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Executive Director’s Message
WHERE IN THE WORLD IS VALLEY CENTER?

OLD SCHOOL WORK ETHIC!
A UNIQUE APPROACH TO ENERGY EFFICIENCY!
Having grown up in San Diego County I learned at an
early age that our county was divided into distinct
geographical areas; South County, East County, the
Coast, and North County. Each area having its own
local flavor and iconic neighborhoods. South County
with its access to the International Border; East
County’s beautiful Mount Helix and its controversial
cross; the Coast, from Imperial Beach northward to
Oceanside, containing some of the most expensive
real estate in California, including the communities of La Jolla and Del Mar;
and the North County with its world famous Rancho Santa Fe community in
addition to thousands of acres of rugged North County hillsides, many
planted with avocado and citrus trees in places so steep that only mountain
goats can traverse.
What these diverse areas have in common is they are home to countless
local communities that, while not enjoying “city” status, have learned to be
self-sufficient in term of relying on special districts, and in some instances,
homeowners associations to supplement their county provided services.

SCAP STAFF

One such agency that provides invaluable services to the local community is
the Valley Center Municipal Water District (VCMWD).

John Pastore, Executive Director
jpastore@scap1.org
Pam Merriam, Administrator
pmerriam@scap1.org
Ray Miller, E. D. Emeritus
rmiller@scap1.org
Southern California Alliance of
Publicly Owned Treatment Works
P.O. Box 231565
Encinitas, CA 92024-1565
Ph. (760) 479-4880
Fax (760) 479-4881

Only a few years younger than my age, the VCMWD was formed in 1954 to
assure the residents of Valley Center, a rural community north of the City of
Escondido and for the most part east of the I-15 corridor, with a means of
financing, constructing and operating a water supply system. In order to
obtain water from the Metropolitan Water District (MWD), VCMWD had to
annex not only to MWD but to the San Diego County Water Authority as
well. This was accomplished on May 9, 1955. Over the course of the next
several years General Obligation bonds were sold in order to raise
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$1.6 million towards constructing the District’s initial water system facilities. However, the ensuing years found
much growth occurring, particularly in the agricultural industry, causing Valley Center landowners to heartily endorse
two additional bond issues and the formation of 12 improvement districts that generated nearly $2 billion in
revenue. This money was put to good use over the next decade constructing delivery lines and storage reservoirs
throughout the District. Even with all of this new infrastructure in-place, the District continued to face water
shortages and infrastructure needs, due to ever increasing growth, and turned to the federal government for
additional funding to expand its water delivery system and to construct its regional wastewater treatment plant.
Today, VCMWD maintains 247 miles of water pipeline, 7 aqueduct connections, 26 pump stations and 41 covered
reservoirs with 135,000 gallons of water storage. Additionally, VCMWD owns and operates two wastewater
treatment plants, the Lower Moosa Canyon WRF and the Woods Valley Ranch WRF, along with 46 miles of sewer
collection lines.
The District’s Gary Arant has been on board as its General Manager for the past 24 years and has seen the District go
from a state of sustained growth from the 1980s through 2006, to its current state of transition from an agricultural
community to more of a residential community. Gary cites the ever increasing cost of water purchase and delivery,
as well as the loss of agricultural water incentives by MWD, as the main factors in the decline of agriculture within his
District. Coupled with the effects of a slow economy, VCMWD went from a high of 83 employees in 2006 to its
present staff of 64 employees. Through Gary’s leadership, the District has weathered the storm and adopted a
philosophy of providing its customers with exceptional service at the lowest cost possible.
It has been nearly 15 years since I last visited VCMWD and I was amazed at the changes that have taken place, both
on the water side and the sewer side of their operations. Immediately I was struck with how clean and well-kept all
of the facilities were, which is an indication of the pride each staff member
takes in his/her jobs.
I was also impressed by VCMWD’s impeccable record towards regulatory
compliance, which really isn’t that surprising, as Gary is a former Board
member of the San Diego Regional Water Quality Control Board, having
served 13 years along with Mary Jane Foley and Jack Foley in the 1980s and
1990s. In this day and age of specialization, VCMWD is refreshingly a
throwback to the days of when an agency had to be self-sufficient and more
of a jack-of- all-trades. Between engineering and construction - they do it
all.
VCMWD’s Woods Valley Ranch WRF

But not to be lost in this approach to operations is staff’s commitment to frugality without sacrificing customer
service, as evidenced by their mission statement, “Our Mission is to Ensure Customer Satisfaction through Quality
Service at the Lowest Possible Cost”. Sometimes being caught up with all of the technological advances associated
with cogeneration we assume that significant gains in operational efficiencies rest solely with the larger agencies
having the ability to generate digester gas. I for one can tell you that what VCMWD has done to reduce their energy
demand is nothing short of amazing.
Faced with mandatory and voluntary water cutbacks, a decline in new development, home foreclosures, a rapid drop
in agricultural demand and a steady decrease in property tax assessments, the District has reacted to the
corresponding loss of revenue by a combination of staff reductions and innovative operational practices. As an
example, on the wastewater side VCMWD has reduced its energy cost at the Woods Valley Ranch Plant, a 70,000 gpd
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MBR plant, by more than 48% ($30,300) over the last 3 years through a series of improvements that include; process
treatment and operational changes, reduced equipment run times, installing new filter membranes and changes to
sludge processing operations. Even more impressive is VCMWD’s
energy savings achieved at its Moosa Plant (a 440,000 gpd secondary
plant) through a series of dramatic operational changes instituted over
a 5 year period that consisted of:
 Eliminating usage of odor control equipment (21%)
 Installing more efficient aeration diffusers (20%)
 Installation of new positive displacement blowers (6%)
 Changes in sludge thickening process (32%)
These changes have resulted in VCMWD’s annual wastewater energy
cost in 2008 being lowered from $108,651 to this year’s anticipated
VCMWD’s Lower Moosa Canyon WRF
$46,992 resulting in a whopping 57% savings. Much of this success can
be attributed to staff’s innovative ideas and in particular, the design and installation of a modified membrane
filtering system by VCMWD’s Wastewater Supervisor, Rick Beath.

