforts to promote landfills as bioreactors? – Craig Dufficy (OSWER)
The Office of Solid Waste does not officially promote the use of landfills as bioreactors. They do however
acknowledge that there are landfills across the nation that do operate in that mode. Some even accept liquid
biosolids or septage to promote the breakdown of waste, increased methane production and capture, and extended
site life for the landfill. Examples include the Yolo County landfill (I will further investigate this) and one in Michigan.
Changes to the UIC Codes to incorporate the City of LA deep well injection program - Jeff Jollie and Bruce Kobelski
(OGWDW’s UIC Program)
Omar Moghaddam provided an excellent update on the Terminal Island Renewable Energy (TIRE) project. The City of
Los Angeles is completing its 6th year of operation of deep well injection of biosolids at its Terminal Island plant into
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depleted oil reserve caverns at a depth of 6,000 feet. They have injected over 200 million gallons of biosolids at 6%
total solids. The inject 100% of their Terminal Island biosolids as well as several truck loads a day from Hyperion.
They have just been issued a new Class 5 UIC permit which will allow them to inject to a depth of 7500 feet. They are
drilling a fourth well so will now use two wells for injection and two wells for monitoring, which will allow 24 hour
injection while rotating between the two injection wells. They have monitored between 51 and 90% methane
generation in the caverns but have not extracted any yet.
Special afternoon meeting on pesticides took place at the Office of Pesticide Programs in Crystal City, VA.
Attended by Greg Kester (CASA), Mike Connor (EBDA) and Al Barefoot (Dupont and the Pyrethroid Working Group
(PWG ie, Manufacturers) with Molly Clayton (Program Re-registration Division), Mah Shamim (Branch Chief,
Environmental Fate and Exposure Division), Tracy Perry (OPP/PRD), Keith Sappington (OPP/EDED), Kevin Costello
(OPP/PRD), Patricia Parrott (OPP/PRD)
Provided EPA with an update on the pyrethroid survey conducted in California in 2013 as part of the Department of
Pesticide Regulation (DPR) registration review process. Many in the room had not yet seen the report so Al Barefoot
presented a slide show, previously used at the American Chemical Society conference (though he never made it all
the way through it because of too many questions). EPA was extremely engaged and receptive to our main point –
that the Federal Insecticide Fungicide and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) within EPA is the appropriate regulatory authority
for pesticides rather than the Clean Water Act and the Office of Water.
In general the survey was a first step effort to obtain a snapshot of concentration data in influent, effluent, and
biosolids for eight pyrethroids under registration review by the California Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR).
No determination of impact or assignment of meaning has yet been attributed to the concentration levels found but
follow up work is anticipated. It should be noted however than a number of the effluent concentrations did exceed
various benchmarks such as existing and proposed TMDL targets for pyrethroids. US EPA was made aware of the fact
that we need to know whether the concentration levels found are of any environmental or public health
consequence. They voiced appreciation for the update and noted that they will be in touch with both CASA and PWG
as efforts proceed. We noted with Al Barefoot that there is desire to build on the proactive relationship we have
forged with the PWG and there are mutual areas of interest, such as source identification, in which we may be able
to further collaborate.
Temporary Impasse on CalRecycle Permitting Exclusion for Hauled in Waste at POTWs courtesy of Greg Kester,
CASA
I wanted to alert you to an unfortunate impasse we have reached with CalRecycle relative to the implementation of
the exclusion language we have worked on with them and the State Water Boards for the receipt of hauled-in
organic waste at Wastewater Treatment plants (POTWs). As you recall, we worked with the State Water Boards to
develop permit language which would require a POTW to develop standard operating procedures (SOPs) for this
activity. This was articulated in a letter from Tom Howard (SWRCB Executive Director) to all POTWs with a design
flow greater than 1 MGD on September 25, 2013. Meanwhile CalRecycle has released draft regulations that will
provide an exclusion from their Transfer Station/Process Facility regulations as long as the POTW is in compliance
with the permit condition language. The difficulty we are now facing is that the CalRecycle regulations will not
become final for more than a year so we need to determine a pragmatic path forward during this interim period.
There is existing law at Section 17403.1(a)(7)(G) which allows a Local Enforcement Authority (LEA – generally the
county health official who implements CalRecycle regulations) to exclude discrete waste streams from their
regulations if they are “…. already subject to stricter handling requirements under Federal or State law.” I have

Page | 11

April 2014
Homepage

Air Report

Biosolids Report

Collections Report

Energy Report

Water Report

Pretreatment Report

requested that CalRecycle recommend that an LEA invoke this exclusion when a POTW has complied with everything
as recommended by the Tom Howard letter. We all agree that CalRecycle cannot mandate action by an LEA.
CalRecycle unfortunately has thus far decided against this course of recommended action. We are therefore in the
same position as five years ago when we began seeking resolution to dual regulatory jurisdictions and the
inconsistent patch-quilt regulatory landscape created by LEA oversight of POTWs. We will continue the dialogue with
CalRecycle and will try to find a reasonable interim solution. In the meantime we recommend you continue to
develop SOPs and work with your Regional Water Board on the receipt of hauled in organic waste for co-digestion.

