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Executive Director’s Message
AN INTERVIEW WITH SCAP’S FOUNDER - RAY MILLER
WELCOME NEW ASSOCIATE MEMBERS:
- EMPIRE PIPE CLEANING & EQUIPMENT
- TETRA TECH
25 years ago at a meeting in Oakland, California with
General Managers and Utility Managers, a recently
retired General Manager, Ray Miller, was pulled away
from the group by four individuals for a brief informal
meeting. The individuals were: Chuck Carry, LACSD;
Wayne Sylvester, OCSD; Del Biagi, City of Los Angeles
and Felix Martinez, Goleta Sanitary District. The
wastewater utility leaders commiserated with Ray
over recently enacted impractical regulations and the
need for unified Southern California representation.
With Ray having just recently retired, he sympathized and agreed with the
group. While everyone was nodding their heads, the group told Ray they
wanted him to lead the group. Ray asked, “How much time do you want?”
The group responded, “You tell us”. Ray asked, “How much should this
cost?” The group responded, “You tell us”.
A few weeks later, on July 30, 1992 the Southern California Alliance of
Publicly Owned Treatment Works held their first meeting at OCSD. The
founding operating principals and procedures have not changed
significantly in the last 25 years. One of Ray’s first responsibilities as the
Executive Director was to drive all over Southern California to recruit
members. As many of you know, Ray is a “people person” and a great
salesperson. It did not take him long to build a robust membership base.
Ray served as Executive Director for 15 years until 2006.
Ray Miller has had an impressive and varied career. He served in the US Air
Force as a radar operator during the Korean War for three years, nine
months and two days. He was stationed in various locations including one
year in Morocco. Ray’s engineering career started with the Road
Department of Los Angeles County. He then spent seven years with Orange
County Flood Control. While working for Orange County Flood Control, he
was sent to San Juan Capistrano “on loan” to help with the sewage
treatment plant. Through consolidations, several small water and sanitary
districts became part of South Coast Water District.
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Ray worked as interim General Manager for South Coast
Water District and eventually served as the General
Manager of the District for 25 Years.
He is still involved in the utility business as a Director for
South Orange County Wastewater Authority and as a
Utilities Commissioner for the City of San Juan Capistrano.
He and his wife, Marianne, enjoy spending their leisure
time with their children, two grandchildren and an 18month old great granddaughter.
We congratulate Ray on an amazing career and his
integral role in starting, growing and maintaining SCAP for
15 years.

Ray Miller, running the show…

Sincerely yours,

Steve Jepsen
Welcome New Associate Members!
We are pleased to announce two new Associate Members joining the SCAP family.
-

Empire Pipe Cleaning & Equipment, Inc.

-

Tetra Tech

Please see the introduction to Empire Pipe Cleaning and Equipment on page 14 of this newsletter. We will provide
an introduction to Tetra Tech in the next Monthly Update.

AIR QUALITY COMMITTEE REPORT
David Rothbart, Chair
drothbart@lacsd.org

Jim Marchese, Vice Chair
jim.marchese@lacity.org

Terry Ahn, Vice Chair
tahn@ocsd.com

LOCAL AIR DISTRICT NEWS AT A GLANCE
Posted meeting dates and proposed new rule development for the following air districts can be found at these sites:
Imperial County APCD
Mojave Desert AQMD
San Diego APCD
Santa Barbara APCD
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Ventura County APCD

South Coast AQMD
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Note: The next Air Quality Committee meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 14 from 10:00 am to 12:00 noon at the
offices of the Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts. All SCAP members are invited to attend.