His idea translated into installations at both wastewater plants and has earned VCMWD the Fall 2012 “Outstanding
Energy Management Award for a Small Utility” by the California-Nevada Section of the
American Water Works Association. By placing the specially designed membrane unit into
the Woods Valley Ranch Plant’s aerobic digester the District has realized an estimated
savings of $65 per day. Prior to installation the digested sludge concentration was in the
range of 8,000 mg/l and now after installation runs in the neighborhood of 29,000 mg/l.
VCMWD’s sludge hauling to a local landfill has been reduced from once per week to an
unbelievably miniscule twice per year rate. Other new ideas being tried on the
wastewater side include an experimental turbine blower being tried out at the Moosa
Plant, which purports to run at 35,000 rpm, is extremely quiet, compact and has a high
efficiency rating. As in the case of the membrane filter unit, VCMWD’s crews provided
installation of the equipment themselves.
Not to be outdone on the water side of operations, VCMWD has implemented a wide-range of energy efficiency and
renewable energy projects that, besides being good business practice, help offset the effects of declining water sales
and increased water purchase costs, which according to Gary have doubled over the last 10 years. In 2005, Valley
Center had approximately 21,500 acres of irrigated agriculture land and boasted the highest avocado acreage in San
Diego County, with over 14,800 acres of avocados being grown. By 2010 the avocado acreage had dwindled to 9,055
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acres and today less than 10,000 acres of agriculture remains. Correspondingly, VCMWD’s water sales are half of
what they were in 2005.
As previously mentioned, VCMWD’s management has instilled a culture
of looking for every possible way to save money, especially when it
comes to energy usage. Leading the way in this effort is the District’s
Director of Operations/Facilities, Greg Hoyle, who walked me through
all of the innovative approaches they are employing to save money.
From a “big picture” standpoint, the District hired ACWA’s Dr. Lon
House, a noted energy consultant, in 2002 to advise them on energy
strategies. Now the District closely watches its kilowatt per acre-foot of
water delivered, which it uses as the benchmark for determining
success. Greg explained that
“when you operate 26 pump
stations with 92 individual pumping units, every kilowatt saved counts”.
Perhaps, the District’s largest pump
station, the Betsworth PS, is a prime
example of how VCMWD’s energy
strategy is being implemented. The
station can deliver up to 60 cfs of
water and accounts for 50% of the
District’s energy usage on the water
side. The PS is operated in conjunction with a dedicated 1.1 MW solar field,
which sits on a 9-acre site located across the street. The solar array utilizes its
own overhead transmission line to convey power to the PS. The PS also
employs four Wakasha natural-gas engines, which affords the District the
opportunity to take advantage of “off-peak” pumping (pumping less during the
daytime running off of solar and pumping more at
night, from 10pm to 6am, while running the
Wakashas).
As if that is not enough, the District has signed up for
SDG&E’s demand response program that features
critical peak pricing (CPP). Under CPP, the District
agrees to shut down their energy grid usage on 24 hour notice. On the downside, if the District uses electricity during
the shutdown period it is penalized at a rate of 10 times the normal electricity charge, but on the positive side, it can
sell back photo-voltaic solar electricity to SDG&E at 10 times the rate. By utilizing electricity generated by their solar
panels during these periods, the District has profited by as much as $100,000 in some years.
Other less conventional yet effective energy and cost savings methods currently practiced by VCMWD include:
 Operating its 26 pump stations and 41 reservoirs within its 13 pressure
zones using a state-of-the-art SCADA system;
 Employing automatic meter reading (AMR) devices, thereby reducing staff
time and vehicle costs;
Vehicle Tracking Screen
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Relying on a Networkfleet program to track all district vehicle locations and movement for the purpose of
improving customer response time and reducing vehicle idling time, as well as for security purposes;
Installing manual and automatic transfer switches at all critical pumping stations and other facilities to
reduce labor costs associated with connecting emergency gensets during power outages;
Instituting a pump and motor replacement program;
Instituting a portable emergency genset maintenance program that requires
all hoses and belts to be replaced on a 3 to 5 year cycle;
Purchase of portable, trailer-mounted video equipment for sewer inspection
that can be used in sensitive areas (i.e., golf courses) without causing damage
or requiring contracting for special equipment;
Construction of a trailer-mounted storage tank for pumping down sewer lift
station wet wells during emergencies, saving on contract pumping cost;
Portable sewer inspection camera




Obtaining state laboratory certification allowing VCMWD to perform its own water and wastewater testing,
resulting in savings in labor and vehicle costs;
Installation of wireless networks and smart monitors at offsite facilities to allow for remote access to district
records and communication in the event of an emergency when access to the main office is cutoff.

As you can see, managing such an agency as VCMWD is not without its challenges, but Gary and his staff have done
an excellent job and the proof is in the pudding, as they say. It goes without saying that you don’t last 24 years at any
job unless you are really good at what you do. Not one to rest on his laurels, Gary and his staff are continuing to look
at even more ways to improve the District’s operations and generate additional savings. Things such as ultimately
installing solar panels at pump stations (there are currently two sites under construction partially funded with
rebates through the California Solar Initiative Program and several more in the planning stages); and planning
towards ultimately converting customer water meters to smart metering that will allow instantaneous monitoring of
customers usage and leak detection.
Lastly, I would be remiss if I did not mention Gary’s involvement with the San Diego County Water Authority, where
he has served on the Board of Directors for the past 7 years and has been influential in the recent decision by the
Authority to enter into a contract with Poseidon Resources for the purchase of 56,000 acre feet of desalinated
seawater from the Carlsbad Desalination Project.
Inspiredly Yours,
John Pastore, Executive Director

Comments?
If you would like to leave a comment about content or layout of this newsletter, please feel free to contact us at
SCAP.

Photo courtesy of Ralph Palomares

5

February 2013
Homepage

Air Report

Biosolids Report

Collections Report

Energy Report

Water Report

Pretreatment Report

AIR QUALITY COMMITTEE REPORT
Kris Flaig, Chair
kris.flaig@lacity.org

Greg Adams, Vice Chair
gadams@lacsd.org

LOCAL AIR DISTRICT NEWS AT A GLANCE
Posted meeting dates and proposed new rule development for the following air districts can be found at these sites:
Imperial County APCD
Mojave Desert AQMD
San Diego APCD
Santa Barbara APCD

