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Executive Director’s Message
RESOLUTIONS ARE MADE TO BE BROKEN?
VICTORY FOR SCAP!
DOES ALIEN LIFE EXIST?
Now that my new year’s resolution has gone by
the wayside, I decided to instead focus on my
Lenten sacrifice. As a kid I always chose noble
acts such as giving up candy or watching my
favorite television show (which wasn’t really that
big of a deal since my parents owned an old
Emerson black and white television set that only
received 3 basic channels and that was on a good
day when the aluminum foil on the rabbit ears
was positioned just right). So this year I decided
to change it up a bit and find something that was more worthwhile
(especially since I now own a high definition color tv that gets about 3
million or so channels). After pondering my alternatives, I determined that
I needed to spend more time meeting with people face to face. In order to
accomplish this, I surmised it would require me to forego all forms of
writing, including emailing. That turned out to be pretty cool, at least for
the first day, but as you can imagine, it didn’t go over very well with
everyone else, especially when it came time to publish the newsletter. So
it looks like I’m back to giving up candy once again!

The moral of the story is that we all have good intentions but the outcome
doesn’t always turn out the way we expect it to. This goes for our
SCAP STAFF
regulatory agencies as well, from EPA, to state agencies, all the way down
John Pastore, Executive Director to the local air and water boards. These agencies are made up of decent,
jpastore@scap1.org
dedicated individuals, who for the most part are interested in protecting
Pam
Merriam,
Administrator the public and the environment, much in the same way that we are. Last
month I mentioned a few instances where we differ in opinion with some
pmerriam@scap1.org
recently enacted regulations and proposed legislation. In particular, EPA’s
Ray Miller, Exec. Director Emeritus recent attempt to approve a new alternative procedure for toxicity testing.
rmiller@scap1.org
At the request of our members and with the approval of the SCAP Board,
we initiated litigation against EPA to challenge their methods.
Subsequently, EPA has withdrawn its approval of the test method citing
Southern California Alliance of
certain irregularities in their methodology. While this may only be a
Publicly Owned Treatment Works
temporary victory, as EPA will likely follow the federal guidelines to the tee
P.O. Box 231565
in the next go around, it does prove our member’s willingness to challenge
Encinitas, CA 92024-1565
any regulations that are deemed to be unfair or scientifically unfounded,
Ph. (760) 479-4880
Fax (760) 479-4881
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which just happens to coincide with the founding principles of our organization.
Speaking of science, what do you suppose will be the next big breakthrough in technology that will have a profound
effect on our wastewater industry? Over the last several years we have seen major advances in technology related
to renewable energy production and water purification/filtration methods. However, the standard treatment
process remains relatively unchanged from our grandfathers’ days. My friend Chuck Rogers at the Hill Canyon WTP is
still actively searching for that bacteria or enzyme that will completely devour his sludge leaving no residuals behind.
Perhaps the answer will come from the depths of the ocean or from outer space. I’m not talking alien technology
here, but all the same it’s not hard to imagine that bacteria exists in distant worlds.
Recent discoveries from the Mars Phoenix Lander have proven that the red planet has two
ice caps that are frozen into its soil and likely more water beneath the soil in the form of
permafrost. NASA’s Voyager and Galileo missions have revealed that one of the planet
Jupiter’s moons, Europa, appears to be crisscrossed with ridges, fractures and large chunks
resembling icebergs, leading scientists to believe that there is surface ice sitting over the
top of a large saltwater ocean. Likewise, a couple of Saturn’s 62 moons, namely Titan and
Encledadus, are thought to have water. The Huygens probe which landed on the surface
of Titan in 2005 sent back pictures of drainage channels and shorelines that could have
passed for those on earth. Needless to say, where there is water there is life!
While we are still years away from actually obtaining proof of life elsewhere in the solar system, closer at home
recent microbial discoveries are opening up new avenues for such things as electricity generation. Studies currently
being conducted at a USC campus laboratory, as well as in Catalina harbor, reveal experimentation with a new strain
of bacteria, Shewanella oneidensis, that can consume and live on electrons. This strain of bacteria was originally
discovered feeding on solid manganese oxide at the bottom of Oneida Lake in New York state. As research
continued, it was found that these bacteria belong to an immense alien ecosystem of bacteria on earth that has been
dubbed by the National Science Foundation as the “dark energy biosphere”. While the concept of a live organism
consuming metal is mind-blowing in itself, Dr. Moh El-Naggar, who made the original discovery, has now isolated six
different strains of this bacteria that have been found to also be capable of living solely on electrons. Further
experiments have shown that the process can be reversed and the bacteria can also be made to deliver electrons.
Specialized electrodes along with nano-wire leads have been designed that allow researchers to measure actual
current flow generated by the bacteria.
Imagine the possibilities in the wastewater industry if we are able to someday utilize bacteria in the treatment
process that not only devour organics but discharge electrons in a way that produces useable electricity. We could
have a self-generating source of renewable energy that is both greenhouse gas friendly and free of charge (no pun
intended). Going one step further with this concept, I found that some studies on water treatment have found that
manganese oxide has shown to be effective in the removal of 17 alpha-ethynylestradiol (EE2), a synthetic and
persistent estrogen, which is a well-known endocrine disrupting compound. So now we have found a way to feed
the bacteria and remove EDCs at the same time. What more could you ask for?
Genetically yours,

