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Over the years, you have probably heard me refer to
our public wastewater agencies as being Stewards of
the Environment. One agency that feels very strong
about this, so much so, that they boldly state it
upfront in their agency brochure, is the Ojai Valley
Sanitary District. Nestled comfortably in a scenic
valley just west of the City of Ojai lies the Ojai Valley
Wastewater Treatment Plant. Located along the banks of the Ventura River,
scant miles from the Pacific Ocean, the District has gone to great lengths to
assure that its wastewater treatment plant has minimal impact on the
sensitive Ventura River habitat. During the early 1990s the District initiated
a redesign of the plant to meet not only new stringent waste discharge
requirements but to protect the downstream environment by incorporating
measures that eliminate ammonia and reduce harmful nitrogen and
phosphorous from the effluent discharge into the river. To accomplish this
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Ojai Valley WWTP with City of Ventura’s Water Treatment Plant in background

goal, the 3 MGD plant utilizes various unique and innovative features such
as, ultraviolet (UV) disinfection, biological odor removal, a static re-aeration
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system, dissolved oxygen-controlled aeration within the oxidation ditches, above ground fuel storage and native
plant landscaping for water conservation.
Biosolids Composting
In order to achieve 100% beneficial reuse of the plant’s
biosolids, the District established a composting
program in 1991 to process biosolids into a nutrient
rich Class A compost product. The biosolids are
composted during the dry weather months on-site. To
begin with, the sludge is dewatered by a belt filter press
and then loaded from a hopper into a truck, where it is
placed in concrete-lined sludge drying beds. Once in
the drying beds, the sludge is tilled and an amendment
made from horse stall cleanings is added and blended
during the creation of the compost windrows. The
windrows are then turned periodically using a special
Stockpiled soil amendment and windrow turning equipment

piece of equipment that attaches directly to the District’s front-end loader, thus saving the cost of purchasing and
maintaining two separate pieces of equipment. Once the composted material reaches its required regulatory
parameters for disinfection, it is stockpiled and made available to the public free of charge.

Belt filtered sludge being placed in concrete-lined drying beds

Wet sludge being tilled within the sludge drying beds

Windrowed compost material being turned

Blending of soil amendment and sludge using front-end loader
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Because of the threat of rain during the wet months, the District sends its biosolids to a commercial composting
facility from November through March each year. Daily sludge production is approximately 2.6 dry tons per day with
932 cubic yards of composted material produced in 2010.
Collection System
The City of Ojai has many areas of high groundwater to contend with, necessitating an on-going I&I program to
reduce wet weather flows into the treatment plant. Additionally, because of the hilly topography of the area, the
District has constructed a series of radio repeater stations and utilizes special data relaying techniques in order to
incorporate all of the collection system sewer lift stations and flow metering devices into the District’s SCADA system.
This is yet another example of Ojai Valley Sanitary District’s commitment to an environmentally sound operation and
has resulted in a significant reduction in sewer overflows throughout the service area.
It goes without saying that the message conveyed by the Ojai Valley Sanitary District is another fine example of the
type of positive branding that our wastewater industry needs. These accomplishments
could not be achieved, however, without the superb management and dedication of the
General Manager, John Correa and his staff. Furthermore, the Ojai Valley Sanitary District
Board of Directors must also be commended for their foresight and commitment to
excellence. Underscoring all of this is the fact that the District’s wastewater treatment
plant was recently awarded the prestigious 2010 Plant of the Year award given out by the
California Water Environment Association (CWEA) Tri-Counties Section. If you would like
to know more about the Ojai Valley Sanitary District or its wastewater treatment plant, you can view their
informative video or read their newsletter.
Additional Facts
Population Served: 20,000
Communities Served: City of Ojai, Oak View, Meiners Oaks, Ventura Avenue North
Monthly Sewer Service Charge: $47.82 (base rate)
Environmentally yours,
John Pastore, Executive Director

Comments?
If you would like to leave a comment about content or layout of the newsletter, please contact us at SCAP.