Ventura County APCD

South Coast AQMD

Annual Report to the Joint Legislative Budget Committee on Assembly Bill 32-The California Global Warming
Solutions Act of 2006
The Air Resources Board has released its annual report to the legislature on the implementation of AB32. A copy of
this report can be found on the SCAP website and here.
SCAP Air Committee provides comments on the Second Public Review Draft of the California Communities
Environmental Health Sreening Tool (CalEnviroScreen) & Draft Guidance by John Pastore, SCAP
With the release for public review of the second draft of the Environmental Health Screening Tool (CalEnviroScreen)
by the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA), SCAP’s Air Quality Committee felt compelled to
submit a comment letter regarding its concerns over the tool, as it has been drafted. Many thanks to LACSD’s Patrick
Griffith who compiled an excellent letter. A copy of the comment letter has been posted to the SCAP website and
can be found here.
The following is an explanation of the Tool and its intended use, as provided by Cal EPA.
California law requires the California Environmental Protection Agency (Cal/EPA or the Agency) to conduct its
programs, policies and activities, and to enforce all its existing statutes and regulations, in a manner that ensures the
fair treatment of people of all races, cultures, and income levels, including minority populations and low-income
populations in the state. In addition, in the last legislative session Cal/EPA was directed to assist in implementing the
California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 by identifying disadvantaged communities using specific geographic,
socioeconomic, public health and environmental criteria. (SB 535 (de Leon), Chapter 830, Statutes of 2012.)
To carry out these directions, Cal/EPA and the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA)
developed the California Communities Environmental Health Screening Tool (CalEnviroScreen). CalEnviroScreen uses
existing environmental, health and socioeconomic data to consider the extent to which communities across the state
are burdened by and vulnerable to pollution. The results generated by CalEnviroScreen represent the confluence of
a large number environmental, economic, social, and health related factors. They do not and are not intended to
assign responsibility for the issues or burdens confronting a particular area. Indeed, in some instances factors or
influences arising from outside area boundaries may contribute to the results.
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Cal/EPA released a first draft of CalEnviroScreen for public review and comment in July 2012. This draft built upon a
2010 report that described the science behind identifying communities that face multiple pollution burdens. The first
draft further developed and explained the methodology described in the 2010 report. After release of the first draft,
Cal/EPA and OEHHA conducted 12 public workshops in seven regions throughout the state. At these workshops, the
methodology and our conclusions were discussed with the public and a wide range of stakeholders, including
community, business, industry, academic and governmental groups. These regional workshops yielded over 1,000
oral and written comments and questions.
Over the next several months, Cal/EPA and OEHHA will continue to discuss the methodology and conclusions with
the public and a wide range of stakeholders to ensure that the final report will be of help to state agencies and
departments in their future planning and budgeting decisions.
The second working draft of CalEnviroScreen presents the next step toward identifying areas in California that are
disproportionately impacted by pollution and adverse socioeconomic conditions. It is important to stress that this is
a draft document. It is not intended as the final document and Cal/EPA and OEHHA are hoping that by seeing the
tool in operation, readers will be able to provide informed feedback on the overall methodology and suggest
refinements.
Similar to the first draft, this draft of CalEnviroScreen uses existing environmental, health and socioeconomic data to
create a score for communities across the state. An area with a high score would be expected to experience a higher
degree of impacts, as compared to areas with low scores. The tool presents a broad picture of the burdens different
areas experience from environmental pollutants and their vulnerability or ability to respond to these burdens.
This draft of CalEnviroScreen incorporates changes to the methodology and indicators received from various
participants in public workshops held throughout the state. A few examples include:
• The public health effect component was removed. Two proposed health indicators from this group, asthma
emergency department visits and rate of low birth weight infants, were incorporated into the sensitive
population component;
• Indicators from the exposure and environmental effects components are now evaluated together as Pollution
Burden, while population sensitivity and socioeconomic factors are evaluated together as Population
Characteristics;
• A diesel particulate matter concentration indicator and a linguistic isolation indicator were added;
• The pesticide use indicator was modified by removing data that were only available at the county level;
• Solid waste facilities and hazardous waste facilities were updated to reflect changes to the tool's weighting
scheme.
It is important to note the limitations of this version of CalEnviroScreen. The tool is not intended to be a substitute
for focused risk assessment for a specific area or site. Additionally, the results generated by CalEnviroScreen are not
intended to be used for California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) purposes. As explained in this draft, the
regulatory definition of "cumulative impacts" contained in CEQA is substantially different than the definition of
"cumulative impacts" adopted by Cal/EPA and used to guide the development of this tool. Also, this tool considers
some social, health or economic factors that may not be relevant when doing an analysis under CEQA.
Characterization of Aerosol Emissions from Wastewater Basins – A Technical Paper from Arizona State University
Summary: This study shows that aerosolization of wastewater occurs. On one hand, aeration is not an important
source of PM mass, organic carbon or NH3 emissions in an urban environment. On the other hand, a concern is that
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aerosolization of wastewater material occurs in the fine PM fraction (PM2.5), as evidenced by coprostanol
measurements, which allows for longer range transport and residence time that result in exposure beyond the
facilities themselves. A copy of the entire paper is posted on the SCAP website which can be found here.