John Pastore
Page | 2

March 2015
Homepage

Air Report

Biosolids Report

Collections Report

Energy Report

Water Report

Pretreatment Report

“Winter Storms—Enjoy them cause they are few and far between”
Pictures by Ralph Palomares

AIR QUALITY COMMITTEE REPORT
David Rothbart, Chair
drothbart@lacsd.org

Jim Marchese, Vice Chair
jim.marchese@lacity.org

Terry Ahn, Vice Chair
tahn@ocsd.com

LOCAL AIR DISTRICT NEWS AT A GLANCE
Posted meeting dates and proposed new rule development for the following air districts can be found at these sites:
Imperial County APCD
Mojave Desert AQMD
San Diego APCD
Santa Barbara APCD

Ventura County APCD

South Coast AQMD

Litigation Status: SCAQMD Rule 317 and SJVAPCD Rule 3170 by David Rothbart, Chair – LACSD
As you may recall, various environmental groups challenged EPA’s approval of both SCAQMD Rule 317 and SJVAPCD
Rule 3170. These rules implement an alternative compliance strategy to satisfy Section 185 of the federal Clean Air
Act. Section 185 imposes a fee on “major” stationary sources in severe and extreme ozone non-attainment areas, if
they cannot achieve certain emissions reductions. Without this alternative compliance strategy, “major” stationary
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sources in the South Coast Air Basin would have been liable for $30 million in added fees, each year, with an annual
escalator, until the air basin comes into attainment with the 1-hour ozone standard.
The Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals consolidated these cases and heard oral arguments on February 12 th (click HERE
for a video of the proceedings). Overall, EPA did an excellent job explaining and defending their approval of both
rules. The legal question posed is whether the alternative compliance strategy, via Section 172(e) of the federal Clean
Air Act, is permissible. Section 172(e) requires that controls shall not be less stringent, if the attainment standard is
relaxed. However, environmental groups have challenged the use of Section 172(e) because the 1-hour ozone
standard was actually revoked and replaced with a more stringent 8-hour ozone standard. In plain language,
environmentalists object to the flexibility provided in Section 172(e) and believe that more significant air quality
improvements would occur if major stationary sources are directly liable for these fees.
Although the EPA, SCAQMD and SJVAPCD illustrated that Rules 317 and 3170 will reduce air pollution more
effectively than merely enforcing the Section 185 penalty fees, the legal issue is limited to whether Section 172(e)
can be used when an attainment standard is strengthened. Please be advised that a negative ruling would likely
eliminate use of the alternative compliance strategy. Without this compliance strategy, relief from the Section 185
penalty would require a revision of the federal Clean Air Act.
SCAQMD Proposed Rule 1188 - Vacuum Truck Operations by David Rothbart, Chair -LACSD
In accordance with the 2012 AQMP, SCAQMD is required to develop a rule to reduce VOC emissions from vacuum
trucks through the use of traditional control devices and technologies, including carbon adsorption. Although vacuum
trucks used by the petroleum industry have been identified as the primary source of emissions from this sector,
SCAQMD staff also expressed an interest in regulating wastewater vacuum truck operations.
The Air Quality Committee, in cooperation with SCAQMD staff, developed a wastewater vacuum truck operations
questionnaire for proposed Rule 1188. Survey results were recently remitted to SCAQMD and illustrate the limited
use of sanitary sewer vacuuming. In February, SCAQMD staff commenced source testing wastewater vacuum trucks
and preliminary results suggest that the wastewater sector should be deemed an insignificant source of VOC
emissions and exempted from the proposed rule.
SCAP Air Quality Committee Meeting Update by John Pastore, SCAP
Each month for the last 20 or so years, the SCAP Air Quality Committee has been meeting at the offices of the
Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County (LACSD). This committee reflects the founding principles for which SCAP
was originally formed, namely, to provide coordinated responses to federal, state and local regulations that affect
our agencies in Southern California. While it is true that in the past the majority of the air regulations discussed have
been issues associated with the South Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD), sooner than you think, that
may no longer be the case. As Bob Dylan once wrote, “The Times They Are A-changing”. Rules adopted by AQMD
are now being considered by local air districts throughout California and in some cases have already been adopted
and implemented. The California Air Resources Board (CARB) remains active when it comes to initiating new
regulations associated with fleet vehicles and portable diesel engines Airborne Toxic Control Measures (ATCMs).
Furthermore, USEPA’s proposal to update the Air Quality Standards for Ground Level Ozone would have a profound
effect on many local air districts throughout the state and may cause nonattainment for that constituent.
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For those of you who have never attended an Air Quality Committee meeting, you will find it to be a unique
experience. The meetings are informal but highly organized and follow a published agenda that includes walk-in
items and action items carried over from the previous meeting. Having attended nearly every meeting for the past 8
years, I can attest to the fact that as a group, this committee represents the most knowledgeable individuals in the
state on air issues affecting the wastewater industry. Incredibly, over the past 20 years the committee has had only
five chairs and vice-chairs, which is a testament to the longevity of its members. Indivuduals such as: Brian
Whittaker, (LVMWD), the “legendary” Greg Adams (LACSD), Dan McGivney (EMWD), Kris Flaig (City of LA) and now
David Rothbart (LACSD), have guided the committee along its path all of these years. This past meeting saw two
individuals step up and volunteer to assist with managing the committee as its newest Vice Chairs; Jim Marchese
(City of LA-Bureau of Sanitation) and Terry Ahn (OCSD). As time goes on the workload of the committee has
increased and these individuals are a welcome addition to the committee leadership.
The next Air Quality Committee meeting is scheduled for March 24th at 10:00 am and all SCAP members are cordially
invited to attend.