Clean Water Summit Partners Update
The first quarterly meeting of the Summit Partners was held on February 28th in Sacramento and was presided over
by SCAP President, Enrique Zaldivar. The following important issues to the POTW community were discussed with
further action planned:
Renewable Energy Policy – CWCCG Manager, Jackie Kepke, reported on recent dialogue with CPUC Commissioner
Simon concerning the development of an initiative and incentives to promote biogas projects at POTWs. An Energy
White Paper will need to be developed along with a survey of renewable energy project examples from throughout
the state. Participation and funding by the regional associations will be required to pursue this effort.
Pesticide and Consumer Product Regulatory Improvement to Protect POTWs – BACWA Executive Director, Amy
Chastain, discussed the need for enlisting the assistance of Kelly Moran of TDC Environmental ,LLC to ensure that
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POTWs receive timely information about, and assistance to, state and federal pesticide and consumer product
regulatory actions with the potential to impact POTW effluent quality, treatment operations or biosolids quality.
Pesticides, particularly pyrethroids, pose an immediate threat to many POTWs by causing restrictions on biosolids
management and recycled water usage options and could also lead to pesticide TMDLs that may establish toxicity or
pesticide numeric effluent limits. CASQA has indicated it needs $150,000 to fund this effort and is seeking a
contribution of approximately $65,000 from the POTW community towards this goal.
CalRecycle Policy re: Need for Transfer Station Process Facility Permits for POTWs Accepting FOG or Food Waste –
CASA Biosolids Manager, Greg Kester, reported on CalRecycle’s determination that POTWs accepting FOG, food
waste, septage or hauled in waste for anaerobic digestion may now need to obtain a transfer station/process facility
permit from the Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery. Furthermore, CalRecycle’s decision to define
compost and compostable materials by temperature rather than process results in anaerobic digesters operating at
thermophilic temperatures to be considered compost operations.
Greg’s informal attempts to engage CalRecycle in reviewing its decision concerning POTWs inclusion in these rules by
pointing out major inconsistencies and legalities has met with some resistance to-date. Greg is now in the process of
drafting a formal letter to CalRecycle with input from the Summit Partners.
SWRCB’s Whole Effluent Toxicity Policy – CASA’s Director of Legal & Regulatory Affairs, Roberta Larson, reported
that the SWRCB staff was still evaluating submitted POTW toxicity testing data for comparison under the new draft
Whole Effluent Toxicity Policy. Once the results of staff’s findings are made public and a recommendation action
made, it is assumed that the Tri-TAC led effort to review and comment on the draft policy will resume.
SWRCB WDR-SSO Revised Order – SCAP Executive Director, John Pastore, reported on the amended areas of the
revised WDR that address: private laterals, operator certification, notification, de-minimus spill volume, private
collection systems and prohibitions. The revised WDR release date continues to be delayed for public review. As of
this writing, the WDR has not officially been released, please refer to the Collection Systems Committee report in this
Newsletter. Once released, there will be a 30 day public review and comment period established. It appears that the
SWRCB may schedule adoption of the revised Order for some time in June 2011.
Mercury TMDLs – CVCWA’s Executive Officer, Debbie Webster, informed the Partners that the Central Valley RWQCB
has indicated that there is support from the SWRCB to possibly develop a statewide Mercury Objective leading to a
single Mercury TMDL for all POTWs discharging to inland waters. The Summit Partners will be tracking this potential
issue closely in the coming months.
SWRCB Vacancies –Roberta Larson indicated that there are currently two vacancies on the state Waterboard and
there has not been a timetable set as yet for new appointments by the Governor. One of the vacancies is for the
engineering director seat.
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AIR QUALITY COMMITTEE REPORT
Kris Flaig, Chair
kris.flaig@lacity.org

Greg Adams, Vice Chair
gadams@lacsd.org

LOCAL AIR DISTRICT NEWS AT A GLANCE
Posted meeting dates and proposed new rule development for the following air districts can be found at these sites:
Imperial County APCD
Mojave Desert AQMD
San Diego APCD
Santa Barbara APCD
Ventura County APCD
South Coast AQMD