CARB Released its Updated Draft Short-Lived Climate Pollutant Reduction (SLCP) Strategy on November 28, 2016, and
Draft 2017 Climate Change Scoping Plan Update (Scoping Plan) on January 20, 2017 by Frank Caponi - LACSD
SLCP Strategy:
Two pieces of legislation, Senate Bill 605 (Lara, 2014) and Senate Bill 1383 (Lara, 2016) requires CARB to develop a plan
in to reduce emissions of short-lived climate pollutants (SLCPs). SLCPs include methane, black carbon, and fluorinated
gases (F-gases, including hydrofluorocarbons, or HFCs). Additionally, Governor Brown had identified reductions of SLCPs
as one of “five pillars” to meet an overarching goal to reduce California’s GHG emissions by 40 percent below 1990
levels by 2030.
In response the legislation and the Governor’s goals, CARB released its second draft SLCP Strategy (hereafter termed the
Strategy) on November 28, 2016, which identifies strategies to reduce the SLCPs. The Strategy identifies the diversion of
organics from landfills as a key strategy to reducing methane emissions, and lays out very aggressive goals and timelines
to getting there. The timeline identified is to achieve a 50% and 75% diversion of organics from landfills by 2020 and
2025, respectively. This monumental goal will require a significant infrastructure to manage all the diverted organics,
most of which does not currently exist. Management will likely be a combination of composting and anaerobic digestion
(AD). The Strategy correctly identifies that incentive funding will be required to make these goals, but a funding gap
currently exists. It is estimated by industry that implementing the organic diversion portion of the Strategy could cost up
to two billion dollars by 2025 to build the necessary infrastructure (and an equal amount for handling dairy manure
waste – the other significant source of methane). What is important to the wastewater treatment industry is that the
Strategy also identifies municipal wastewater treatment plants (WWTP) as an important short-term solution to
managing organics diverted from landfills through the use of their excess AD capacity.
The California Wastewater Climate Change Group (now a CASA Committee) working with the California Association of
Sanitation Agencies (CASA) jointly analyzed and prepared comments on the Strategy. Based upon this information
compiled, it was determined that existing WWTPs in the state could handle up to 75% (and perhaps more) of the
organics diverted from landfills. Clearly, there are many factors that could impact this number, but it provides a strong
indication that WWTPs could play a significant role in managing diverted organics if funding opportunities are present.
To that end, comment letters emphasized the important role that WWTPs could play in implementing the Strategy, but
also emphasized the significant funding gap that exist in getting there. Comments also strongly suggested that CARB
and CalRecycle build a partnership with the wastewater community and prioritize funds to be directed from the AB32
Cap-and-Trade program, to help facilitate the use of excess AD capacity at WWTPs for organics management as well as
foster the beneficial use of methane generation at these facilities. In addition to CARB and CalRecycle, partnerships
should also be developed with the water boards and other state agencies to fulfill the goals of the Strategy through
WWTPs.
CalRecycle also has an important part in implementing the organic diversion portion of the Strategy. They will likely be
heading an effort to write legislation to implement organic diversion from landfills that goes beyond the existing
Commercial Organics Diversion Mandates (AB 1826). On February 14, in Sacramento, and February 16, in Diamond Bar,
CalRecycle will hold workshops to unveil their strategies to implement the organic diversion elements of SB 1383. All
that are interested should take part in these workshops.
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2017 Scoping Plan Update
After a conceptual Scoping Plan Update (Update) was released in December, a full draft Scoping Plan Update was
released on January 20, 2017. This update essentially enacts SB 32 (Pavley, 2016), and fulfills the Governor’s goal of
reducing greenhouse gases (GHG) 40% below 1990 levels, by 2030. There are many elements of the plan that the
wastewater industry should review. These include the organic diversion mandates (similar to the SLCP Strategy), and
energy and transportation measures that could more directly impact our operations. CARB is holding a serious of
hearings/workshops on the Update. The first occurred as part the CARB Board meeting on January 17. A second
workshop will be held on February 9 in Sacramento, and a third final Board hearing scheduled for April 27. The
comment period is currently scheduled to end on March 6, however, CARB is considering an extension that could also
impact the final Board Hearing date. Once SCAP has a chance to review the Update more thoroughly, comments will be
developed.
SCAQMD 2016 Ozone Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP) by David Rothbart, Chair - LACSD
On February 3rd, the SCAQMD Governing Board considered adopting staff’s proposed Ozone AQMP. Hundreds of
environmentalists attended in opposition to the proposed AQMP and demanded more restrictive requirements be
imposed upon polluters. In general, environmental groups requested: (1) RECLAIM be ended, which would subject large
facilities to best available control, (2) indirect source requirements be imposed upon warehouse distribution centers, (3)
greater pollution control be required for the ports and (4) the cost of pollution control be borne by business rather than
those impacted by pollution. After hours of testimony, Supervisor Kuehl introduced a motion to approve the proposed
AQMP with four amendments.
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The Governing Board ultimately elected to continue the item until their March 2017 meeting. This decision was primarily
influenced by Dr. Parker’s absence, which resulted in an even liberal vs. conservative Board composition. Unfortunately,
further public comment on the AQMP and Supervisor Kuehl’s proposed amendments will not be allowed at the next
Governing Board meeting. The Air Quality Committee will review the impact of the proposed amendments, especially
those pertaining to public fleets. Prior to the March Governing Board meeting, SCAP members will attempt to educate
Governing Board members about the challenges our essential public services would experience, if forced to use zero
emission on-road heavy duty vehicles.