BIOSOLIDS COMMITTEE REPORT
Tom Meregillano, Co-Chair
TMeregillano@ocsd.org

Diane Gilbert Jones, Co-Chair
diane.gilbert@lacity.org

SCAP Biosolids Committee Meeting – April 16, 2015 by John Pastore, SCAP
Please join us for the next SCAP Biosolids Committee meeting of the year, which will consist of a tour of the Nursery Products
Composting Facility near Hinkley, CA.
The 80-acre composting facility is located 23 miles west of the City of Barstow, approximately 8 miles west of Hinkley, and
approximately 12.3 miles east of Kramer Junction. The site is approximately one mile south of State Route 58 and one mile west
of Helendale Road. The Composting Facility is located on land owned by Nursery Products, LLC, near the abandoned Hawes
Airport. Current elevations on the property range from about 2310 to 2330 feet above mean sea level.
The Composting Facility provides local, cost-efficient biosolids and green material composting capacity for San Bernardino
County and the Inland Empire that complies with applicable Federal, State and local requirements for safely handling these
materials to generate Class A compost. The Composting Facility was designed to receive an average daily total of 1,100 wet tons
of biosolids and green material (approximately 400,000 wet tons per year. Clean soil or other inert materials (i.e. sand, gypsum,
sawdust) is used as a bulking agent or amendment as needed.
All attendees are to meet at Starbucks located at 2835 Lenwood Road, Barstow, CA 92311, at 10:00 a.m. on April 16, 2015. Jeff
Meberg, President of Nursery Products, will escort attendees to the facility. In addition, attendees are responsible to bring their
personal protective equipment such as a hard hat, closed toe shoes, and safety vest and eyeglasses. SCAP will have a limited
number of hard hats available.
If you are planning to attend, please be sure and RSVP to pmerriam@scap1.org at the SCAP office by close of business on April
13th.