City of Los Angeles Bureau of Sanitation Climate Change Forum by Kris Flaig, City of LA and John Pastore, SCAP
The City of LA Bureau of Sanitation held a Climate Change Forum on February 17 th at the Los Angeles City Hall for the
purpose of informing key officials and management staff. SCAP President and Bureau of Sanitation Director, Enrique
Zaldivar, provided the opening remarks to the nearly 90 attendees, who were made up of Council deputies, staff
from the mayor’s office, city legislative analyst staff, deputy managers and selected city consultants.
Presentations were made by an impressive line-up of speakers and included the following topics: The Science of
Climate Change: Global Processes, Local Impacts by Paul Bunje, Managing Director - LA Regional Collaborative for
Climate Action and Sustainability and Executive Director - Center for Climate Change Solutions, UCLA Institute for the
Environment; Global Warming and the Impacts to the City’s Publicly Owned Treatment Works and Sewerage
Conveyance System by Jackie Kepke, CASA and CWCCG Manager; Climate Change and the Impacts on Water Supply
by Ron Gastelum, Cordoba Corporation; Air Quality and the Associated Health Impacts from Climate Change by Jill
Whynot, South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD); Impacts of Ocean Acidification to Shellfish
Resources and Ultimately to Future Discharge Regulations by Karen McLaughlin, Southern California Coastal
Research Project (SCCRP); Strategies to Address Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation by Jackie Kepke,
CASA/CWCCG; Waste Management and Climate Change by Luis F. Diaz, CalRecovery Incorporated; Integration of
the City’s Carbon Emissions Inventory via BOS’s Model by Omar Moghaddam and Adam Moke, City of LA Bureau of
Sanitation and lastly a panel discussion among the speakers.
CalEEMOD by Greg Adams, LACSD
On February 17, 2011, the SCAQMD CEQA group hosted a workshop to introduce CalEEMOD ( California Emissions
Estimator Model) to CEQA practitioners as an alternative to URBEMIS, the traditional emissions estimating model.
While the URBEMIS model calculated criteria pollutant air emissions from stationary and mobile sources including
on-road and off-road emissions and employee commute emissions, it only addressed CO2. The SCAQMD worked with
a consultant, Environ, and CAPCOA to develop this new module which does everything URBEMIS used to do plus the
balance of the major GHG gases identified by CARB. CalEEMOD also considers the reductions in GHG emissions
under Pavley I and II and the Low Carbon Fuel Standard as well as CAPCOA's GHG mitigation measures. The model
has been beta tested throughout California by several CAPCOA members. The model contains a wastewater
component that uses the traditional IPCC methodology. It concludes that N2O emissions from wastewater in-plant
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processes are negligible; post-effluent conversion as identified by the IPCC remains the largest source of N2O
attributed to the wastewater industry.
Biogenic emission considerations are also taken into account. CEQA practitioners may continue to use URBEMIS,
however, the California air districts will no longer provide updates for that model. Several updates are already being
planned for CalEEMOD.
Section 185 Update by David Rothbart, LACSD
On February 4, 2011, SCAQMD’s Governing Board adopted Rule 317. This rule makes use of a Section 172(e) feeequivalency approach replacing fees that would otherwise be paid by major stationary sources. Adequate
equivalency funding appears to be available through 2020, when the 1-hour ozone standard should be achieved. In
other words, major stationary sources should never be required to pay Section 185 penalties, previously estimated to
be about $30 million per year. Although this rule is reasonable and facilities at BACT will not be penalized,
environmental groups are challenging the Section 172(e) fee-equivalency approach in court.
CARB’s Cap and Trade Activities Planned for 2011 by Frank Caponi, LACSD
On December 16, 2010 CARB’S Governing Board approved the framework for the much anticipated Cap and Trade
program. The regulation is a key measure to achieve the greenhouse gas reduction goals of AB 32, California’s
climate change law signed by Governor Schwarzenegger in 2006.
The program is projected to start with a first phase in 2012 to include electricity, including electrical imports, and
large industrial facilities. A second phase starts in 2015 expanding the cap to include distributors of transportation
fuels, natural gas and other fuels. The cap will decline by 2 to 3% per year with a cumulative projected reduction by
2020 of 273 million metric tons of CO2.
Although the Cap and Trade Program was approved by the Governing Board, CARB staff still has a great deal of work
to establish all the regulatory language for a functioning carbon market. To accomplish this work, CARB has planned
a series of workshops through the Spring and into the Summer on a some key subject areas, such as “Allocation of
Allowances” and “Compliance.” The dates for these workshops have not yet been announced. The workshops will
cumulate into two regulation change notice packages (15-day changes), the first in late Spring, and the second, MidSummer. Finally, staff will provide a comprehensive update to the Governing Board in July on the status of finalizing
the regulation and implementing the cap and trade program.
Consistent with previous staff proposals, the wastewater sector is not included in the Cap and Trade Program.
Biogases, such as digester gas, when combusted produce biogenic CO2 which is not counted towards the cap and
trade threshold. Process or fugitive emissions of methane or nitrous oxide (two greenhouse gases specific to the
wastewater industry), are also proposed not to be included. SCAP staff working with the CWCCG and CARB staff
developed language in the Cap and Trade Program to ensure that these processes will be permanently excluded from
the program. The actual language will be part of the upcoming 15-day change package.
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BIOSOLIDS COMMITTEE REPORT
Matt Bao, Chair
mbao@lacsd.org

Tom Meregillano, Vice Chair
TMeregillano@ocsd.org

Derrick Lee, Vice Chair
derrick.k.lee@lacity.org

EPA Proposed Standards for Sewage Sludge Incinerators Update by Matt Bao, LACSD (Source: NACWA)
On February 23rd, EPA released pre-publication versions of the final Solid Waste Rule and MACT standards for Sewage
Sludge Incinerators. This rulemaking is the result of a US District Court order for EPA to promulgate restrictive
emission standards for hazardous air pollutants. Since last year, SCAP has monitored this issue closely, and CASA,
NACWA and others have sent comment letters stating that the proposed rule would threaten the viability of biosolids
incineration and optimization of renewable energy production. The following is a brief analysis of the rulings:


There were no changes made regarding statutory arguments from the biosolids industry. As expected, the
rule remains under Section 129;



The sewage sludge incinerator standards are still divided into two subcategories, multiple hearth and
fluidized bed incinerators;



The beyond the floor level of control for mercury has been dropped from the final rule. This is a major
improvement over the proposed rule;



Some adjustments to the other emission limits have apparently been made to make them more consistent
with existing 503 regulations; and



EPA will not be voluntarily reconsidering the final rule. While EPA will reconsider the other rules being
finalized, EPA has decided that it does not need to reconsider the final SSI MACT Rule.