BIOSOLIDS COMMITTEE REPORT
Tom Meregillano, Co-Chair
TMeregillano@ocsd.org

Diane Gilbert Jones, Co-Chair
diane.gilbert@lacity.org

Reminder Electronic Sewage Sludge/Biosolids Annual Program Report by Tom Meregillano, Co-Chair – Orange
County Sanitation District (Source CASA)
Biosolids Annual Reporting is available via the NPDES eReporting Tool (NeT). The 2016 Biosolids Annual Reports are
due by 2/21/2017 and required to be submitted electronically according to the NPDES Electronic Reporting Rule.
POTWs must register for a CDX account at https://cdx.epa.gov.

AB 901 Regulatory Implementation as it Pertains to Biosolids by Tom Meregillano, Co-Chair – Orange County
Sanitation District (Source CASA)
CalRecycle staff is developing regulations to implement organics reporting requirements of AB 901. The following is
a summary below of AB 901 as it pertains to biosolids reporting requirements. They are only seeking gross volumes
sent to end users by county and not specific sites. Reporting would be quarterly online or digital to CalRecycle
beginning the first quarter of 2019. CASA is requesting input on the difficulty, appropriateness, and ability to comply
with reporting as described below:
1. As an illustrative example: the amount of biosolids sent by a generator (POTW in this case) to an end use, or
another facility where it was sent (ie. County).
a. POTW X sends Y (Dry Metric Tons (DMT)) biosolids to County Z for land application.
b. POTW X also sends Y biosolids DMT to County A for land application.
c. POTW X also sends Y biosolids DMT to third party B for further treatment.
d. POTW X also sends Y biosolids DMT to landfill C for alternative daily cover.
e. POTW X also sends Y biosolids DMT to landfill D for burial.
2. The amount of biosolids or compost sent by a third party (ie, composter) to an end user and where it was
sent.
a. Composter A sends Y tons of compost or biosolids (DMT) to County A for consumer use (ie, individual
farmers, or public distribution).
b. Composter A sends Y tons of compost or biosolids to County B for consumer use.
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3. POTW contracts with a third party to manage their biosolids in a manner specified in the contract (ie, 70%
land application in County D and 30% landfill at Landfill E). In this case, the POTW generator would report the
end use of all of its biosolids.
4. A POTW contracts with a third party to manage their biosolids and leaves the disposition to the discretion of
the contractor. In this case, the contractor reports the end use(s) of all biosolids it manages in this way. If the
contractor executes contracts with multiple POTWs and has the discretion to manage the biosolids however
it deems best, then gross volumes are reported for all biosolids. There is no need to specify the source of the
biosolids. The individual POTWs would report that they gave Y tons of biosolids to the third party contractor.
5. They also want gross volumes of biogas used. You can use the difference between biogas produced and
flared (assuming the difference is productively used in some manner). What units would be best to report in?
6. They want to know if organic waste is hauled in for co-digestion and what type of waste it is (ie. FOG, Food
waste, Ag processing waste, etc.). This would likely be a list you could check off, they would not ask for tons
incoming.
SCAP members are working closely with CASA on this effort.