BIOSOLIDS COMMITTEE REPORT
Matt Bao, Chair
mbao@lacsd.org

Tom Meregillano, Vice Chair
TMeregillano@ocsd.org

Diane Gilbert Jones, Vice Chair
diane.gilbert@lacity.org

Kern County Measure E by Diane Gilbert Jones, City of Los Angeles
On January 10th, a hearing was held before the 5th Circuit Court of Appeals in Fresno where oral arguments were
provided by Plaintiffs and Defendants regarding the motion to grant preliminary injunction while the Measure E
ligation is being considered. A decision should be provided within ninety days of the hearing.
San Luis Obispo Biosolids Ordinance by Tom Meregillano, OCSD
The San Luis Obispo County Health Department is scheduled to meet with the Board of Supervisors on March 17 th to
offer three options for consideration concerning San Luis Obispo’s Biosolids Ordinance: (1) extend the current
ordinance until March 2017; (2) make the current ordinance permanent; or (3) request the County to commit
$300,000 to conduct an EIR on a new draft permanent ordinance.
The current ordinance allows for unrestricted use of compost and the production of compost in the County; however,
there are still limits on Class B and Class A biosolids. The draft permanent ordinance would limit application to EQ
biosolids and would limit application to 10 tons/acre/three-years. (Source: Greg Kester, CASA)
Food and Drug Administration Proposed Rule by Tom Meregillano, OCSD
On January 16th, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) published in the Federal Register proposed rules concerning
standards for the growing, harvesting, packing, and holding of produce for human consumption in effort to prevent
food-borne outbreaks. Amongst other areas of focus, the beneficial use of biosolids is being considered. The
proposed rule allows the use of biosolids so long as it is in compliance with EPA regulations (Part 503 rule). EPA staff
has offered their services to assist FDA in helping to review comments and to provide FDA with the context and
responses. Written comments on the proposed rule must be submitted by May 16th. (Source: Greg Kester, CASA)
The Gilbert Case by Tom Meregillano, OCSD
The Gilbert lawsuit was being litigated in state court in Pennsylvania, where Synagro has been leading the defense of
allegations that the land application of biosolids constituted a nuisance. The Court found that the use of biosolids as
a fertilizer was a protected farming activity under the Pennsylvania Right to Farm Act, and stated that use of biosolids
is not significantly different from other organic fertilizers that farmers have traditionally used. The court also held
that the Plaintiffs could not prove that the land applier, farmer and land owner owed a legal duty to the neighbors
regarding off-site odors. The Court also rejected claims that odors from biosolids could constitute a trespass.
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The Gilbert decision will be considered an important precedent to protect municipalities, their contractors, and
farmers who benefit by recycling biosolids through land application. Many states have similar right to farm laws, and
a judgment in support of biosolids has the potential to deter future lawsuits. In coming to its decision, the Court also
relied on evidence provided by the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection, the Pennsylvania
Department of Agriculture, and the Pennsylvania Office of the Attorney General, which all filed briefs with the court
supporting and arguing that land application of biosolids was entitled to the protection of the Right to Farm Act. The
court also found that the use of biosolids in farming has been “acknowledged and addressed by both the United
States government and the government of the Commonwealth.” (Sources: Layne Baroldi, Synagro and Greg Kester,
CASA)
February 7th No-charge Biogas Conference by Tom Meregillano, OCSD
Save the date for a wastewater biogas forum with CASA, US EPA Region 9, Cal EPA, CPUC, CEC, SWRCB, SCAQMD, UC
Davis, and SCAP. The forum is scheduled for February 7th at the South Coast AQMD Headquarters in Diamond Bar.
The forum is expected to be a full day, no charge event to discuss challenges and opportunities to using biogas in
compliance with new or future air district regulations. To register, please go to the following link (password: biogas).
March 7th SCAP Biosolids Committee Meeting by John Pastore, SCAP
Please join us for the first Biosolids Committee meeting of the year which will be hosted by the City of Los Angeles at
its Green Acres Farm Composting Facility. We will be conducting a brief meeting to catch up on business followed by
a guided tour of the composting operations. This is a first class operation and provides an excellent example of how
biosolids produced at wastewater treatment plants can be put to beneficial use.
The 4,688 farm is located approximately 16 miles southwest of Bakersfield and one mile northeast of Lake Buena
Vista. The Farm has been a beneficial reuse site for biosolids generated by the City since 1994. The biosolids are used
as a soil conditioner and fertilizer to help promote growth on sites where chemical fertilizers would otherwise have
to be used to produce crops. Farm activities produce non-food chain crops such as wheat, corn, alfalfa, oats, Milo,
and Sudan grass. After crops are harvested, they are sold as feedstock to local dairies.
Green Acres Farm has been a beneficial reuse site for reclaimed water generated by the City of Bakersfield since
1989. The use of the reclaimed water is governed by the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board Order
No. 88-172. All crops are surface irrigated with reclaimed water using a border check system. When reclaimed water
quantities are insufficient to satisfy crop demands, there are two other sources available:
1. Groundwater, which is pumped to the surface through a network of on-site wells
2. Water purchased from Kern Water District
The objectives of the Farm include the following:
 Managing biosolids in an environmentally sound, acceptable, and cost-effective manner
 Complying with all applicable federal, state and local laws and regulations
 Beneficially using Exceptional Quality Biosolids
 Maintaining a site that conforms to national Biosolids EMS standards
 Requiring our land appliers to comply with the provisions of the CWEA Manual
A SCAP meeting notice and agenda will be forthcoming within the next few weeks.
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COLLECTIONS COMMITTEE REPORT
Ralph Palomares, Chair
RPalomares@etwd.com

Dindo Carrillo, Vice Chair
dcarrillo@ocsd.com

Collection Systems Committee Update, by Ralph Palomare, El Toro WD
It’s now February 2013 and we are off to a great start with some of us finishing up our budgets for 2013/14 already.
Preparing this year’s budget reminded me of just how expensive it is getting to perform our jobs adequately. Have
you noticed how much a combination truck/machine costs lately? Only around $450,000, while a TV Video camera
truck can cost upwards of $150,000 or more. A jet truck can run you $225,000 or more depending on what
accessories you get with it, such as aluminum wheels, strobe lights, tools, etc. But let’s not forget they are all tools
we need to fight the war on preventing sewer blockages.
Besides simply cleaning sewer lines, we also have manhole maintenance to contend with, such as rehabilitation with
special coatings to prevent the H20 gases from eating up the lime in the concrete, which in turns destroys the
manhole. Then there are special tools needed to break up the calcium deposits in the pipes, root-cutters, that do
just that, cut roots. These are all tools that we must have to perform our daily jobs in the wastewater collections
department.
We have sewage pump stations that cost millions of dollars to construct and then cause us to have to deal with odor
issues. If that is not enough, we have to deal with flushable wipes that are causing issues at these pump stations
that now cost us more money to maintain with chemicals needed to eliminate the associated odors. Fortunately, we
have machines now that eat up or grind up the flushable wipes and anything else that passes through these grinders
and of course they are not cheap to purchase or maintain. What the general public doesn’t see or know about this is
what it takes to get that one toilet flush or dirty dishwater cycle to the nearest wastewater treatment facility. Our
job is to make sure that all of those plastic army men, marbles, toys, coins, razor blades, condoms, female
applicators panties, towels, pantyhose, bobby pins, grease and flushable/disposable wipes make it to the nearest
pump or lift station and then on to the treatment plant, where it all gets separated.
We also have to take time out for training all year long to keep abreast of regulatory agencies requirements on how
to report SSO’s and how to correctly estimate a sewer spill by size and volume. It’s now become clear that if we
report we spilled 11,000 gallons, we need to show how we came up with that estimate. For some of us it’s not an
issue, but for others it is because if you get fined by the RWQCB, it can add up to some big dollars based on the
amount spilled to a public waterway.
On a good note sewer spills have gone way down the last 3 years due to all the hard work and training and of course,
money we are spending on equipment and training that our agencies are providing us with. I also have seen some of
the audits that have been done on collections agencies and some of the reports show things that still are not being
done. So once again, if you don’t know what you need to comply with the WDR, please attend one of our SCAP
collections meetings and we will be more than happy to share with you anything you need, that way you won’t need
to reinvent the wheel. With that, good luck on your budgets and try to attend our next SCAP collections committee
meeting on February 21st at the Leucadia Wastewater District.
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Noses Hard at Work by Dindo Carrillo, OCSD
Once a week Orange County Sanitation District (OCSD) convenes an odor panel to smell odor samples collected from
OCSD’s facilities and collection systems. The panelists consist of men and women, age 18 years or older, able to
commit for 6 months, and not currently an OCSD employee. Before they are selected, their noses will first have to
be screened for “scentability”. The “scentability” tests consists of a series of ten tests to evaluate their sense of
smell to make sure it is not too sensitive, not sensitive enough, but just right – meaning they have a typical sense of
smell. Once selected, applicants will join an eight member odor panel. The panel receives training from OCSD using
the ASTM guidelines, “Guidelines for Selection and Training of Sensory Panel Members.” The training consists of
olfactory awareness, sniffing techniques, and the use of the olfactometer device.
Panelists are tasked to complete up to four tests per session. Using the olfactometer device, each panelist will sniff a
series of three odorous samples and identify the one that is “different” from the other two, which are “blanks.” The
samples are dispensed in quick spurts through a comfortable nose piece. Short breaks are provided between each
test series. The smells that panelists are testing are odor samples collected from OCSD’s facilities and collections
systems. They are dispensed in very low dilutions and are non-toxic. The results of the test will be used to quantify
environmental odors and help determine the impact of odors on the surrounding community. Using this data OCSD
has been able to use its resources more effectively. OCSD has been successful in reducing its odor complaints,
thereby continuing to improve the relationship with its neighbors.
February 21st Collection Systems Committee Meeting by John Pastore, SCAP
Please join us for the first collection systems meeting of the year, which will be held from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm on
February 21st at the offices of the Leucadia Wastewater District in Carlsbad, CA.
Ralph and Dindo have put together a great lineup of speakers and timely topics along with a great location, just a
stone’s throw from the Pacific Ocean, thanks to our friends at the Leucadia Wastewater District. And of course Pam
will be serving up a delicious lunch for those attending.
Learn first-hand about the recent successes and failures, both from the local and national level, in the never-ending
attempt to educate the manufacturers of so called “flushable” products and the uphill battle to require proper
package labeling on these types of products. Find out what the newly proposed WDR-Monitoring and Reporting
Program will mean to your collection systems operations, if adopted by the State as written. Do you have questions
about performing a self-audit of your SSMP, as mandated by the State? An expert on preparing SSMP audits will
show you how it is done. Lastly, a representative from ENVIROKLEAN will be on hand to talk about their latest
grease recovery device, the Piranha.
Flushables/Disposable Wipes Update by John Pastore, SCAP
Since the first part of this year there has been a flurry of activity going on concerning flushables, especially on the
national level. At our upcoming Collection Systems Committee meeting OCSD’s Nick Arhontes, our resident expert,
will be bringing us up to speed on the latest goings on. Without letting the cat out of the bag, let me just say that we
have good news to report concerning our latest efforts to bring the “flushables” problem to Costco’s attention.
However, our industry’s attempt to regulate truth in labeling through legislation continues to be thwarted, at every
turn, particularly by the non-woven manufacturers and their association.
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Notice new product labeling referencing “safe for sewer systems” and “breaks up after flushing”