The direct link to the standards for Sewage Sludge Incinerators can be found here. The EPA description of the Solid
Waste Rule can be found here. SCAP will continue to provide updates to this issue as it develops to its members.
CDFA Regulatory Hearing on Rendering Update by Matt Bao, LACSD
Last year, the California Food and Drug Administration (CDFA) issued proposed rendering regulations that could
possibly require POTWs to be regulated by CDFA if they accept inedible kitchen grease and/or food waste. For the
past few months, CDFA has worked with CASA, CalRecycle, and the State Water Resources Control Board on this
issue, and in February, CDFA released a draft of the proposed rendering regulations that seemingly exempt POTWs
accepting FOG and/or food waste from these proposed regulations. The draft regulations state, “A publicly owned
treatment works or other public entity that only renders inedible kitchen grease removed from grease traps and
grease interceptors is not in the business of rendering.“ Furthermore, it is stated that “…a publicly owned treatment
works or other public entity that only renders inedible kitchen grease removed from grease traps and grease
interceptors is not in the business of rendering and is not subject to the licensing requirements.” The public
comment period ends April 4th, and no public hearing is scheduled at this time. SCAP, CASA and others will continue
to provide updates to these proposed regulations, and CASA has reported that a comment letter in support of this
draft would be sent to the CDFA.
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Kern County Measure E Lawsuit Update by Derrick Lee, City of LA
In January 2011 Southern California biosolids generators, contractors, haulers and farmers filed a lawsuit in state
court in Kern County challenging Kern’s Measure E biosolids ban. This is a continuation of their federal case that has
blocked implementation of Measure E from 2006 through 2010. Kern County recently filed a motion seeking to make
the Measure E controversy part of a long-standing separate state court case in Tulare County regarding Kern’s
compliance with CEQA for its earlier Class B ban ordinance (SCAP is a party in this CEQA case). The petitioners in the
CEQA case (including the Southern California biosolids generators) opposed Kern’s effort to have the validity of
Measure E decided in the CEQA suit. They urged the court to allow adjudication of all Measure E issues through the
newly filed state court case challenging Measure E. On February 24 in the CEQA case, the court denied Kern’s
request to consider the validity of Measure E as part of that proceeding. The judge stayed Kern’s obligation to file a
further return on the writ of mandate directing Kern to prepare an EIR regarding the Class B ban, pending the
outcome of the new case challenging Measure E. The Measure E state claim filed by the City and others will remain a
separate case and will be transferred from Kern County to a neutral court outside of Kern County.
Biosolids Committee Meeting by John Pastore, SCAP
The Biosolids Committee held its first quarterly meeting of the year on February 24 th at the offices of the Orange
County Sanitation District. The meeting primarily focused on
the topic of Environment Management (EMS) Certification for
agency biosolids programs. While many of you may be asking
the questions: what does this certification mean for my
agency? and, what is involved in obtaining such a certification?
Those questions were answered throughout the meeting by our
presenters from LACSD, OCSD and the City of LA.

Biosolids Committee open discussion

Matt Bao presented an informative overview of the EMS
program and what is involved in obtaining certification. A copy
of Matt’s presentation as well as the other presentations are
posted in SCAP’s Biosolids Reference Library.
Committee Chair Matt Bao discussing EMS Certification

Rachel Van Exel (picture on right) and Deirdre Bingman
provided a very informative overview of OCSD’s Biosolids
Program that included insights into their management
practices and quality control methods. What I found
interesting, is that the certification process is not a panacea,
but instead is the conduit for achieving a well-run and
sustainable biosolids program. By rigorously implementing
the 16 EMS Elements, [Documentation of EMS for Biosolids;
Biosolids Management Policy; Critical Control Points; Legal
and Other Requirements; Goals and Objectives for Continual Improvement; Public Participation in Planning; Roles
and Responsibilities; Training; Communication and Public Outreach; Operational Control of Critical Points;
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Emergency Preparedness and Response; Documentation, Document Control and Recordkeeping; Monitoring and
Measurement; Nonconformance, Preventive and Corrective Action; Biosolids Management Program Performance
Report; and EMS Internal Audits], an agency can be assured that its biosolids program has set achievable goals, is
efficiently operated and is transparent to the public.
Completing the discussion on EMS was Derrick Lee (picture on left) from
the City of LA’s Bureau of Sanitation, who provided the committee with a
look at the Bureau’s Biosolids Program with an emphasis on the internal
auditing aspect of the process. Derrick explained that the number of and
depth of auditing conducted was very much dictated by the size and
complexity of the agency and its biosolids program, i.e., smaller
programs can achieve the same results with much fewer audits.
Congratulations to both the Orange County Sanitation District and the
City of Los Angeles Bureau of Sanitation for their level of achievement in
obtaining EMS Certification for their Biosolids Programs and in fostering
a positive brand for our wastewater industry.