Page | 5

March 2015
Homepage

Air Report

Biosolids Report

Collections Report

Energy Report

Water Report

Pretreatment Report

Measure E Litigation by Diane Gilbert Jones, Vice Chair – City of Los Angeles
On September 26, 2014, the City of Los Angeles and its co-Plaintiffs petitioned the Tulare Superior Court to grant
summary judgment and grant a permanent injunction against Measure E. On February 5, 2015, the Court
reinstituted the preliminary injunction against Measure E. The Court again found Plaintiffs’ lawsuit timely, this time
under a state statute of limitations affording a year to re-file following a dismissal on non-merits grounds. At oral
argument, the Court further observed that it was “very close” to ruling for Plaintiffs that Measure E is preempted by
the California Integrated Waste Management Act. The Court’s written ruling also noted the strength of the factual
record for Plaintiffs.
The Superior Court, however, ultimately decided to allow all of Plaintiffs’ claims to proceed to trial, citing California
courts’ preference that cases not be decided on summary judgment, as well as the existence of disputed facts on
Plaintiffs’ other claims. The parties were instructed to appear for a management conference in early April, and to
confer on a trial plan in the interim. Operations will continue at Green Acres while the case is pending.
Kern County New Zoning Ordinance by Diane Gilbert Jones, Vice Chair – City of Los Angeles
On January 6, 2015, Kern Board of Supervisors adopted a new zoning ordinance G-8355 that requires all development
shall comply with the provisions of the Clean Water Act and the Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act, which
regulate point sources that discharge pollutants into waters regulated by the State Water Resources Control Board
and the Regional Water Quality Control Board. Second, the ordinance provides that the use of bio solids (defined as
treated sewage sludge that meets the United States Environmental Protection Agency pollutant and pathogen
requirements for land application and surface disposal) as an agricultural amendment shall only occur on lands that
include the PD Combining District and upon approval of a site development plan.
The City of Los Angeles and its Measure E allies filed a state court lawsuit against Kern County on February 10, 2015,
challenging the new Kern County zoning ordinance that purports to require special approvals and environmental
review for any future land application of biosolids in Kern County. The City of Los Angeles Green Acres Farm would
be designated a non-conforming use and the new ordinance could restrict the City’s management of the Farm. The
lawsuit contends that Kern County violated the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in passing the new
zoning law without environmental review, and that the ordinance is invalid because of the lack of notice to the City
and the public.
Editor’s Update: As this newsletter went to press, an article in the March 3rd edition of The Bakersfield Californian
reported that, “Kern County supervisors quietly rescinded the biosolids regulation they created, just as quietly, in
January” No further information was available. We will report more on this next month.
CalRecycle Compostable Materials, Transfer/Processing Rulemaking – Informal Workshop on March 3, 2015 by
Tom Meregillano, Vice Chair - OCSD
CalRecycle staff compiled a summary of all stakeholder comments received during the 45 day written comment
period and the public hearing on December 10, 2014 regarding their proposed revisions to Title 14 and Title 27
regulations regarding compostable materials, transfer/processing, permit application form, and permit exemptions.
The summary of stakeholder comments is available here: CalRecycle will hold an informal workshop on March 3,
2015 to discuss potential changes to the proposed regulations in response to stakeholder comments. The workshop
will be held from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the CalEPA Headquarters, Training Room 1 East/West on 1001 I Street
Sacramento, California.
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If you cannot attend in person, you will be able to join the meeting and view the presentation online at:
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/5375606171035962626 . Registration is required and if you have any
questions, please contact Ken Decio at Ken.Decio@CalRecycle.ca.gov.
Reminder Comments Due on March 2, 2015- Draft Environmental Impact Report and Proposed General Waste
Discharge Requirements for Composting Operations by Tom Meregillano, Vice Chair – OCSD.
The State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) has prepared a draft California Environmental Quality
Act (CEQA) Environmental Impact Report (EIR) and proposed General Waste Discharge Requirements for Composting
Operations (General Order).
The General Order will be used by the Regional Water Quality Control Boards to streamline permitting and protect
water quality. The General Order includes conditions that address appropriate water quality protection measures at
existing and proposed composting operations. The draft EIR analyzes potential impacts associated with the adoption
of the proposed General Order and reasonably attempts to identify potential mitigation measures to address any
identified significant impacts
The State Water Board will accept both written and oral comments on the draft EIR and General Order. The
comment period will begin on Tuesday, January 13, 2015 and will end on Monday, March 2, 2015. Written
comments must be received by 12:00 p.m. (noon) on March 2, 2015. For more information click on the following
link: http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/compost/ .