In any event, Nick will provide us with an update on the situation and we will report it here next month.
Announcement for Upcoming CWEA-Southern Sections Collection Systems Committee Workshop

Release of the SWRCB Proposed Changes to the Sanitary Sewer System (SSS) Waste Discharge Requirements
(WDR) Monitoring and Reporting Program (MRP) by John Pastore, SCAP
On January 7th the SWRCB released its latest draft its revisions to the draft MRP. While we appreciated the fact that
the latest draft contains fewer revisions than the previous version, we remain concerned that there continues to be
significant burdensome requirements that will add unnecessary work and cost to our agencies with little or no
benefit to water quality. After much discussion by the statewide workgroup led by Tri-TAC and CASA and input from

12

February 2013
Homepage

Air Report

Biosolids Report

Collections Report

Energy Report

Water Report

Pretreatment Report

the POTW community, including SCAP members, the Summit Partners Group submitted an extensive comment to
Mr. Russell Norman on January 22nd. It is our understanding that the staff is currently sifting through all of the
comment letters received and will be reporting on the next step very shortly. A copy of our comment letter can be
found here.

ENERGY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE REPORT
Andre Schmidt, Chair
aschmidt@lacsd.org

Chris Berch, Vice Chair
cberch@ieua.org

SMARTFERM Technology
The Monterey Regional Waste Management District (MRWMD) in partnership with Zero Waste Energy, LLC (ZWE) is
showcasing a new dry anaerobic digester (AD) system to divert organic
waste from landfills. The SMARTFERM technology, will be the first of its kind
in the US and will turn green waste and food scraps into renewable
electricity and high-quality compost.
This state-of-the-art processing system is the next generation of organic
waste management strategies to generate renewable energy and produce
compost. The ZWE system at the MRWMD will process up to 5,000 tons per
year, generating 100kW of electricity or up to 3,200 BTU/Ton of biogas.

February 28th Energy Management Committee Meeting by John Pastore, SCAP
Please join us for our first SCAP Energy Management Committee meeting of 2013. The meeting will be held at Inland
Empire Utility Agency’s Regional Wastewater Treatment Plant No. 1 in Ontario.
The meeting will feature presentations and discussion related to gas clean up systems and the utilization of fuel cells
as a renewable energy source for POTWs. IEUA staff will provide information on their renewable energy planning
and implementation strategy, including a tour of their 2.8 MW fuel cell project and solar panel array. A formal
agenda will be sent out to everyone within a few days. RSVPs are required.
CASA’s New Energy Role and CWCCG Update by Greg Kester, CASA
CASA will assume a stronger leadership role as the wastewater community works to facilitate implementation of
renewable energy mandates and to broaden opportunities at wastewater plants to maximize our renewable energy
production.
As part of its Strategic Plan, the CASA Executive Board, on the recommendation of the Executive Director, recently
approved a new approach for providing direct support and leadership for these efforts. It fits perfectly with our
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recent paradigm shift to resource recovery agencies from waste dischargers. CASA will still rely heavily on the
expertise of volunteers, including the Steering Committee and others within CWCCG as we transition into this role.
Bobbi Larson will become the face of wastewater energy opportunities with strong support from me and recently
hired regulatory advocate Adam Link (as well as the aforementioned core of CWCCG). We will work closely with the
CPUC, the legislature, and countless others, as passed legislation is implemented and new legislation is
contemplated. CASA has become a founding member of the newly formed Bioenergy Association of California to add
leverage to our mission, but we understand the need to also work independently to ensure the voice of the
wastewater community is heard. It should also be noted that the CASA technical role will focus on renewable energy,
and extend only in a limited way to the technical and regulatory aspects of climate change, resiliency, and adaption
issues. Therefore the CWCCG steering committee plans to release a new RFP for climate change work which we
expect may increase over the next year. While CH2M Hill has provided excellent service to our wastewater
community on these issues, the steering committee felt it advisable to re-post an RFP since it has been a number of
years since we began this effort and things have changed considerably. Many thanks to Zeynep Erdal for her
leadership and Jackie Kepke before her over these last years. Also, Steering Committee member, Frank Caponi
(LACSD) will resume and be administering the CWCCG webinars in the interim and will send notification of a new
schedule when it is developed. Please don’t hesitate to contact me, Bobbi, Adam, or any of the steering committee
members (Frank Caponi, LACSD; Kris Flaig, City of LA; Ray Arthur, City of Fresno; or Randy Schmidt, Central Contra
Costa SD) with any questions or comments.
The California Wastewater Biogas Technology Summit
Save the date for a wastewater biogas forum with CASA, US EPA Region 9, Cal EPA, CPUC, CEC, SWRCB, SCAQMD, UC
Davis, and SCAP. The forum is scheduled for February 7th at the South Coast AQMD Headquarters in Diamond Bar.
The forum is expected to be a full day, no charge event to discuss challenges and opportunities to using biogas in
compliance with new or future air district regulations. Wastewater and Energy Utility Leadership/Executives, Finance
Directors, Energy Managers and Plant Operations management are encouraged to attend. To register, please go to
the following link (password: biogas). The agenda is displayed below.
Morning Session: 9am-12:30pm
Welcome: Barry R. Wallerstein, D.Env., Executive Officer,SCAQMD
9-9:45 Introductions and Policy Overviews:
Ashley Conrad-Saydah, Assistant Secretary for Climate Change-Cal/EPA;