SYNAGRO WINS COVETED CALIFORNIA 2010 WASTE REDUCTION AWARD by Lorrie Loder, Synagro
Synagro Recognized For Recycling More Than 800 Million Pounds of Organic By-Products
Houston, TX -- February 15, 2011 -- Synagro, a leading provider of Essential Environmental Solutions, was recently
recognized by the California Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery (CalRecycle) as a CalRecycle2010
Waste Reduction Award Program (WRAP) winner for its environmentally sound business strategies and enhanced
recycling efforts. In 2010, Synagro recycled more than 800 million pounds of organic waste generated by California
residents into soil amendments and compost which is marketed to agricultural, horticultural and landscape
professionals.
“Synagro is committed to running our business in accordance with basic tenets of strong environmental
stewardship,” said Bill Massa, president and CEO, Synagro. “Synagro prides itself on providing services and
operational practices that conform to both regulatory requirements and that address proper, sustainable protection
of the environment.”
CalRecycle is the California’s leading authority on recycling, waste reduction, and product reuse. Officially known as
the Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery, CalRecycle plays an important role in the stewardship of
California's vast resources and promotes innovation in technology to encourage economic and environmental
sustainability. CalRecycle’s WRAP award provides an opportunity for California businesses and nonprofit
organizations to gain public recognition for their outstanding waste reduction efforts and lets the community know
the business takes waste reduction seriously.
Synagro shares the honor of receiving this award with other 2010 winners such as the World Series Champion San
Francisco Giants and AT&T Park, which instituted a Green Team to work with fans to separate recycling and
composting and Costco Palm Desert that diverted nearly five million pounds of waste in 2009 through composting,
recycling and reuse.
Synagro Technologies, Inc., headquartered in Houston, TX, is the largest recycler of organic by-products in the United
States. Providing essential environmental solutions to over 600 public and private water and wastewater treatment
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facilities in the municipal and industrial sectors, the Company operates in every part of the nation and employs more
than 850 people
Targeted Collaborative Research (TCR) Opportunity by John Pastore, SCAP
The Water Environment Research Federation (WERF) has contacted SCAP in an effort to solicit expressions of interest
from wastewater agencies that may be interested in participating in a TCR to Examine and Advance an Innovative
Technology to Convert Biosolids and Brine into Clean Energy by Deep Well Injection and Geothermal Degradation.
WERF has teamed with the City of Los Angeles to coordinate research studies centered around deep well injection,
monitoring, and recovery of methane gas. As most of you know, the City of Los Angeles is currently operating its very
successful T.I.R.E. project at its Terminal Island wastewater facility.
A TCR program is used by WERF to initiate and fund projects outside of WERF’s normal funding cycle. For any agency
that may be interested in exploring this new technology further, please contact Jane Knecht, Director, Business &
Subscriber Development for WERF at jknecht@werf.org as soon as possible.
Reprint of Recent Article from Los Angeles Times by shan.li@latimes.com Copyright © 2011, Los Angeles Times

Target to pay $22.5 million to settle hazardous-waste dumping case
Prosecutors across California had accused the chain of such violations as pouring chemicals returned by customers
down the drain and dumping incompatible, combustible liquids like ammonia and bleach into trash bins. Target Corp.
has agreed to pay $22.5 million to settle a multiyear government investigation into the alleged dumping of hazardous
waste by the retail chain, according to court documents filed this week. The settlement, pending final approval by a
judge, is part of a bigger push by prosecutors throughout the state to crack down on environmental violations by bigbox retailers and follows multimillion-dollar settlements in recent years with Wal-Mart Stores Inc. and Home Depot.
Under the tentative agreement, the Minneapolis-based retail giant admits no wrongdoing but will pay about $3.4
million to the California attorney general's office. Smaller sums will go to city attorneys in Los Angeles and San Diego
as well as district attorney's offices in 20 counties, including Los Angeles, San Bernardino and Orange.
Target has also agreed to implement a statewide program to enforce compliance with waste disposal laws, train
employees in legal ways to handle hazardous sludge and pay an independent auditor to check compliance for three
years.
In a statement released Friday, Target said it "has a comprehensive program to ensure our handling, storage, disposal
and documentation of hazardous materials complies with California law, and we train our store teams regularly as
part of this program. We will continue to devote substantial resources in order to remain a responsible corporate
steward of the environment.” The investigation began in 2005 after Target, which operates more than 60 stores in
Los Angeles County and 236 locations in the state, was hit with repeated violations of California's hazardous waste
disposal laws. Violations included improper storage, transportation and disposal of bleach, paint, pesticides,
batteries, light bulbs and other hazardous materials. Prosecutors accused the retail giant of cutting corners for the
bottom line. Chemicals returned by customers or found to be defective were poured down the drain, tossed into
dumpsters and trucked to landfills not equipped for hazardous waste. Stores also kept incompatible and combustible
liquids like ammonia and bleach side-by-side on shelves and poured them into dumpsters mixed together, creating
fire and other safety hazards, prosecutors said. Target also allegedly fobbed off even more waste in bulk donations to
local charities, including the Los Angeles Regional Food Bank, which received more than 5,000 pounds of unusable,
flammable and toxic products in 2008, prosecutors said.
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Then-California Atty. Gen. Jerry Brown, along with the district and city attorneys, sued the retailer in 2009 in Alameda
County Superior Court, and an injunction was issued last September to halt the illegal disposal of hazardous waste at
all Target locations in California. Prosecutors said that investigations are still underway into environmental violations
by other big box retailers and that such practices, designed to cut corporate costs at the expense of public welfare,
are systemic among retail giants.