Reminder Organics Grant Program (ORG2) for FY 2016-17: Application Available - Tom Meregillano, Co-Chair –
Orange County Sanitation District (Source: CASA)
CalRecycle announced their Organics Grant Program for which the wastewater sector is eligible. Grant applications
are due by March 9th. The Organics Grant Program Q&A webpage has been updated with additional questions and
answers for the Organics Grant Program (FY 2016-17)
http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/Climate/GrantsLoans/Organics/FY201617/QandA.htm. CalRecycle will continue to
update the webpage throughout the question and answer period. All questions must be submitted no later than
February 23, 2017.

Biosolids Conferences


2017 WEF Residuals and Biosolids Conference - The Future of Biosolids and Bioenergy: April 8-11, 2017, held in
Seattle Convention Center, Seattle, Washington.



CWEA 2017 Annual Conference April 25-28, Palm Springs



WEFTEC 2017 - Sept 30 - Oct 4, Chicago
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COLLECTIONS COMMITTEE REPORT
Ralph Palomares, Chair
RPalomares@etwd.com

Dindo Carrillo, Vice Chair
dcarrillo@ocsd.com

City of Glendale Hosts 1st CSC Meeting of 2017! by Ralph Palomares, Chair – El Toro Water District
Our first SCAP Collection Systems Committee meeting of the year is behind us now and I would like to thank John
Hicks and the City of Glendale for hosting our meeting. We had a presentation on vapor phase odor control from
Khaled Roueiheb with Integrity Municipal Systems featuring the three main types of vapor phase odor control
systems and how they work. There was a presentation from Mark Hill with Michael Baker International on seven
ways to improve CCTV capture and how to use the valuable video information, how to rate pipeline inspections, and
decide which pipes should be repaired first. SCAP’s newest Associate Member, Crain Van Thyne from Empire Pipe
Cleaning and Equipment, provided a presentation featuring an in depth look at pipe cleaning including which nozzle
is right for the job that you are working on and the difference between Tier 1, 2 and 3 nozzles. Jetting nozzles can be
very expensive so using the right nozzle for the job and proper care on the nozzle is very important.
I also did a presentation on my 36 ½ years in the collection industry with only a few more left to go!
Please plan on joining us at our next quarterly SCAP collection systems committee in Goleta. Again, a big thanks to
Steve Jepsen and John Pastore (he is officially retired now) for organizing and thanks to Pam Merriam for lunch.
CWEA contact hours were also provided to those attending.

Page | 7

February 2017
Homepage

Air Report

Biosolids Report

Collections Report

Energy Report

Water Report

Pretreatment Report

Collection System Committee meeting photos from the City of Glendale

City of Glendale’s, John Hicks

Khaled Roueiheb, Integrity Municipal Systems

Committee Chair, Ralph Palomares

Craig Van Thyne, Empire Pipe Cleaning and Equipment

Mark Hill, Michael Baker International
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ENERGY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE REPORT
Pietro Cambiaso, Chair
Pcambias@ieua.org

Ray Bennett, Vice Chair
Bennett@irwd.com

Low Carbon Fuel Standard to Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions by Pietro Cambiaso, Chair - IEUA
Low Carbon Fuel Standard (LCFS) is designed to promote the production and use of cleaner low-carbon fuels in
California, to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by at least 10% by 2020. Consistent with the provisions of the
California Assembly Bill AB 32, and the Governor's Executive Order S-01-07, the California Air Resources Board (ARB)
approved the Low Carbon Fuel Standard regulation in 2009 and began implementation on January 1, 2011.
The LCFS standards are expressed in terms of the "carbon intensity" (CI), and are based on the fuel direct and indirect
greenhouse gas emissions throughout its lifecycle; which includes production, transportation, and use. The image
below from CARB shows the carbon intensity of various fuels. Producers of lower carbon transportation fuels from
waste or byproduct resources (Bio-CNG) may generate LCFS credits.