COLLECTIONS COMMITTEE REPORT
Ralph Palomares, Chair
RPalomares@etwd.com

Dindo Carrillo, Vice Chair
dcarrillo@ocsd.com

SCAP Collection Systems Committee Update by Ralph Palomares, Chair - El Toro WD
Well after eight months off work due to a shoulder injury, I attended my 1st SCAP collections meeting on February
19th and it was great to see everyone and to get back into the grind of things. We had our meeting at Leucadia
Wastewater District and I would like to thank them for the use once again of their boardroom, where we had many
topics of discussion from the grinding of rags and paper to the legal aspects as to why so many of members are being
sued by NGO’s for large amounts of money. We don’t intentionally set out to just have SSO’s just for the fun of it, so
I don’t understand why the lawsuits continue to exist, when we are all giving it our best to prevent SSO’s through
continued training year round and attending meetings such as the one we just had.
On another sad note I have learned that Mr. Ken Kerri passed away in December 2014. Ken was my friend for 30
plus years and wrote many training books out of the University of Sacramento and I know many of you have his
books on your office shelf’s or his certificates from taking one of his courses. He will be greatly missed this year at
the 2015 CWEA Conference in San Diego, CA in late April.
It’s taken me some time to adjust to all the friends and colleagues who are retiring in this industry and this year will
be my 35 year in the wastewater field, so I have a few more to go before I call it quits. Where else can you have a
job within an industry such as this one with so many great friends out there who make this job day to day such a
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pleasure to do. I will see you all at the next SCAP Collections Committee meeting soon - so thank you John, Pam and
Dindo.
Collection Systems Committee Meeting of February 12, 2015 by John Pastore, SCAP
Over 40 of our members joined us on February 12th for the first meeting of the year for the collection systems
committee. The meeting was held in Carlsbad at the offices of the Leucadia Wastewater District, who graciously
hosted the affair. The program was packed with a wide variety of presentations and subject matter and CWEA
contact hours were issued to those in attendance. Presentations include: lessons learned from a recent third party
lawsuit by Leucadia WD General Manager - Paul Bushee; eliminating pump blockages using the DERAGGER II by Carl
Pino - Ponton Industries; information on the WDR requirement for monitoring and sampling plans for spills over
50,000 gallons by Bryn Evans - Dudek; a study of sewer odor prevention in sewer collection systems by Dr. Greg
Guillen – Dudek; and a discussion of Region 9’s MS4 approach to bacteria reduction in stormwater by Bryn Evans –
Dudek. A copy of all the presentations can be found on the SCAP website here.

LWD GM Paul Bushee discussing third-party lawsuits

Robin Morshita describing LWD’s CCTV Inspection Program

Collection Systems Committee Asset Management Workshop for April 20, 2015 by John Pastore, SCAP
Please join us for a workshop on asset management systems for collection systems sponsored by SCAP and the
Water Research Environment Federation (WERF). The meeting will be held at the offices of the Orange County
Sanitation District on Monday, April 20th. Mr. Walter Graf, Program Director for WERF, will provide decision support
tools, techniques, and methods that wastewater agencies can use to implement an Asset Management Program.
These devices can be integrated into the existing SIMPLE (Sustainable Infrastructure Management Program Learning
Environment) knowledge base. Walter will also discuss how to develop a toolbox that agencies can use to
communicate the benefits of implementing an Asset Management program.
We are still developing the program but anticipate having presentations by staff from the Orange County Sanitation
District, the Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County and the Leucadia Wastewater District discussing their existing
asset management programs. A detailed notice and agenda will be sent out in March.
SCAP to Seek Comments from Members to Determine Position on SB 119 (Hill) by John Pastore, SCAP
SB119 recently bill introduced by Senator Jerry Hill (D-13th District) proposes to create the California Underground
Facilities Safe Excavation Authority with authority to enforce laws relating to the protection of underground
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infrastructure by hearing complaints and assessing civil penalties for violations of these provisions. The bill would
also authorize the Public Utilities Commission and the Office of the State Fire Marshal to enforce the requirement to
locate and field mark subsurface installations and lines against operators of natural gas and electric underground
infrastructure and hazardous liquid pipelines, unless these operators are municipal utilities. The authority would be
composed of 9 members who would serve 2-year terms. The bill would authorize the authority to use compliance
audits and investigations in enforcing these provisions and furthering its purposes.
Of major concern to our SCAP members are the following elements of the bill:
1. Existing law defines a subsurface installation as any underground pipeline, conduit, duct, wire, or other
structure, except non-pressurized sewer lines, storm drains, or other drain lines. This bill would eliminate the
current exemption for non-pressurized sewer line and instead define a subsurface installation as an
underground or submerged duct, pipeline (sewer), or structure.
2. Existing law requires an operator of a subsurface installation that has failed to comply with these provisions
to be liable to the excavator for damages, costs, and expenses. Mismarks by an operator, place excavators
and the public at great safety risk, and so operators who mismark their facilities are entitled to no award for
3. any damages to those facilities. This provision would now apply to the owners of all underground nonpressurized pipelines (sewers).
4. Failure by an operator of subsurface facilities to mark the facilities within the required 48 hour period is a
serious breach of duty. Agencies would be required to mark sewer lines and in some case, laterals, within 48
hours of being notified by the regional notification center. For larger agencies or agencies in areas with lots
of construction activity, this could mean dedicating significant resources to comply with this law.
5. The bill would delete the existing exemptions pertaining to an owner of real property and would instead
exempt an owner of residential real property who only uses non-mechanized hand tools for excavation work
not requiring a permit on his or her residential real property that has no easement or right of way. Agencies
that own or maintain private laterals may have responsibility under provisions of this law to mark the
locations of sewer and water laterals on private property, if the homeowner uses machinery for excavation.
SCAP will be notifying our members of this bill and seeking comments in order to develop a response based upon
feedback received.
The “What 2 Flush Summit” – May 1, 2015 by John Pastore, SCAP
The California 'What 2 Flush' Summit will take place on Friday May 1st during the CWEA Annual Conference in San
Diego and will feature two panel discussions. The first panel, assembled by CWEA, includes professionals active in
resolving problems caused by flushable wipes. Rob Villee, a national leader on non-dispersible wipes issues and
Executive Director of Plainsfield (NJ) Area Sewage Authority, will provide an update on wipes issues and provides a
national and global perspective on the issue. The second panel was assembled by CASA and will discuss issues
related to no drugs down the drain. Speakers include Heidi Sanborn of the California Product Stewardship Council
and Melody LaBella of the Central Contra Costa Sanitary District.
The Summit will be held on Friday, May 1st from 8am to Noon at the Town & Country Event Center in San Diego.
Event info is posted on www.myac15.org.
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ENERGY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE REPORT
Steven Hernandez, Chair
stevenhernandez@lacsd.org