Laki Tisopolous, Asst. Deputy EO- South Coast AQMD;

Greg Kester, California Assn. of Sanitation Agencies

9:45-12:30--Case Studies in biogas generation:
 City of San Bernardino: Partial Oxidation Gas Turbine
 Orange County Sanitation District: Using SCR Technology to retrofit IC Engines
 Inland Empire Utilities Agency: Fuel Cell project, Avoiding "Peak Power"
 Eastern Municipal Water District: Use of "NOx Tech" retrofit technology
BREAK
 Riverside Municipal Utilities: Fuel Cell project
 Los Angeles (City) Bureau of Sanitation: Alternative Digester Gas Utilization Project
 City of Fresno: Use of wastewater fueled gas turbine, gas cleanup technology and emissions controls
Lunch Break: 12:30-1:30pm
Afternoon Session: 1:30pm-4:30pm
1:30-2pm--Emerging Technologies: Moderator, Rizaldo Aldas, CEC R&D Division
 New developments in power production from microturbines using wastewater biogas, Capstone Microturbines (invited)
 Palo Alto Research Center: Emerging Technologies for Hydrodynamic separation
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2-2:30pm--New Policy Developments for Energy Exports:
Introduction to recent legislation: Julia Levin, ED, Bioenergy Assn. of CA
 Pipeline Injection Opportunities for biogas: Sacramento Municipal Utilities District partnership with Sacramento Sanitation
 New Technologies and tariff for biogas treatment--Escondido Demonstration Project (Sempra).
BREAK
2:45-3:30pm Experiences with Innovative Financing/ Funding Mechanisms for on-site power production and plant retrofits:
 Overview, Eric Byous, U.S.EPA Region 9
 Victor Valley WRA
 Thousand Oaks WWTP
3:30-4:30pm--Roundtable Discussion on “Lessons Learned” and “Next Steps”: Moderator: Martha Davis, IEUA, ACWA Energy Committee Chair

California Could Be the Next Shale Boom State by Mark Mills, Author (courtesy of the Wall Street Journal-1/16/13)
Could 2013 find California lawmakers and Gov. Jerry Brown finally making the connection between fiscal challenges
and energy markets? The Golden State is well positioned to become an exporter of hydrocarbons and enjoy a gusher
of oil revenues. While many Californians will find that hard to contemplate, ideology bends more easily than the laws
of physics and the imperatives of economics. The $6 billion a year in additional income taxes Gov. Brown convinced
Californians to approve in Proposition 30 last November won't begin to solve the state's fiscal problems. Last year's
State Budget Crisis Task Force, co-led by former Federal Reserve Chairman Paul Volcker, estimated the state's longterm debt at no less than $370 billion.
But California has Saudi Arabia-scale oil resources, notably in its largely untapped Monterey shale field, which
stretches northeast for more than 200 miles from Bakersfield in central California. New technologies, especially
smart, horizontal drilling and hydrofracturing, aka "fracking," make that oil accessible, and cleanly. The U.S. Energy
Information Administration estimates that the Monterey shale field alone holds 15.4 billion barrels of oil, rivaling
America's total conventional reserves. California collects about $15 billion in tax revenues for every billion barrels of
state oil production, according to research conducted last year by the University of Wyoming's Timothy Considine
and Edward Manderson. If that is accurate, then simply by opening up Monterey oil development—no incentives,
grants or state funds required—tax receipts could total $250 billion over the coming two decades. Economists
Robert Hahn and Peter Passell, at the American Enterprise and Milken Institutes respectively, point to another $30
billion to $80 billion in broad economic and social benefits that ripple through an economy for every billion barrels of
oil production. Do the math: The overall economic benefits of opening up the Monterey shale field could reach $1
trillion. One can only imagine the impact on California's education system, social programs, infrastructure, and even
energy-tech R&D. Moreover, with that kind of revenue, Sacramento tax collections could wipe out debt and deficits.
There is a precedent for this. Technologies of the early 20th century unleashed oil fields from Long Beach to
Bakersfield. Beverly Hills sits atop a legacy field still in production, its surface hardware hidden artfully off Pico and
Olympic Boulevards in large windowless buildings. Black gold, not the gold rush, funded many California businesses
for the first half of the 20th century. In the heyday of the 1960s, when the state's education system was first in the
nation, California's oil production ranked second nationally, at about 400 million barrels annually. Now with
production down 50%, California has dropped to No. 4 in oil production, behind Texas, North Dakota and Alaska.
North Dakota's embrace of the shale-oil revolution vaulted it to No. 2 and has led to low unemployment, no deficit,
and university funding on the rise.
The fracking and smart-drilling revolution that has unlocked "tight" oil and reversed America's 40-year production
decline, emerges from the same constellation of information and materials technologies that yielded the iPad and
MRI. Bill Gates recently observed that the "one thing that is different today [in energy] is software, which changes
the game." Those few words contain more wisdom than most energy tomes. Still, many believe that innovation can
replace hydrocarbons and have invested tens of billions on that bet. They may be right someday, but not in time
frames that matter to this generation or the next. Liquid hydrocarbons—diesel, gasoline—remain unmatched in
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those features vital for cars and aircraft: energy density, safety, ease of transport and storage. Finding alternatives at
the scale needed, at any price, has been devilishly hard. Patents are predictive here: Over the past five years, about
65,000 patents have been issued across the entire alternative-energy domain versus 150,000 for new hydrocarbon
technologies. Soon, for example, water-free hydrofracking will emerge. Water for fracking is a rising operational
cost, and a political hot potato even though Los Angeles uses more water in an hour than is needed to create a dozen
hydrofracked wells. (For context: nationally, water for oil and gas extraction doesn't approach 1% of agriculture use.)
Every credible forecast from the U.S. Department of Energy to the International Energy Agency sees liquid
hydrocarbons supplying 80% to 90% of transportation-energy growth for the next two decades. With global vehicle
fuel demand expected to grow by the equivalent of adding another United States' worth of consumption, much of
that growth coming in Asia, California is ideally suited to become a major exporter. Oil companies will tell you that
they are ready and able to produce that bounty, but leadership has to come from Sacramento in cooperation with
the federal Bureau of Land Management, which has subsurface mineral rights for much of the Monterey shale field.
Yet there is good news on this front. In December, the BLM sold some 15 leases for thousands of acres of potential
shale development—in California. Add to this that a year ago Gov. Brown fired his two regulators who had overseen
a 70% decline in state drilling permits since 2008, and you have the makings for progress. A savvy politician might
also point out the promise of Silicon Valley developing still more advanced hydrocarbon tech. One can foresee a
growing array of software, sensor, materials and big-data startups that underpin the smart controls and data
processing central to modern oil production.
For California, it could be back-to-the-future, a well-funded future, courtesy of technology again unleashing wealth
from natural resources. That would be quite a future to behold, and quite a legacy for Gov. Brown.
Mr. Mills, a physicist, is a Manhattan Institute senior fellow and co-author of "The Bottomless Well" (Basic, 2006).