These credits can be banked, traded in the LCFS market, or can be used to meet compliance. Credit trading activity,
including information on recent credit transfer volumes, credit prices, and price trends are reported weekly by ARB
(https://www.arb.ca.gov/fuels/lcfs/credit/lrtcreditreports.htm).
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WATER ISSUES COMMITTEE REPORT
Al Javier, Chair
javiera@emwd.org

Lyndy Lewis, Vice Chair
Lewis@irwd.com

It Has Been a Busy Winter for Water Issues by Steve Jepsen, SCAP
SCAP is currently tracking many water related issues. The most critical at this time are:
-

The SCAP v. USEPA litigation over the Test of Significant Toxicity (TST)
The State Water Resources Control Board Water Quality Enforcement Policy
The State Water Resources Control Board Mercury Objectives / Beneficial Use Plan
The State Water Resources Control Board Nutrient Policy

Each or these issues are discussed is greater detail on the following pages:
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SCAP v. USEPA Over the Test of Significant Toxicity (TST)
SCAP, the National Association of Clean Water Agencies (NACWA), the Central Valley Clean Water Association
(CVCWA), and the Bay Area Clean Water Agencies (BACWA) have filed suit against USEPA in federal court seeking to
halt the use of an unapproved toxicity test method currently being written into California NPDES permits. The crux of
this complaint is a toxicity test using the Ceriodaphnia dubia water flea. The toxicity test measures survival and
reproduction. Blind tests sent to multiple accredited labs with various types of water samples including laboratory
blanks have resulted in a roughly 50 percent false positive toxicity result. This unreliable test that could drive
violations and fines is completely unacceptable. The Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board has three
NPDES permits scheduled for public hearing on March 2, 2017. Two of the NPDES permits are for the City of Los
Angeles and one is for the City of Burbank. All three of the permits include the disputed TST method. SCAP provided a
comment letter on behalf of the City of Burbank specifically requesting removal of the TST method from the permit.

The State Water Resources Control Board Water Quality Enforcement Policy
SCAP and other wastewater associations have significant concerns with the proposed amendments to the statewide
Water Quality Enforcement Policy. SCAP sent in a comment letter along with other wastewater associations
describing their similar concerns with the proposed policy. In essence, changes to the enforcement policy would
expose wastewater agencies to significantly higher monetary penalties particularly for large entities with high flows.
SCAP testified on behalf of our member agencies at the February 7, 2017 State Water Board hearing where the
Enforcement Policy was scheduled for adoption. Fortunately, due to significant concerns from the wastewater
sector, it has been delayed and we will have more opportunities to engage with Water Board staff. The SCAP Water
Issues Committee is working with our as needed legal counsel, Downey Brand, and CASA to get our concerns
addressed in the final policy. The goal is to minimize language in the policy that creates unreasonable liability to the
wastewater sector.
A link to the SWRCB webpage is here: http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/enforcement/.

Mercury Objectives and Beneficial Use Development
The State Water Board held a public hearing on February 7, 2017 for the purpose of receiving public input and
comments on the Part 2 of the Water Quality Control Plan for Inland Surface Waters, Enclosed Bays and Estuaries of
California – Tribal and Subsistence Fishing Beneficial Uses and Mercury Provisions. The testimony from the public
was extensive and emotional. One of the concerns we have is that the mercury objective focuses heavily on POTWs
even though in most cases POTWs are not a significant source of mercury in the watershed. At the end of the
hearing, State Water Board Member, Tam Doduc, indicated that this was only a plan and that the Regional Water
Boards will be responsible for focused implementation. During Regional Board implementation, we will have more
opportunity for input.
SCAP testified at the hearing primarily asking for more time to review the nearly 700-page document. We did not
expect much flexibility from the State Board on this plan and our expectations were correct, written comments are
due on February 17, 2017 by 12 noon. SCAP will participate with the Summit Partners (CASA, CWEA, BAWCA,
CVCWA, and SCAP) on a response letter. The SCAP Water Issues committee has been notified of this issue and as
time permits will respond to the Summit Partners with Southern California concerns and comments. A link to the
SWRCB webpage is here: http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/mercury/.
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The State Water Resources Control Board Nutrient Policy
The California State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) is developing a combined biostimulatory
substances and biointegrity policy and a program of implementation for the State’s surface waters. This is commonly
referred to as the State Nutrient Policy. Southern California Coastal Water Research Project (SCCWRP) is working on
behalf of the State Water Board to map nutrient concentrations for wadeable streams based on a Biological
Condition Gradient (BCG) for the wadeable stream. The BCG index will be based on a model using benthic
macroinvertebrate data and algal data. There is a potential for the nutrient mapping based on the BCG to create low
POTW discharge requirements for constituents such as nitrogen and phosphorus. There is a strong interest in a
watershed approach to managing nutrient levels. This would require a high level of collaboration with all the
stakeholders in a watershed which may be challenging to organize, but could be beneficial to the POTWs in the
watershed in the long run by transferring some of the nutrient contribution responsibilities to non-point sources.
SCAP and the Summit Partners are attending the Nutrient Policy workshops and tracking the policy.