Jesse Pompa, Vice Chair
jpompa@ieua.org

Bioenergy Feed-in Tariff: Comments on the Proposed Tariff and PPA Drafted by Utilities by Steven Hernandez, Chair
- LACSD
The Investor Owned Utilities (SCE, SDG&E, and PG&E) have submitted their draft PPA and tariff documents to the
CPUC for implementation of the bioenergy feed-in tariff that was established by SB 1122. Comments on the
proposed documents are due by March 6. The Bioenergy Association of California, who is made of bioenergy
stakeholders in the wastewater, agricultural, dairy, and forest sectors has identified several issues with the proposed
documents that may be addressed in comments to the CPUC. The first recommendation is to change the definition
of “affiliate” in the proposed tariff to make it more consistent with the CPUC’s decision, thus making it easier for
applicants to obtain financing for projects. The next recommendation is to change the PPA to eliminate the ability of
the IOU’s to unilaterally cancel the PPA due to interconnection delays when those delays may be caused by the IOU
itself. The third recommendation is to ease requirements on guaranteed energy production called for in the IOU’s
PPA. Another recommendation is to increase the number of contract changes that a bioenergy generator can make
with regards to the output of the facility to account for variability in regulations, feedstock and operations of
bioenergy facilities. The proposed PPA only allows one change for a 10- to 20-year contract. The final
recommendation is to change the requirements for Developer Experience to make it less restrictive.
California’s Ambitious Energy Goals by Steven Hernandez, Chair - LACSD
In Governor Brown’s January 2015 inauguration speech he listed three lofty goals for California. These goals are to
increase renewable electricity to 50%, cut petroleum use in transportation fuels by 50%, and double the efficiency of
buildings; all by 2030. A bill to enact a 50% RPS failed last year in the legislature. On February 10, lawmakers
introduced a package of clean-energy and climate change bills to meet these goals as well as to codify the executive
order to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 80% below 1990 levels. SB 350, which has not yet been formally
introduced, will enact Governor Browns goals as well as set interim RPS targets of 40% by 2024 and 45% by 2027.
The bill will also grant power to the California Air Resources Board to adopt standards to reach the 50% reduction in
petroleum use. SB 32 will mandate the 80% reduction in GHG emissions. Other bills introduced in the package
would establish an economic and job growth advising committee, and require divestiture of coal from public
employee retirement funds. The changes needed to meet these goals would be dramatic and have costly impacts on
electricity bills and fuel costs.
Invitation: Extreme Events and Climate Adaptation Planning Workshop for April 1-2, 2015 at Los Angeles, California
You are invited to participate in an interactive workshop that will explore strategies for enhancing the resilience of
water, wastewater, and stormwater utilities to extreme weather events, as well as planning to address long-term
climate change impacts. The workshop will feature opportunities for peer-to-peer learning and engagement as well
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as hands-on training with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Climate Resilience Evaluation and
Awareness Tool (CREAT). Continuing Education Units (CEUs) will be available for drinking water and wastewater
operators.
The workshop is co-sponsored by the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power (LADWP) and will be held on
April 1st and 2nd, 2015 at LADWP’s John Ferraro Building, 111 N. Hope Street, Los Angeles, CA.
During the workshop, participants will:
 Share information about extreme event challenges facing California water, wastewater, and stormwater
utilities and how climate change may exacerbate these impacts;
 Identify potential climate change impacts and short and long-term adaptation strategies;
 Receive interactive training on the Climate Resilience Evaluation and Awareness Tool (CREAT), highlighting
case examples that illustrate how different utilities are using the tool;
 Generate CREAT analysis files that can be used for future risk assessment work; and
 Learn about state and federal funding sources and other financing strategies for climate adaptation
planning and implementation.
Register here to attend this FREE workshop. Seating is limited, so please register as soon as possible. For questions
about the workshop, contact Eric Byous at EPA Region 9 (Byous.Eric@epa.gov).