WATER ISSUES COMMITTEE REPORT
Al Javier, Vice Chair, Chair
javiera@emwd.org

Jennifer Shepardson, Vice Chair
Shepardson_Je@sbcity.org

Federal Court Rules Stormwater Flow Alone is Not a Pollutant - Ruling Could Impact Pending Pollution Regulations
in Other States, Including California, a legal alert courtesy of BB&K—January 8, 2013
A federal district court in Virginia has ruled that the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s
use of flow volumes as a proxy for pollutant levels in a “total maximum daily load (TMDL)” to
regulate sediment in a creek is illegal under the federal Clean Water Act (CWA). The decision
could have significant impacts on other pending TMDLs to be adopted by the EPA or
authorized states such as California.
Under the CWA, the EPA may regulate the discharge of pollutants. In the Virginia case, the
EPA conceded that stormwater on its own is not a pollutant under the CWA. Nevertheless,
the EPA attempted to use the volume of stormwater discharged into Accotink Creek as a
surrogate for the sediment load in the creek. The EPA contended that it could use such a
“surrogate” to indirectly regulate the pollutant (sediment) in question. In rejecting the EPA’s
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argument, the court found that stormwater flow cannot be used as a surrogate for pollutants, because stormwater
flow, on its own, is not considered a pollutant under the CWA. Thus, the EPA’s attempt to regulate stormwater
exceeded its limited statutory authority.
This decision could help agencies in other parts of the country challenge the regulation of flow volumes in TMDLs and
CWA National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permits. The ruling also directly limits the EPA’s
authority to issue such flow TMDLs. It will also allow agencies to argue that state authority is also limited. Like most
states, California regulates stormwater and other end-of-pipe discharges under a dual system. The State implements
the CWA as well as the California Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act. The federal case holds that the
regulation of flow volume as a pollutant is not authorized by the CWA, but does not address state law. Nonetheless,
because regulation of flow is becoming more prevalent, this case may spur challenges to similar regulations in
California.
For more information on this ruling and how it may affect your agency, please contact Shawn Hagerty or Andre
Monette in the Environmental Law and Natural Resources practice group or your BB&K attorney.

SWRCB Resource Alignment Proposals for POTWs; Volumetric Pricing Issue; and SWRCB Nutrient Policy by John
Pastore, SCAP
Workgroup discussions continue on each of these issues, however, because we are currently working on submittals it
is not prudent to report specifics at this time. As soon as the information is available for reporting it will be
presented here.
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WASTEWATER PRETREATMENT COMMITTEE REPORT
Jim Colston, Chair
JColston@ocsd.com

Barbara Sharatz, Vice Chair
BSharatz@sandiego.gov

SANITATION DISTRICTS INDUSTRY ADVISORY COUNCIL
Council Meeting, Tuesday, February 12, 2013, 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., Conference Room E and F,
Joint Administration Office, County Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County,
1955 Workman Mill Road, Whittier, CA 90601, (562) 699-7411
(Emergency Contact, Philip Lo, Council Coordinator, (909) 489-3998, cell/text)
Advance Reservations Requested for Lunch Count and Security Guard Pass, plo@lacsd.org
(Reserved parking provided next to the employee parking. Watch for Event Parking signs. We encourage carpooling and transit.
Metrolink pick-up at Baldwin Park available upon request.)

11:00 a.m.
11:10 a.m.

12:30 p.m.
01:00 p.m.

01:45 p.m.
02:00 p.m.

Lunch
Manufacturing and Economic Recovery for Southern California
 Roundtable Keynote, Business is the State’s Business, Glen Becerra, President, Southern California
Association of Government Regional Council, and Councilmember, City of Simi Valley (Confirmed)
 State of the Manufacturing Sectors in Southern California, Jerry Wahlin, Metal Finishing; Michael
Beasley, Aerospace & Defense; Kevin Laney, Oil &Gas Extraction; Alan Seese, Petroleum Refining;
and Ken Rhodes, Food Processing
 Roundtable on Industrial Sector Investments, Jobs, and Regulations
Group Photo
Council Business and Updates
 Slides Introduction of the 2013 Council, Philip Lo, LACSD
 2013 Council Organization and Agenda Topics, Sam Bell, Council Chair
 Agencies, Industries, Trade Associations, and NGOs Updates
Closing Talk on Government-Industry Collaboration for Jobs and Manufacturing in California, La
Ronda Bowen, Ombudsman, Cal/EPA, Air Resources Board, Sacramento
Adjournment to April 16, 2013, Orange County Sanitation District, Fountain Valley, 10 a. m. Tour of
the Ground Water Replenishment System, and 11:30 a. m. Council meeting on EPA Pretreatment 101
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Events Calendar for Environmental Conferences and Training Opportunities, 2013
Date

Location

Events

Comments

Website

2/4-7/2013

Garden Grove
Hyatt
Irvine
IRWD
Westwood
UCLA
Anaheim
Convention Ctr
San Jose
SntaClaraVWD
Napa
Marriott
Washington DC
Marriott W Pk
Downey
Sempra Center
Monterey
Portola Hotel
San Francisco
Marines’ Club
San Francisco
City Club
Whittier
LACSD
Palm Springs
Convention Ctr
San Francisco
Palace Hotel
Sacramento
Convention Ctr

Cal CUPA Forum Annual Training
Conference
Water Reuse Assoc: Industrial
Recycled Water Use Workshop
Oppenheim Lecture: Conservation for
World of 9B
InformEx 2013: The Global Chemical
Marketplace
Water Reuse Assoc. Industrial
Recycled Water Use Workshop
CWEA Annual Pretreatment, P2 and
Stormwater Conference
Climate Leadership Conference

Hazardous Waste Training

www.calcupa.net

Two-for-one registration available

www.watereuse.org/conferen
ces/california/industrial
events@ioe.ucla.edu

Downey
ERC
Phoenix, AZ
Sheraton DwTn
Chicago

US GBC LA, Municipal Green Building
Conference & Expo
Annual Water Reuse and Desalination
Research Conf
Int’l
Society
Sustainability
Professionals Conference
Oppenheim Lecture: Mid-Century
Climate Change L. A.
NACWA Annual National Pretreatment
& P2 Workshop
Science & Tech Day for Students by
Black Engineers
CA WateReuse Annual Conference

2/6
2/13
2/19-22
2/20
2/25-27
2/27-3/1
3/5
3/17-19
4/2-5
4/8-9
4/13
4/16-19
4/16-18
4/18-19