COLLECTIONS COMMITTEE REPORT
Sam Espinoza, Chair
sespinoza@lascd.org

Nicole Greene, Vice Chair
ngreene@ci.montclair.ca.us

Collection Systems Committee Meeting Report by Sam Espinoza, LACSD
The first Collection Systems Committee meeting for 2011
was held at El Toro Water District in Lake Forest on February
22, 2011.
Collection system topics included a
comprehensive presentation of Leucadia Wastewater
District’s (LWD) experience with sewer force main design,
operation and condition assessment by LWD’s Robin
Morshita and Dudek’s Steve Deering. The presentation was
specifically focused on a pair of sewer force mains that are
critical to LWD’s collection system operation. The process by
which a leak was identified and repaired in one of these
Leucadia Wastewater District’s Robin Morshita

force mains was explained in detail. One of the most important
lessons learned was that having a redundant force main to be
able to divert flow into when a leak occurs is well worth the
investment for these type of critical facilities.
Having
redundancy minimizes the spill volume and allows an agency to
more carefully plan and implement repair.
The second presentation by Dave Badgley from SANCON again
dealt with force mains and centered on inspection and repair
technologies currently available in the wastewater industry.
Dudek’s Steve Deering on proper FM design

Many of the inspection and repair options presented came
from the clean water and oil industries since they currently
operate the majority of pressure pipelines in public right of
way.
<Dave Badgley from SANCON discussing several types of linings
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Among the methods discussed for condition assessment for sewer force mains were the use of CCTV, laser profiling,
electromagnetic methods, use of ground penetrating radar and acoustic methods for leak detection. Repair methods
for force mains including slip lining, use of cured in place liners, and fold and form type products were discussed in
detail.
Later in the meeting, Orange County Sanitation District’s *and former SCAP Collections Chair] Nick Arhontes shared
the latest information on flushable wipes and discussed the problems they cause to our sewers, pump stations and
treatment plants. Nick has been working with both NACWA and the non-woven materials manufacturers and
associations over the past year to provide them with a better understanding of our problems in dealing with
flushables in the sewer system. Nick engaged the committee
members in a lively discussion of what should and should not
go down the drain. To further illustrate our dilemma, John
Schaffer from EEC, handed out two different types of sanitary
wipes and challenged the attendees to identify which one was
considered to be flushable and which one was not. The
exercise proved that it was virtually impossible from
appearances alone to determine which one was the flushable
type.
<Nick Arhontes describing OCSD’s wastewater facilities