WATER ISSUES COMMITTEE REPORT
Al Javier, Vice Chair, Chair
javiera@emwd.org

Rebecca Franklin, Vice Chair
Rebecca.franklin@sbmwd.org

EPA Withdraws Approval of ATP for Two-Concentration Test for Toxicity by John Pastore, SCAP
In its February 11, 2015 letter (copy here), EPA withdrew its Alternative Test Procedure (ATP) approval previously
granted to the State Waterboard authorizing the use of a two concentrations test for toxicity. Citing SCAP’s legal
challenge filed in the Eastern District Court of California, EPA admitted that an incorrect procedure was followed in
approving the ATP. This was a mjor contention of SCAP’s lawsuit.
It appears that EPA will likely correct this mistake and proceed with follow up rulemaking to revise the ATP in the
very near future.
May 4, 2015 Water Committee Meeting by John Pastore, SCAP
Please consider joining us for the next SCAP Water Issues Committee meeting scheduled for May 4 th at the offices of
the Orange County Sanitation District (OCSD) in Fountain Valley. The meeting will include presentations from OCSD
and the Orange County Water District (OCWD) describing their joint involvement in operation of the Groundwater
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Replenishment Project (GWR) followed by a tour of project facilities. Because bus transportation will be used,
reservations will be limited to the first 30 members.
A detailed notice and agenda will be sent out in early April.

WASTEWATER PRETREATMENT COMMITTEE REPORT
Jim Colston, Chair
JColston@ocsd.com

Barbara Sharatz, Vice Chair
BSharatz@sandiego.gov

Next SCAP Wastewater Pretreatment Committee Meeting by John Pastore, SCAP
Please join us for the next meeting of the SCAP Wastewater Pretreatment Committee which will be held on Tuesday,
March 17, 2015 at the offices of the Inland Empire Utilities Agency in Chino, CA. The meeting will feature a
presentation by Tony Jeng from enfoTech & Consulting, who will be discussing Electronic Reporting for Pretreatment
Programs under the new federal rules. As always, we will have an open discussion on any topics of interest to the
committee members.
Background
On December 1, 2014 EPA published a Supplemental Notice to the 2013 proposed NPDES Electronic Reporting Rule.
The proposed NPDES Electronic Reporting Rule requires electronic reporting instead of current paper-based NPDES
reports. Further information on the rule can be found here: http://www2.epa.gov/sites/production/files/201412/documents/supplemental-notice-npdes-erule-20141201.pdf
The consulting firm, enfoTech, is a national leader in the development and implementation of industrial wastewater
control and pretreatment systems. They have successfully implemented the PACS family of products and services at
over 100 water utilities nation-wide and overseas and boast a staff with over 200 man-years of pretreatment system
project experience.
All interested parties are welcome to attend and participate but please remember to RSVP to Pam at
pmerriam@scap1.org by March 13th if you plan on attending.
Dental Amalgam Rule by John Pastore, SCAP
A subcommittee of SCAP’s Wastewater Pretreatment Committee prepared and submitted a comment letter to EPA
that addresses concerns over the new, proposed Dental Amalgam Rule. SCAP contends that the rule is
fundamentally flawed and EPA should consider alternative actions. A copy of the comment letter is posted on the
SCAP website and can viewed here.
Background
EPA is proposing technology-based pretreatment standards under the Clean Water Act for discharges of pollutants
into publicly owned treatment works (POTWs) from existing and new dental practices that involve the discharge of
dental amalgam. The proposal would require dental practices to comply with requirements for controlling the
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discharge of dental amalgam pollutants into POTWs based on the best available technology or best available control
technology and Best Management Practices.
EPA is also proposing to amend selected parts of the General Pretreatment Regulations (40 CFR Part 403) to
streamline oversight requirements for the dental sector. EPA expects compliance with this proposed rule would
reduce the discharge of metals to POTWs by at least 8.8 tons per year, half of which is mercury. EPA estimates the
annual cost of the proposed rule would be $44 to $49 million.
The proposed rule would require all affected dentists to control mercury discharges to POTWs by reducing their
discharge of dental amalgam to a level achievable through the use of the best available technology (amalgam
separators) and the use of Best Management Practices. In order to simplify compliance with, and enforcement of the
numeric reduction requirements, the proposed rule would allow dentists to demonstrate compliance by installing,
operating and maintaining amalgam separators.
The proposal also includes a provision by which dental offices that have already installed amalgam separators that do
not meet the proposed amalgam removal efficiency would still be considered in compliance with the rule for the life
of the amalgam separator. Removing concentrated sources of mercury to POTWs opportunistically, such as through
low-cost amalgam separators at dental offices (average annual cost per dental office: $700), is a common sense
solution to managing mercury that would otherwise be released to air, land, and water. A hearing on this rule was
scheduled for November 10, 2014, however, a 60-day extension was granted extending the comment period at the
request of the Summit Partners and NACWA.
Mary Sue Thompson Remembrance
Our Collection Systems Committee Chair, Ralph Palomares requested that the following tribute to former OCSD
Senior Environmental Specialist, Mary Sue Thompson, who passed away recently, be posted as she was a longtime
friend and member of the wastewater pretreatment community.
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Non Sequitur
SO ALWAYS LOOK FOR THE SILVER LINING
AND TRY TO FIND THE SUNNY SIDE OF LIFE.