4/26
5/6-7
5/8-10
5/15
5/15-17
5/xx
6/18-20
6/18-20
6/25-28
9/9-11
9/17-19
10/5-9
11/5-6
11/xx
11/20-22
11/xx

Westwood
UCLA
Portland, OR
Double Tree
Los Angeles
Monterey
Portola Hotel
Bethesda, MD
Marriott North
Chicago
Hyatt Regency
Lake Tahoe
Long Beach
Convention Ctr
Chicago
McCormick Pl
San Diego
Paradise Point
Pom/Sher Fairplex
Philadelphia PA
Buena Park
Holiday Inn

SoCal Waste Mgmt Forum Annual
Spring Conference
WateReuse
California
Annual
Conference
Second Safer Product Summit
Prop 65 Conference and Green
Chemistry Conference
Sanitation Districts Earth Day Fair,
Saturday, 10 am to 2 pm
CWEA Annual Conference
11th Navigating American Carbon
World Conference
Green California Summit and Expo

Annual Green Chem & Green
Engineering Conference
Air & Waste Mgmt Assoc
Annual National Conference
CASQA
Annual
Stormwater
Conference
SWANA WasteCon 2013 National
Conference
WEFTEC Annual Wastewater Tech
Expo and Conference
IEA/CMTA/CICC Annual Environmental
Summit
SoCal Waste Mgmt Forum Conference
GreenBuild 2013: Greenbuild Nation
CA Resources Association, Vision 2014
Regulatory Conf.
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Peter Karieva, Chief Scientist, Nature
Conservancy
Am Chem Society and SOCMA
Registration sponsorship for industry
likely available
Pretreatment
professionals
conference
EPA, States, and NGOs; Climate
Awards
LACSD Keynote; Legislative &
Regulatory Update;
Panel on Industrial Water Reuse on
3/18
Commercial conference
Commercial conferences
Free exhibitor booths; landfill and
Wastewater Plant Tours
Wastewater
professionals
conference
Leading climate change conference
Theme: Greening By Example

Annual free event on municipal
green building
Showcasing cutting edge research
Leading sustainability professionals
conference
Alex Hall, Professor, Atmospheric
Science, UCLA
EPA, State, and POTW pretreatment
professionals
Industry Participation in Hands-On
Exhibit solicited
Recycled
water
professionals
conference
Sustainable
Chemistry
and
Engineering for 21st Century
Air quality and waste management
professionals
Storm
water
professionals
conference
Leading
govt
solid
waste
professionals conference
Water Environment Federation
national conf.
Leading statewide industrial conf.
with top regulators
Leading national grn bldg conference
EPA, Cal/EPA and local agency
speakers

www.informex.com
www.watereuse.org/conferen
ces/california/industrial
www.cwea.org
www.ClimateLeadershipConfe
rence.org
www.scwmf.org
www.watereuse.org/conferen
ces/california/13
www.informationforecastnet.
com
www.prop65clearinghouse.co
m
www.lacsd.org
www.cwea.org
www.climateactionreserve.or
g
www.greentechnology.org/gcsummit2013/
Link to come, or try Gas Co.
seminar registration
www.watereuse.org
www.sustainabilityprofession
als.org
events@ioe.ucla.edu
www.nacwa.org
michael.simpson@lacity.org
www.watereuse.org
www.gcande.org
www.awma.org
www.casqa.org
www.wastecon.org
www.weftec.com
www.iea-sd.com
www.scwmf.org
www.greenbuildexpo.org
www.Go2CWA.org
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For additional events to be posted, please send them to Philip Lo, Sanitation Districts, at 562-908-4288, extension 2912 and
plo@lacsd.org, or Chris Herbeck, 562-908-4288 x2958 and cherbeck@lacsd.org.
(Template DM# 2429153)
For Energy Efficiency and Management, Green Building, Sustainability, and CARB Air Monitoring Classes, visit below:
Southern California Energy Centers: www.sce.com/workshops
Southern California Gas Co.:
https://seminars.socalgas.com/iebms/coe/coe_p1_all.aspx?cc=coe&oc=01
Federal Energy Management Program:
http://apps1.eere.energy.gov/femp/training/first_thursday_seminars.cfm
California Air Resources Board: https://ssl.arb.ca.gov/training/courselist.php

ANNOUNCEMENTS
SCAP is pleased to welcome Mr. David W. Pedersen as the new General Manager of the Las Virgenes MWD
Calabasas, CA January 3, 2013 – The Board of Directors of Las Virgenes Municipal Water District (LVMWD) has
selected David W. Pedersen as the new general manager for the District, effective January 14, 2013. He will assume
the position that became available when John R. Mundy announced his plans to retire at the end of 2012.
Mr. Pedersen, 40, currently resides in Manhattan Beach with his wife and three children and most recently has been
the executive director of operations for Irvine Ranch Water District (IRWD) in Orange County, where he has worked
since 2010. Prior to IRWD, he held a number of managerial positions with the Los Angeles County Department of
Public Works.
A civil engineering graduate of UC Irvine in 1994, Mr. Pedersen earned his MBA degree from California State
University, Long Beach in 2001 and he is a registered civil engineer. He is a member of the American Society of Civil
Engineers, serves on the Scientific Advisory Board for the Association for Environmental Health & Sciences
Foundation and is affiliated with the Association of California Water Agencies and the Water Environment
Foundation.
“I am very excited to be selected for the position by the Board,” Mr. Pedersen said. “I look forward to becoming
familiar with every aspect of the communities served by the District, and managing the challenges the service area
faces in terms of providing reliable water service and environmentally protective wastewater treatment in the
Malibu Creek Watershed.” Among his accomplishments at IRWD, he cites the implementation of operational
efficiency measures which helped that agency achieve the lowest service rates among those in surrounding
communities.
When Mr. Mundy announced his intent to retire, the LVMWD Board commenced an extensive search program to fill
the general manager’s position. After a series of interviews, Mr. Pedersen was selected from a highly qualified field
of 125 applicants. In a related action, the Board named David R. Lippman, P.E. as interim general manager until Mr.
Pedersen arrives in mid-January. Mr. Lippman is the District’s Director of Facilities & Operations.
Las Virgenes Municipal Water District provides potable water, wastewater treatment, recycled water distribution and
biosolids composting services for customers in Agoura Hills, Calabasas, Hidden Hills, Westlake Village and
surrounding unincorporated areas of Los Angeles County.

20

February 2013
Homepage

Air Report

Biosolids Report

Collections Report

Energy Report

Water Report

Pretreatment Report

NEW SCAP MEMBERS
We wish to welcome our newest 2012-13 SCAP members: City of Chula Vista; City of Huntington Beach; Padre Dam
Municipal Water District; Noble Americas; Jericho Systems, Inc; and Helio Power, Inc.
Thank you for your support----SCAP
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