The consensus of the committee seemed to be that without further testing and controls, only toilet paper should be
considered truly dispersible and therefore should be the only foreign material deemed safe for flushing at this time.
Obviously, this is not a popular sentiment among the manufacturers of “flushable products”.
On a separate topic, it seems we are still waiting to see the final results of the State Water Quality Control Board’s
(SWQCB) WDR triennial review process. According to SCAP’s
Bob Kreg, the last update received from the SWQCB suggested
that the revisions to the WDR were going to be made available
to the general public on the same day as our meeting,
however, this was not the case. The exact date that the
revisions will be made available to the public is still unknown.
The major changes that are expected to be seen in the revised
WDR include private sewer owners needing to become
enrollees, event based spill reporting in lieu of location based
reporting, and mandatory private lateral spill reporting. Once
the revisions to the WDR are made public, there will be an
opportunity to submit written comments to the SWQBC prior
SCAP’s Bob Kreg and CIWQS SSO Reporting Form
to adoption (30-day public comment period). It was also reported that the SWQCB does plan to begin the process of
auditing agencies to ensure compliance with the WDR. The SWQCB plans to send out a pre-audit survey to
approximately 50 agencies throughout the State and based on the results of the survey, may choose to audit about
half of these agencies. Finally, the questions in the annual Collection System Questionnaire are currently being
revised to enable the SWQCB to better understand the operation of each Enrollee. Agencies will be given sufficient
time to gather any new data that will be required in the revised questionnaire.
All of the aforementioned presentations are available for viewing on the SCAP website in our Collections Reference
Library.
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SSO Data Review Committee Update by Bob Kreg, SCAP
The SSO Data Review Committee has completed its work on the Agency Performance Report. The report is now in
the hands of the state’s computer programmers who are shooting for a date in mid-March for a limited live release of
the report. The report will allow agencies and the public to review and compare the performance of their agency to
other agencies in their region and the state. Data will be available for viewing by current year, specific calendar year
or all data collected since the agency was required to begin CIWQS reporting. The data displayed is the data that
each agency has already submitted to CIWQS and does not require any additional agency data input.
Currently the Data Review Committee is working revising the annual questionnaire and the Category I and II spill
reports. This work was started in November and has involved state staff from compliance and enforcement along
with agency and association staff. The goal is to ensure that only relevant data is being collected and that the
reporting process is improved. The annual questionnaire has been revised to almost act as a pre-audit check list and
will include some date on lift/pump stations. As there is new data being asked for on the questionnaire, Russell
Norman stated that the implementation would occur over approximately one year to allow agencies to obtain the
data. The Category I and II spill reports have been changed from appearance point to event spill reporting.
Currently, if a spill has multiple appearance points a separate spill report must be filed for each appearance point.
Under the proposed changes a single spill report would be filed showing the most significant appearance point. Both
the Category I and II spill reports have been reviewed to remove or revise duplicate or conflicting data requests.
Clarification is also being added to improve the reporting accuracy. The Category II spill report has also been reduced
in size. Batch uploading of spill reports will also be possible.
The work that the SSO Data Review Committee is conducting is always available in Google Groups at:
http://groups.google.com/group/sso-data-review-committee?lnk=srg . All postings and other data are open for
review. Only committee members may post to the group but non-members may send their comments to SCAP or to
Russell Norman at the SWRCB.

Call for Speaker Presentations—Joint SCAP/SARBS Collections Committee Meeting by John Pastore, SCAP
SCAP is teaming up with the local Santa Ana River Basin Section (SARBS) of CWEA to host a one-day collection
systems workshop in beautiful Huntington Beach on July 21st focusing on sewer collection related topics, such as
new equipment, products, inspection, maintenance, repair, new rules & regulations, etc.
SCAP is looking for 2 or 3 presenters on these subjects and would like to ask if any of you or our Associate members
would be interested in volunteering to make a presentation on behalf of SCAP. If interested, please contact me
directly at (760) 479-4121, or jpastore@scap1.org or Ralph Palomares at RPalomares@etwd.org .

Huntington Beach Pier on a sunny Southern California
day as seen through the camera lens of our resident
photographer Ralph Palomares.
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ENERGY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE REPORT
Andre Schmidt, Chair
aschmidt@lacsd.org

Chris Berch, Vice Chair
cberch@ieua.org

CWCCG Renewable Energy Working Group by John Pastore, SCAP
Jackie Kepke, our CWCCG manager, has formed a subcommittee to work specifically on addressing renewable energy
legislation and regulation. Recently, Jackie was successful in arranging a meeting with CPUC Commissioner Timothy
Simon and his Energy Advisor, Paul Phillips. A number of agency representatives from throughout the state,
including SCAP’s energy management committee chair, Andre Schmidt, joined Jackie and related real-world examples
from the water and wastewater sector that greatly influenced Commissioner Simon and his staff. The group took
away from the meeting a sense that Commissioner Simon was eager to continue a dialogue with CWCCG and its
members on ideas on how to improve and incentivize biogas projects, including both electric generation and pipeline
quality biomethane.
According to Jackie, the three elements of renewable energy policy that CWCCG is advocating were responded to by
Commissioner Simon as follows:
1. Feed-in-Tariffs – CPUC has just opened proceedings for SB 32, which will set feed-in-tariffs for renewable
energy. The Commissioner would like for CWCCG to work with his office to ensure that the outcome of this
proceeding favors biogas energy.
2. Biogas incentives – The Commissioner would like to launch a separate proceeding specifically focused on
incentives for biogas energy projects. This may or may not include pipeline biomethane but would definitely
be aimed at supporting biogas electricity generation projects and potentially related funding needs (e.g.
organic waste processing), and could be modeled after the CA Solar Initiative. This is where CWCCG could
really have a unique opportunity to help shape this proceeding and ultimately the program.
3. TRECs – While considerably less time was spent on this issue, CWCCG was able to get the point across that
the current TREC decision that places a 25% cap on TRECs and lumps in-state distributed generation with outof-state energy does not provide the desired incentives. Presumably CWCCG could raise this issue again once
it is determined how the related legislation turns out.
Energy Management Committee Meeting by John Pastore, SCAP
The Energy Management Committee held its first quarterly
meeting on February 8th at the Rancho Las Virgenes Municipal
Water District office in Calabasas. We had a great turnout with
many in attendance from as far away as the City of San Diego.
John Zhao, a Principal Engineer for the LVMWD, made an
informative presentation on LVMWD’s Power Purchase Agreement
and digester gas fueled engine system, as well as a thorough
discussion on the District’s future renewable energy projects.
<Calabasas Landfill methane gas collection system
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The second presentation was made by Dave Czerniak from the Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County (LACSD) in
which he recounted the history and full description of, the first of its kind, Landfill Gas to Energy Facility located at
the Calabasas Landfill. The gas to energy facility started up in the summer of 2010 and uses low emission, high
efficiency, Solar Mercury 50 combustion turbines to run on low-methane content landfill gas to produce 7 MW of
electricity.
Following the presentation a tour of the facility was led by Dave and Mark McDannel that emphasized the design,
construction and startup activities, as well as details of the gas cleanup system and power sales. One striking feature
of the facility is how much equipment has been installed in such a
small footprint. The site is very efficiently laid out to say the least.