COLLECTIONS COMMITTEE REPORT
Ralph Palomares, Chair
RPalomares@etwd.com

Dindo Carrillo, Vice Chair
dcarrillo@ocsd.com

Collection Systems Committee Update by Ralph Palomares, Chair – El Toro WD
Well April is already here and didn’t March just shake by us really quick and although I am not new to earthquakes,
you always have to wonder how long it’s going to shake, rattle, and roll. I was on my computer when the big one hit
on Friday evening and living on top of sand really makes your home go up and down and sideways, but hey it was
over in about 20 seconds.
After Saturday afternoon’s quake and the one Saturday evening, while I was in Fullerton for a friend’s birthday party,
that Sunday morning I updated my earthquake supply kit and, believe it or not, I just added those fresh foil packs of
drinking water I had bought weeks ago at the army-navy surplus store and some new gloves and a hand full of tools.
I did see on Local TV that the City of Fullerton had some water mains that were damaged and also experienced
power outages, but I am sure that the City is just like the rest of us, with all employees having been properly trained
for such disasters as earthquakes, fires, or floods. I still have my shoes sitting next to my bed at night along with my
flashlight just in case and will continue to for the next few weeks or until the shaking stops. If an earthquake is
strong enough, we will likely be called into work to assist with getting the water and wastewater flowing again and,
who knows, this could take weeks even with outside assistance from other agencies. So I suggest always being
prepared by having your emergency kit stored in your private vehicle because who knows where you will be when
the next big quake hits.
On a different note, I will be discussing at our next meeting a
local agency that is using a mild acid to dissolve calcium
carbonate and seems to be removing tons of it! Who knew?
Our SCAP Collections Committee meeting is fast approaching
us and it’s scheduled for May 22nd at the Victor Valley
Wastewater Reclamation Authority in Victorville. So look for
the meeting flyer to be emailed to you in the coming weeks
ahead and on the SCAP website.
Spray cans in Bolsa Wetlands after the last rain storm 2014
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I would also like to invite you to a sanitary sewer spill estimation seminar on April 15, 2014 at the San Juan
Capistrano Community Center from 9:00 am until 12:00 pm presented by SARBS. This is free and if you have any
questions, please call me at 949-837-7050 ext. 104 or at 949-421-8120.
I hope to see a lot of you up in Santa Clara California at the Annual CWEA Conference in April, where I will represent
my agency El Toro Water District and of course SCAP, SARBs, and the WDR group.
Remember “Be Safe and Be Prepared and always Recycle”!
State Water Board SSO Data Review Committee by Dindo Carrillo, Vice Chair-OCSD
Last February 27, 2014, the SSO Data Review Committee met to discuss the SSS WDR Order. This committee meets
quarterly and is open to everyone. If you would like to participate, you only need to contact Victor Lopez of the
SWRCB (Victor.Lopez@waterboards.ca.gov).
At the last meeting the discussion was mainly on the new Technical Report requirement of the updated SSS WDR
Monitoring and Reporting Program (MRP). The SWRCB had received many inquiries and requests to have a guidance
document created for the Technical Report (required when 50,000 gallons or more reach surface waters) and the
accompanying Water Quality Monitoring Program. It has been confirmed that the SWRCB will create a guidance
document for the Technical Report and will place it in the SSO Enrollee’s Guide, which can be found on the SWRCB
SSO website. No date has been given when this document will be completed. Although, the SWRCB has already
started in reviewing Technical Reports submitted to date and will create a template from them for everyone’s use.
The SWRCB is also soliciting input from the Regional Water Boards and the SWRCB Office of Enforcement on what
should be in the Water Quality Monitoring Program plans. It was suggested at the committee meeting to have
volunteers provide their Technical Reports and Water Quality Monitoring Program plans to the SWRCB /Office of
Enforcement for review and inclusion in the Guidance Document.

May SCAP Collection Systems Committee Meeting
The next collections committee meeting will be held on May 22 nd and hosted by the Victor Valley Wastewater
Reclamation Authority at their treatment plant in Victorville, CA. The meeting will include a tour of VVWRA’s offsite
tunneling project, located at the Upper Narrows. A meeting notice will be forthcoming later this month.
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ENERGY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE REPORT
Steven Hernandez, Chair
shernandez@lacsd.org

Jesse Pompa, Vice Chair
jpompa@ieua.org

SCAP Energy Management Committee Meeting
The next SCAP Energy Committee meeting will be scheduled for the May/June timeframe and will be hosted by the
Victor Valley Wastewater Reclamation Authority at their treatment plant in Victorville, CA. The meeting will include a
presentation and guided tour of VVWRA’s omnivore recuperative thickening demonstration project. This is a process
that was first developed and used in Europe and VVWRA’s project will be the first of its kind in North America.
According to VVWRA’s General Manager, Logan Olds, “it thickens anaerobic solids and produces significantly more
biogas that can then be used for energy production”. A meeting notice will be forthcoming later this month.