Next SCAP Water Issues Committee Meeting is March 15 at the North City Water Reclamation Plant
The Water Issues Committee will meet on March 15 starting at 9:00 am at the City of San Diego Pure Water
Demonstration Plant located on the North City Reclamation Plant campus. We will have an update of the City of San
Diego Pure Water potable reuse program, an update on the Padre Dam potable reuse program and other water issue
updates. The full meeting agenda is in progress. A meeting announcement and agenda will be distributed soon.

WASTEWATER PRETREATMENT COMMITTEE REPORT
Mark Kawamoto, Chair
MKawamoto@ocsd.com

Barbara Sharatz, Vice Chair
BSharatz@sandiego.gov

Next SCAP Pretreatment Committee Meeting is February 21, 2017 at OCSD by Mark Kawamoto, Chair – OCSD
We are planning the next Pretreatment Committee meeting for February 21, 2017. Due to renovations underway at
the Inland Empire Utilities Agency, the next meeting will be held at the Orange County Sanitation District (OCSD). (If
you plan to attend, please pre-register, so you will not be held up unnecessarily at the guard booth. Every vehicle will
also need to obtain a Visitor Parking Pass at the guard booth before continuing to OCSD’s Administration Building.)
With the fluctuating state of regulations, it will be interesting to see what the latest situation for the Dental Category
is at that time. Also, we would like to obtain suggestions and comments from meeting participants to understand
what topics or ideas people would like to discuss at the Pretreatment Committee meetings.
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Regulatory Freeze and Cap Instituted by Mark Kawamoto, Chair – OCSD
On January 20, 2017, the new administration issued a Memorandum that implemented a regulatory freeze. Most
regulations in process are subject to a 60-day holding pattern until someone authorized by the new administration
has reviewed and cleared each regulation. Furthermore, other regulations that were making their way through the
normal process were withdrawn pending a similar review.
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/01/20/memorandum-heads-executive-departments-andagencies
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/01/24/implementation-regulatory-freeze
On January 30, 2017, the new administration issued an Executive Order that instituted a Regulatory Cap that requires
that for every new regulation proposed or promulgated, at least two existing regulations be identified for repeal. The
aim is that the total cost for all new and repealed regulations in 2017 be zero to the extent allowed by law.
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/01/30/presidential-executive-order-reducing-regulation-andcontrolling

Dental Amalgam Rule Update by Mark Kawamoto, Chair – OCSD
On December 15, 2016, EPA signed the final Effluent Limitations Guidelines and Standards for the Dental Category
(commonly referred to as the “Dental Amalgam Rule”). If the word being shared is true, the final regulation was days
away from being printed in the Federal Register, when the new administration issued a notice for the regulatory
freeze and review (see above).
Meanwhile, on February 1, 2017, the Natural Resources Defense Council sued EPA alleging that EPA violation a
provision of the Clean Water Act that forbade withdrawing the publication of the Dental Category without public
notice or comment. https://www.nrdc.org/media/2017/170201
SCAP will continue to monitor the situation.