Biogas Blending Vessels

Solar Mercury 50 Turbines >

The other interesting aspect of this facility is its close
proximity to residences.
In order to minimize the
environmental effect of the facility, LACSD designed and
constructed an earth berm immediately adjacent to the
turbines at the highest point of the site and further planted
the berm with a significant number of trees The berm
provides both a visual and sound barrier to the nearby
residences located across the canyon from the facility. It is
not surprising that continual noise monitoring is an
important aspect of the facility’s daily operation.
For further information on the Calabasas Landfill Gas to
Energy Project or the Las Virgenes MWD Renewable Energy
Projects, please feel free to browse both presentations on
the SCAP website in the Energy Management Library.
View from the top of the berm looking across the valley
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WATER ISSUES COMMITTEE REPORT
Valerie Housel, Chair
housel_va@sbcitywater.org

Al Javier, Vice Chair
javiera@emwd.org

Sediment Quality Objectives by John Pastore, SCAP
The State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) intends to develop and adopt sediment quality
objectives (SQOs) for enclosed bays and estuaries. This process will require approximately four years to complete.
As a beginning, staff is proposing to amend the Water Quality Control Plan for Enclosed Bays and Estuaries - Part 1
Sediment Quality. The proposed amendments will only apply to surficial sediments within enclosed bays and
estuaries of California. The proposed amendments consist of a narrative sediment quality objective to Section IV of
Part 1 that protects resident finfish and wildlife from the detrimental effects caused by exposure to pollutants in
sediment, a process for implementing these narrative objective, addition of new definitions in the glossary in support
of the proposed narrative objectives, and corrections to omissions and typographical errors. The following
documents are available for public review:

Draft Staff Report - Proposed Amendments to the Water Quality Control Plan for Enclosed Bays and
Estuaries - Part 1 Sediment Quality for the protection of fish and wildlife
o Appendix A Draft Proposed Amendments to the Water Quality Control Plan for Enclosed Bays and
Estuaries - Part 1 Sediment Quality
o Appendix B - Draft CEQA Checklist
o Appendix C - Draft Economic Analysis
Please be aware that the SWRCB will conduct a public hearing Notice of Public Hearing on April 4th to accept public
comments on the proposed amendments and has scheduled an April 6th Board meeting for adoption.
Discharge Monitoring Report Pollutant Loading Tool EPA-821-F-10-004 by John Pastore, SCAP
In an effort to improve transparency of information and public knowledge about pollutant releases that may cause
water impairment, USEPA has introduced a new web tool for assessing point source pollution data. The data being
used is from National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NDPES) Permit Program Discharge Monitoring Reports
(DMRs) for constituents that a facility is required by permit to monitor.
The new web tool is called the Discharge Monitoring Report (DMR) Loading Tool and USEPA is currently requesting
comments and suggestions on how to improve the Loading Tool and the accuracy of the discharge monitoring data
supporting it. According to USEPA, the Loading Tool is in beta-phase and is undergoing continual development and
testing. . The Tool uses discharge monitoring report (DMR) data from ICIS-NPDES and PCS to calculate discharge
loads. Although USEPA has verified the accuracy of the calculations, and has conducted a preliminary review of the
tool output to verify the accuracy of the underlying DMR data used for the calculations, it appears that errors exist
due to variety of reasons. Tri-TAC is currently drafting a response letter documenting many of its concerns and is
requesting, among other things, that USEPA not release the annual loadings until all errors are identified and
corrected. Information on the Loading Tool can be found on the USEPA website at
http://cfpub.epa.gov/dmr/ez_search.cfm .
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SWRCB Whole Effluent Toxicity (WET) Policy by John Pastore, SCAP
CASA’s Director of Legal & Regulatory Affairs, Roberta Larson, reports that in a recent conversation with SWRCB staff,
she was advised that they are still studying the recently submitted data and now project a workshop in May rather
than April, as first promised. Staff further advised that they would be releasing a draft of the revised policy or an
outline of the proposed changes prior to the workshop. We will have more information on this item as things
develop.

Non Sequitar:
Beware of the half truth. You may have gotten hold of the wrong half.
~Author Unknown
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