- - - - SIR PELHAM GRENVILLE WODEHOUSE (1920)
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
SCAP welcomes our newest members
Rainbow Municipal Water District
Larry Walker Associates
Holloway Environmental
Rainbow Municipal Water District
Rainbow Municipal Water District (RMWD) is a special California governmental agency, organized under CA Water
Code, which provides water/sanitation services to the unincorporated communities of Rainbow, Bonsall, Oceanside,
and a portion of Fallbrook.

The Rainbow Municipal Water District serves a relatively rural group of customers. However there are some areas of
the District that are served by a public sewer system. In the areas served by public sewer, the District is responsible
for the facilities necessary to collect and transmit sewage from the District to a treatment plant located in Oceanside.
This is accomplished by a gravity flow system of collection pipes, six pumping stations, and a large transmission main
to the San Luis Rey Wastewater Treatment Plant, located in Oceanside.
The District owns, through contract, capacity to treat one million gallons of sewage per day at the Oceanside plant.
Currently the plant is being rehabilitated and expanded and the District is participating in its contracted obligation to
fund a proportionate share of the rehabilitation costs. A contract has also been made to secure an additional
500,000 gallons per day of treatment capacity in the expansion portion of the project. The District maintains the
pipelines and pumping equipment from the District to the Oceanside plant.
Holloway Environmental
H.M. Holloway open pit gypsum mine located at Lost Hills, CA has existed for over seventy (80) years, and is owned
and operated by H.M. Holloway, Inc., 2019 Westwind Drive Suite B, Bakersfield, CA 93301. The Landfill facility is
located at 14045 Holloway Road, Lost Hills, CA, 93249. As of December 1, 2006, approximately 22,913,000 tons of
processed gypsum ore for agricultural use has been removed from the mine’s open pits, creating several large
depressions or natural receptacles between forty-five (45) and fifty-five (55) feet deep, each comprising an area of
several acres.
The Holloway Landfill is owned and operated by Holloway Environmental, LLC (“Holloway”), which is a Class III nonhazardous Industrial Waste Landfill facility sited on approximately 301 acres on the site that was formerly used for
the surface mining operations. The existing Holloway Landfill operates under the approved Conditional Use Permit
(CUP) 9, Map 28, a California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Central Valley Region Waste Discharge
Requirements (WDRs) Order No. 97-078, and a Solid Waste Facility Permit (SWIS 15-AA-0308-010-A) issued by the
Lead Enforcement Agency (LEA) (Kern County Environmental Health Services Division),which allows for a Class III nonhazardous waste landfill to be located within the depleted surface mine or pits within the identified landfill facility.
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The backfilling of the first pits created from the mining of gypsum began in 1993 with the limited disposal of inert
waste streams. The Landfill is currently allowed to conduct disposal activities on four (4) contiguous “pit areas”
known as Pits E, F, G and the Pit F/G Connection Area, by backfilling them with alternating equal lifts or a blend of
approved imported non-hazardous waste streams and native soils, for a maximum daily import rate of 2,000 tons.
This operation is presently a non-classified disposal site for a limited number of approved non-hazardous industrial
waste streams.
Larry Walker Associates
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