WATER ISSUES COMMITTEE REPORT
Al Javier, Vice Chair, Chair
javiera@emwd.org

Jennifer Shepardson, Vice Chair
Shepardson_Je@sbcity.org

New Toxicity Requirements in the Calleguas MWD NPDES Permit by John Pastore, SCAP
On March 6th, 2014, the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board issued a new NPDES permit to the
Calleguas Municipal Water District for the Regional Salinity Management Pipeline’s discharges to the ocean. Instead
of the 73 chronic toxicity unit (TUc) effluent limit included in the last permit, the new permit has “Pass/Fail” effluent
limitations using USEPA’s Test of Significant Toxicity (TST) approach. Dischargers statewide are concerned about this
new approach being mandated without any regulatory changes, and based solely on guidance documents.
The SCAP Board of Directors has authorized the Executive Director to file a “Petition for Review” of this permit with
the State Water Resources Control Board by April 5th. The petition will focus on the precedent being set by this
permit, question the legal authority for this new approach, and suggest that the TST approach be discretionary,
instead of a mandate that is inconsistent with the approach set forth in the promulgated Ocean Plan. It is planned
that the petition be immediately placed in abeyance, so it will not be heard, if ever, until after the State Water Board
has the broader conversation about how to regulate chronic toxicity in California.
Proposed Rule on Waters of the United States Preserves Waste Treatment Exemption courtesy of CASA Connects
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers released a draft rule earlier this
week addressing the jurisdictional reach of the Clean Water Act (the Act). The draft rule seeks to provide additional
guidance on which waters are covered by the Act’s regulatory and permitting requirements and will be subject to a
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90-day public comment period. CASA has worked diligently over the past several years to ensure the preservation of
the existing "waste treatment" exemption. Current federal regulations exempt from federal jurisdiction waste
treatment systems consisting of bodies of water that were not created in waters of the United States and did not
result from the impoundment of waters of the United States. Wastewater treatment facilities frequently rely upon
designed ponds or lagoons to meet Act requirements and provide optimal treatment. The new rule preserves the
exemption and also confirms that groundwater is not ensnared by the new rule. If the proposed rule is adopted
without change to either of these provisions, CASA will prevail on its top priority issues.
Topics:
Water Week 2014 by John Pastore, SCAP
SCAP is pleased to be a supporting partner along with NACWA and other water/wastewater agencies across the
nation that support water week 2014 and a collective voice for clean water. For more information, visit
http://www.waterweek.us/ .
March 20th Meeting of the SCAP Water Issues Committee
The first meeting of the year for the SCAP Water Issues Committee meeting was held on March 20th at the offices of
the Inland Empire Utilities Agency.
The meeting included:
 An update by LACSD’s Phil Markle regarding the Calleguas Creek NPDES permit and toxicity requirement; the
SWRCB’s Toxicity Plan; the statewide Freshwater Biological Objectives; and EPA’s Ammonia Criteria;
 An update by committee chair, Al Javier-EMWD, on the SWRCB’s Industrial General Permit for stormwater;
 A presentation by Dudek’s Bryn Evans entitled, “What does MS4 mean to you? A study of sewer and storm
drain cross contamination”;
 An update on the Unified Beach Water Quality Monitoring & Assessment Program for South Orange County
by SOCWA’s Brennon Flahive;
 Proposed changes to the statewide SSO-WDR by John Pastore; and
 A discussion of SSO WQ monitoring and testing costs by john Pastore.
A copy of Bryn’s presentation is posted on the SCAP website here.

Dudek’s Bryn Evans presenting on the sewer/storm drain cross contamination issue
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WASTEWATER PRETREATMENT COMMITTEE REPORT
Jim Colston, Chair
JColston@ocsd.com

Barbara Sharatz, Vice Chair
BSharatz@sandiego.gov

SCAP Wastewater Pretreatment Committee Meeting
The next SCAP Pretreatment Committee meeting is scheduled for June 10th at the offices of the Inland Empire
Utilities Agency in Chino, CA. Stay tuned for further details.

Non Sequitur
It is a newspaper's duty to print the news and raise hell.
------- The Chicago Times (1861)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
SCAP welcomes our newest Associate member: “Tecogen”
Tecogen manufactures and services natural gas engine-driven cogeneration, air conditioning, and water heaters
where engine heat can be used at our customers facility saving money and reducing greenhouse gas and carbon
emissions.
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OCSD’s 2013 Biosolids Management Program Performance Report
This year's annual brochure is now available and features a new, cool infographic style.


Use the QR codes or click-through friendly links to learn even more about our program with special website
articles.

2013 Annual Compliance Report Available
The annual compliance report is submitted to regulators in February of each year and made available on our website
via www.ocsewers.com/503.
The annual report includes information on our regulatory compliance, conformance with our goals and our certified
management system.

Please Support our SCAP Associate Members
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