CWEA’s Annual P3S Conference
CWEA is holding the annual P3S Conference from February 27th to March 1st at the Hyatt Vineyard Creek in Santa
Rosa. This is the annual training event for pretreatment and stormwater professionals. Topics will include local
limits; stormwater inspections; pretreatment and water reuse; and the latest on California and EPA regulations.
www.cwea.org/p3s
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Meet One of Our New Associate Members
Empire Pipe Cleaning and Equipment Inc. (EPCE) is
located in Orange, CA and has been providing
sewer and storm drain maintenance services since
1975. We are a licensed Contractor with the
State of California and currently possess a C36
Plumbing and C42 Sanitation Licenses. The team
at EPCE offer complete maintenance, inspection,
and assistance to capital planning services for our
clients, for water, wastewater, sewer, and storm
drain systems. We have been providing both
small and large scale services in cleaning and
video inspections of sewers and storm drains to
contractors, public agencies, special districts,
municipalities, and the military. We have
provided GIS Integration and Condition
Assessment to multiple agencies with very
successful results. EPCE also provides lateral
inspections, manhole inspections, smoke testing,
and hydro excavation (soft dig) services. Our
modern fleet of cleaning trucks and CCTV
Inspection units combined with certified
operators delivers a high quality service with
concise and informative reports.
To learn more about EPCE or for a service quote contact Craig Van Thyne at 714-639-8352 or
Craig@empirepipecleaning.com or visit their website at http://empirepipecleaning.com/.
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President’s Message—Meeting the Challenges Ahead
For nearly 17 years, it has been my pleasure to be a member of the Orange County
Water District Board of Directors. This is my second appointment as president,
having previously served from 2002 to 2004. I appreciate the Board’s vote of
confidence to serve as its president again for the coming year.
I would like to take this opportunity to welcome back my colleagues who were
recently re-elected to serve on the board: Directors Philip Anthony, Shawn Dewane,
Cathy Green, and Roger Yoh; and Director Vicente Sarmiento, newly appointed to the
board to represent the city of Santa Ana. Director Sarmiento previously served on
the OCWD board from January 2014 to February 2015.
I also wish to express our gratitude to Roman Reyna for his service to the board as
Santa Ana’s representative from 2015 through 2016 and to Jordan Brandman, who
served as an appointee of the city of Anaheim from 2015 through 2016. In addition, I would like to welcome new
board member James Vanderbilt who was recently appointed by the city of Anaheim.
Denis R. Bilodeau, P.E.

We continue to lead the crusade to bring north and central Orange County water reliability and quality water while
keeping costs down for our 19 member agencies. With the help of the Groundwater Replenishment System initial
expansion, we have reached our goal of allowing these agencies to pump 75 percent of their water from the Orange
County Groundwater Basin that the District manages—even during more than five years of drought. Since imported
water is twice the cost of groundwater, that is a big savings.
Voting for the District to move forward with building the Groundwater Replenishment System has been one of my
proudest moments, and now, to be president again as we plan the final expansion of this innovative project gives me
great satisfaction. In addition, seeing how our board continues to make meaningful decisions that have
groundbreaking impacts for the region and other communities around the globe is extremely rewarding. The board
might give direction, but it is the professional, diligent staff at the Orange County Water District that puts them into
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effect so seamlessly and remarkably. They are the reason for our world-wide prestige and credibility in groundwater
management and water recycling innovation.
I have noticed a marked difference over my years with the District. OCWD has become increasingly important as a
voice to influence legislation that will ripple the benefits to water agencies in the state and across the nation. In April,
I was deeply honored to appear before the Committee on Environment and Public Works in Washington, D.C., to give
testimony at a hearing into the implications associated with an uncertain water supply future and how, as a nation,
we must respond to this challenge. In addressing the need for a safe and reliable water supply, I spoke about our
collaboration with the Orange County Sanitation District and how together we took the big problem of cyclical
droughts that plague California and designed a solution that delivers long-term water security for our region that can
be replicated throughout the nation and the world. We will continue to engage in legislative discussion to ensure our
region’s interests are protected.
I am honored to be given the opportunity to lead OCWD in tackling exciting challenges and reaching positive
resolutions in 2017.

Non Sequitur
A classic is a book that survives the circumstances that made it possible yet alone keeps those
circumstances alive.
- Review in the New Republic [August 29, 1988]

Page | 16

February 2017

Please Support our SCAP Associate Members

Page | 17

